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Foreword

This is the third of a set of four volumes dealing with Uto-Aztecan grammar,
The grammatical descriptions in these volumes grew out of a Summer Institute
of Linguistics Uto-Aztecan workshop that was held in Ixmiquilpan, Hidalgo,
Mexico from January through April 1976. I was invited to be guest director of
that workshop and supervised the participants in the preparation of grammatical
sketches of the various Uto-Aztecan languages on which they were working, At
the end of the workshop it was agreed that the sketches would be revised for
publication, resulting in this series. Volume 1 of the series consists of my own
Overview of Uto-Aztecan Grammar, which is based on the lecture material |
presented during the workshop and provides fundamental information concern-
ing the Uto-Aztecan language family (including both synchronic structure and
diachronic evolution) and relevant grammatical concepts, Volume 2, Modern
Aztec Grammatical Sketches, contains sketches of Tetelcingo Nahuatl by David
H. Tuggy, North Puebla Nahuatl by Earl Brockway, Huasteca Nahuatl by
Richard and Patricia Beller, and Michoacdn Nahuatl by William R, Sischo, The
present volume contains three sketches (rather than five as originally planned):
Northern Paiute represents the Numic subfamily, the northernmost within
Uto-Aztecan; Papago and Northern Tepehuan are both members of the Pimic
{or Tepiman) subfamily found in Arizona and northern Mexico. Volume 4 will
contain sketches of Western Tarahumara by Don Burgess and of Cora by
Eugene Casad.

The purpose of these sketches is to provide Uto-Aztecan scholars, linguists
generally, and other interested people with reasonably comprehensive basic
information about a variety of Uto-Aztecan languages. To facilitate under-
standing and comparison, we have adopted fairly uniform transcriptions,
abbreviations, and formats. These four volumes are to be considered an integral
unit. The Overview constituting Volume 1 provides the background necessary
for appreciation of the individual sketches in Volumes 2-4, which in turn serve
to exemplify the points covered in the Overview and to make possible ready
comparison of the languages treated.

RWL
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Organization

The outline below is the general one for the series as presented and followed
in Volume 1. Titles in italics stand for actual sections in a sketch; the others
show how these sections are organized into larger units. Individual sketches in
Volumes 2-4 may depart in minor ways from this outline.
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NORTHERN PAIUTE

INTRODUCTION

Northern Palute is a Numic language and the most northern
of the Uto-Aztecan family. It is a major language on ten res-
ervations and nine colonies in Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, and
California. It is spoken by approximately 3000-5000 pecple.
A1l dialects from Lee Vining in Califernia to Fort Hall in
Idaho are mutually intelligible. The Northern Paiute native
to Owens Valley, California speak a Tanguage often called Mono
which is distinct from the language discussed in this paper.
The Northern Paiute of this paper is specifically the dialect
spoken at the Fort McDermitt reservation in Nevada. Other
names that have been used for this language or for the speakers
of this language include Piute, Bannock, Snake, Western-
Shoshoni-Paiute-Snake, and Paviotso [pabioco'e].

Historically, the Paiute people were divided among at least
nineteen bands each representing a dialect of the Korthern
Paiute language. After settlement on reservations, many bands
found themselves split between two or more reservations and
living with members of other bands and often other Tanguages as
well. Individual reservation and colony dialects have begun to
emerge from convergence of band dialects and divergence of lo-
cation. There 1s still easy intelligibility among all dialects,
but the language as spoken south of the Humboldt River in Nevada
is different in some ways from the language spoken north of it.

Allen Snapp 75 a native speaker of Northern Paiute. He was
born in McDermitt in 1919 and has Vived most of his 1ife there.
He 15 responsible for the idiomaticity and accuracy of all
Pajute utterances in this work and for their pairing with the
free translations.

Joy and John Anderson are native speakers of English and
have 1ived in McDermitt since 1968. They are responsible for
the glosses below each morpheme, for the English prose, and for
the Pajute transcriptions.

