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0. Nambikudra pronouns occour in two series: bound and free. Free forms occur as subject
only; bound forms occur as subjects and objects. Bound subject pronouns are further sub-divided
into sub-classes according to their occurrence in verb classes. A brief description of verb classes
will be given here to facilitate the description of pronoun forms. Full description of the verb will
be given in a later paper.

0.1.  Verbs are divided into two morphological classes on the basis of their occurrence with
different imperative suffixes. Verbs of Class 1 occur with -se'ra3; verbs of Class 2 with

—tPa2h&3ras.

yaue3selra? 'stay’

1 A\l

alie2t?a?2hé&3ra? eat
Class 2 is phonologically sub-divided into open and closed stems on the basis of their
occurrence with the 'desiderative’ suffix -te3na3ras.

Class 2.1. G3hé&te'te’na’ra’ 'he wants to put on top of...’
Class 2.2. t%*hie3te®na’ra’ 'he wants to roast...'

Class 2.1. is phonologically sub-divided according to pronoun allophones which occur in
the 1st singular, future tense.

Class 2.1.1.  All open stems, and those closed with /n/ use —na*-
Class 2.1.2.  All stems closed with stops use -tat-
Class 2.1.3.  All stems closed with /h/ use ~ha'-

i?3nfine3naltulwa? 'T will smell...'
G3hételtaltulwa? 'T will put on top of..."
w?a2hoh?hattulras’ T will swim."'

Class 2.2. is morphologically sub-divided into two sub-classes, according to the first
person singular, future tense pronoun.

Class 2.2.1.  All stems which use —a*—
a3lie3altulwa? 'T will leave'

Class 2.2.2.  All stems which use 1a! ~ ral.
la! occurs following stems ending in i, e, ai;
ra® occurs following stems ending in a, o, u, au.
ithie3raltutwa? 'T will roast'
issues2laltulwasl 'T will hit'

In the lexicon to distinguish these classes, the stems are numbered:

Class 1 as 1.
Class2 as 2. with a subclass marking
2a. for subclass 2.2.1.



1. The pronouns of Nambikudra are described in this paper under the following headings:

1.1. Subject Pronouns

1.2. Object Pronouns

1.3. Object -- Subject Constructions
1.4. Hortatory Forms

L.5. Imperative Forms

1.6. Possessive Prefixes

1.1.  Subject pronouns occur in isolation as free forms, and as bound forms within the verb
complex.

1.1.1. Free subject pronouns occur in the following forms. The third singular, and third plural
forms have dialectic variations.!

T d?aie2ri?

'you' ?waie?na?

'he’ jaeh!La? o tes2na? 2

'she’ taeslka®la?

'we (excl.)' t?a?nti’*kat3tai?na?

'we (incl.)' t?a’wa’nti’*kat3tai’na?

'you' fwa?nli*kat3tai?na?

'they (masc.)' jaeh!La2?nau3?ai?na? o tee2nau3?ai?na?
'they (fem.)' taeslka®la®nau®?ai?na?

1.1.2. Bound Subject pronouns occur with variations depending on their occurrence in positive
or negative sentences.

1.1.2.1. Positive subject pronouns -- subject pronouns in positive sentences have variant forms
based on their occurrence with verbs of different classes, in first singular, second singular, third
plural, and first plural (excl.) forms.3

Verb Class 1 2.1.1. 2.1.2. 2.1.3 2.2.1. 22.2.

Istsing. -na! o [-na! ~ -tat? ~ —hat ~ —al oo (-lat ~ —ral)]-

2nd sing. -ni! o [-ni? ~ —tit ~ —hit? ~ —il o (-1it ~ —ril)]-
(

[

[
3rd pl —ain! e [-nain! ~ -tain! ~ -hain! ~ -ain! e
Ist pl. (excl.) [(-tsin! ~ -sin?)% o (-Lin! ~ -Rin!)] + na'-

Other forms of the positive pronouns are the following. These do not vary according to
verb classes.

