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INTRODUCTION

Tagabili is the dialect spoken by an estimated 20,000
persons living in southern Cotabato - -in the southern part of
Alai; Valley, the Lake Sebu area, and southwest to the coast.

The phonemes of Tagabili include 14 consonants and six

vowels; b,k,d,fsg,h,l,m,n,ng,s 1t,w,y, and i,e,A,a,u,o.

The following letters are pronounced very much	 like
their Tagalog equivalents: a,b,k,d,g,i,l,m,n,ng,t,w,y. Word-
final h is silent when followed by another consonant: dumuh,
'companion'; dumu(h) tAkuv, 'our companion'; but 	 dumuhuh,
'my companion'. When a precedes 10 the sound is similar to
that in the English words shoe and shield. Pronunciation of
f is as in English fish. When occurring between vowels, d
is often pronounced as the Spanish r in nara,	 tAdok
(trok), 'finger'. The final r of borrowed words becomes 1 :
doktol, 'doctor' s tAdaktol (traktol), 'tractor'. 	 Clusters
of two or more consonants are found most frequently in rapid
speech; bAlat, 'heavy', is often pronounced blat. A few
consonant clusters do occur as part of the regular 	 word
structure: hnnkAn, 'feed'.

When preceding J5 A is pronounced as in Spanish de,
'give'; elsewhere it is pronounced as in the English word
let. The vowel A is pronounced somewhat like the vowel in
English gap or the first vowel in above, varying 	 in some
speakers to a sound approaching that of the pepet vowel.
The pronunciation of u fluctuates between the Spanish u and
o. The o varies between the vowel in English cough 	 and a
sound halfway between that and a Spanish o.



KAde Lith

Ang Mag-anak
	 The Family

nga
Nth nga.

sangg61
	

baby
1t6 ay sangg61.	 This is a baby.
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Kuya
nga loglh
Nih nga logih.
Nib Kuya.

Kuya	 Kuya
bntang lalaki	 boy
1t6 ay batang lalaki. 	 This is a boy.
1t6 ay ai Kuya.	 This is Kuya.
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Ate
nga libun
Nth nga libun.
Nth Ate.

Ate
batang babae
It6 ay batang babse.
It6 ay si Ate.

Ate
girl
This is a girl.
This is Ate.
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Ma
Ma my hayuh tauh.

Tatay
Ang Tatay ay mabait na tao.

Father
Father ie a good man.
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Ye
My hts.yuh Ye.

Nanay
	

Mother
Ang Nanay ay mabalt.	 Mother is good.
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Ma Di
tuwallh
Ma Dl tuwailh Ye luwuh lAh Ma,

Tiy6	 Uncle
'staid	 brother
Ang Tiyd ay kapatid na lalaki 	 Uncle is a brother of

ni Nanay at ni Tatay.	 Mother and Father.
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Ye Di
Ye Dl tuwalih Ye luwuh WI Ma

TiyA	 Aunt
Ang Tiyi ay kapatfd na babae	 Aunt is a sister of Mother

ni Nanay at ni Tatay.	 and Father.
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Teme
Teme ma Ye luwuh lAh Ma.

Lolo	 Grandfather
Siyi ay tatay ni Nanay	 He ie the father of

at ni Tatay.	 Mother and Father.



Beh
tuhah
Beh tuhah libuns

Lola	 Grandmother
matandg'	 old
Ang Lola ay matandang babae. 	 Grandmother is an old woman.
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KAm SAnaAm Duh Nu bA Gunu

Mga Kagamitan sa Bahay	 Things in the House

lAmisah
Nih lAmisah.

mesa
	

table
It6 ay mesa.
	 This is a table.
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kulAng
tAmogoh
Nih kulAng.
Gel guru tAmogoh.

palsy&	 pot
paglulueo	 cooking
1t6 ay palsy&	 This is a pot.