The authors owe a special debt of gratitude to Dr. Sven
Liljeblad for his inspiration and encouragement, and to Ed and
Neva Andrews for permission to use their unpublished work.



6 SNAPP / ANDERSON

PHONOLOGY
Phonemes
p t c s k k:
b d z z J g g
mm nn no
m n n
y !
i ¥ u
a o

Most second-syllable vowels of a word are long. The only
exception is when the first-syllable vowel is long. Some suf-
fixes contain a Tong vowel as well. Length is written only
when not on the second syllable.

/nana/ [nana-] man
/naana/ [na-nal men
3 feinijui/ Leini-Juil teach
} /na=tinijui/ [natd=nljuil learn
REFL-teach

The primary word stress and highest pitch occur on the
long vowel, except on a very few words where the length is on
the first syllable but the stress on the second. The lowest

. pitch immediately follows the highest pitch. Secondary stress
| pitches occur on every even syllable after the primary stress.
Stress and pitch are not written in this sketch.

} 1 = Towest pitch
4 = highest pitch
“ = primary stress
~ = gecondary stress
2 4 13 2 4 1 32 2 4 13 23
t+nTju’ na-t¥nijui su-na-tiniJui
teach REFL-teach want-REFL-teach

teach learn want to learn
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A1 syllabies and all morphemes end in a vowel. A syllable
contains only one vowel, or a consonant and a vowel, or a
glottal stop or h plus a nasal or semi-vowel plus a vowel.

V = any vowel Northern Paiute syllable patterns:
C = any consonant
C1=I,h v
C =m, n, 0, W, W cv
C:C.¥
a.da crow na.ka ear 83, 'mi wet
pa.ba -'vyu bkig pa.hmu tobacco 'ma.ha.ni prepare

The proper rhythm of a Northern Faiute sentence comes from
spacing the sentence sStresses equally. This equal spacing is
achieved by iengthening or shortening all syllables in a stress
group. Up to three sentence stresses are placed on any one
clause. The sentence stress falls on the last word of the
phrase, on the syllable receiving the primary word stress. One
stress is placed on the verb. Ancther is placed on a topical-
1zed phrase, if any. Others may be placed on any other phrase,
with nouns getting preference over pronouns, long phrases over
short, and subjects over objects.

I

=

sentence stress
primary word stress
secondary stress

P

kafba-mdku n# ka pukd punn?
mountain-on I ACC horse see
On the mountain I see the horse.

Major Phenclogical Processes

Every conscnant except h and ' is paired with another in a
fortis-lenis contrast.

Fortis p t c¢ s k k¥ mm nn nn § KY/g
Lenis b d z z g gw moon gy W

At the beginning of a phrase, the contrast between fortis
and lenis is phonetically neutraiized. The neutralized form is
phonetically similar to the fortis (except for w and y), but
there are underlying contrasts in fortis and lenis that are
brought out whan the word falls phrase medially.



SNAPP / ANDERSON

Single Nouns

[kapal /gapa/ bed
[kucal /kucu/ cow
[pak™il /bak"i/ fish
[pukul /puku/ horse

Frame: su...paba'yu This...is big.

/su gapa paba'yu/
/su kucu paba'yu/

/su bak™1 paba'yu/
/su puku paba‘yu/

L su gapa paga'yu]
{su kucu papa'yu]
[su pak"i popa'yu]
{su puku papa'yu]
remmy papa’yu]
tifs papa’yu]

[su
[su

[tammu] /dammu/ sinew

/su dammu paba'yu/
[tipa] /tiba/ pinenut

/su tiba paba'yu/

Certain morphemes have the property of. causing the follow-
ing morpheme within the phrase te begin with a fortis.

