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INTRODUCTION

This Activity Resource Book has been developed for teachers in Mother Tongue-Based
Education programs whose students come from non-dominant language communities. The
activities focus specifically on language development in the students’ home language (their
school L1) and in a second language (School L2) but could also be used for L3, L4, etc.

The activities in each section are divided between those that focus on using language for
meaning and communication and those that focus on using language correctly.

I hope this resource will be useful for you as teachers and especially for the children in your
program

Susan Malone
SIL International
Bangkok, May 2012.
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BUILD ORAL L1

Build oral L1: Focus on meaning

Listen and respond

Act out a story (Everyone together)

1. Tell the students, “I am going to read a story to you. The second time I
read it I need volunteers to act out the story.” Remind them that they
do not have to talk—just listen and act out the story.

2. Encourage different students to act out each of the people in the story.
Praise them when they finish. If more students want to act out the
story, read it again.

Action song (Everyone together)

1. Sing a song that relates to the week’s theme. Ask who, what, when,
where, how, why questions about the song.

2. Sing the song again. Invite students to sing the song with you. Then
sing the song again while the students dance to the song.

Answer evaluation
questions

(Everyone together)

1. Discuss an event in the community or in the news OR tell or read a
story. Ask questions that encourage students to think critically about
the event the people’s actions:

“Do you think that was a good thing to do? Why or why not?”
“What would you do differently if you were part of this story /
event?”

2. Encourage students to share their feelings freely (no “right” or
“wrong” answers!)

Answer “Have you
ever…?” questions

(Everyone together)

1. Ask the students a “Have you ever?”questions about the weekly
theme. Ex. Theme is rice. “Have you ever planted rice?”

2. Students talk about that experience. Use questions that encourage
them to use higher level thinking. Consider all reasonable answers as
correct.

Answer How & why
questions

(Everyone together)

1. Tell or read a story then ask “open-ended” questions about the story.
These are questions that begin with how and why, for example: “Why
do you thing she did that?” or “How did he know that would happen?”

2. Encourage students to think and then talk together as they answer the
questions. Consider all reasonable answers as correct.

Answer prediction
questions

(Everyone together)

1. Tell or read a story about something that is familiar to the students.
Stop 2-3 times during the story to ask, “What do you think will happen
next?” Students say what they think. Consider all reasonable answers
as correct.
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2. Then say, “Okay let’s read some more and see what happens!”

3. Go through the whole story like that

Answer “What would
you do if…” questions

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Prepare questions like the ones below to ask the students.

1. Ask each question, letting different students answer. If there is time
after 5 students have each answered a different question, ask the
same set of questions to 5 more students. (This activity should not last
longer than 10 minutes.)

2. Choose different students each day so that everyone gets chance to
respond sometime during the week.

“If you were walking by the river and saw a tiger, what would you
do?” [Whatever the student answers is true, because there are “no
wrong answers”.]

“If your small brother/sister fell into a deep hole, what would you
do?”

“If you found 100/-, what would you do?”

“If you saw a friend steal someone’s money, what would you do?”

“If you went to [name a place], what would you see?”

3. Once the students understand the purpose of the game, they can make
up questions for each other. Consider all reasonable answers as
correct.

Answer who, what,
where, and when
questions

(Everyone together)

1. Tell or read a story.

2. Students stand in a circle. Ask a who/ what/ where/ why/ how
question about the story. Throw or roll a wicker or paper ball to one
students and they answer and roll the ball back.

3. Roll the ball to another student and they answer. Keep asking
questions so that many students can answer.

4. IN A LARGE CLASS, divide students into teams of 12 with a team leader.
Ask the questions and one or more students on each team answers.

Change the ending of
a story

(Everyone together)

1. Tell or read a story.

2. Students talk together about ways to change the ending of the story.

3. Individuals or teams tell their idea for the ending of the story.

If time, students can change characters, setting, or events in the story.

Create an Action
Song: Mother’s
work

(Everyone together)

1. Tell the students, “Let’s make up a song about Mother’s Work. Let’s
make a list of __ things that mothers do for us. We’ll use that list to
make our song”

2. Students tell you 5-6 things about mothers’ work that they want to put
into the song.

3. Go through the list, one item at a time. Ask the students to show you
the actions for each thing they chose.

4. Use a familiar melody for the song. Start the song by singing an
introductory question: “What do our mothers do for us?” Then use the
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Cs’ ideas to make each line of the song. Students do the appropriate
actions as you teach the song.