1t6 ay gamit sa pagiulua	 This is used for cooking.
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bangku
Yoh bangku.
Gunu gAl miyun bangku.

oily&	 chair
Mg silya.	 The chair.
Mg Ellyn ay lipuan.	 The chair is a seat.
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blguh
Nih blguh.
Biguh mo gAl tat halay.

bilaong pantahip	 winnowing basket
1t6 ay bilaong pantahip. 	 This is a winnowing

basket.
1t6 ay gamit sa pagtatahip 	 This is used to winnow

ng bigis.	 rice.
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igam
Nih igam.
Igam gal gunu tungo.

banig
It6 ay banig.
Ang baulk; ay gamit

sa pagtulog.

mat
This is a mat.
This mat is used

when going to sleep.
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sung
Nth sung,
Sung gunu gAl mAdAk halay.

lusdng
	 mortar

1t6 ay lusdng.	 This is a mortar.
Ang lusdng ay gamit
	

The mortar is used
sa pagbabay6 ng bigAs. 	 in pounding rice.
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hAgAlung
kAnbit
Nih hAgAlung.
HAgAlung mo gal kAnoit.

gitara	 guitar
kalabit	 pluck
1t6 ay gitara.	 This is a guitar.
Ang gitara ay kinAkalabdt.	 The guitar is plucked.
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sikludoy

i
.AndAy
nludoy lAndAy until/me

gitarang kawayan 	 bamboo guitar
maganda	 pretty
1t6 ay gitarang kawayan. 	 This is a bamboo guitar.
Ang gitarang kawayan ay may	 The bamboo guitar has

magandAng 'bunk.	 a pretty sound.
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basu
Nlh basu.
Basu gAl gunu minum.

baso	 glass

Itd ay baso.	 This is a glass.
Ang baso ay ganit 	 A glass is used

sa pag-indm.	 for drinking.
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tAgayan
Nih tAgayan.

tasa	 cup
1t6 ay tasa.	 This is a cup.

huyow
Nth huyow.

pingfan
1t6 ay pingg4n.

plate
This is a plate.
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sAndut
Nih sAlidut.

kut sara
	 spoon

I t 6 ay kut ears. 	 This  is a spoon.
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suk
Nih suk.
Suk gAl kAiAb sAnaAm duh.

kutsilyo
	

knife
1t6 ay kutsilyo.	 This is a knife.
Ang kutsilyo ay panghima
	

A knife cuts many
ng maraming bagay.	 things.
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tAbAk
Nih tAbAk.
TAbAk gAl tAbAk utun.

tinid6r
	

fork
It6 ay tinid6r.	 This is a fork.
Ang tiniddr ay gamit
	

The fork is used
sa pagkain.	 in eating.
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kohu
Nth kohu.
Kohu gAl gunu tAmogoh.

kalAn	 stove
ME ay kalAn.	 This is a stove.
Ang kalAn ay gamit
	

This stove is used
sa paglulutd.	 for cooking.
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KAm De Kan

Maraming Pagkain
	

Many Foods

bayabas
lAmnaw
mAgAl
LAmnaw bayabas nih.
BAyabas lAmnaw thy mAgAl.

bayabas	 guava

luntisn	 green
matigAs	 hard
Ang bayabas na it6 ay luntt. 	 This guava is green.
Ang bayabas na luntt ay matias. 	 A green guava is hard.
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togoh
	 soging

Luwuh soging nih
Togoh lAh kAm soging nih,

saging	 banana

hinag	 ripe
It6 ay dalawAng saging	 These are two bananas.
Ang mga saging na it6 ay hin6g.	 These bananas are ripe.
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lanas
matah
Nlh lanas.
Lanas de matahan.

pinyg	pineapple

mate	 eye
1t6 ay pinyg .	 This is a pineapple.
Ang piny ay maraming matA. 	 A pineapple has many eyes.
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mangga
melel
Nih mangga,
Melel mangga nth.
Melel mangga togoh,

manggA	 mango
dilAw	 yellow
It6 ay manggA.	 This is a mango.
Ang manggAng it& ay dilAw,	 This mango is yellow.
Ang dilAw na mangga ay hin6g.	 A yellow mango is ripe.
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tuwol
Nih tuwol.
HUlo kulitAn tuwol,

makopa	 macopa
Itd ay makopa.	 This is a macopa.
Ang halt ng makopa
	

The akin of a macopa
ay pulA.	 is red.
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tAfaya
Nih tAfaya.
TAfaya togoh mih.

papaya	 papaya
ltd ay papaya.	 This is a papaya.
Ang hindg no papaya	 A ripe papaya

ay matamis.	 is sweet,
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potcay
it6 ay peteay.

