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FOREWORD

The presen: volume is the firat of a three-velume set containing
grammatical exe-ches of a variety of Uto-Aztecen languages. This firat
velume contains An Overview of Uto~Aztecan Grammar, written by the editor
and baped in la:'ge measure on research supported by a Katicnal Endowment
for the Humanities Senior Fellowship (1973-T4), The second volume,

Modern Aztec Orammetical Sketches, includes sketches of Teteleingo Nahuatl
oy David K. Tugiy; North Puebla Nahuatl by Earl Brockway, Huasteca Nahuetl
by Richard apd ?stricla Beller; and Michoacla Nahuel by William R. Sieche.
The third volumz, to be called Uto-AZtecan OQrammatical Sketches, will contain
aketches of Nor:zhern Pslute by Jehn ane Joy Anderscn; Papago by Dean Saxton;
Northern Tepehuain by Burton Bescom; Western Taraiumars by Don Burgess; and
Cora by Fugene lasad. These comments and those in the Overview pertein’

to all three valumes, which form an integral unit.

This work zrows out of a Uto-Azitecan workehop sponscred by the Summer
Ingtitute of Liaguistice and beld in Ixmigquilpan, Hidelge, Mexico from
January through April 1976. I wes invited to be the guest director of this
workehap and participated from January through Maych while on sabbatical
leave from the University of Californim, San Diego. In discusasions of objec-
tivee with the various participsnts, it socn became apparent that virtually
&ll of them hed & serious interest in arriving st some kind of reascnably
comprehenaive grammatical description of the language they were studying.
This interest dovetailed neatiy with my own campavative-hiatorical work in
Uto-Aztecan, which invelves assembling grammatical informetion mbout all
the deughter languages attested and crganizing thie information in some
coliersnt and reasonably uniform way. We decided, therefore, that the main
getivity of the workshop would be the preparation of grammatical sketches
for esch langusge involived in a fairly uniform formet and notation, This
project was successful to the extent that we further decided to revise ihe
aketches for mblication, with the result now before you. To thease sketches
I have added my own Qverview, which provides the background information,
pertaining botl. to grammeticel concepte generally and Uto-Aztecan traits
in perticular, necessary for the preparation, interpretation, and apprecia-
tion of the incividual sketches.

The pract cal value for Uto-Aztecan acholarse of fairly comprehensive
grammstical eketebes in simple, straightforward notation and uniform
format should he readily apparent. On the other hand, 1t would be
neither feagibi.e nor desirsble to impoee a notation and format so rigia
and detailed an to preclude individual veriation and creative responaes
to linguistic ;roblems. We have tlierefore tried to steer s middle course.
such things as phenetic symbole and grammetical ebbreviatione have been
standardized, so that, for instance, e will always stand for a mid front
vowel (never fur a high back unrounded vowel, for which we use i), and
IMP will alway: stand for 'imperative'. Morecver, all of the sketches
follow & commo) broad cutline {discussed and illustrated in the Qverview)
end consider t-ie same genersl range of phenomena within each eection of that
outline. Witnin this outline, however, s conelderable degree cof variation
will be noted. There is little variation in the inventory or ordering of

.



major secticns, but a great deal in the grouping of meterial intc subsecticns
and arrahgement and deascription of materisl within each subsection. Tie
analysis and treatment of parallel phencmena will scmetimes differ in
sketehes of languages even ps closely related as the Aztec dialects,

Aythors naturaelly very with respect to writing style, linguistic sophisti=-
cation, femilierity with the lenguege, individual interests snd cbjectives,
and many other factors. MThese differences are inevitably reflected in the
sketches they have written, and I have not tried to level them through heavy-
handed editing. I hope that whet has resulted combines the advantages of

a uniform format with the strengths of the individual writers,

I would like perscnally Yo acknowledge the contributors to these
volumes for their interest, cooperation, and dedicetion through a long and
arduous period., All of us would like collectively to thank and acknowledge
the various people who have contributed in one way or anotler to the
guceesaful completion of this project. These include Doris Bartholomew,
for organizing the Uto-Aztecan workshep end providing substential help
and encouragement at every stage; the lenguege helpere and their communities,
for meking the resources cof their lengueges available; the families, friends,
and workers at the Ceatro Linglfistico Manuel Gamio in Inxmiguilpan, for their
fellowship end cooperation; and sll the other people who have contributed in
tneir individuel ways to the evolution, preparetion, and production of
these volumes.

RWL

-ii-



-1-

CONTENTS

INTRGDUCTICY
The Uks-Aztecan Femily
Orammatical Bketches
References
PHONOLOGY
Phonemes
Major Phonclogical Processes
BASIC SENTENCE STRUCTURE
Word Crder
Topic
Praonovn Copies
Presunptive and Resumptive Pronoun Constructions
Foecua
Other
PARTICLYS LND CLITICS
Conjurctions end Adverbs
Polarity
Modal
Pronorinal
Tense Aspect
Clitic Constructicna
BE/HAVE/DC
BE
HAVE
Da
NON-DISTINUT ARGUMENT PHENOMENA
Ungpecified Arguments
Refleuive
Pessive /Tmperaonal
QUESTTONS
Yes/Ho Questions
WH Qu:stions
IMPERATIVE:
Fogitive Imperatives
Negative Imperatives
Modnl Imperatives
NQUN MORPH JLOGY

N+X=¥N
V+Xa N
VERB MORPHJLOGY
N+X=¥Y
Other
ADJEUTIVE MORPHOLOGY
X+1Y¥=ADT
Miscellanecus
COMPOUNDS

Noun Compounds
Verb Compounds



7T

80
82
85

66
89
92
92
95

10
103
104
105
105
106
106
107

108
110
112
113
113
115
116
116
118
119
120
120
121
122
123
124
124
126
126
127
128
130
132
133
133
135

.

BASIC INFLECTIONAL ELEMENTS
Absolutive
Plural
Accusative
Other
POSSESSIVES
Morphology
Syntax
POBTPOSITIONS
Farms
Syntax
DEMONSTRATIVES
Forms
Syntax
ADVERBIAL DEMORSTRATIVES
Location
Time
Manner
QUANTIFIERS
Forms
Byntax
NUMERALS
Basic Forms
Derived Forms
Syntax
ADJECTIVER
Morphology
Syntax
COMPARATIVES
Compariscna of Inequality
Comparisone of Equality
Buperlatives
INDEFINITE PRONOUNS
Positive
Negative
ANY
Special Conetructiona
DEFINITE PRONOUNS
Independent
Dependent
STEMS
guppletion
Reduplication
Perfective and Imperfective Stems
Other Stem Phenomens
INCORFPORATION
Instrumental Frefixes
Other



137

176
179
181
182
183
185
185
189
192
195
198
199

~3-

SYNTACTIC FARKING

Prononinal

Non=Do.etinet Argument Merkere
Sentence Type

Rumbe:: Agreement
Buborrinetion

NON-BYNTACTIC AFFIXATION

Causa-;ive
Adversial
Valit ional
Modal
Aspecual
Tensa/Aspect

OVERALL VEiB S8TRUCTURE
COORDINRATI )N

Conjuictions
Syntac

COMPLEMENT CLAUSES

EMBED

Position
Marking
Modification
DED QJESTIONS
General

Yes /Ko Questions
WH Questions

RELATIVE CLAUSES

General

Bubject Relativee
Object Relatives
Obli¢ue Relatives
Headless Relatives

ADVERBIAL CLAUSES

TEXTS

Advervial Relative Clauses
Tempcral Cleauses
If-Clauses

Other

The toyote snd the Jackrabhit