/nobi-k"ai/
houge—-into

intc the house
/nobi-kwa‘ni'yu/
house-be

Iike
like a house
/ada-kwa‘ni‘yu!
arcu-be
Like
like a crow
/kawona-k"ai/
ecarrying-intc
basket
into the carrying basket
/kawona~k"a' ni'yus
carrying-be
baaket Like
like a carrying basket
/kaad+-kwa'ni'yu/
cat~be
1ike
like a cat

/i mai-wai/f
my hand-in
in my hand

/mai-wa'ni'yu/

hand-be

Iike
like a hand
fagat~wa'ni‘yu/
trout-be

Like

like a trout
/isa~wa'ni 'yu/
wolf-be
like
like a wolf
/toog¥-wa'ni'yu/
dog-be
Like
1ike a dog

The durative morpheme changes lenis to fortis or inserts a
glottal stop into a morpheme {see STEMS for spelling rules and

examples).

Lenis consonants spirantize after all vowels except i.
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1"

[su pea piss kama] (paa pBife kama]
/su  baa blsa kamma/ /baa bisa kamma/
that water good taste water good taate
That water tastes good. Water tastes good.

[ka' Bi¥s te nopi matapenna]
/gal bisa t+ nobi mmatabinna/
not good oun house fiz

up
They didn’t fix their house.

[pisu ga' o maficefine]
/ptsu gai o mmabicabina/

he not it clean

EMPH

He himself did not clean it.

Volcelessness regresses from pause or fortis.

suUP [ TAKYATU lsupltakwatuf knows (DUR)
suUP ITAK Atuna fsupitakwatu-na/ knows (+ SUBR}

High vowels become centralized after low vowels.

[ntga poku +mi uwunak™a wa'mo]
/niga puku ¥mi uunak a wa'mu/
my  horse they behind gallep
EMPH
My horse gallops faster than their horse.

Low vowels become centralized after high vowels.

[ka nopil [i noBil
fka  nobt/ /1 nobl/
that house my house
that house my house
[su gepa papa'yul [su  kucu papa'yul
/su  gapa paba'yu/ /su kucu paba'yu/
that bed big that cow big

This bed is big. This cow is big.
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BASIC SENTENCE STRUCTURE

The most frequent, the unmarked, and almost surely the
underlying basic sentence structure is SOV. The surface-
structure subject is not necessarily overt.

nt puku punni
I horse see
I see the horse.

Location, temporal, and manner expressions occur anywhere
in a sentence except between object and verb. They occur most
frequently in initial position, and most commeonly in the rela-
tive order TEMP-LOC-MAN. There is preference for two adverbs
net to be adjacent. TEMP, LOC, and MAN cah be realized as ad-
verbials, adverbial phrases, adverbial subordinate clauses,
noun phrases, or postpositional phrases.

izi'l nt puku punni kaiba-maku
yesterday I horse see  mountain-on
Yesterday I gsaw the horse on the mountain.

Any constituent of a sentence, except the verb, or any
major semantic word within a constituent, may be moved to
sentence-initial or sentence-final position. The semantic
effect of such a move is to identify the moved constituent as
new information or to emphasize it. Case is usually marked on
all constituents of the sentence that has undergone topicaliza-
tien.

ka puku n% punni kaiba-maku
ACC horse I aee  mountain-on
It was a horse that I saw on the mountain.

kaiba=maku nt ka puku punni
mountain-on I ACC horse see
It was on the mountain that I saw the horse.

kaiba-maku ka puku punni usu
mountain-on ACC horse see  he
It was he who saw the horse on the mountain.

kaiba-maku ka puks punni izi'l
mountain-on ACC horee see  yesterday
He saw the khorse on the mountain yesterday.



