COATZOSPAN MIXTEC PRONOUNS

Priscilla Small

There are four classes of pronours in Coatzospan Mixtec:

1. Personal vnronouns
2. Demonstrative pronouns
3. Interrogative pronouns
4, Relative pronoun

l. Personal oronouns. There are fifteen personal nronouns. Excepot
for the second person singular nominative pronoun -n, which has the
effect of regressively nasalizing the entire phrase of which it is a
part, these pronouns are one-syllable enclitics which are grammatically
free but phonologically bound to the nucleus of the word-phrase of
which they are a part.

The first and second person pronouns show contrast in vperson, number
and case and an inclusive (in) versus exclusive (ex) distinction in the
first person plural:

Nominative Dative
Firat singular a cd
Second singular -n o
First plural (in) -1 cd
Firat plural (ex) ntd
Second nlural nto

In resvectful sneech the nlural forms are used even when the
referents are singular.

There are seven third nerson oronouns. They are distinguished by
gender rather than bv number or case and vary from generic to specific:

Svecific ) Generic
Masculine (me na
1 (me) xté

Mascvline (fe) ti fia
Feminine tian
Animal or snrheri-

cal obiject ta
Neuter i
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Pronouns--PS

The choice of pronoun is limited partiallv by the eender class of
the noun which it represents anrd partiallv bv the social context of the
speech act, reflectine the relationship or attitude of the speaker
toward the referent.

As a general rule, the generic terms are more respectful. Orlv fa
or I may be used when referrine to a deceased person. fia is usually
reserved for adults and is considered extremelv respvectful when aovnlied
to a child. When i is used with reference to a child or animal, it
implies endearment. The use of xtd implies that the person is well-
known and respected. It corresponds fairly closely to the Svnanrish
title don.

The choice of masculine pronoun is further limited by whether the
speaker is male (ms) or female (fe).

Each of the personal oronouns, with the exceotion of the neuter vpro-
noun i, has a corresponding free, two-syllable form from which it is
derived. A free form can be pronounced in isolation but is rarelv used
in connected speech, and then orimarily for emnhasis or clarification,
as in the following examples:

xoho '‘we (inclusive)'
xoho na tii ‘we fellows'
xoho quihin o 'we are going'
cuenta ifia co xoho 'on our behalf'

The free forms, with their corresponding enclitic forms, are as
follows:

Free Form Enclitic Form

xuhi a, co First singular

xohén -n, o Second sineular

xohd ¥, 8 First plural (in)

ntihi nti First olural (ex)

ntohd nto Second vlural

fiaha fia Third person

xtahd xtd Third masculine (title)

naha na Third masculine (ms)

tehn§ ti Third masculine (fe)

tahnu tan Third feminine

quiti t3 Third animal or spherical obiect
i Third neuter

There is no free form pronoun corresnnndine enecifirallv to the

neuter nronoun i. It mav stard in rlace nf any roun or third nerson
bronroun.

When the oronnun is oronounced jn isolation or is in focus in a sen-
tence, either the free form is nsed or, mnre freaquentlv, the enclitic
M . * Y
form ie vpostnosed to the demonstrative verh Azvi:

divi 0 'I' or 'it is I

A¥vi tin quihin tan 'she is groing' or 'it is she who is
goine!'
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Pronouns--PS 1

A nominative pronoun may function as the subject of a clause:

cata 1 'T will sing!
auihin 0 'T will eo!
ntahvi u 'I am poor'
fia diha @ 'T am a woman'

A dative vpronoun may function as the direct or indirect object of a
clause:

ehni fa ¢ 'they hit me'
taxnuu fa co 'they sent it to me'

It mav 8180 function as the subiject of a clause with a certain set
of verbs involving sensory perception or nsychological activity:

tect co 'T hear'

cutuni cé 'T feel, I pnerceive'!
A Vs - N '

cunani co I forgeget

ntio cé 'T want!

Besides occurring with verbs, it may also function a= the vpossessor
of a noun or as object of a nrevosition:

ihxA co '‘mv child'

diqui cé caexnuu '‘my head aches'

ata c¢é caica tin 'she's walking behind me'
aquihin tdn ni c¢o 'she's going with me'

In rseneral, when 2 subject nrecedes the verb in a clause (usually
for emphasis), the correspondine nominative pronoun redundantly follows
the verb. However, when the obiect thus nrecedes the verb, no object
pronoun follows:

fiaha quihin fia 'people are goine'

(1it. 'veonle go thev')
fiaha éhni #a tan 'neonle hit her!

(1it. 'neovnle hit thev her')
fiaha éhni tun 'she hit peonle'

(14t. 'venvle hit she')

Exreot in clauses containine xoo 'who', the neuter oronoun i is
omitted when it furctions as the subject of a verb:

cohxd '(it) fell:
neé ntn cohxo 'what fell?!
librd co cohxo 'mvy bhook fell!
x0d cnhxo i '‘who fell?®

Verbs are rarelv, if ever, followed bv three consecntive nersonal
vronouns. If there is both a direct obiect and an indirect obiect, one
or the ~ther is omitted, or else the direct ohiect is exnressed bv a
roun:

tahxT fia t¥ 'thev gave it (to me)!
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Pronouns-<PS 12

tahxi fia co 'they gave (it) to me'
tahxi fia ¢6 tin¥ 'they gave me a dog'
but not tahxi fia ¢ ti ‘thev gave it to me'

Pronouns may be modified bv quantitative exnressions:

ntuvi fa_ 'hoth of them!'

mii sA fia_  _ 'he alone (i.e., all by himself)’

un nti ntii fia 'all of them!

fida te da dii fa 'not just a few (i.e., a whole lot)
of them?®

Third person oronouns may be modified bv a following demonstrative
pronoun:

cuehen fia san 'they went awav'
(1it. 'went verson that')

However, unlike nouns, onronouns may not be followed bv descriotive
modifiers or by possessors.

