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FOREWORD 

Some of the glory of the Philippines lies in the 
beautiful variety of people and languages within its 
coasts. It is to the great credit of the national leadership 
over the years that no attempt has been made to destroy 
this national heritage. The goal has been instead to 
preserve its integrity and dignity while building on this 
strong foundation a lasting super-structure of national 
language and culture. 

The present book is one of many designed for this 
purpose. It recognizes the pedagogical importance of 
dividing literacy and second-language learning into two 
steps—literacy being the first. When a student has 
learned to read the language he understands best, the 
resulting satisfaction in his accomplishment gives the 
drive and confidence he needs to learn the national 
language. His ability to read, furthermore, is the 
indispensable tool for the study this program will 
require. 

The Department of Education of the Philippines is 
proud to present this latest volume in a nationwide 
series designed to teach the national language through 
literacy in the vernaculars. It will strengthen both the 
parts of the nation and the whole. 

Juan L. Manuel 
Secretary 



FOREWORD 

One of the noble aims of Education is to equip every 
citizen to participate meaningfully in his society and to 
share in shaping the destiny of his country. Providing 
literacy instruction in each man's vernacular is a basic 
step in realizing this goal. To promote this purpose the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics works in agreement 
with and under the auspices of the Department of 
Education in the Preparation of instructional and 
supplementary reading materials for the various 
Cultural Minorities of our country. 

The Bureau of Public Schools takes pleasure, there-
fore, in presenting this volume of literacy material 
which is part of its list of approved supplementary read-
ing materials prepared for use by the Public School in 
the areas using the vernacular of these materials. 

LICERIA BRILLANTES SORIANO 
Director of Public Schools 



PREFACE 

This pre-primer workbook, Magsakap Kita Magbacha, 
has been prepared to teach some basic pre-reading skills to 
the Tausug people of Sulu, the Republic of the Philippines. 
It has been specifically designed to help the student to be 
ready for the primer, Daakan sin Sultan kan Itik, 
(formerly Hinda Itik) and the primer workbook, Atulan 
Magbacha. It does this generally in teaching the pre-read-
ing skills of visual and auditory discrimination, numbers, 
writing, left to right orientation, and whole word 
discrimination, and specifically in teaching the vowels, a, 

u by the same keyword method used in the primer. As in 
the primer, an eclectic method incorporating phonics, is 
used with the end in view of helping those not able to read 
to be able to do so as fast as possible. 

Kathie Bosscher, U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer, working 
in co-operation with Summer Institute of Linguistic 
members, Seymour and Lois Ashley, prepared and tested 
the pre-primer. 



To the teacher: 

This book, Magsakap Kita Magba eha, is designed to prepare 
students for learning to read. It consists of five pre-reading 
lessons which are taught before teaching the primer, Da akan 
Sin Sultan Kan Itik. 
Its contents are as follows: 

Lesson 1: pages 1- 8 
Lesson 2: pages 9-15 
Lesson 3: pages 16-23 
Lesson 4: pages 24-30 
Lesson 5: pages 31-36 

Test: page 37 
These skills are taught on the following pages: 

1. Auditory discrimination: 3, 10, 18, 25, 31 
2. Capital letter recognition: 35 
3. Left to right orientation: 2, 4, 5, 9, 11, 17, 19 
4. Numbers: 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 20, 21, 29, 36 
5. Phonics: 

u sound: 25, 26 
i sound: 27, 28 
a sound: 31, 32 
a, u, i sounds: 33, 34 

6. Visual discrimination: 1, 4, 5, 9, 11, 17, 19 
7. Whole word recognition: 16, 24 
8. Writing: 8, 15, 22, 23, 25, 27, 30, 31, 35 

The directions for teaching are given in the center margin of 
each page. These directions tell you what the student is to do. 
If the book is used with adult students, one lesson should be 
taught each day. If the book is used with children, the five 
lessons should be taught in 4 to 6 weeks and supplemented 
with teacher-made materials patterned after the work pages. 



Assalamu alaykum 
warakmatullahi 
wabarakatuhu. Mura-
murahan dayn ha 
baktulan ini tumagna 
kamu makaingat 
magbacha 	iban 
magsulat sin sulat 
Milikan. 
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