3rd sing. #-

1st dual -yah3hal
2nd dual -yah3hil-
3rd dual —yah3#-
Ist pl. (incl.) ~kis-

2nd pl. -yah3Lit-



In tenses other than present progressive and future desiderative, the second person forms
close with /n/.

When /i/ occurs between two nasal consonants, it automatically becomes nasalized /1/;

[dn] occurs after /i/
[n] occurs after /i/
/sue?2linltaititu3wa3’/ [sus?lidn'taitttuiwa?] 'you hit him' (past tense)

/wasikon3nin’tait!tuiwa®/ [was3kodn®ninltaitltu3wa3] 'you worked' (pasttense)

1.1.2.2. In negative constructions, pronouns differ greatly from the positive forms, since in
many cases the negative and the pronoun are found in the same unit. The following forms occur
in the present progressive tense. The 3rd singular and 3rd plural occur with variations according
to verb class membership.

Verb Class 1 2.1.1. 212, 213, 22.1. 2.2.2.

3rd sing. stem + -? +# oo [# ~ -tfa?~ -?a3~ -Pa? o (-1?a3 ~-r?a3) |+ -was

3rd pl. stem +-ait oo [-nail! ~ -tai! ~ -hail ~ -ait oo (-lail! ~-rai!) |+ -?na3wa?
Ist sing. stem +-n [ ]+-?na3was

Other forms remain the same for all verb classes.

2nd sing. stem +-? + -?na3r?a?
1st dual stem + -yah3?nasdwas
2nd dual stem + -yah3h?a3r?as
3rd dual stem + -yah3 ?a3was
Ist pl. (excl.) stem + (-tsin! ~ —-sin!)?na3wa?’
Ist pl. (incl.) stem + -ki’s?a’wa?
2nd pl. stem + -yah3L?a3r?a?

When the first person singular occurs preceding suffixes beginning with /t/, the /a/ of the
negative pronoun /-?na/ is omitted, and the /n/ becomes syllabic.

%ht3?n3thu3ra? 'Twon't give it.'

Only in the third singular for Verb Class 2 is the /a/ retained.

a3lie3?a3taiteltudwa? 'he won't leave'

The two-morpheme plural pronouns are divided when they occur with the desiderative.
The consonant changes in the first and second person singular since the addition of the
desiderative causes the verb class to change.



1.2.

-tsin'na’wa? +  desiderative -tsin'te’ralwa?
-yah3hilr?a? +  desiderative -yah3te’rilr?a?’
-nain'nadra?3 + desiderative -nain'tednadra?

Object pronouns occur only as bound forms within the verb complex. They occur without

variation as to verb classes.

1.3.

Positive Negative
Ist sing. -sa’- -sa3’?na’-
2nd sing. -tnaz- -nan2?nas-
3rd sing. —#- —#?nas-
1st dual -yaldsa3- -yah3sa2?nad-
2nd dual -n3tis- -Mn3tisas-
3rd dual —ya3f#- -yah3?as3-
Ist pl. (excl.) -sa?sint- -sa?sil?nas-
Ist pl. (incl. -nis3- -nis3r?a’-
2nd pl. -tn3tis- -n3tis3tas-
3rd pl. —aint- -ai?'?na’-

Object - Subject Constructions

1.3.1. When subject and object pronouns occur in the same construction, the object always
occurs before the subject.

Certain elided forms occur. When two vowels occur across syllable boundaries the first

vowel is lost and the morphemes are elided.

sa?’ + ain? sain? 'me + they'
n3tis + aint n3tain? 'you (pl) + they'

Other elided forms also occur.

sas + nin? san! 'me + you (sing)'

na?s + nal ?na®hat 'you (sing) + I'
Mm3tis + nal n3tal 'you (pl)+ I'

ni?s + yah? ni3rah? 'us (incl) + they (dual)'

Pluralizers of the first and third persons switch positions.
sa?sin! 4 ain? sainltsin? 'us (exc) + they'

In negative sentences, the negatives occur in accordance with the rules listed for negative

subject pronouns in section 1.1.2.2.



