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L. Introduction.

The Paumari Indians are located at the mouth of the Sepatini River, Lagoa Marraha
which is near Bom Futuro on the Purus River, and also on the Ituxi River. The language is
ordinarily stated to belong to the Aruak family group. There are approximately 150 speakers of
the language. They also are fluent bilinguals. This statement is based on the tribal visits made
from March to June and August to November 1964. This data was gathered generally from the
speakers living at Lagoa Marraha and from the visiting tribal members of the Sepatini River
group. In particular, the two informants used were: Divaldo who is about 20 years old, and
Ezilda who is approximately 25 years old. They both have a good command of the Portuguese

language.

IL. Chart of phones.

Non-lengthened Labial Labial- Alveolar Alveo- Velar Glottal
dental palatal
Sto V1. £ . K 5
ps Unaspirated P K
vd. b g
Aspirated VI th Kh
Implosive  Vd. 6 d
. VL. s
Affricated
vd. 5
Fricatives VL. s S h
vd. v
Nasals Vvd. m n
Vibrants Vd. yi yu £
Lengthened Labial Labial-— 1 o g Alveo- Velar Glottal
dental palatal
Stops Unaspirated V1 b t- k- k- ?-
Vd. b- d- g-
Aspirated VL £h Kh.
Affricated V1. &
ricated ;. ;.
Fricatives VL. £- S+ - h-
Nasals Vd. m- n-



Vocoid Chart

Oral Unrounded Nasalized Unrounded
Front Central Back I Front Central Back
. Close i : . Close i !
High Open L U : High Open
. Close S | Close
Mid Open A ' Low Open a
Close :
Low Open ' Length i- a- u-

III.  Interpretation procedures.
A. Segments which may be either vowel or consonant.
[w/u] is interpreted as [w] when it freely fluctuates with [v] and has slight friction.
It does not occur contiguous to another consonant. [u] occurs elsewhere.

ex. w u
'wi-fu 'papagaio’ u'?dAm- & ‘meu pé'
'wi--su 'peixe’ "wi-fu 'papagaio’
"tup-awa  ‘shell' "thu-fu 'panaco’
"kAD * AWA ‘canoa’ 'du - FUuFly fruta’
"ka-waftL ‘tesoura’ "?2L2UA 'tambaqui’

B. Etic sequences which may be either emic units or sequences. There are no non-
suspect CCV syllable patterns, therefore [t&] and [dz] are interpreted as a single

consonant unit, [¢] and [ J].

~

ex. c j
"PA?- LEL 'pequeno’ "kajaria 'cubid’
&i'ka- -2daki ‘azedo' "yadL 'pedra’
"Ein-AkL 'doce’ "had LTt 'tabaco’
"2tEAnt 'miudo’ 'Juma 'noite’'

[?] is interpreted as a single consonant when occurring between two vowels and

utterance initial. [?] always occurs medially before implosive stops and they are
interpreted as a single unit.



ex. 'SAT-AL

std-A?L
'APU

'hi?-unt
'ATA - bulua

"2 LUA

'mao’ ALk L
"urucu' "?a--sU
'beiju’ "Ra--ju
'alf’ '?uhi
'terra firme' "A?6Ak T
'tambaqui’ "du

'maduro’

'tia'

'irmao mais
velho'

'beads'

'molhado’

'pacu’

In the stressed syllable, phonemic or non-phonemic length of the vowel may occur, or
the following consonant may be lengthened.

'CV--CV V may be phonemically long preceeding any consonant and is interpreted as
two separate vowel units.

'CV-CV "V may have a phonetic half length when the following consonant is w, r, f.
and is interpreted as a single unit.

'CVC-V  All consonants except w, r, f. are lengthened following the stressed syllable
when its preceeding vowel is short. C- is interpreted as a single unit.

