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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 THE IZI LANGUAGE

The Izi language 1ls spoken by approximately 200,000 pecple
in the East-~Central State of Nigeria. They live in an area arocund
and to the east of Abakaliki, extending to the north just over the
boundary between East-Central State and Benue-Plateau State, to
the east as far as the State boundary and to the south to about
twelve miles north of the Cross River.

All the people indigencus to this area recognise themselves
as Izl and distinguish themselves from their neighbours. Though
there are various clans and in spite of the fact that the whole
group is scattered over quite a large area, only very minor lan-
guage differences have been ohserved. It can be stated that within
Izl there are no dialects,

Izl is closely related to neighbouring Ezaa and Ikwo, the
three forming a dialect cluster which can be regarded as consti-
tuting a language within the Igbo language group, which may, for
convenience, he called North-eastern Igbo. Wo previous study of
any of these three dialects is known to the authors.

Some comparative work covering the Igbo language group has
been attempted in recent years, though a great deal of work remains
to be done. These initlal studies suggest that it is realistic to
consider Izl, Ezaa and Ikwo as constituting the North-eastern Igbo
language, sufficiently different from Central Igho to be regarded
as a separate language within an Igho language group. When Izi,
Ezaa and Ikwo are compared with one ancther, they give lexico-
statistical scores of around 95%; but when the three are compared
with the Central Igho dialects, the scores drop sharply to the
BO% &area.

Other lexical comparisons, for instance an examination of all
the Igbo words found in Green and Igwe, show that there are scme
corresponding forms in Izi for about 70% of the Igbo words
congidered., Speakers of 121 and Central Igbo would not necessarily
understand all these words since in many instances there are several
changes in the sounds involved, These changes, however, show many
regularities and the forms concerned can be clearly recognised as
cognates.

Cn the basis of these studies, it would seem bhegt to regard
Izi, together with Ezaa and Ikwe (and probhably one or two smaller
dlalects like Mgbo and Ishielu), as a separate language rather
than as dialects of Igbc., This is confirmed by observations made

15



1s A GRAMMAR OF IZI

while living in the area for many years, which indicate that
North-sastern Igbo (Izi-Ezaa-Ikwo) 1is not mutually intelligible
with Central Igbo. Speakers ¢f the one cannot understand speakers
of the other unless they have lived where the other language isg
spoken. It is clear that Central Igho and North-eastern Igho are
further apart from each cther than some languages which, though
closely related, are general recognlsed as separate languages,
for example, some of the Romance languages. On the other hand,
it is comparatively easy for speakers of elther language to
transfar to the other and it may be expected that bilingualism
between the two will increase,

1.2 THE PRESENT S5TUDY

This gstudy in Izi is based on field work carried out by Mr,
and Mrs., Paul E. Meier, as members of the Institute of Linguistics,
a branch of the Summer Institute of Linguistics Inc., in collabo-
ration with the University of Wigeria, Nsukka, in the period May
1964 to 1967. For most of the three year period, Mr. and Mrs.
Meier lived at Ahia Unufu (ebya unuphu) the mother village of the
Izi, scome ten miles south of Abakaliki. Mr. and Mrs. Mejer
returned to the north of Nigeria in 1969 and resumed work on the
analysis of Izl on a part-time basis while living in Zaria, before
being able to return to the Izj area in May 1971.

John Bendor-Samuel visited the Melers on a number of occcasicns
in Abia Unufu and later worked with them as they analysed their
field data.

In addition to the first-hand knowledge of the language which
the Meiers have acquired in living amongst the Izi for some six
years, extensive collections of oral literature have also been
used in the analysis of Izi. Scme three hundred pages of this
text material has been used to complle a substantial concordance
of the language through the Infermatjon Retrieval Project of the
Summer Institute of Linguistics and the University of Oklahomal
This concordance has been an extremely useful tocl in the study
of Izi.

