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SHORT CONVERSATIONS

Ma'ee pa.
thing  question

Andhi.
Ma'ee pa.

Ipiraa.
Sawara.
Wynee.
Kaméraa.
Yhara.
Misara.
Tatoa.
Akvkya.
Tapi'ira.
Sakdépema.

Awaa pa.
person question

Awaa rimo.
person indefinite

Awaa pa.
isee.
Andhi.
Kaméraa.
Seréa?yra.
(any name)

Mo pa
place indef. question

Kwé 1ihas.
far  he went
pé ihas.
nearby he went
Ahay'ym.

he goes negative

"What is it?"

"Nothing."

"What is it?"

"Fish."

"Dog".

"People”.

"Brazilian™.

"Canoe".

"Deer".

"Tatu".

"Big monkey".

"Tapir".

"Jacu " (type of bird)

"Who is it?"

"l don't know."

"Who is it?"

"It's I."

"no one".
"Brazilian".
"my son".
(any name)

ihas. "Where did he go?"
he goes
"He went far away."

"He went nearby."

"He didn't go."



5 Q. Mo pa ihas. "Where did he go?"
place indef. question he goes
A 4. MO rimo. "l don't know."
place indef. unattested

0. Q. Maraa pa eredpo ywyrapara.
how question you make bow
A. Adpo  heréka ipina.
I make linear action scraping

7. Q. Ma'ee ramo pa erehapoéta. "Why are you going?"
what  result question you-go-will
A. Misara mo asbkapdta oéha. "I am going to kill a deer."
deer some I-kill-will I go

SECTION 2. NOUNS

Nouns as words and expressions always occur with the affix —a function marker for
nouns (with the allomorph —e which occurs only after —e).

For a more detailed description of how nouns are formed, see grammar statement, and for
a more complete list of nouns, see the lexicon file. Here are presented some of the shorter and
more common nouns for quick mastery and use in the frames in the other sections.

Noun expressions made up of a single noun can fill the subject slot of verb less sentences.
A good frame for learning is:

1. Q. (noun) pa. A. (noun) :
2. Q. (noun) pa. A. (anbéhi) + nounbase + y'ym + a)
"No, itisnta..."
Example:
Q. Neredmawa pa. "Is it your pet?"
your pet question
A. Seredmawa. "Yes, it is."
my pet
or A. Ha. "Yes."
or A. A'ee. "Yes."
or A. Andhi. "No."
or A. 2Anbéhi sereomawy'yma. "No, it isn't my pet."”
or A. Asharp intake of breath with slight lift of eyebrows signifies an affirmative answer.



DRILL: Imagine appropriate situations, i.e. cooking, studying, visiting, etc. where the above

frame would fit, using some of the following nouns, and practice it.

DRILL: In a live situation, record the answers to as many of the items as are available for

questioning.
SOME NOUNS
1. Body Parts

ipaa
idkyna
ipya
ipy'aa
i'awa
isia
héhaa
hésa
ikoa

2. Animals
sdwara

masa
sasia
sasi'oa
sanoa
sawbsia
akdsia
sakaree
ipiraa

3. Elements
ywa
'ysa
va
itaa
yykWapia
parano'dhoa

hand
head
foot

stomach, liver

hair
nose
eye
tooth
tongue

dog (jaguar)
snake

ant
mosquito
spider
tortoise
agouti
alligator
fish

tree
earth
water
stone
stream
river

ikyna
ikodkypa
isora
isdéroa
isywa
isvkee
(sero)wya
héwena

wyra
misara
tapi'ira
hedmawa
ordwoa
kéree
siwa'aa
tasdhoa

sadhya
sahytataa
kWardhya
sobdbwia
ka'aa
yysina

bone
finger
neck
mouth
arm
side
blood
belly

bird

deer

tapir

pet

vulture

pig

collared peccary
wild pig

moon
stars
sun
grass
jungle
sand



Man's Works and Tools

pée road tadtaa fire

ekVopisaa field sa'ee clay jar

petysina paper (also papee, from apykawa sitting instrument or chair
Portuguese papel) tépawa lying instrument or

imosywakawa ‘writing instrument’ hammock

arataa tin can (from tyroa cloth
Portuguese lata) késa gourd

somiapapyna motor (also métoa, from paratoa pan
Portuguese motor) tahakWospia Spoon

adna house sya axe

vhara canoe

Food

pétyma tobacco ywaa fruit

ha'aa, meat awasia corn

ma'ead'aa game meat sorbémoa squash

sataa banana mani'apa manioc

séa Brazil nut 6'ia manioc flour (farinha)