In rapid speech the non-phonemic length is minimal except on the primary stress of

the utterance.

ex. 'CV--CV

'da- -ma 'anta’
"Ju- -t 'passaro’
"wi--su 'peixe’
-?a--jvu 'irmao’
'?a--su 'tia'

'ku- -fAfu 'sardinha’

'CV-CV
"ka-wafL 'tesoura’
"Ju-ti 'machado’
"Ju-EhiEYy peixe’
'a-swAl 'canela’
'si-pluria 'calca’
'ma-¥1hi 'pium’

'saf-Lnt
'wis- L
"makD . L FIA
'dud-utL

'bab-adL

'CVC-V

1 £

"dAm- AL pé

'sol'
‘cigarra’
'homem'
'pitid’
'pirarucu’

The timing of a CVV sequence is equal to that of two syllables whether the vocoids are
identical or different except when u occurs initially in a vowel cluster in an unstressed syllable

and is proceeded by the stops p, b, k, k, g, ?. Then the CVV unit has the timing of a CV unit.

ex. Timing two units

'CVV
'Juima 'indio’
' Juuma 'piara’
"muL?d’L 'castanha’
'Jau?-urYu  'cutia'
'piisiily 'grilo’
'?aasu 'tia'

Timing two units

CVV
'pa-fAL ‘acaf’
'ku-fLu 'peixe’
"hutaft 'veado'
"ku-fiLatit 'sorva’
bA' FiAs 1A 'melancia’
' WANAPAPAU 'bacurau’

Timing one unit

CVvVv
i'tAp-uUA 'prego’
AmMA 'bok-ut 'elbow’
kA 'mAb - UA '6rfao’
"hug-ut 'mata’
"?LPuA 'tambaqui'
"muttubu L ‘orelha’



All possible vowel clusters occur [AL, 1A, av, va, v, vui]and are interpretated as
two syllables.

VvV "mu L?2dL 'castanha’ 'mAi?da 'pente’
"MA L SA noivo' 'buaha nome de Divaldo'
ruathi 'meu idioma' '"ALhi 'nossos labios'
V'V L'AtReint 'teu idioma' u'a--bAni 'minha lingua’
u'lhi ‘meus labios' nit'u--gakt 'ndo sei'
\AY "pa-fal ‘acaf’ i'tAap-uA 'prego’
'ikuAaka ‘anzol' au'kadi 'muwa L 'nossa flor'

IV.  Chart of the phonemes.

Consonants Labial Labial- Alveolar Alveo- Velar Glottal
dental palatal
Stops VL P t k ?
Unaspirated Vd. b d g
Aspirated V1. th kh
Implosive vd. 6
) V1 cC
Affricated vd. 5
Fricatives W f s 5 h
Nasals m
Vibrants f
Vowels Front Central Back
unrounded unrounded relaxed
Oral i a o
Stress g
V. Evidence for phonemic decisions. (See enclosed lists, pp. 9-14)

VI. Formational statement of phonemes.
Lenghtened consonants occur only following the stressed syllable; (see no. I1I. B.)

Aspirated stops and h cause breathiness of the proceeding and following vowel.
Pre-aspiration precedes a voiceless velar stop following a stressed syllable containing an
implosive stop and central vowel.



Stops /p, t, k, 2, b, d, g, th, kb, 6, d, c, 7/

/p/ [Pl  Voiceless bilabial unaspirated stop.

/b/  [bl  Voiced bilabial stop.

/t/  [t]l  Voiceless alveolar unaspirated stop.

/d/  [d]l  Voiced alveolar stop.

/k/ [kl  Voiceless velar backed unaspirated stop. [k] occurs in a syllable

with high back vowel or adjacent to a syllable containing an
implosive stop.
(k] Voiceless velar unaspirated stop. [k] occurs elsewhere.
/g/  [g]l  Voiced velar stop.

// [?] Voiceless glottal stop.

/th/ [th] Voiceless alveolar aspirated stop.
/kb/  [kB] Voiceless velar aspirated stop.

/6/ (6]  Voiced bilabial implosive stop.

/d/  [d]  Voiced alveolar implosive stop.

/c/ [€]  Voiceless alveo-palatal affricated stop.

/3/ 131 Voiced alveo-palatal affricated stop.

Fricatives /w, f, s, &, h/
/w/ [w] Voiced labial flat fricative.

[v]  Voiced labial dental flat fricative. [w] and [v] occur in free
fluctuation.

/£/  [£]  Voiceless labial dental flat fricative.

/s/  [s]  Voiceless alveolar grooved fricative.