All three authors wish to acknowledge the stimulation they
have recelved from many of thelxr colleagues in the Summer Institute
of Linguistics and in particular to mention the opportunity for
this which was afforded in the very early stages of their work,
through a workshop conducted by Professor K,L. Pilke, held in
Nsukka, January to March, 1966.

i This project was supported by Grant No. GS-934 of the National Science
Foundation.
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l.4 THE MODEL

The purpose of this description is not to illustrate a parti-
cular linguistic model or discuss its strengths or weaknesses, but
to give a consistent and coherent description of Tzi. A model,
however, supplies a consistent framework for the description of
a speclfic language and inevitably the model influences the
degcription since it means that certain aspects of the language
receive more attention than other aspects. This description
utilises the syntagmati¢ model! as a framework for the statement
of the phonology and grammar of Izi. The syntagmatic model is
essentially a hierarchical display model which distinguishes three
separate but interrelated levels, namely, the phonological, the
grammatical and semantic levels.

This description is limited to the phonological and gram-
matical levels. No attempt is made to include details of the
semantic level as work on that level is incomplete, but it is
planned to publish a more general grammar of Izl designed for use
in the community which will integrate these three levels and s¢
include the semantic level.

Within each level a hierarchy of ranks is set up. At each
rank there is a unit which functions as a constituent element of
the unit in the rank above and whose structure is analysed in
terms of elements which are units of the rank below.

The description of a unit as consisting of certain elements
is not complete since the rezltionships between these elements
also need to be stated, Syntagmatic features are sald to mark
relationships between elements in a structure. Features which
mark a unlt and cannot conveniently be handled ag elements of
that unit since they may be relevant to the whole unit or extend
over more than ohe element of that unit are also treated as
syntagmatic features. 1In the case of the phonclegical units,
such syntagmatic features correspond to the prosodic features of
J.R. Firth and his colleagues, see Firth (1948) and Robins (1957).

Thus every unit has a function, i.e. the way it operates as
an element of a higher unit, except that the highest unit in the
hierarchy has no function within grammar, though it does have
contextual function. Every unit has a structure, i.e. its com-
position in terms of slements which are themselves units of a
lower rank, except that the lowest unit has no structure within
grammar. Every unit is also marked by certain syntagmatic features
which are regarded as properties of that unit as a whole and not
as elements which occur elsewhere as units at another rank.

1 This model was known earlier as the structure-function model. For examples

of the model, see Bendor-Samuel 1963, 1965, Stanford 1967, Thomas 1969, Jacoks
1970, Bendor-=Samuel 1970, Naden 1973, Bendor-Samuel 1973,
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Units at various ranks are grouped in two wayse, elther
accerding to a common function and such a grouping is known as
a class of units, or according to a common structure, when it is
termed a type. Thus, classes are set up on the bagis of function
and types on the basis of structure. Classes and types of units
may run parallel to each other, a particular class being composed
of units which are all of the same structural type; or they may
cut across each other with no correlation between the class
grouping on the basis of functicn and the type grouping on the
basis of gtructure.

The syntagmatic model allows for rankshifting and embedding.
Units may function as elements of units at a lower rank or at the
same rank. Thus a clause may function as an element of a phrase,
or a nominal phrase may function as an element of an adverbial
phrase. Units which are rankshifted to a lower rank are termed
constructs,

It is recognised that there are relationships between units
of the same rank which may be stated by describing a particular
unit as derived from another unit by means of a transformatien.
In this way, for instance, the number of distinct basic sentence
types is reduced by setting up five sentence transformations.
Every Izl sentence may be referred to either a specific sentence
type or to a derived sentence type consisting of a transformation
operating on a basic sentence type.

There is no set number of ranks but the number varies from
language to language. In a specific language the number of ranks
in the hierarchy used for one level may also vary from the number
of ranks in another hierarchy. 1In Izi, there are six ranks in
the phonological hierarchy but seven ranks in the grammatical
hierarchy.