Miscellaneous

hawa feather oree 1 pe

hopi'aa egg péhee 2p

isee 1s késoa woman

énee 25s hée woman

a'ee 3sandp akoma'ee man

sanee 1 pi pnaa man

Relationships

ha'yra son (man's) héra name

hasyra daughter (man's) dkVawa Indian

imémyra children (women's) kamaraa Brazilian

hatya wife téria Brazilian

imena husband amerikana American

SECTION 3. SHORT CONVERSATIONS BASED ON DESCRIPTIVE VERBS:

ipiri'as warm (a person) ikam fat

ipirahy angry i'am has head hair

ipiren thin and flat as a leaf i'awého hairy

ipisinp white inem rotten

ipiron red iwisedbho big

ipihe smells iram bitter



ipihon black, dirty héta much, many

pipi small hé'e good to eat, finished, ready

ipdko long hé'ys many, much

iporapopipi young hahy hurts

ipdéhos heavy hén black

ipérap young, pretty hésme sharp

ipytépan alive horywéte happy

itemondého lie (tell a...) ihym smooth

itawa soft iapd'a round

typy water-deep anéhi no, none

typam dry iawadépam  old (person)

ity'arahy hungry iawaspam  worthless, ugly

ikaras flat iaro pretty

ik&nam curved ikato good
Question: Ipiri'as pa. "Is he angry?"

he hot question

Any of the descriptive verbs will yield the following types of answer:

1. Positive - repeat verb or &'ee, etc.

2. Negative -+ anéhi + verb + neg.suffix y'ym.

3. Negative -+ andhi 4+ verb + affixesn-__ -ihi.

Person Prefixes are: se- lam_

ne- youare
i/h heis____ (on certain stems zero prefix with stem changes)
sene- weincl.are
ore- weexcl.are
pe- youpl.are

Examples:  Sepiréhy. “I'm angry." Serorywéte. "I'm happy."
Nepirahy. "You're angry." Nerorywéte.
Ipirahy. Horywéte.
Senepirahy. etc.
Orepiréhy.
Pepiréahy.



Before affix class 5 there is morphophonemic change in certain stems. The stems are

grouped thus:
1. Vowel final, i.e. ipiradhy - ipirahyého.
2. S final changes from submember [y] ipiri'as to submember S,
ipiri'asdbho.
3. Nasal consonant final changes to non-stop non-nasal of same point of
articulation, i.e. 1kam - ikawého.
4. Nasal consonant final which does not change,

ipdbéran - iporandho.

Frame Drill for learning descriptive verbs will be:

1. Question (verb) pa.
2. Answer (verb) :
or 1. Question (verb) pa.
2. Answer andéhi verb y ' ym.
or 1. Question (verb) pa.
2. Answer anéhi n-_(verb) -ihi.
Examples: 1. Tkam pa. ikam.
2. fkam pa. anéhi ikawy'ym.
3. fkam pa. anéhi na (i) kawihi.

5th Order affixes of very frequent use are:

-y'ym  negative

-oho exaterative, possibly the most common of all, and used all over the place
where we'd say, "He's really " or various other markers.

Either of these constitutes a good frame for these verbs:

Examples: I'am pa. "Does he have much hair?"
I'awbho. "Does he ever ..."
I 'awY'ym. "NO_"

Very often nouns are used in conjunction with these verbs in an equative relationship, i.e.
Né'awa 1ipodko.

your hair it-is-long



Frame: noun descriptive verb

Drill: Use appropriate nouns with verbs.
It would be good to write down in a notebook which nouns have an affinity for
which verbs and learn them together for automatic use at a later date, so that
there will be no problem of pondering semantic limitations right in the middle of
a conversation.

Examples: awoman (késoa) is beautiful (1aro).
A young woman (kosé'1ia) is beautiful (ipdran).
A girl

Food (hemi 'oa) is good to eat (hé'e).
(Ywyrapara ikato) A bow is useful, works.
(Akoméa'ee hato) A man is strong, brave, hard.

i.e. the same quality that enables a man to move logs is the one that keeps
him from running from enemy arrows. A house ... probably i kato 'good’
or iaro 'pretty’

The fatter the animal, the better (1 kam) for eating.

Drill: Run through various hypothetical situations where an utterance of surprise or
wonder is called for.
Isn't it big! Iwisedho.
It really hurts! Hahy.

The intonation and final length is best learned from a native speaker.

SECTION 4. INTRANSITIVE VERBS (More commom ones)

1. Movement away from speaker, 2.  Movement towards speaker,
horizontal horizontal
aha he goes 6n he comes
(see irregular verbs) (see irregular verbs)
Shem he leaves oséwyn he returns
6san he arrives
3.  Movement in either... 4. Movement upwards
6son he runs épan climb, ascend
owéwe fly osedpin climb
owewos sSwim
oata walk



Movement downwards

dsym descend
6'an fall
Body Position

6'om stand
6'am lie down
0apyn sit
Others

bpon be pierced
opam

6kyn rain
bdwany turn
opyta stay

run out, be finished

6. Social Intercourse
oporonéta talk
opdka laugh
okyyse be afraid
osé'en talk
oseépan sing
oserdsi be afraid
osemoaras  play

8.  Body Function
6pan wake up?
6ken sleep
bhes
osékys
osad'a cry

Frame + Subject: noun + pred.: intr. verb.

pairs in the frame with proper rhythm, etc.

Drill
Examples:
Sawara
dog
Wyra
bird

bdson.
he-ran

owéwe.

it-flies

Find nouns which have a semantic affinity for each of these verbs and learn the

"The dog is running, ran."

"The bird is flying, flew."