NORTHERN PAIUTE 11

PARTICLES AND CLITICS

Conjunctions (see COORDINATIONM)

yalsi then (temporal sequence)
ptno'o oS

ttwazu/tiwau also

pana but

piti or

=-noo/nooku and/with
{tu'itu)...tu'itu feither)...or

=slapt but

. s W,
yalsi tammi mia'a-k +
TEMP we go-POT
SEQ PL
Now we are going to go.
ni tamidé~wal-tu mia-k"# usu pino'o mia-k"+ ttwazu
I PN-to-go go-POT he DS go-POT alsc
I will go to MeDermitt and he will go alsc.

usy waa'adi-du-d+ tiwau
he bow-make-PRTC also
He is a bow maker alsc.

nt Izi'i tauna-mai pana usu gai
I yesterday town-to but he not
Yesterday I went to town, but he didrn’t.

himma usu paca-u mopant  piti muibi
what he kill-PNCT mosquito or  fly
What did he kill, a mosgquitc or a fly?

toogt-noo kaad+ tilpa-kuba yakwi
dog-and cat ground-on 81t

DL
The dog and cat sit on the ground.

usu tauna-mai-k"+ tu'itu saa-k"i
he town-to-POT or aook=FIT
He will go to town or cook.

n+ stkudu-ga=siapt nt gal u-ma sunaml
I school-go=but I not it-on think
I went to school, but I didn't pay any attention.
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Source Evaluation

tabf'a apparently {clause-final)
n#+mma it feels like (clause-final)
i ouoT/say (immediately follows quote)

umi mia'a-k"i-di-k"a'ni tabi'a

they go-POT-PRTC-11ke apparently
PL

It loocks like they are going.

usu suk”ida mani-d%-kwa'ni ntimma
he hurry  do-PRTC-be feel

iike Ilike
He seems to be In a hurry.

usu yaa tabinu p|d+-u-kw+ mi
he this day arrive-PNCT-POT QUOT
He said he will arrive today.

Modal

-ha/ma'a o

=sak a should/would

iga usad to

-pana UNR

gai...-pana NEG IMP

tu'f try

~wa'ni'yu can/should

=wa'ni/k"a'nI be like

stmfna might/maybe

=ga must
¥ ha'a ttka-k"™+ tammi=sak"a mia
you g eat-FOT we=ghould go
Are you going to eat? We should go.
nt o su=mia-na [hau=sakwa tu'i usuy ina gwii-u-kal

I  there want-go-SUBR if=would try he here invite-PNCT-go
I want to go there if he would invite me.

usu +ga hi-noo tt-hoawai-yak™i

he wused I-with UNSPEC-hunt-HAB
to

He used to go hunting with me.

nt su-ttka-pana gadu'u na-tika-di

I want-eqt=UNR not REFL-2qt-PRT(
have

I want to eat but there is no food.
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gal yaga-pana
not ery-UNR
Don't cry!

nimmi tu'l na-t#nlJui

we try BEFI-teach

learn

We are trying to learn.

umt u punni-gia-wa'ni'yu pana gal

they him see-go-oun

but not

They could go see him but they haven't.

umt mia'a-k"i-t#=k"a'ni tabi'as

they go-POT-PRTC=be
like

apparently

It locks like they are going.

P W
stmtna paama-k t
might rain-FOT
Maype it will rain.

usumga hanano'oc kimma [gai p¥mi | punni-pthi-no'e]
he=must when come not he me gee-STAT-along

EMPH wateh DUR

He must have come sometime when I wasn't watching for him.

Polarity

aha

gai

gai...-pana
gai...~wa'ni'yu
=ci

tni

tabici

nagtza

ga'yu

gadu'u

aha nt piha=bi
yes I asugar-ABS
Yes, I want sugar.

nt gal su-mi'a
I not want-go
DUR
I don't want to go.

nt gal mfa-wa'ni'yu
I not go-can
I can't go.

yes
ne/not

don't!

won't

INTNS

very/too

truly

really

have/exist

not have/not exist

gai nt kopi'l
noe I ocoffee
No, I want coffee./
I don't want coffee.

gal yaga-pana
not ory-UNR
Don't cry!

tnt=ci nt ttoya'
very=INTNS I atiak
I am really sick.

13
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tabici nim¥ tnt plawabi
truly Indian very old
truly Indian wWoman

She 15 a very cld woman.

usu nagiza Nt paba-'yu
he really very big-PRED
He 1s really too big.

