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INTRODU CTION

The Alphabet and the Pronunciation of Ticuna

The Ticuna alphabet consists of the following twenty-six letters:
abcchdefgijlmn

fingopgrstutitwxy

In learning the Ticuna language, the pronunciation is of utmost impor-
tance. One could memorize hundreds of useful phrases but if his pro-
nunciation of the letters is faulty, or, if he uses incorrect tones (pitch
levels), he will not be understood. Therefore, it is advisable to work on
a small amount of material at a time, seeking to acquire the ability to
repeat the phrases exactly as they are spoken on the record before going
on to new material.

Ticuna vowels are pronounced as follows:

a is pronounced like English a in father. ngmg. road

e is pronounced like English e in bet. ngpaea he sleeps

i is pronounced like English i in police. ngg)g, it's dry

o 1is pronounced like English o in obey. gtgr:} species of fruit

u is pronounced like English u in rule, ucapu room or enclosure
% is pronounced like English oo in took. ti thread (spool of)

(with lips spread apart as when smiling). K

¥ Due to the transition from Ticuna to English sounds, all examples
are necessarily approximations.

7% See drills for pronunciation of i on page xxiii.
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x is pronounced like the sound an English speaker gets beiween the o's of
"oh-oh." This occurs frequently in Ticuna and is treated like a conso-
nant (glottal stop): =

boxo large white larva

4 3

y i8 usually pronounced lke Fnglish j in "Jude". This sound may be
prorounced like either j, or y of English "yes" when it precedes a:

yura sSpecies of palm yapuna oven

Sometimes when the Ticunas speak, their words sound almost like a
song. Each syllable seems to correspond to the pitch of a certain note,
Different speakers vary in their range; that is, some speakers' whole
range seems to be higher or lower, and the over-all expanse of the range
may be narrower or broader. Excitement seems to move the individual's
whole range higher in pitch:

LEVELS

Inangu i to. "Another one is arriving." would be spoken on the notes G,
1 2 3 4 5

E, D, C, and A, as illustrated above.

% See Drills for pronunciation of x on page xxiv.

#® When the lowest tone s pronounced deep in the throat (laryngeali-
zation), it sounds about one note lower. It is distinguished by the line
under the vowel.
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