It should, perhape, be pointed out that as the description
proceeds no attempt is made to refer explicitly to the model. It
is assumed, for instance, that phrases function as elements of
clauses. Since not all phrases can operate in the same way as
elements of clauses, classes of phrase are set up. These classes
are given meaningful labels - verb phrase, nominal phrase,
adverbial phrase, complement phrase and reflexive phrase.

1.5 AN OVERVIEW OF THE ANALYSIS

Part I (Chapters 2-6) describes the phonologlcal hierarchy
and Parts II {(Chapters 7-13) and III (Chapters 14-18) describe
the grammatical hierxarchy. Part II deals with units above the
word rank, Part III deals with the units at and below word rank,
Chapter 19 consists of part of an Izi story which is presented
to give more of an overall illustration of the language than short
disconnected examples illustrating specific points in the descrip-
ticn can do. ’
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In presenting both the phonolegical and grammatical hierar-
chies, the description begins at the highest level in the
hierarchy and works down to the lowest. The model does not
require this and the description could he presented in the
reverse direction.

Most chapters deal with one unit in either the phonologlical
or the grammatical hierarchy. In general, in describing each unit,
first the details of its function are given and then detaills of
its structure. Classes and types are set up wherever this seems
useful,

For the statement of Izi phonology, the following ranks are
set up:

- utterance

- pause group

- tone span
phonological word
syllable

phoneme

Thus, phonemes -function as elements of syllables, syllables
function as elements of phonological words, phonological words
function as elements of tone spans, tone spans function as elements
of pause groups and pause groups as elements of utterances,
Conversely, utterances consist of one or more pause groups, pause
groups consist of cone or more tone spans, tone spans consist of
one or mere phonolegical words, and so on,

In the description of specific units in the phonology, any
correlations with grammatical units are given. It will be seen
that while there are no one-to-one absolute correlations, some
parallels between the two hierarchies can be noted.

The Utterance (Chapter 2} is described as being marked by
s5ix registers. These reflect both different contextual functions
of the utterance and certain structural differences. There are,
thus, clear formal characteristics for each register.

The Pause Group (Chapter 2) is perhaps the least clearly
delineated rank in the phonological hilerarchy. It consists of
cne or more tone spans. It could be argued that this rank is
unnecessary since at the beginning of utterances most pause
groups consist of a single tone span. As a speaker warms up,
however, groups of tone spans occur and this grouping can most
easily be handled as a unit functioning as a rank bhetween
utterance and tone span. So, on balance it seems advantageous
to postulate a rank between the utterance and the tone span.

The Tone Span {Chapter 3) constitutes a unit which is essen-
tial to the statement of the pitch system of the language since
it is the unit within which the tonal rules operate. It is marked
by some eight syntagmatic features, which include resetting of
pltch levels, downdrift, upshift, reduction of glides and devoicing.
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The Phonological Word (Chapter 4) has as its elements syllables
and its main syntagmatic features are the vowel elision and vowel
harmony systema which operate at the word rank. Whereas utterance,
pause groups and tone spans are not grouped into classes or types,
phonolegical words are grouped into types. Simple, reduplicated
and compound worde are recognised. The overwhelming majority of
Izi worde are simple words and four types of simple word are
established. Types 1 and 4 account for B80% of Izi words. Simple
word type 4 cerresponds to the grammatical unit of verkb phrase.

The Syllable (Chapter 5) comprises cne or more phonemes and
on the basis of different structures, two syllable types are get
up. The syllable is marked by syntagmatic features of quality and
plteh, The system of quality handles labialisation and palatali-
sation in terms of syntagmatic features of the syllable, i.e.,
proscdic features in Firthian terms. This simplifies the phonemic
inventory and aveids the necessity of setting up some fifteen
phonemes.

The pitch system constitutes one of the most interesting and
significant features of Izi phonology. Essentlally, a two-tone
downstep system, it differs sharply from other downstep systems,
in that it has features which constantly restore the pitch level.
It can aptly be nicknamed a "see-saw" system.

Phonemes {(Chapter 6) are grouped into three classes on the
basis of their function as elements of the syllable. In general,
the description of the phonemes 1s very simple and straightfor-
ward. It is perhaps worth noting that there are very few allophonic
variations.