BE/HAVE/DO

BE

Many clauses have no overt verb. Instead they consist of
two nonverbal units juxtaposed. In most cases the linear order
may be inverted without changing meaning.

Two noun phrases, one generic and one specific, are juxta-
posed to convey the idea of set membership.

stgt tnt walcl isu mogo'nl | nimbdui
PN very old this woman my relative
mr This woman is my relative.

Stgt 1s a very old man.

The generic noun phrase is frequently a nominalized clause.
This greatly increases the productivity of the N + N construc-
tion and yields a more forceful way of expressing the concept
than if it were left as a verbal-type clause.

usu nana nobi-tu-d+

that man house-make=-FRTC
DUR

That man is a carpenter.

An adjective can function as the predicate of the clause
by juxtaposition of a noun phrase and an adjective. The adjec-
tive will appear in its predicate form suffixed with -'yu,
-tipt, or ~kW+Ja'a (see ADJECTIVES).

sawa-bi od¥="'yu
sagebrush-ABS tall-PRED
The sagebrush 1s tall.

A locative can function as a predicate by juxtaposition of
a noun phrase and a locative phrase (usually postpositional}.
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ktntmm+ obl nobi-kwai
PN cver house—in
there

Kengmmt is over there in the house.

A special case of the above is where motion towards an
object is marked by the addition of the postpesition -tu tewards.

usu gaiba-ma-tu
he mountain-on-towards

. He went on the mountain.

An adverbial and a temporal may be juxtaposed to form a

clause.
yau 'awamua teisu 'awamua
now morwing a8till morning
Now 1t 1s morning. It is still morning.

Existence can be overtly indicated with the suffix -ga'yu
exist/have.

kaiba wogo-ka'yu
mountain pine-exist
The mountains have pines.

Existence can be denied by the free-standing but usually
initial word kadu (-'yu) not existing/not have. ~'yu PRED
Qgceurs on kadu sentence-final.

kadu sawa-bi yaa-tt kadu haga oi-tt
not eagebrush-ABS here-at not aomecne there-at
have have

There is no sagebrush here. No one is there.

i moonl'i kadu-'yu

my money  gone-PRED
My money is gone.

Existence of inanimate objects or abstracts can he indicat-
ed by making them subjects of a posture verb.

Singular Dual Plural

kad+ y;+kwl aata&a sit

habi k abi k ak abi lie (INAN)
'wint wam]| konao stand

pldt plbid+t pidt arrive
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s . . s a2 W
umt pa-paba-'yu tipi ka kaiba-kuba yitik'i
thoae RDP-big-PRED rock ACC mountain-on git

DL
Those big rocks are sitting on the mountain.

usu mt taka {wa=-u tilpa-na kwakwapi o may+t-u

he PL arvovhead lote-ACC growund-on lie:PL  there find-PNCT
DUR

He found those arrowheads lying on the ground.

su  sina-bi huu-d+t ktmaba 'wint

NOM cottorwood-ABS flow-PRTC by stand

The cottonwood tree stands by the river.

tomo pitt
winter arrive
DUR
The winter arrived.

The idea of becoming can be expressed several ways:

-'waya'ni turn into/become (suffixed to adjectives)
~tua become (suffixed to nouns)

'mani bacome (free-standing)

sina-bi naka oha-'waya'ni

cottorwood-ABS leaf yellow-become
The cottonwood leaves are turning yellow.

[usu hitci-ku puku-ga-si] lwa puku-tua
he few-ACC horae-have-SUBR many horee-become
He had just a few horses; then his horses became many.

nana 'manl
man  become
He became a man.

HAVE

Possession, whether long-term or fleeting, is expressed by
-ga'yu have/exist suffixed to the noun of a noun phrase.

wiyfpul ptdf nobi-ka'yu puha-ga'yu su waici
PN new house-have power-have NOM old
Wiyspui has a new house. man

The old man iz a shaman.

Possession is negated by a free-standing word kadu (-'yu)
not have/not exist, which usually occurs clause-initial.
Clause-final the suffix -'yu PRED occurs on kadu.
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kadu mooni‘i mooni'i kadu-'yu
Hot momey meney  not-FRED
have have

He hasn't any money. He hasn't any money.