Frame + Verb + Affixes from Affix Order 5

Drill:

use the various suffixes as frames for learning.

Examples:

Oken.
Okeréame.

Okénta.

"He slept."
"He's sleeping now."
"He's going to sleep.”

Okerdho.

10

Group these verbs according to morphophonemic changes as in Section 3 and

"He really slept, he slept big."



Examples:
Okery'ym. "He didn't sleep.”
Okery'ymta. "He's not going to sleep."”
Okentaréame. "He's going to sleep now."
Okeréte. "He sleeps a lot." (rare usage)
Okentardho . "He's going to sleep now (but probably shouldn't be)."

3. Frame + Relational Phrase + Verb

Drill: This will have to be tied in with the section on relationals. The main problem
will be when the subject is 3rd person and the predicate comes after the
relational phrase. The verb then takes the deemphasized form.

Examples: (form: i- + stem /with morphophonemic change)

(h) + ils
KWé ihas. (instead of 4ha) "He went far away."
far  he went
Kad'aa pype iéatas. "He's hunting in the jungle."”
jungle in he walks
YwykWara pype 1'ari. "He fell in the hole."
hole in he fell
Tépawa pype ikeri. "He's sleeping in the hammock."
hammock in he sleeps

4. Frame: Person prefix + stem

Drill: Learn all of the regular verbs with all of the person prefixes so that
control is automatic.

a- I
ere- you
o- he, she, it, they
sa- we inclusive
oro-  we exclusive
pe- you plural and imperative
e- imperative
Examples: verb: to sit aapyn, ereapyn, oapyn,

saapyn, oroapyn, peapyn, eapyn.

11



Frame: (Negative..other)
n/na verb
Drill: Run through all in all the persons.
Examples: Nékerihi.
Nasonihi.
SECTION5. TRANSITIVE VERBS
1. Directional Action
opépyn  pull
opéhin rake
opéso blow
opykos  reciprocating motion
3. Action toward
oéron bring
émon give
5. Actionup
o6pin climb
7.  Process /work, manufacture
opbéhes wash
6py play flute, suck
6tym plant, bury
omédwany  cause to turn
o4po make
9. Physical; Psychological

oénom hear
oéton smell
oménen  put to sleep

oménem  put on (clothes)

"He doesn't sleep.”
"I don't run.” (I can't run.)

10.

12

(He doesn't, can't, won't --linear-- as opposed to
He didn't--punctiliar--, isn't)

ihi/shi

Action away from
oeraha carry
omana  throw
omaman throw

Action out of
oékys  pull out

Action down
omd'an cause to fall
oétyn  drop

Food

opypon boil

6'o eat

oapy light fire

oy'o arrow

oéhyn roast

omoapyn cook

6si tie

oadmana tie

Social

okWaham  know

omomyro  look for

0sb6'oy buy, fetch?
opdétan desire, want, like, love
oeréka have, be with
omd'e teach, make speak



11. Violent action

opyhy
ondépo
osodka
owahy
OyWO
ob6'o

Frame 1.
Examples:

Frame 2.
Examples:

Frame 3.

Examples:

Frame 4.
Examples:

grab

hit

kill

make hurt

shoot (with bow & arrow)
bite

12. Cutting
okysi
okytyn
omasaran
omanahan
omoémon
okdbéton
omosywan

+ Object (noun) + Verb + Subject: noun

Apa oéapo.

Sawara ondpo.

Sawara ondépo akoma'e.
Mani'ana opykos.

etc.

Person prefix + stem

adpo I make
eredpo you make
edpo make!
o4po he makes
sendépo * ipe

nenépo (onopo)
senendpo
orendépo * ipe
pendpo

orondpo

Negative + stem

n/na ihi

nodpoihi

Verb + Affix5

onopodbho

onopdte

house he makes
dog he hits
dog he hits man

manioc he roasts

saapo
Oroapo

peépo

I hit
you hit
we incl.
we excl.
you pl.
you s/pl

he hit big

13

slice

grate

split

chop, cut

pierce

pierce, sew, give injection
write, carve?

"The man hits the dog."

we incl.
we excl.

you pl.

(~ with ete after consonant final) really hit



Examples:

onoporame right now

onopopdta future

onopoy'ym negative
Frame 5. + Relational Phrase + Verb + Object

This should be studied in conjunction with the section on relationals. The verb in the 3rd
person subject will be in the de-emphasized form with the object indicated in the prefix.

Examples: i-(h) 3s/p Sérapa pype indpos. He was bit in my house.
se- 1s " senépos. | was bit in my house.
ne- 2s " nendépos.  You were bit in my house.
sene- 1 pi " senenodpos. \We(incl) were bit in my house.
ore- 1pe " orendpos. \We(excl) were bit in my house.
pe- 2p " pendpos.  You(pl) were bit in my house.

For other relevant and common types of frames, do combinations of the above, checking
your ideas with an informant.

SECTIONG6. NON-INITIATING VERBS

This will make one of the big differences between your sounding like a native or like a
foreigner in communication of a series of predications. Best material can be gotten from texts. A
few general rules apply:

(1) This type of verb forms the nucleus of a shorter (different) clause on the sentence
level or of the main clause of non-initiating (dependent) sentences on the paragraph
level.