pechay
Till& is pechay.

enlabl
Nth sAlabi.
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tangkung
doun
Nih tangkung.
Doun tangkung.

kangkOng
talb6s
1t6 ay kangadng.
Talb6s ng kangkdng.

kangkong
tops
This is kangkong.
Kangkong tops.
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kAmati
hulo
Nih kAmatl.
Togoh kAmati Mih.

kamatis
mapull
It6 ay kamatis.
Ang kamatis na it6 ay hin6g.
Ang kamatis na hin6g ay mapulg.

tomato
red
This is a tomato.
This tomato is ripe.
A ripe tomato is red.
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basuk
bong
Nth basuk.
Bong basuk nih.

kalabasa	 squash
malaki
	

big
1t6 ay kalabasa.	 This is a squash.
Ang kalabasang it6 ay malaki

	
This squash is big.
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kAsunah
Nib kAsunah.

si buys s	 oni on
It 6 ay si buys s.	 This is an onion.
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bulih
Nih bullh.

pat ad.
1t6 ay patanl.

bean
This is a bean.

r{'

biangul
Nih Aangul.

sitaw	 string beans
It6 ay sitaw.	 These are string beans.
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lAfa ublh.
Nih Lira ublh.

talb6s ng kamote	 camote tops
It6 ay talb6s ng kamote. 	 These are camote tops.
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malah
dAs
Nih malah.
DAS malah nih.

sill	 pepper
maangh6ng	 hot
1t6 ay silt.	 This is pepper.
Ang sill ay maangaing.	 Pepper is hot.
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hAlya
beet
Nih hAlya.
Heet hAlya.

ma
amnal

paitaYi
It6 ay ampalay4.
Ang ampalayi ay mapaft.

amargoso
bitter
This is an mnargoeo.
Amargoso is bitter.
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sAgotong
hulo
Nih sAgotong.
Hulo kulltAn sAgotong.

taldng	 eggplant
lila	 violet
1t6 ay taldng.	 This is an eggplant.
Ang balAt ng taldng
	

The skin of the eggplant
ay lila.	 is violet.
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ubih
Nih ubith
TAy hAyuh tAnete ubih,

kamote	 camote
It6 ay kamote	 This is a Gamete.
Mabuti ang nag-Thaw ng kamote.	 It is good to roast camote.
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Kam tigaf

Mga Kaibigang Hayop	 Pets

ohuh
nga ohuh
Ohuh nAh nga ohuh.

aso	 dog
tuts	 puppy
Ang aso at ang tuta. 	 The dog and the puppy.
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onuk koyuh
nga onuk koyuh
KAM onuk koyuh.
KAm onuk koyuh wAn luwuh ngaAn.

ibon	 bird
inakAy	 birdie
Aug mga ibon.	 The birds.
Mg mga ibon ay may	 The birds have

dalawAng inakly. 	 two birdies.
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kuku
nga kuku
Kuku nAh ngaAn.

pusa	 cat
kuting	 kitten
Ang pusa at ang kuting. 	 The cat and the kitten.
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uhuh
nga uhuh
Uhuh nAh nga uhuh.

deer
guya
	

fawn
Ang usa at ang gula	 The deer and the fawn
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sAdo
nga sAdo
SAdo nAh nga sAdo.

baboy
bilk
Ang baboy at ang bilk.

Pig
piglet
The pig and the piglet.
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kdda
nga koda
Koaa run nga 'Oda,

kabayo	 horse
bisiro	 colt
Ang kabayo at ang bisiro	 The horse and the colt
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safi
nga safi
Safi nth nga sail

bake	 cow
guya	 calf

Ang baka at ang gnyl	 The cow and the calf.
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IcAlAmbAw
nga kAlAmbAw
itAlAmbAw nAh nga kAlAmbAw.

kelabiw	 carabao
bul8	 calf
Ang kalabAw at ang bult 	 The carabao and the calf
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onuk
nga onuk
Onuk wAn ngaAn.

inahing mandk	 hen
dabs	 chick
Ang inahing man6k ay may sisiw. 	 The hen has a chick.
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pats
Ang pato ay may inakAy.
Ang pato at ang inak.5y

ay naglglar8 ea tubig.

duck
The duck has a duckling.
The duck and the duckling

are playing in the water.

anti
Intl wAn ngaAn.
Intl nAn ngaAn sulif bA el.
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Ang Aso.
Rd ay aso.
Ang asong it6 ay si BantAy.
Si BantAy ay nagbAbantAy

ng behaY.
TinatahulAn niyA ang mga

taong 'AT niyi kilalA.