/8/  [81  Voiceless alveo-palatal grooved fricative.
/h/ [hl  Voiceless glottal fricative.

Nasals /m, n/
/m/ [m]  Voiced labial nasal.

/n/ [n] Voiced alveolar nasal.

Vibrants /r, t/

sry BV Voiced alveolar dark flap vibrant. [f¥] occurs contiguous to the high

back vowel.
[¥1] Voiced alveolar clear flap vibrant. Occurs elsewhere.
/&) [£] Voiced alveo-palatal retroflexed grooved reverse flap vibrant.



B. Vowels

Lengthened vowels occur only in the stressed syllable. (see no. III. B.)

Utterance final vocoids tend to be nasalised and those contiguous to nasal contoids.

/1i/ [
[i
[i
[t

/a/ [a-
[a
[a
[A

/o/ [u-
(4
[Uu

C. Stress
VA

Voiced high close front lengthened unrounded vocoid.

Voiced high dose front nasalized unrounded vocoid.

Voiced high close front unrounded vocoid.

Voiced high open front unrounded vocoid. [i] and [ (] freely
fluctuate but [ (] is preferred.

Voiced low open central lengthened unrounded vocoid.
Voiced low open central nasalised unrounded vocoid.
Voiced mid close central unrounded vocoid. [s] occurs between

two [f].
Voiced mid open central unrounded vocoid. [s] and [a] fluctuate
utterance final, but [a] is preferred.

Voiced high close back lengthened relaxed vocoid.

Voiced high close back nasalized relaxed vocoid.

Voiced high open back relaxed vocoid. The [u] may be slightly
raised or lowered.

Stress normally occurs on the ante-penult syllable or on the initial
syllable of two syllable words. Stress occurring elsewhere is
marked with .

VII. Distribution of phonemes.

Syllable patterns.

CV  ex. pi'ririka  'frito' 'babadi 'pirarucu’
'parai ‘acaf’ 'cinaki 'doce’
'dororo 'fruta’ 'kawafi 'tesoura’

A% ex 'isai 'crianga’ a'rapaki ‘amargo'
'jofai 'esteira’ kai'pohiki  'tem muito'
i'tapoa 'prego’ 'si-foi 'ro¢ado’

The occurrence of phonemes /p, t, g, c, §, tB, r/ islimited.

The phonemes /g, th, 4§, 6, &, r/are restricted in the unstressed initial syllable on

the word level.

Stress does not occur on the final syllable on the word level.



Part of the vord may be reduplicated consisting of CVCV ora CVV.

Primary stress can fluctuate on either the first or second syllable of the 'CVCVCV.
Secondary stress then falls on the original ' CVCVCYV thus making:

ex. 'wag-Aki  'claro, luz'
'CVC-V "CVCVCV or CV'CV. "CVCVCV
WAQ A "WAQADN L wA'ga: "wAgAnt 'cedo!

In CVVCYV the stress falls on the second syllable of the reduplicating syllable.
ex. CV'V.CVVCV

A A . \J 1
fu'a-tfuani embrulhado

' v
bu'a-buant fervendo

When stress falls on the second syllable of either of the above reduplications, there is
phonetic half lengthening of the vowel, and the following consonant never lengthens. When the
whole word is reduplicated and consists of a CVCV, the syllable may occur as one of the
following three patterns:

ex. CV'CVC.-VCV 'CVC-V  "CVCV
ku'suk-usu 'cutiara’ '?Am-u "?Amu 'prima’
CV'CV-CVCV
mA ' fa - mafA 'marimari’
mu'tu-mutu 'canapu’

Contrastive stress occurs in a few words.
ex. "di-fif 'sieve' di'fi-f 'inseto’

"wA?dAmA 'pato’ wA'?dam-&  'pés déles'

Stress may fluctuate on some words.