(2) Asa clausette, it usually occurs after the main clause (often more than one), as a list
in a series of actions.

(3) Ifitoccurs before the main clause, it is something of a subordinate condition or time
clause.

(4) As predicate of non-initiating sentence, it carries the same weight as an initiating
verb if the sentence were first in the sequence.

Frames: 1. Object, Transitive Predicate, Non-init. pred., Non-init. pred.
2. Subject Intr. , Non-init. pred., Non-init. pred...

3. Relat. phrase + either ‘
etc. in various combinations

14



Another type of verb which in most cases looks like the non-initiating type of verb is the
auxiliary. It forms an expression with the main verb. It is made up of a limited list of directional
type verbs. Learn to use these verbs in their various types of combinations. A dependent clause is
usually made up of one verb and the object is different from that of the independent clause.

Examples of the above: (Note that many sentences are predominantly made up of verbs.)

1. Sodéwia amanédhan oékal imandhaka/ ipéhita.
grass I-cut I-here (now) it-cutting it-raking.
Initiating auxilary non-init. non-init.
2. Oatapdéta oéha / isdkao.
I walk will 1go it kill
Init. aux. non-init.
3. Ave-ramo ahapdéta, oedtao, hérota,
This result of 1 go will I hunt it bring
"and so"
Relational initiating ~ non-init.  non-init.

isdkao misara siwa'aa.

it kill deer wild pig

non-init. object  object

"And so I'm going to go hunting and kill deer and wild pig to bring."

Non-initiating verbs (only of transitive and intransitive type) are made up thus:
non-init. prefixes, stem, non-init. suffix

Intransitive Transitive
Prefixes (reflect subject) Prefixes (reflect object)
oe- 1s se- 1ls
e- 25 ne- 25S
o- 35 i (h)-3s/p
sere- 1pi sene- 1 pi
ore- 1pe ore- 1 pe
? pese- 2p pe- 2p
Suffix

1. After multi-stem verbs, occurs with the one that ends in a stop. -a.
EX. 6pam - bpapa, dken - oéketa, etc.

15



Suffix
2. After single stem consonant final verbs: just adds -a.
EX. 6son - 6sona

3. After vowel final stems: -o.
EX. dha - oéhao
(Note: as auxiliary verb it does not occur with -o.)
osobka - isédkao, sendpo - sendpoo

4. After/s/ [y] final stems:-ta
EX. opykos - ipykdsta

When a verb with the suffix pota or ta (probably from the verb potan, potat-,
potar- "to want, like...") occurs as non-init. verb, the suffix changes to stop final form.

4'opota - 1'opodtata
opykdésta - ipykdstata
Drill: Learn paradigms of all the verbs from the other sections in this frame:
ahapota
oéketa
oesédhoka
oeatao
isékao + object
etc.

Where semantically unlikely combinations result, find a frame that works better.

From here on, the possibilities are wide and limitations can be great on what
combinations fit together. One should look for those verbs that have semantic affinity and learn
them in pairs, triplets, etc. with object, subject or relational phrase.

SECTION 7. THE IRREGULAR VERBS

The irregular verbs have been given in earlier sections. Practice here is with paradigms
for memorization in whatever frame the student finds suitable. (One regular verb is given for
comparison--irregular forms are starred.)

INITIATING NON-INITIATING AUX: where different
1s adken |sleep oéketa
2s eréken you éketa
3sp 6ken he bketa
1pi sdken we incl seréketa
1pe ordéken we excl oréketa
2p péken youp péketa

16



INITIATING NON-INITIATING AUX: where different

dha go oéhao oéha
eréha éhao éha
&dha &dhao dha
saha seréhao seréha
araha ardhao araha
péha peséhao peséha
none come oétota
none étota
6n 6ta
none serétota same
ordn orétota
none pétota
aka beaoc) oékao oéka
eréka ékao éka
aka dkao aka

The following three verbs are transitivizations of aha, on and aka.

SUBJECT OBJECT
ardha take serahao seraha
ererédha nerdhao nerdha
oeraha herédhao heraha
saraha
araha
perédha
aron bring sérata
eréron nérata
oéron hérota
sadron senérota Same

orérota ?
péron pérota

17



SUBJECT OBJECT

aréka have sererékao sereréka
ereréka nererékao nereréka
oeréka herékao heréka
saréka
oreréka
? peréka

Note: Other verbs that occur with transitivizer -ero- have their own regular
irregularities.

Other irregular verbs . . . "sitting”, which never occurs as initiating verb but only
as non-initiating or auxiliary.

oetdsna  my sitting
é'ysna your '
6sna his "

SECTIONS8. RELATIONAL PHRASES
For full detail on these, see the grammar statement.

Frame 1. Appropriate verb + noun + post-positional

-hi of, from

-pe to, for, at

-ropi with, through

-rehe on, concerning, with

-pype in, at

~po by means of

Examples: Ahapéta é&pahi. "I will go from the house."