For the statement of Izi grammar, the following ranks are set
up:

discourse
paragraph
sentenca
clause
phrase
word
morpheme

Considerable work has still to be done on the discourse and
paragraph ranks so this description is limited to the sentence
and units which function below sentence rank. Detalls of certain
rara-sentence features (Chapter 7) are given, but no attempt has
heen made to describe paragraph and discourse ranks, In this way,
sentences are recognised as having grammatical functicn in addition
to contextual functien and some description of these functions is
given, Four classes of sentence are set up; Independent,
Demarcative, Question and Response.

Sentences {Chapter B8) are grouped into sentence types on the
basis of different nuclei. Sentence margins do not differentiate
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sentence types. Single clause sentences and multi-clause sentences
are distinguished and the latter divided intc subordinative sen-
tences, coordinative sentences and serial sentences.

Single clause sentences are of two types: General and Phrasal.
Subordinative sentences are of seven types: Conditional, Unmarked
Conditional, Unfulfilled Conditional, Unfulfilleé&, Purpose,
Temporal and General Inclusive. Coordinative sentences are of
three types: Conjunction, Concomitant and Sensient. Serial sen-~
tences are of three types: Main Serial, Clause Pairing and
Connective Serial.

These fifteen basic gentence types may be modified by five
sentence transformations (Chapter 9), namely, Focus, Emphasis,
Interrogative, Imperative and Ccochortative. Sentences may also be
rankshifted to clause or phrase rank and such sentences are termed
sentence constructs,

The fifteen sentence types differ from one another princi-
pally in terms of the following:

- different clause types functioning as elements of the
sentence types,

- different aspects marking the verb head,

- the occurrence of particles which are treated as syntag-
matic features marking relationships between the clauses.

Clauses (Chapter 10) are divided into two classes; one class,
the non-verbal clauses, occurring almost exclusively in single
clause sentences, whereas verbal clauses occur in almost all
sentences. Clauses are also grouped intoe clause types on the
bagis of different nuclei. Eleven clause types are set up, namely,
Transitive, Ditransitive, Intransitive, Complement, Eguative,
Impersonal, Gerundial, Demonstrative, Phrasal, Interjectural and
General Inclusive. A clause transformation operates with three
of these clause types. Clauses may he rankshifted to function at
phrase rank and such clauses are termed clause constructs.

Phrases function as elements of clauses and acéording to
their clearly differentiated functions five classes of phrase are
established. These five classes of phrase alsc differ radically
in structure, At this point in the analysis, functicnal and
structural criteria ceincide and 1t is convenlent to describe
phrase structures separately for each class of phrase. The labels
given to the five phrase classes, namely, Verb Phrase, Neminal
Phrase, Adverbial Phrase, Complement Phrase and Reflexive Phrase,
reflect the internal structure of each class, apart from the
Complement Phrase. The Complement Phrase illustrates the fact
that the phrases are set up primarily on functional grounds as
there are no structural reasons for its establishment.

Verb Phrases (Chapter 1l) are divided into seven classes on
the basis of their function in verbal clauses. In structure, verb
phrases are comparatively simple with two types being established.
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The majority of verb phrases are simple verb phrases and conasist
of a single verb. Auxiliary verbs and a verbal particle in
addition to the verb head function in complex verb phrases,

Nominal phrases (Chapter 12) are divided into classes on the
basis of their function in clauses apd other phrases. They are
divided into simple and complex on the basis of whether they have
cne or more than one head element., A simple nominal phrase has
a single head element but the head may vary and eight different
types of simple nominal phrase are set up according to the head
element. There are six types of complex nominal phrase, All
nominal phrases o¢cur with various expansions which are grouped
into preexpansion, occurring before the phrase head, and post-
expansion and relative expansions, hoth occurring after the heagd.