1.3.2. A third person acting upon another third person has the following forms:

Positive:  Singular -Na*®- *htth3Naltulwa? 'he will give to him'
(only two persons involved)
Plural -Nain?!- {@3h{ih®*Nain'tulwa? 'he will give to them'

(more than two persons involved) 'they will give to him'

'they will give to them'

Negative: Singular -Na?!-  @3huh3Na?!tulwa?

Plural

'he will not give to him'

-Nai?!- @3hiih3Nai?!tulwa? 'he will not give to them'
'they will not give to him'

'they will not give to them'

1.4. In hortatory sentences the forms are basically subject and object forms. They occur in the
following paradigms --positive and negative. 3

Positive

let us....'
-yadsa3wa?s
-ya3sahl?wa?
-yadsah!lLi3?wa?
-ya3sa?sietrias
-yadsalsielr?as

—yadsalLil3sielr?as

Negative

let's not...."
-ya’sa?ta’r?a’
-ya’satta’r?a?
-ya3®sah!'Lie3tad3r?as
-ya3®sah?sinttair?a?

-ya3sah'sinlta3r?a?

-ya3®sah!Lie3 sin'ta3r?a?

Listener |  Speaker
one - one
two - one
more than two -- one

one -
two --
more than two --

1.5. Imperative sentences have the following forms positive and negative.

Positive
‘work!'
was3kon3-t?azhé&3ra?
—jfa2?hé&lra?
—j?a?Li3hé&lra?
-t?a?2sinlthé&3ra?
-j?a?sinthé3ra?

-j?a2Li3sin'hé&3ra?

Negative
'don't work!'

wae3kons3-t?a3hé&lras

-t?a3hé&lras

more than one
more than one
more than one

-ya3Li®t?a®hé&lra?
—-tsin!t?a®hé&lra?
-ya3sinlt?a3hé&lra?

-ya3Li3sinlt?adhé&lra3l

Listener |  Speaker
one -- one
two -- one
more than two -- one

one --
two -
more than two --

more than one
more than one
more than one

1.6. Nouns and locationals have possessive pronominal prefixes. They occur with the
following forms:

t?az- my t?a?si®*yonitla’ 'behind me'

my -- in back of --
waz- your (sing) twid?yeendki’sa?nadra? Tt's yours (sing)'
az- his a2?2yeendkidsa?naira?’ Tt's his'



fwaiz- your (pl) ?fwai?yeen3ki3sa?na’ra? Tt's yours (pl)'
dazwasd— our (incl) da2?wal3yeen3ki3sa?naira? It's ours (incl)'
The first plural (exclusive) and the third plural have the same forms as the singular. When

these forms need to be distinguished from their singular counterparts, object pronouns in the verb
complex show this difference.

2. Distribution

Within the verb complex, the pronouns always occur following the verb stem with its
optional qualifiers and prepositions.6

waes’kon?® --nal! --tulwa?

work -1 -- future

wae3kon?® --kai?! --na! --tulwa?l

work -- hard -1 -- future
waes3kon3® --n@i3 --na! --tulwa?s

work --also --1 -- future

wae3kon?® --ki? --Pna® --hal! --tulwa?
work --for --you -1 -- future

Up to three pronouns slots have been found, occurring as suffixes in the same verb
construction, in the following order away from the stem; 1. goal, 2.subject, 3. speaker of indirect
quotation. Slot one is filled by object pronouns; slots two and three are filled by subject
pronouns.

Slots one and two occur contiguous to each other; slots two and three are separated by the
indirect quotation marker morpheme tah'?.

wae3kon® --ki? --sain! --tah! --hal! --telnie?tulwa?
work --for --methey --said --I -- recent past
'T said that they worked for me today.'