Ahapoéta kéa'aape. "I will go to the jungle.”
Ahapéta pée ropi. "I will go on the path.”
Ahapéta ipiraarehe. "I will go to catch fish."
Apytapdta apapype. "I will stay in the house."
Aapopdta kyheepo. "l will make it with a knife."

Frame 2. Reverse the order and put verb in 3rd person, giving a de-emphasized effect to verb.

Apahi ihas. "He went from the house."
Ka'ape ihas. "He went to the jungle.”
Péeropi ihas. "He went on the road."
Anaropi ihas. "He went through the house."
Anapype ipytas. "He stayed in the house."
Kyheepo 1iapos. "He did it with a knife."

18



Frame 3. Adverb + verb (any appropriate)

KWe ihas. far he went

Pé ihas. near he went
Eb6kYe itori. far he came
Ebépe itori. near he came
K& ipétari. here he wants it
Mime ihas. secretly he went
Meéwes isoni. slowly he ran
Kowekoéwesowe itari. quickly he fell

Consult grammar statement for a fuller list of possibilities.

Frame 4. Adverb + postpositional phrase + verb

KWe apapype ihas. far house inside he went
far  homein he went

RAMO Phrases

Frame 5. + Prefix or noun + Verb base + ramo
oro ty'arahy ramo
kamaraa ror amo

+ any appropriate verb as

Oroty'ardhy-ramo orokaropdta. "When we're hungry we'll eat.”
much hungry-when we will eat

Kamédraa roér-amo  erehapdta. "When the man comes you will go."
man come when you go-will

Frame 6. (Any predication) + (resulting noun) + ramo
(In this case the —a will drop from the noun.)

Warbdwaa po iapos hé'e-ramo.
sugar with he-fixed-it (until) it good became

Frame 7. Any sentence + 4'e-ramo + other sentence (with the &' e-ramo as first phrase)

Andbhi kémee &'e-ramo na'opdtarihi.
thereisno food this result of I-won't-eat

The &' e is a pro-form for the preceeding sentence.

For more detailed discussion after mastering these, see grammar statement.
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RI Phrases
Frame 8. Noun Stem + noun stem + ri

y ywy ri

water ground at = on the bank
Frame 9. Noun +verb + ripe (imo)

kWarahy Ppyter - ipe

sun middle at

Vypy ton - imo
earth dark at

sé pyr 1
me at @ = with me
The morphophonemics of ramo, ri and clitics following nouns or verbs:

1. Inp,mw, t,n,r, Xk, n,n verbs,theyoccurwithw, r,and n final stems and
the first consonant of the clitic or postpositional drops.

2. Inm, n, or n verbs they occur with m, n, and n and first consonant drops.

3. In/s/[y] final verbs, the /s/ is in [y] form and the first consonant of
postpositional or clitic is retained.

4. With vowel final verbs, the first consonant is retained and there is no change in
verb stem.

1. ipaw-amo when it's finished (was finished)
2. ison-amo when he runs (ran)

3. ikas-ramo when it burns (burned)

4 inépo-ramo  when he hits him (hit)

Examples:

Nouns, when occuring with ramo, r1i, etc. drop the —a and then act like verbs.

6'ia 6'i-ramo manioc flour
hésa hés-ramo etc. tooth

Meanings and other details are described in the grammar statement, but full control will
eventually come only with extensive listening and experimentation.

SECTION9. SATELLITE

The use of these words rounds out ideas in certain areas which would hardly be
considered necessary to the average conversation, yet which are almost obligatory in the Asurini
sentence.
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The most common word is no which has a little of the flavor of "again, also" but
considering the number of times it is used, the meaning is much "thinner" than the English

counterpart.

Frame 1. Verb + no.

Drill: Run through fifty verbs to get the feel of it and make it a part of your speech to the
extent of about every other sentence.

Frame 2. Verb + clitic rimo (3rd p. subject, action unattested by speaker)

Frame 3. Verb + clitic ripo (3rd p. subject, action attested by speaker)

Frame 4. Verb + clitic rike (other than 3rd subject, however, | am still not sure of this

from our present data)

Other satellite words to master: (all come after the verb or other type of word and most
come in the first phrase)

5 sowe

6 pa

7. we

8.  pane

9 werehe
10. sawa
11. raka
12. ra'e

13. rakok%¥ehe
14. sekVWehe

15. ke

(clitic) only, rather
question

also

unfortunately

almost

perhaps

recent past attested
recent past unattested
(in lifetime of speaker)
(a long time ago)
hortative, actor other than 3rd person (?)

Examples of clitics and other satellites:

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
1. &3.
1. &2

Ahapéta no. "I/He will go again/also."

Ontar-imo. "He is coming (but I don't know for sure).”
"Abse", i'i-ripo. "No' I heard him say."
KWarahypytai-ipe ke sé&ha. "When it's noon we'll go."

Isee sowe ahapéta. "I too will go.”

Aha-ripo no. "He went again (I saw it.)"
Ahapéta-rimo no. "He'll go again (maybe)."

Ory'ym. Oséwyr+owe &ha. "He only turned and left.”

