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PREFACE

Literacy in a National or foreign language is a two-step skill for
those who do not speak it as their mother tongue. If such persons become
literate first in their own vernacular, the second step, learning the second
language, is much easier, fasier, and more enjoyable, 1t is for this reason
that this set of charts and primers has been prepared for the Bilaan peo-
ple. The Bilaans will cross the bridge into mastery of the Filipino Nation-
al Language and other languages more easily and quickly if they learn to
read their own language first.

The censonants of Bilaan are:b, k, d, f, g, h,, m, n, ng, s, [, w, v,
and glottal stop shown as . They are pronounced as in the Filipino
National language (Tagalog), wilh the exception of “f’’, which is pro-
nounced as in Spanish. An vnusual conlrasl exists in Bilaan in that cer-
tain words such as sangwas ‘to play’ are pronounced san.gwas and not, as
might be expected sang.was nor sang.gwus., These contrast wilh other
words such as tming.gal ‘to shoot’, in which there is a true ng sound at the
end of the first syllable. Since the syllable as in san.gwas occurs, however,
only at a boundary belween an affix and a word buse, and since the
number of cases in which it contrasts wilh an ng.g or ng.w type sequence
are relatively few, it is assumed that the symbolizing of this contrasl
may be omitted wilhout undue ambiquily. Stress always falls on the
final syilable of a word base.

The vowels. a, e, i, 0, and n, ure similar to those in Spanish. There
are two additional vowels, a, which is similarto a, but formed [arther
back in the mouth, and A, the pepet vowel., which is pronounced very
much like the corresponding vowel in the Pangasinan launguage.

Alliance Publications wishes to express its appreciation Lo James
and Gladys Dean and Miss Alice Lindquist, of the Summer Institute of
Linguislics, for the linguistic work and illuslralions of these malerials.
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libun

ani libun



I nA [ bA

nAbA

eel

nAba lagi eel

nAbA litun eel

libun na lagi nabala eel
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asda

ani asdaA



naba lagi na libun eel
td di asdA
maal inum asdA

1 lagi na libun banlela
asdA eel



at

bu

atbu

bitil asdaA

asdA mayA atbu

naba libun na lagi atbu
td di asdAi
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am

Iu

bay

af

tud

amlubay

aftud

attud asda

amlubay lagi na libun

aftud ala




a | nuk fi | tam

anuk fitam
dA| A fullA
daa fula

nun dAA anuk

nun dad anuk fitam
nun dad anuk fulA
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anfun 1 lagi na libun
dad anuk

banlela dad anuk bilA
banlela dad anuk eel
atnukA dad anuk bila

minum alaA eel
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ak'dA'A
akdaa

i lagi na libun nun daa anuk
i lagi na libun nun asda
bitil anuk na asda

maal inumla

naba lagi na libun ala bilA
nabala ala eel

akdaala amliubay

mayA ala aftud
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