The Dog
This is a dog.
This dog is Bantay
Bantay guards the house.

He barks at persons he
does not know.

Ohuh
Nih ohuh.
Ohuh boluyAn Bantay.
Bantay bAnenteyAn gunu.
NAbakAn tauh	 a diloAn duh.
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Safi
Nih safi
Kan tAkuy safi nAh gatasAn.
TAy hAyun kAn safi nah gatasAn.

Ang Baka	 The Cow
It5 ay baka.	 This is a cow.
Ang bake ay nagbIbigty ng	 The cow gives meat and

karm5 at gates.	 milk
Ang karnS at gatas ng baka 	 The meat and milk of the

ay masarAp.	 cow are good.
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KAlAmbAw
Nth kAlAmbAw.
Yoh muhAn kAlAmbAw gAl lumulon

elat nuwit,
KAn takuy kAlAmbAw nAh gatasAn.

Ang KalabAw
	

The Carabao
It6 ay kalabAw.	 This is a casaba°.
Ang kalabAw ay ginAgamit sa	 The casaba° is used in

pagdadal4 ng mabigit. 	 carrying heavy things.
Ang kalabAw ay nagbibigAy
	

The carabao gives meat
ng karn4 at gatas.	 and milk.

53



Koda
NIh koda,
Yoh muhAn kbda gAl sAnakay,
Yoh muhAn lustdo gAl sAnkuyah lAh.

Ang Kabayo
ita ay kabayo,
Ang kabayo ay sinasakytsn.
Aug kabayo ay gina

5a karera.

The Horse
This is a horse.
The horse is used for riding.
The horse is used

in racing.
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MAlon
Nih mAlon.
MAlon gAl mAnga.
Nga onuk nisok mAlon.
TAy hAyuh kAn onuk.

Ang 'flaking Man6k
	

The Hen
1t6 ay inahin.	 This is a hen.
Ang inahfn ay nagbibigAy
	

The hen lays eggs.
ng itl6g.

Ang it15g ay pinfpisa
	

The hen hatches
ng inahin.	 the eggs.

Ang karné ng ipahin
	

The meat of the hen
ay masarkip. 	 is good.
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Mosol
Nih mosol.
Mosol bAtik thin kifuh.
KAmoot mosol.

AugTana/ring	 The Rooster
1t5 ay tand&ng.	 This is a rooster.
Mg tandAng ay maagang	 The rooster wakes up

gumising.	 early.
Ang tandAng By tumitilaok.	 The rooster crows.
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Intl
Nih Intl.
Intl tAy hAyuh agzt.
Intl gel mAnga.

Ang Pato	 The Duck

Itd ay pato.	 This is a duck.
Ang pato ay mabuting 	 The duck is a

alaga.	 good pet.
Mg pato ay nagbibigiy ng itldg. 	 The duck lays eggs.
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Onuk Koyuh
Nih onuk koyuh.
Onuk koyuh kAnAn kulAd.
KulAd hAnsidAkAn kAm huluh.
Onuk kAnlgalAn tAkuy bA lingunAn.

Ang Ibon
It6 ay ibon.
Ang ibon ay kumAkain ng
Ang uod ay sumisiA

ng halaman.
Tayo ay inlaliw ng ibon

sa kanying awit.

The Bird
This is a bird.
The bird eats worms.
The worm destroys

plants.
The bird makes us glad

with his song.
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SAdo
Nih sAdo.
&do tAy mahil mabu.
Karl tAkuy sAdo.
Abu sAdo gal hAnbaling lAh tobo.

Ang Baboy
It6 ay baboy.
Ang baboy ay madaling

tumabk.
Ang karnA ng baboy ay

kinAkain.
Ang tabs ng baboy ay

ginAgawing mantika.

The Pig
This is a pig.
The pig becomes fat

easily.
The meat of the pig

is eaten.
The fat of the pig is

made into lard.
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