Onpa. "Is he coming?"
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Examples of clitics and other satellites:

8. Ird'y pane. "He's sick unfortunately."

Q. O'an werehe. "He almost fell."

10. Ahapéta sawa. "He's going perhaps."

11. KWé raka hérori. "He brought it there yesterday."

12. & 1. Awaa pa ra'e no. "Who was it? (I didn't see.)"

13. Mani'ana rakokWehe orétym. "Manioc we (excl) planted some time ago."
14. & 8. Anoéhi sekVWehe ywya pane. "There was no earth a long time ago."

Examples of satellites and clitics from text:

KW¢ tokaraa ropi raka sédha no. d'ee-ropi ke séha,
far  Trokarad through rec.past we went again it-through then we went

isdkao, méa'ee mo hérota Pé raka métoa saréaha.
itkilling something indef. bringing there rec.past motor we took

Karbétawa-rimo oapo heréka mani'andpawa.

Garotdo-perhaps makes now a-manioc-holder

Ywarehe pane &ha. "] went into a tree without result."
Tatoa pane 6n sedbpe. "An armadillo came to me."
Oséwyr-owe aha. "He only turned and went."”
Eémi-sowe itori. "He only came.”

M6 rimo ahadho. "Where did he stomp off to."

"isee we ahapéta" i'i-ripo.
I too I-go will he said | heard

Oapdkas raka-ripo ypytonimo.
he-called rec.past attested night-at

Moba ropi pa ke séaha.

where at question then we-go

Ma'ee pa ra'e pé'o.
what question rec.past unattested you all eat
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SEMANTIC PROBLEMS:
1.

Some tense ideas:
Aha.

Ah4te.

O'o.

Ahapodta.

Ahay'ymta.

Nahapdé'tarihi.

Tahaéme.
Nahapdétarihi.
N&haihi.

Oapoy'ym &a'ee.

"He went."

"He always goes."

"He ate it. He eats it." (i.e. He likes it so doesn't refuse it, etc.)
"He wants to go."

"He will go.”

"He would like to go."

"He doesn't want to go."

"He isn't going to go."

"He wanted to go (but couldn't).”
"He didn't want to go."

"He didn't go."

"He isn't able to work, do..."

To know a person or fact or process, etc. okWaham

amana | give to you, him, etc.
dmon, erémon, émon (imperative) you, he gives to me

To pass by or near

ma'owa ropi ihas.

Verbs that often occur with postpositional phrases

omé'e héhe;
okyyse isdhi;

Quote sentence

i'i it (he) said
ére (it) you said
a'e (it) 1 said

Frame:

emd'e seréhe;
akyyse nedhi;

Quotation

ama'epdta neréhe;
erekyyse sedbhi.

Irregular verb

i'i
ére
a'e

Probably the very common oro'e "l tell you??" fits here.

Example: "Adse™

Don't!

orbd'e kos.
I'm telling you ...

Foreign ideas (verbs; for nouns see dictionary file)

read - oésap

oma'e péapee rehe "look at"

I don't really think they get the full idea yet but one did say,
omonéta "He causes the paper to express itself.”
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Foreign ideas (verbs; for nouns see dictionary file)

write okanakanam  "to bend"
omopinim "to scrape little lines" ??
omosywan "to cause arm to turn" ???
None of these make too much sense as | see the constituent parts, but they name
more for outward appearance as a rule instead of function.

play quitar onépo  "hit"
buy osdé'on  "fetch"?

sell owéne "yeah!"
I have not yet found a way to say "It's worth much."”, but one could say, one
takes much money to buy.

The Asurini use ndo presta instead of mau to translate the words
iawaspam not worth anything
ikatoy'ym it's not good
Moral judgments are scant. See paper on culture, etc.

Reduplication is a plural of sorts but the student should be careful to use it where the
native speakers do.

Examples: okYakWakWakWan. "It's all full of holes.”
Onopondpo. "He hit again and again." or "He claps."
Oseheséhen. "(Water) splashed and splashed."

Greetings

1. é&san népyri -- eresan sepyri

| come you visit -- you come me visit
2. asarame -- eresarame
3. ma'ee pa (see first section)

Hortative and Command

Hortative: Ere. "Let's go."
Ere sas&hoq. "Let's go bathe.'
E ke saata. "Let's go hunting." ??

KWarahypyteripe ke saha. "Atnoon let'sgo."
Command: e +verb "you "

éken, esa-ésan, epyhyny'ym
sleep! run! don't grab!
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12.  Problem concepts
a) Before and after clauses of English, i.e. in English we can say:
1 Before he comes, I'll go.  subordinate-main

2. I'll go before he comes. main-subordinate
3. After I go he'll come. subordinate-main
4.  He'll come after | go. main + subordinate

I have not found a way to say 1. and 2. above except to put them in the form of 3. or 4.
They may have a way but I doubt it. You can express the above combinations thus:

Ahapdta isee. A'e-ramo iténtari no.
lgowill 1 then he will come
Séha-ramo iténtari.

my going when he come will

b)  Always. .. expressed by the suffix —te (order 5)
Hahyte. "It hurts every day." (Of course "always" here is relative.)