2.1.  Subject Pronouns

2.1.1. Subject pronouns occur as free forms in a slot preceding the object.
The first singular d?ai2ri? has an allomorph d?ai2na?, which has been found to

occur: 1.when d?ai2ri? occurs as one part of a multiple subject, 2. when d?ai2?ri? occurs
with suffixes.



d?ai?na? jolafie?ya3lai?na? ee3ya’halk?ai?nadn?tu? ?ati?e3?i?ya3haltulwa?l

I (and)  John when we have talked we will sleep.
d?ai?na?soll1?i3 T only'
d?ai?na?satk?ai’ru? 'l (emphatic)'

The third person singular dialectic form te+2na? is also used as a relative pronoun. In
this slot, it also occurs with a negative variant form te-e+2riz.

tee+2na? teen3tsah3Na3wa?

this I want

naltah!? tee2ri? teen3tsa?3?na3Na2wa?3
but this I don't want

Since this form occurs in the same slot as a free noun object, and is the only pronominal
form that occurs as a free object, it might be considered as a nominal form.

2.1.2. Subject pronouns occur as bound forms in the following constructions.
2.1.2.1. They occur as bound subject forms. (Forms are indicated by underscoring.)

wae3kon3naltiet?tudwa? T'm working.'

2.1.2.2. They occur in endings for intention and uncertainty clauses.
verb ending

wae+3koe3naltu3?a’ nalNaz?wa?s T intend to work.'

(There is agreement of subject, if the subject is planning to take part in the
intended action.)

was3koe3nailtu®?ad! ?na!Na?wa? 'Tintend for them to work.'
3rd pl. Ist sing.

wae3ko3nailtul3?a? fnainl'nadra? 'They intend to work.'

3rd pl. 3rd pl.

In this occurrence pronoun forms beginning with /n/ are preceded by /?/.

2.1.2.3. They occur in object phrases (showing possession).

wae’kon® --tsinlna! --ka?yoh3ha? so' --k?i2 --?n?® --tsin'na! --tait'tudwa?
work --we (exc)  -- payment take -- from -- you -- we (exc) -- remote past
The payment for our work we got from you.

(our work payment)



2.1.24. They occur in the following conjunction constructions:

na'jutitsu? therefore 1
na'k?ai?ndn?tu? then if 1
na'ka3tu? afterward 1
naljau’su? therefore 1
naltah® . but
na'ha'k?ai? therefore 1
nai'Natk?ai? because they

2.1.2.5. They occur in endings following direct quotations and following thought clauses:

yaunz?na3Ludri!? sintpnattaitettu’wa’
T won't stay' (I said) thus we (exc) past tense
tien'te?Na?ku? ki3Nazwa?

‘maybe they lost' ‘we (incl) think'

2.2.  Object pronouns occur as bound forms in the following constructions:
2.2.1. They occur as direct object of an action.

?0e2sa’tulwas Tt will bite me.

2.2.2. They occur as objects in personal state constructions.

he*h3sah3Na?wa? T'm hungry' (hunger — upon me)

2.2.3. They occur as object of the preposition -kiz2- ‘'for'

wae3kon3ki?sa’tulwa’ 'He will work for me'
wae3kon®ki??na3haltulwa? 'T will work for you.'
1. 2. 2. 1.

2.2.4. They occur as indirect objects.

?03hu?*?na’haltulwa’ 'T will give you....'
1. 2. 2. 1.

2.2.5. They occur as pronoun objects in endings following direct quotations.

tie3Naulsu? wae3kon3ki?sallLi3hélri! ned’ --sainltsinlna? --hé&3ras
road let us work (make) this --they-us (exc) --past tense
(See Sec. 1.3.1.)



NOTES

1. Dialectic variations are regional based on the speech of villages in a general area. Three
general dialect areas have been found, however, a full study of dialectic variations has not yet
been made. (See Sec. 2.1.1.)

2. oo indicates morphological separation; ~ indicates phonological separation.

3. When any morpheme occurs between the verb stem and the subject pronoun, class
distinctions are lost and the pronoun takes the form for Class 1 verbs.

4. After nasal consonants and stops, the first plural exclusive suffix occurs with /t/ before

[sint/.
wae3kon3tsinlnaltulwa?s ‘we (excl.) will work'
yos3sinlnaltulwa? 'we (excl.) will gather'
fi*h&etltsinlnaltulwa? 'we (excl.) will put on top of..."

5. The data do not include paradigms for Class 1 verbs.

6. Hyphens indicate morpheme breaks.

10