2. Demonstrative Pronouns. There are two demonstrative oronouns
with their corresvnonding enclitic forms:

Free Form Enclitic Form
sahxv sa 'this, these'
tzican san 'that, those, the'

A demonstrative pronoun mav substitute for or modify a noun or a
third nerson pronoun. When substitutine for a noun, or when in focus,
a free form is more frequently used, whereas an enclitic form more
often occurs as a modifier:

ntio cé saha 'TI want this!'

tzican ntio cé ‘that (is the one) T want'
quiti sahd 'thi= animal’

fia d3hf tzicén ‘that woman'

fia 4ihf san 'the wnman (alreadv mentioned)'
ehni san tin_ 'that (one) hit her'

caquidi tf sa 'this animal is sleevpine'

A demonstrative pronoun calls attention to the relative position of
a person or thing in space andi time in relation to the speaker. sah
*this' corresponds to the adverbs iha 'here' and vevii 'now', while
tzicin 'that' corresnonds to ican 'there' and quidaa 'then':

vihi saha 'this house (here)!
itzi tzican 'that road (there)!'
cuia saha ‘this vear (now)'

ntuvi tzieén 'thnse davs (then)'

t+zican 'that' mav also functinn as an adverbh of cause, referrine to
the reason behind an action:

tzican é vehxi 4, tthat (i= whv) T've come!
tzican é cohxo ti 'that (is why) it fell'
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Pronouns--PS 13

sah; 'this' hae a special temnoral function in the ohrase da sahg
'for the first time' (lit. 'until thi='):

da =aha vehxi 0 'this is the first time I've come'

3, Interrogative pronouns. There are two interrogative pronouns,
with their corresvording enclitic forms:

Free Fnrm Enclitic Form
X000 X0 'who?!
neé ne 'what?'

They may stand alone or in combination with a svnecifving noun or
noun nhrase., to which they stand in arnosition. 'When in combination,
the enclitic form is used:

xo fiaha 'who?' (1i+, 'whn nerson?')
xo tahnu ‘which girl ' (1it. 'who female?!')
xo ta Maria 'which Marv?!

(1it. 'who female Marv?!')
'what?' (1it. 'what thine?')
‘what (kind of) arnimal?!

ne in
ne qv

# D
W

t

The interrorative vronouns occur initiallv ir» the clauses which they
introduce and mav or mav not be followed bv the interrogative marker
ntu 'is it?'. Thev mav functinn as subject, object, or vossessor:

xoo ntu '‘who is it?!

xn6 auihi#n i 'who is going?'

o0 éhni tun 'whom did she hit?!

xoo ihxd I '‘whose child?"

x00 é ¥xii tan '‘who is her hushand?!
neé vii u ve '‘what shall I do now?'
neé ntu ntio na 'what is it they want?!

When interrorative sentences are embedded in larger sertences. the
interrogative nronnuns function as relative pronouns:

ini G4 oo quihin i 'T knrow whoe is going!
fis ini u neé vii u 'T dAon't know what to do'

The interrorative oronouns are used in nerative expressions:

~ & -

na te xoo 'nn one'

fia te neé 'nAathine!
~ o - .~ ' " '
na te ne ina

Thev are also used in 2an indefinite sense in nhrases introduced bv
da:
dAa xoo 'whnever!
Aa xoo ca ' " !
da xon ca fiaha ’ " '
da neé ca 'vhatever!
Aa neéd ca tzinn ‘wvhatever work!'

L, Relative orrnoun. There is one relative oronoun, e 'that. It
has a wide ranre of usare and mav be translated in manv different ways.
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Pronouns--PS 1k

It most commonly introduces dependent clauses and relates them to
independent ones:

ntio co é auihin nto 'T want that you go!'
divi & ntio co *that (is the one) that I want'

It introduces indirect quotations:
cachan tun e quihin tun 'she savys that she'll go'

It introduces purrose clauses:

quihni nto ti é fia caca ti 'tie it up (so) that it won't
get loose!

It introduces causal clauses:

cudiin fla 6 fia ni Aéhe u 'he will be angry that I
didn't go'

It likewise introduces relative clauses which modify nouns:

tahnu é nani Maria 's pirl that is named Msria'

ita é doo vaha _ L ‘tortillas that are very good'

duhxen san €& cuvi quidaa 'the war that took place back
then'

uun e cacahan fia piramide 'a (thing) that they call a
"nvramid"!

It may function as a nominalizer, forming noun phrases from verbs or
adjectives:

e diqui ‘plavthine!

é cahxi o '*food (i.e., what we eat)'
e vaha _ 'that which im snod'

e cuihxin san 'the white one'

It introduces some temnoral nhrases:

é uun xo00 mau ‘on the first of Mav!'
(1it. 'that one month Mav')

é viha e uten '‘every dav' (lit. 'that now
that tomorrow')

un cientu € un Xx00 'a hundred a month' (1lit. 'one

hundred that one month')
It irtroduces a subiect comnlement: with the meaning 'as':
quihin fia & tzata 'he is coine as go-hetween'
I+ anpears in comrarative clauses, with the meaning 'than':

dif ca ata tan & tahan tiin 'ashe is older than her sister'
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