Also expressed by aspa "always". This could bear more research since | have only heard
it once in connection with Bible stories | was translating.

Aspa itoni Eréosa. "Alwayswas God."

C) never ...isthenegativen - ihi opposed to-y'ym.
Ipakéria o'oy'ym. "He didn't eat bacuri."
bacuri he eat not
Ipakéria ndéd'oshi. "He doesn't eat bacuri."
bacuri not-he-eat-not /but also he hasn't eaten bacuri/
d) today ...expressed by suffix —rame "now" and/or aux. verb -ka
Ma'ee pa ereaporéame heréka.
what  question youdonow linear
e)  tomorrow ...expressed by the phrase osé'i we. This is such a closely knit

bundle that the suffix -pota (fut.) goes on the -we instead of the ose 'i.

f) two days from now ... expressed by mékos ikéntari (sakénta etc).
Here the subject of the verb —ken sleep, is the same as that of the whole theme.

ji.e. Mobkos orokénta, 4'e-ramo arahapodta.
two we (excl) sleep will then we'll go
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g) threedaysfromnow ... Na'iroshi ikéntari.
three he sleeps will
h)  manydays fromnow ... Heta ikéntari.
many he sleep will
)] one month ... Here itis good to check a calendar and see what the moon will
be doing and explain.

Sdhya ohémta 4&'eramo.

moon  return  will then ...
)] two months etc. Mékos ihémtari s&hya =

two returns moon.......

K)  yesterday or recent past ...expressed by yma we or the satellite words raka

and ra'e. Thus:

Yma we  ihas.

yesterday he went (or some time ago he went)

KW¢ raka herdhas vhara.

far  rec.past hetook  (the) canoe
A long time ago or a long time went by: v: : : :ma we.
1) frequently ...by héta + verb or -ete (suffix)

Okeréte. "He sleeps a lot."”

Héta ikeri. oo (This area will bear some more analysis.)
m)  causal relationship . . . this has already been discussed some but will bear a

reminder. In English we like to join clauses by functional words to show this
relationship. For the Asurini, this is not necessary. Just the fact that you say two
sentences together seems to signal that they are related. If and because clauses,
quite different in English, seem to be somewhat alike in Asurini.

Examples: If he wants to eat, he'll go hunt. and
He went hunting, because he wanted to eat.

When he was hungry, he went hunting. and
When he's hungry, he goes hunting.

These types are basically different in English, yet the ground they have in
common is substantial and the Asurini way of saying them includes mainly the
common ground, i.e., a sequence, with some dependence, some cause--effect from
first predication to second.
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p)

q)

Thus: Ity'ardhy-ramo iatas &ha.
or Ity'ardhy o&ta &ha.
or Ity'ardhy. A'e-ramo iatas &ha.

(Check these with an informant).

comparative and superlative ... There is nothing here to equal the English good,
better, best, etc.

ikato good ikatoéte very good

I have never heard anything like a comparative or superlative, and in
conversations with the Post man, I've noted that the Indians look blank when he
uses the Portuguese comparative. Their method of comparison might be reflected
in a sentence | heard in Portuguese:

" sabe muito mas também sabe um bocado," i.e.
~__ knows really a lot, but also knows quite a bit."

in vain, unfortunately . . . This is a very common satellite word and represents
what | like to call negative attitude on the part of the speaker towards the
situation or statement he's making. It indicates that the thing is prejudicial to the
speaker.

Ywa rehe pane aha. "He went hunting (by sitting in a tree),

tree into  butw/oresult |went butwithout result, i.e., didn't get anything."
Tatoa pane én sebpe. Oséwyr-owe dha.

armadillo w/o result came to me he returned however and went

(Here the situation is negative because it didn't come close enough to kill.)
Sasi'oa pane sed'o no. "The mosquito bit me again

mosquito  w/o result me bite (unfortunately).”

quickly: Koéwe kd6we-sowe

slowly: Meéwes :
Both are adverbs (generally occur first in sentence and exert de-emphasis on verb).

like this: ésno, no
this i.e., ésno + clause
orjust No. (demonstrating)

Esno ke isdkao ma'éa'aa mo hérota.
thus  hortative Kkill it game some (we'll) bring it
(we'll)
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s)

Y

u)

or

perhaps: éspo + clause (an adverb)
+ sawa
Ahapdéta sawa. "He might go."

Also attested, unattested here is by nature:
rimo - probably (I didn't see)
ripo - certain (I did see)

intensity:  lots, bigly: -oho O'ardho. "He really fell."
hard : -rahy  Omamarahy. "He threw it hard."
a little: pipi Amanahap. "I cut a little (grass)."

only: sowe "which" and also means "like"

i.e., Tapi'ira sowe oata. "He walks like a tapir.”
isee sowe. "It's like me." or "He's my likeness."
Oséwyr-owe &ha. "He only turned and went."