"Lp-uhtki L 'puh- ki 'tem muito'
'nad - Ariaki nA'da- tiak L 'vermelho'



Voiceless Stops

DISTRIBUTIONAL CHART OF PHONEMES

Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'CV CV 'CV CV 'CV.  CV
igathiki
'segurar’

th thathg batRaki bitha
'passaro’ ‘podre’ 'carapana’
thofo ?ithoni
'panaco’ ‘azuado’

makPira
'homem'
kb kxhanaki kRafataki fakPajahi jakRawi makhla
'pesado’ 'estd ‘plantar’ 'desenteria’ ‘cobra’
chovendo'
fokhojahi mokPodo
'costurar’ 'peixe’
piisifi pisédna kapiripa papira katatopi
‘grilo’ 'gato’ 'peixe’ ‘papel’ 'cedro’

P palici pacahari kapapiri topawa kapiripa
'pequeno’ 'banana’ ‘peixe’ 'shell' ‘peixe’
poto pokonofi waporo
'péssaro’ 'bico do navio'

pato'
tiwa tikafohi jamatikori kotiti koriati
‘urucu' 'palha’ 'bicho do casco' 'peixe’ 'sorva'

t tapi tarasara itapoa hotaifi kapita
‘cipd’ 'tercado’ 'prego’ 'veado' ‘peixe’
topawa matobiri ajotofo motémoto
'shell' ‘peixe’ ‘mata’' 'canapu’
kididi tikifi doki
'péassaro’ 'passaro’ 'lombriga'

k kapita kapiripa makapofo makafi kanaka
'peixe’ 'peixe’ 'cupuacu’ roupa’ 'cacau’
kofo korawa okojoa dikosi masiko
'péassaro’ 'corda’ ‘mergulhdo’ ‘macaco Tua’

cheiro'




Voiceless Stops

10

Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'CV Ccv 'CV CcvV 'CV. CV
?icani pa?ici kama?i
'miudo’ '‘pequeno’ ‘piolho’
?asi farakawa nabo?ani ha?a
'Puppy’ 'galinha’ 'embaixo' 'sim'
?ohi ?o?01ija i?omani sofofo ma?d
'beads' 'eu entro’ 'vocé estd 'paneiro’ ‘peixe’
deitado’
cinaki cikaadaki pa?ici
'doce’ ‘azedo’ ‘pequeno’
pacahari 2icani
'banana’ 'miudo’
kocoriki macoroki
'strong smell’ 'bad smell’
Voiced Stops
Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'CV Ccv 'CV CcvV 'CV CV
bitha binofiki  nabidi kabisi kabi
'carapana’ ‘ele quer’ 'pescogo’ 'kindling' 'coati’
babani bafijafo ibanafi babani wabonoba
'lingua de 'incense’ ‘caju’ 'lingua de 'tucunaré'
pirarucu’ pirarucu’
bowifi bodinija  wabonoba jaboni jinabo
'estrela’ 'dentro’ 'tucunaré' 'também’ 'caba’
dikosi bodinija didisi nabidi
'macaco
cheiro' 'dentro’ 'pataud’ 'pescogo’
dadahi kodanahi kodahi boda
'segurar pau' 'assado’ 'arco’ 'mandioca’
dodori kamaodorohaki dodofi bodo
‘pitid’ 'cego’ ‘pitid’ 'peixe’
gihaki jogi
'ralar’ 'nome de
mulher'
gathRaki ganoganoki wagaki siriga
'segurar’ 'cisco’ Tuz' 'borracha’
gorfra hogoi wago
'casa’ 'capim'’ 'peixe’



Voiced Stops

Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'CV CV 'CV CV 'CV CV
jinabo kojira

‘caba’ ‘colher’

j jaroi kajapari kajara naraja
'espinho’ 'peixe’ ‘cubid’ 'laranja’
jomahi fajomahi sajoki wanajo
‘cachorro’ ‘medir’ ‘amolado’ 'capitari’'
bisana
'estragado’

§) badana sabada wababa
‘calango’ ‘mutuca’ ‘barata’
boda dabo
‘'velho' ‘banana’
difiri ditirfi jadini kadadi
'sieve’' 'inseto’ 'novo' 'cabeca’

d daama odama kadadi sabada
‘anta’ ‘meu pé' ‘cabeca’ ‘mutuca’
doki kadomahaki widofi mokRodo
'lombriga' 'cozinhar' 'macaco 'peixe’

barrigudo'