5. Sing the song again. This time the students sing with you as they do the
matching actions.

Describe characters in
a story

(Everyone together)

1. Tell or read story. Ask questions that encourage students talk about
the story.

2. Ask students to describe the characters in the story—age, appearance,
personality. EX: Where do you think this story took place? What village
do you think that girl came from? How old is she? What do you think
about the old man? Is he nice or is he mean?

Retell a story (Everyone together)

1. Read or tell a story to the students and then they re-tell the story in
their own words. If they hesitate, ask them, “What happened first in
the story?” They say what happened first.

2. Then ask, “What happened next?” Let them say what happened next.
Continue doing this to the end of the story.

3. Then call on a volunteer to tell the entire story.

Summarize a story (Everyone together)

1. Tell or read a familiar story to the students.

2. Students summarize the story. (A summary is the same as telling the
main idea of the story or what it is mostly about.)

3. Help the students remember the most important details when they do
the summary.

Tell the meaning of a
proverb

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Collect proverbs (wise sayings) from the local culture that
pre-school children will understand.

1. Read a proverb to the students.

2. Students describe an activity that corresponds to that proverb. For
example, an appropriate activity for the proverb “The early bird gets
the worm” would be “When you get someplace early you get the best
seat.”

3. Read several more proverbs to the students and encourage students
describe what the proverbs mean in their own lives.

Create oral texts

Create a story (Everyone together)

1. Encourage the students to talk about the weekly theme or a current
event, a story, picture, etc.

2. Tell the students, “Will you help me create a story about ___?” (suggest
a familiar topic.) “How should we start our story? What will be the first
sentence?” (Students tell you the first sentence.) Then ask them what
they want to say next. Say, “Now we have two sentences. Can someone
tell me the first two sentences?” (Let them say the first 2 sentences of
their story. Then say, “Okay, what shall we say next?” (Let them tell
you.) Keep going like that until they have a story of about 5-6
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sentences.

3. When they are finished, they re-tell the story.

4. Next day they tell the story again while some students act out the story.
(You can write the story in your notebook or put it on a poster. Later,
when the students are learning to read, you can put it on the wall for
the students to see.

Exaggeration Story

Teams, create a story relating to the weekly theme, using exaggeration.
They take turns telling their story (some team members tell the story
while others act out the story.) You can offer a suggestion, and then ask
the students to finish the story. (Ex: One day ____ (boy’s name) ate 44
bowls of rice. What happened to him then?)

Create a story about a picture

1. Show the students an interesting picture relating to the weekly theme.
Give them 1-2 minutes to look at the picture

2. Ask them to tell you some of the things they see in the picture.

3. When they have finished describing the things they see, tell them,
“Now I want you to use your imagination. Let’s make up a little story
about some of the activities you see in this picture. Where should we
start?”

4. Students point to something in the picture (people, animals,
activities).

5. Ask them, “What story would you like to tell?” Encourage them to use
their imagination to create a little story. If they have trouble thinking
of something, you can ask question like this,

 What do you think is this person’s / animal’s name is?

 Where do you think they live?

 What were they doing before they were in this picture?

 What are they doing now?

 What will they do next?

6. Praise the students for being creative in telling their story.

Create a story from
pictures

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Prepare a story to read to the students. Draw 4-5 pictures
(1 picture on each ½ page of paper; but the pages so each picture is
separate) that show the sequence of events in the story.

1. Read the story to the students.

2. Give different students a picture that is part of a sequence of events
from the story.

3. Students with the pictures stand in a line to show the sequence of
events in the story. Encourage other students to help them get into
order to show the correct sequence.

4. Other students look at the pictures and say what happens in each
picture.

Describe events of the
day

(Everyone together)

1. At the end of the day, encourage students to think about their school
day and what they did.
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2. Ask, “What did we do this morning?” or “What do you remember
about this morning?”

3. The teacher will write down the students recollections, one at a time
on a chart or the chalkboard.

4. Then the teacher will read all of the sentences back to the students.
While reading the sentences, pause at predictable words, point to the
next word, and let the students supply it.

Describe a personal
experience

(Individual students)

1. Ask students if they have had any experience relating to the weekly
theme (seeing a snake; fishing; being in a big storm). They take turns
sharing their experience.

2. Encourage other students to ask questions and give time to answer
and discuss. Continue this activity throughout primary school.