Adverbial phrases (Chapter 13} constitute a single class and
and are also divided into simple and complex on the basis of
whether they have one or more head element, Simple adverbial
phrasea are divided into six types. Three of the six involve an
embedded nominal phrase., There are two types of complex adverbial
phrase.

Complement phrases (Chapter 13) also constitute a single
clags. They are divided intc four types. Three of the four are
nominal or adverbial phrases.

Verbs (Chapter 14) are grouped into nine classes on the
basgis of their function, namely, Transitive, Ditransitive, Intran~
seitive, Complement, Equative, Impersonal, Sensient, Gerundial and
Auxiliary. Verbs are divided into stative and non-stative,
Stative verbs are a small class consisting of fifteen verbs,
Stative and non-stative verbs, though having very similar struc-
tures, do show some significant differences. These differences
are mainly in the aspect system which can be regarded as a
reduced system in the case of stative verbs. Stative and non-
stative verbs may be affirmative or negative. There are thus
four main verb types, which can be listed in order of their fre-
quency of occcurrence, as affirmative non-stative, negative non-
stative, affirmative stative and negative stative.

In structure, all verbs comprise a stem with an obligatory
base affix and optional extensor suffixes of which there are
twenty-seven. The aspect system is realised by four verb base
affixes together with tone patterns which mark the verb and, in
some instances, preceding nominals. This leads to eleven aspects
of the atfirmative non-stative verb. Verb stems may consist of
one or more root and derivational affixes alsc occur.

Verbs may be transformed into the negative and into the
relative., The negative transformation involves negative particles
and negative base forms. The aspect system in the negative 1is
reduced to a seven term system, The relative transformation is
alsc limited to certain aspects. The other verb forms are the
two gerundial forms and the verbal extension.
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Nominals {(Chapter 15) are grouped into five classes, Indepen-
dent, Dependent, Pronominals, Numeral and Relative. Independent
ncminals are further divided into General, Personal, Impersonal,
Verbbound, Time and Interrogative nominals. Pronominals are
divided into Perscnal Pronominals, Personal Proncuns and the
Selective Pronocun. In structure, four types of nominals are
recognised; Simple, Derived, Reduplicated and Compound. Tone
clagges are established for nominals. Simple nominals divide
into seven tone classes.

Adjectives (Chapter l6) are grouped into four classes,
Nominal, General, Adverbial and Numeral. There are three types
of adjective; Simple, Reduplicated and Derived.

Adverbs (Chapter 17) comprise three classes based on their
occurrence in adverblal and complement phrases. In structure,
there are three types of adverb; Simple, Reduplicated and Derived.

Qther word classes {(Chapter 17) include Deictics (of which
there are two classes, Nominal and Adjectival), Reflexive elements,
Particlea (of which there are eleven classes) and Interjections.

Roots {(Chapter 18) divide into Verb, Neminal, Adjective and
Adverb roots.

Some classes of words and roots are open classes, others are
cloged classes. This information 1is given for each class, To
save unnecessary wording, the convention is followed that all
clagses of word and root are open classes unless it ig stated
otherwise, Thus, in 14.1.1, Class Tl and T2a are open classes,
but Class T2b is a closed class, and in 14,1.,3, Class Il is open
but Class I2 is a closed ¢lass, It will be seen that scmetimes
the term "closed class" is used, but in the case of some very
small classes, it has nct been considered necessary to state this
explicitly since the description states concerning the particular
class, that it "consists of ... {followed by a list of items)”,
Such lists include all members of the class concerned.

1.6 THE TRANSCRIPTION

In general, the Izl examples given as illustraticns in each
section and discussed from time to time in the text are written
phonemically. The symbols used for the phonemes are those currently
in use Iin Izl orthography. A phonetic transcription is used,
however, whenever the particular feature is discussed. Thus, in
Chapter 6, the voiceless labial fricative is symbolised [¢],
whereas elsewhere it is written /ph/ as this is the way it is
written in current Tzi publications.

Details of the phonemes are given in Chapter & and the sym-
bols used in the Izl transcription are those given in the charts
of consonants {page 77) and vowels (page 32) except that



