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Organised Phonology Data

Bipi Language
Manus Province

Phylum; Austronesian, Malayo-Polynesian, Central-Eastern, Eastern Malayo-Poynesiadn, , Family Oceanic,
Admirality Islands, Eastern, Manus, Northwest Islands.

Population census: 1,200 (1990)
Major villages: Kum. Matahai, Mwasoh

Linguistic work done by: Barbara Sipou (attended Orthotech workshop 1999, Assisted by Ruth Ray
(based on 2 weeks work)

Data checked by: (not checked)

Phonemic and Orthographic Inventory
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Consonants
Bilab  [LabDen |Dental |Alve0 |P0stalv Retro  |Palatal |Velar  [Uvular [Pharyn |Glottal
Plosive pb td k
Nasal m n n 0
Trill
Tap/Flap r
Fricative | S | f h
Lateral dz
Fricative
Approx j
Lateral 1
Approx
Ejective
Stop
Implos

/m%/ labialized bilabial nasal
/ °dr/
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/n/ palatal nasal
/p%/
1t/
/b/ bipi name of the island and pwabwelou round object
name of the language
/h/ hak care for tohou smash mahtaro
haluk to cover tahi tatoo luh bend down
hatinou advice has suhipeel four mwasoh
stuck wahak  jawn rubbish heap kah
hayah afternoon pahau paddle search
/i jam foreigner pwojam pawpaw
jai swim
jahai  west
jich scrape
jin war, quarrel
/k/
ki tree hakiu  four strings hapuk four bundles
kau good luck, hook lakon tasty, cool feeling makdead, reef
kamek trap makahis unripe kak sago leaf roofing
kilim  signal hakaha orphanage nyalak stinging plant
kahis  not yet takum gather lak space, light
n
li ginger waloh  waving flag, signal
lili lazy molak  trade
lapan  almighty palahan  spicy
lolen  bush kaliten  sparks
lim fist kalon handle
/m/
ma and chamek lick katam window
mauspeech, word limeh five ndrom large market bag
malau distance nyaman sweet hawem with you
maliye forget limengon fifty pulim arm band

hah
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malah

/n/ name
nenik
nii
nai
nangou

/p/

Vowels

spread out

coming
very tiny
fish

grass skirt
something
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nyamos wipe

monen straight, perfect
pana creeping plant
kanau white sea gull

manue eagle

hanahan equal

lukom

pihin

san

samen
patun

tien
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shade
female
road
knife
huge coral
born