Fricatives
Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'CV CV 'CV CV 'CV CV

safini migafi
'sol' fruta’
£ farataki nafani banafa
'cogar’ 'ovo' 'ovo'
nihaférihiki rfafoki
'quanto ¢' ‘inchado’
widofi wiradaki kawironi kawina marawi
‘macaco 'magro’ ‘balangar’ 'guariba’ ‘abano’
barrigudo'

W waporo wabonoba sawahafo kawasi topawa
navio' 'tucunaré' 'tracaja’' ‘envira' 'shell'
woéroniki
‘cair’

11



Fricatives

Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable

'CV CV 'CV CV 'CV CV

sipafi sipatihi  kasisihi basina dikosi

'batata doce' ‘banana’ ‘cigarro’ ‘banha’ 'macaco
barrigudo'

s sapiwa sajofiki samosamohi asafi maisa
'chapéu’ 'cego’ 'scabs' ‘pele’ noivo'
so?ofo sofofoki  kosokoso nosoma kosokoso
'paneiro’ leaky’ 'cutiara’ ‘bacuri’ 'cutiara’
siina ?asi
'nome de ‘puppy’

Maria Alvina'
N bisana
'estragado’
sooni
'irmao mais novo'
hikofi hidanija  pahihari bihini kodahi
‘espelho’ 'ontem’ lima’ ‘pena’ ‘arco’

h hajifi hahaniki  wahajafi gihaki paha
'tabaco’ rindo’ 'passaro’ ralar’ ‘dgua’
honori mahoroki jadjahori karahd
'socé boi' ‘almofada’ 'cigana’ ‘grande’

Nasals
Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'CV CV 'CV CV 'CV CV
mirisi bamiki wanami
'caititu’ 'dois' remo’

m makari mabidifi amakafiki jomahi nosoma
‘roupa’ 'cobra’ ‘perto’ ‘cachorro’ ‘bacuri’
mokRini motémoto kawaméniki kamoti gamo
‘apagado' 'canapu’ 'doente’ ‘pote’ ‘mulher’

nioogaki hidanija babani
'ndo sei' 'ontem’ 'lingua de
piraracu’

n naraja nabidi kanatfawa kanaka basina
'laranja’ 'pescogo’ 'passaro’ 'cacau’ ‘banha’
nosoma onofiki bononi bano
‘bacurt’ ‘eu quero’ junto’ 'piranha’

12



Liquids

Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable

'CV CV 'CV CV 'CV CV
piririka piririka kapapiri
frito’ frito’ ‘peixe’

r korawa naraja kajara
‘corda’ laranja’ ‘cubid’
moroboni dororo dorodoro
'chifre’ 'fruta’ 'bola’
bafijaro marihi kawari
‘incense’ ‘pium’ 'tesoura’

'y rafaki fakPajahi arakawa darari jara

'gente de
‘inchado’ ‘plantar’ ‘galinha’ 'soco rosa’ fora'
fooni fokhojahi soforoki dofofo dofofo
‘name de 'costurar’ 'leaking' 'sapo’ 'sapo’
7€ Rato'
Vowels
Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
'V \Y 'V \Y 'V \Y
i ihi ibanari oino kdijoi jafoi
'labios’ ‘caju’ ‘meu dente' 'barriga’ '08s0'
a ama abiniki idjoiki ikoaka arajoa
'sangue’ 'morto’ 'voce vai ‘anzol' 'zé
voltar' prego
o ohoho omawar i iokRaki jéo?oro wao
'tosse’ 'gafanhoto’ 'vocé vai' 'cutia’ 'cuia’
'CVV/VV CVV/VV 'CVV/'VV CVV/VV 'CVV/'VV CVV/VV
biawikPaki ahiana kédidmia
5 ‘ele vai 'cantamos’ 'minha mae'
levar'

kofio
'peixe’

bai waikajaro abdisana hotaifi isai

5,  comida’ 'peixe’ 'veado' 'crianga’
'boto tucuxi'
wao wanapapao
‘cuia’ 'bacurau’

13



Vowels

Initial Syllable Medial Syllable Final Syllable
doi majéirifi nékoi?afo- sifoi
rani
o  fruta’ 'pato’ ‘acordar’ 'rogado’
koa oadisaki jaroa
ratinho' 'estou 'porcupine’
tossindo'
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