I.e. He didn't come any farther.
yes: haor &a'ee + aclause builtaround the a'ee which refers back to
the subject/object of question

ha has more the flavor of a pleasurable affirmative rather than
a'ee which is only informative

no: andéhi-nozx verbin N-=-==s=nees ihi
or s y'ym
-------- eme
and adse which means "stop it!"

and  don't touch epyhyny'ym

rectification: (mistake) ma'ee ... (pause) ... (correction)

thanks; There is no word but one can say i katoéte "That's very good."

do what I say: Sesé'ena ropi eapo &a'ee.
AkWawa sé'epa ropi pa eresé'en. "Canyou talk Indian?"

Indian  speech  with question you talk

ErekWaham pa akVawa se'epa. "Do you know Indian talk?"
you know  question Indian  talk
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aa)

bb)

cc)

dd)

ee)

You can try a transliterated Portuguese verb stem in an Asurini verb frame and it
almost always communicates and very often will get you the native equivalent.
When we took a boy informant to Belém for a linguistic workshop, he said that
he preferred the airplane to the "motor™ because:

Somi'apapyna oparapara. "It stopped so often."
motor it stopped-stopped

To ask about (perguntar) and ask for (pedir) are signalled by one word:
OkWawé'en.

To date we have not found a word for "wait (for)" or "hope™ but have found a
word for "believe"--oatywan.

The word for "cry" represents sadness in adults.
Eresad'a pa. "Were you sad (when he went)?"

For concepts like "work™, they are always specific, as cutting grass, etc. The
word oapo "to make, do, work at, work on" is transitive, so must refer to
something specific.
Ex. Mani'apna orodpo araka.

manioc we excl. worked at

MISCELLANEOUS
Time expressions: ypyton imo at night (relat. phrase)

a)

b)

d)

kWardha ramo late afternoon "
kWarahypipi late afternoon  adverb
dawn

The area where the investigator has done the least work is the specific meanings of all
the demonstratives.

Verb "to be". People jokingly say "What's the word for 'to be' in your language?" It so
happens we have two: 1toni "to exist, be" or —~ka "to be located". The difference is
something like haver and estar in Portuguese but used differently in most respects. For
the verb ser of quality and estar of temporary condition the descriptive verbs stand
alone as a complete predication.

estar of location is: -ka as M6 pa hékas. "Where is he?"
or O'ana pype hékas. "He is in his own house."
haver of being, existence: A itoni akykya. "There are guaribas

(here in this jungle)."

Theday ypyton-imo : atnight

dr—-imo : atday
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Sequence Subordinate

Y Z

1. awake opan
2. rise bpapy
3. dress tyroa oménem
4. make coffee ywysehawdnawa odpo i'o
5. roll hammock tépawa oapak¥an
6. work odpo &'ee
7. eat o'o or okaro
8. hunt odta &ha (oata also means to walk)
9. rest 6'am (lie down)
10. visit dkWam
11. talk oporonéta, osé'en
12. sleep 6ken
13. dance oporéahas
14. sing ose'épan
TENSE ASPECT CHART
Punctiliar  Linear
1. Distant past
2.  Less Distant past Simple
3. Recent past
4, Present
5. Future
A B X
1AX  kWé sekWehe ihas far long time ago he went
2AX k& rakokWehe ihas far some time ago he went
3AX  k%é raka ihas far recent attested he went
k"¢ ra'e ihas far recent unattested he went
4AX  k"é ihas far he went
5AX  k%é ihapoétari far he will go
1BX k"¢ sekWehe ihas &ka
2BX k"¢ rakokWehe "
3BX  kWé raka " and k"é ra'e ihas &ka
4BX  ahate kVé he goes always-far
5BX kW& ihapotari &aka
1AY  4hao sekWehe hérori or 4ha sekwehe hérota
2AY " rakokWehe "
3AY " raka "
4AY " ra'e "
5AY ihapdétata - hérori
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CORRECTIONS--ADDITIONS TO MAIN GRAMMAR STATEMENT

A

Check on 1. hatya pa iaro wa'e
2. pina emon a'ee

Check -te (rete??) Affix 5

Check for words not in dictionary file.

The Lexicon file contains words which in the large part are used so often as to be
inescapable. In the time | spent with the Asurini, I concentrated on learning to talk, not on
amassing a dictionary of taxonomic completeness. The vocabulary is functional but not
complete by any means. Some day the job will have to be done, i.e., each part of the
manioc plant has a name and all parts of the process are named. | do not have this kind of
information. Plant names, of which there are many, are almost all derived from water y-
and earth ywy-. | have only a few of these. For the purposes of learning to communicate
quickly, it is much more important to be able to say, "What do you call the hair of a
manioc root?" than to know the exact name. For these purposes you will find that the
words presented in this grammar are the most common short ones and are probably easily
controllable in a short time.

The Indians are extremely patient and make an effort to understand even the silliest
mistakes. They are so impressed at any attempt to learn their language that they are quick
to help wherever it is needed. The tendency has been to overestimate our progress, and |
found many of them speeding up to normal speech before we were ready for it. At slow
speed the language is easy to understand. At high speed, with any of the emotional
hypermorphemes, we are in trouble.

One of the most common features is what | call the features of pitch curve,
laryngealization and centralization of vocoids. It leaves the contrastive signal system
hanging on a few consonants, which all come out lenis, and so p and m sound like w, t
and n sound like r, etc.
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