Do

Certain verbs with the general meaning of do and make
are general enough in meaning to function as transitive pro-
verbs, particularly in questions such as What are you doing?
Most begin with the prefix ma- by hand/cause, although the
remnant is usually not a productive morpheme.

'manak™ 1 do

mana i do/complete

hani put/prepare

mahani work on/preparing

mada’i create

matabui make/fashion

N=du make N

mabicapl fix/repair

mablcia take care of
SuU  napa yayawa Ymanak” i su nana bisa 'manak”i
NOM man  lively do NOM man  good do
That man is lively. That man is doing good/well.
usu muasu  tf-bo mada 'l

he already UNSPEC-write create
He already knows how to write.

tt+ha ti-uunnak”a hani
pinenut REFL-behind put
He put pinenuts behind himself.

su mogo'ni tikab# mahanl
NOM woman  bread work
on
The woman iIs working on bread.

su isa ka tiipa mada'i
NOM wolf ACC earth oreate
That wolf creates the earth.

su nana kadt-nu matabui

NOM man  git-NRE make
chaty  DUR

That man mwade the chair.
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su  nana nobi-tu
NOM man  house-make
The man made the house.

su nana kaazi mabicapl
NOM man ecar  fix
The man is fixing the car.

su mogo'ni ka duaki mabicia

NOM woman  ACC ohildren take
care
DUR

That woman takes care of the children.

NON-DISTINCT ARGUMENT PHENOMENA

Reflexive

The reflexive prefix na- has several uses. When prefixed
to a verb with a collective subject, it can be reciprocal in
function.

umt  waha na-kimma'yu-su nimi  na-nod+k“a-du
those two REFL-diffevent-ADVR pecple REFL-wife-make
Those two peoples different from each other are
marrying each other.

o] naaci-noo cia'a na-noo stkudu-ga
there boy-with girl REFL-with school-go
The boy and the girl go to school together.

umt na-wana'a-m+
PL REFL-brother-FL
those brothers to each other

It is also reciprocal in certain frozen forms incorporating
numbers, nouns, or verbs.

naa-pahi-'yu na-bui na~bunni'i

REFL-three-PRED REFL-eye HEFIL-see

six glasses DUR
mirror/window

When it is used with specifically reflexive (non-recipro-
cal) value, a reflexive pronoun i1s optionally inserted. (With-
out the reflexive pronoun, the statement is ambiguous between
reflexive and passive sense.)
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nt (ntzu) na-punni nt ka huodi-k"al na-bagia-kw+
I rmyself REFL-see I ACC river-in  REFL-bathe-POT
I see myself. I will bathe in the river.

The prefix na- can also have passive force. The logical
subject cannot occur in an agentive construction, but must be
left unspecified.

yaa tomo simina iwa tthija na-koi-k"%

thia winter might many deer  REFL-kill-POT
FPL

Lots of deer might be killed this year.

mt kid+ t+pi-kia-kwai-ku na-may+
PL groundhog rock-ADJR-in-at REFL-find
Groundhogs are found in rocky places.

Unspecified Arguments

When an argument is not specified, it may be marked with
tt UNSPEC. For instance, when there is no object of an oblig-
atory transitive verb, the verb will be prefixed with ti-
UNSPEC (0BJ).

usu ti~hoawa'i vs. usu tthtja hoawa'l

he UNSPEC-hunt he deer hunt
DUR DUR

He is hunting. He 1s hunting deer.

This morpheme is also used for the subject of meteorologi-

cal verbs.
[gai tf bau'ma] tammi mia-'a-k"+
not UNSPEC rain we go-PL=-POT

DUR
When it isn't raining, we will go.

[tt taba clbugi-ki=si] toisu na-'#zis+
UNSPEC gun rige~come-SUBR gtill BEFL-cold
Until gunrise it will still be cold.

usu nonoca ti puku-kuba nimmi [t# togano-kwaitu]
he always UNSFEC horse-on travel UNSPEC dark-to
He always rides his horge uptil it gets dark.

The morpheme t+ also has a variety of coreferential func-
tions, essentially complementary to these of na-. When the
object of the verb is a full clause, either a complement or a
relative clause, the object can be copied as tt.
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usy t# [na=-t#nlJui-na] bisa mayoho
he UNSPEC REFL-leqrn-SUBR good follow
He follows the ways he was taught.

usu ka [hama-ma t+*pagida-]akwl] n+-maku t¥ timi-pt
he ACC hammer-with hit-REFET I-from UNSPRC buy-PERF
PRTC

Be bought the hammer he is hammering with from me.

If a possessor or postpositional object is coreferential
to the main clause subject, it is marked with t+.

usu t+ ona'a wasa-k"

she UNSFEC baby wash-PCT
(REFL)}

She bathes her own baby.

t+ba t+ uunnak™a hani
pinenut UNSPEC behind  put

(REFL)
He put the pinenuts behind himself.

If the possessor of an obligatorily possessed noun is not
specified, it is marked with the absolutive suffix -bi.

usu ona'a~bi wasa-kw+
she baby-ABS wash-POT
She washed somesone's baby.
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QUESTIONS

Yes/No Questiohs

-ha {bound form)
ha'a {free form)

A question marker may be added to any sentence (except a
content question) to form a yes/no gquestion. Either the free
or bound form can be used. The bound form is the more frequent-
1y used and is suffixed to the last word of the first con-
stituent.

t-ha izi'l ka puku maka
you-g yeeterday ACC horee feed
Did you feed the horse yesterday?

The free form can occur immediately after the first constitu-
ent ar the verb.

+ ha'a ka puku punni paamau-kw+ ha'a
you & ACC horse see rain-POT g
Did you gee the horse? will it ralne

The intonation of a yes/no question is highest on the
primary stress immediately preceding the question marker and is
otherwise the same as non-question intonation. A yes/no ques-
tion can be answered with yes or no; a compiete or partial
repatition of the sentence with nouns pronominalized; I don't
know; or in the case of an action verb, an adverb. A partial
repetition most frequently consists of no plus pronominalized
subject; or (yes) SUBJ OBJ VERB.

$-ha tika-mak"+

you-g eat-finish Have you finished eating?

Answers: aha ves, gai No. muast  Already.
yes 7o already

gal-su gai-su nit

not-yet not-yet I

Not yet. Not yet.

nt muasu  tika-mak"F
I already eat-finish I finished eating.

21
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Alternative Questions

One special type of yes/no question is an alternative gues-
tion where two noun phrases or complete clauses are conjoined
with (p#)ti or. Again, the -ha or ha'a will occur after the
first constituent. (Cf. COORDINATION.}

mogo'ni ha'a pfti nana + punni
woman g or man  Yyou see
bid you see a woman, or a man?

+ ha'a izi'i mia~u ptei i-'izi'l
you & yesterday go-PNCT or  RDP-yesterday
Did you go yesterday, ar the day before yesterday?

WH Questions

Content interrogative words can take the place of any con-
tent construction in a sentence or phrase. The question word
is moved to initial position in the sentence. Each constituent
has its unique, synchronically unanalyzable question word, al-
though a1l begin with h followed by a non-back vowel.

NOM Acc

haga haka who /whom

hit-'yu htt-u how many

hauni-'yu hauni-ku what kind

hano where

hano=-ti where at

hano~tu where to

ha'u why

hautu which direction

haa'no w how much

haa'no-k™ai what time

himma what

himma...hauniku what kind of thing

himma. .. ha=-yik i what is/are NP doing

hii what

hil-pt what used to be
haga tauna-wal haka t izi'i punni
who  town-in whom you yesterday see
Who is in town? Whom did you see yesterday?

hit-'yu nfmt oo

how-NOM people there

may

How many people are there?