Describe a sequence
of activities

(Everyone together).

1. Choose a series of events or activities related to the weekly theme or
other familiar situation. Example: Activities related to house building
in the community.

2. When everyone has identified all the steps in the sequence, select one
student for each step. They line up in front of the class and state their
step in the proper sequence.

(Teams)

1. Teams will choose an event or activity related to the theme.

2. Without naming it, they will role play their activity or event and other
students will guess the activity.

Describe a sequence
of events

(Teams).

1. Identify events other special occasions that happen in the community
and that the students are familiar with. Think of one event for each
team.

2. Assign one event to each team.

3. Teams talk about the event and think about the all the activities that are
part of the event.

4. Teams put the activities in order by thinking about them as “steps” (First
we ___; then we __; then we ___.”

5. Teams take turns describing the sequence of events for their topic but
they do not tell the name of their topic.

6. Other teams listen and guess the topic that they were describing

Explain an activity (Everyone together, then teams)

Before class: Think of several activities that are familar to the students

During class:

1. Tell the students you are going to explain an everyday activity to them
(Example: washing clothes). Use sequence and descriptive words for
the explanation. Encourage them to contribute as you explain the
activity.

2. Students, in teams, think of their own activity to describe. They
whisper their activity to you for your approval. If okay, they plan the
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way they will describe their activity. Encourage them to use sequence
and descriptive words.

3. Teams take turns describing their activity, using sequence and
descriptive words.

News report (Individual students—3 (or more) each Monday)

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR: Make a “Community News” schedule
that lists the students that will report community news each week.
Make sure that every student gets a chance to give a report at least
once during the school year.

1. Tell the students to be alert for any interesting events that happen in
the community. They will get turns during the school year to be
“Community News” reporters.

2. Each Friday, a student reads the “Community News” schedule to see
who is assigned to give a report the next Monday. Tell those students
to ask questions and be observant over the weekend so that on
Monday they can give a good community news report...

3. Each Monday morning, the students give their reports. Encourage
other students to ask questions. (15 minutes total)

Picture story (Individual students)

1. Tell students to draw a picture of their family (or something else that is
very close and important to them)

2. Individual students show their picture and talk a bit about their family.
Ask questions, and encourage other students to also ask questions, will
ask them questions about the names and ages of the people in the
picture.

Relay story (Everyone together, teams).

1. Decide on a funny name for the main person in the story (Examples:
Panchi Caranchi or Mola Bola or Henny Penny or Hilda McGilda)

2. Decide on a topic related to the weekly theme, if possible.

3. Have a soft ball (paper and tape is okay). Have the students stand in a
circle with you (or the leader) in the middle.

4. Begin the story by making a statement about something the character
did; for example, “Mola Bola put three tomatoes in her mouth at the
same time” or “Hilda McGilda was walking on the road when she met a
tiger”.

5. Then throw or roll the ball the ball to one of the students. That student
says what Mola Bola did next: “Then Mola Bola put three tomatoes on
her head” or “Then Hilda McGilda saw 2 elephants running at her!”
Then the student throws or rolls the ball back to you.

6. Throw or roll the ball to another student who makes up another
sentence about the person in the story. OR you can just go around the
classroom in a set order.

NOTE: You can use Relay Stories to help the students practice using terms
for colors, numbers, location words, grammar (past tense, present tense,
future tense), etc. Here are some examples of the kinds of Relay Stories
they can tell:

Relay: Steps in a process... Assign an activity to each team (a familiar
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activity that requires a series of actions. Example: buying food at the
market). Teams take turns saying the actions in proper sequence.
EXAMPLE: First student: “On market day, first we…” 2nd student: “Then
we…” etc.) Each student says a sentence for their action sequence.
(Other examples: Fishing, fixing a meal, getting water, feeding
domestic animals.)

Relay: Funny Story. You start a story by saying one sentence about a
child doing something. Make the story funny by using exaggeration.
Choose a funny name for the child. Each person has a term to say
something. Ex: student #1: “Panchi Carranchi raced a tiger and won
the race!” You say, “Then what did she do?” Student #2: “Panchi
Carranchi jumped over a tree. Student #3. Panchi Carranchi ate 3
watermelons all by herself!” Continue until all the students have had a
chance to say something funny.

Relay: What I want to be when I grow up. Students take turns
describing what they want to do when they grow up.

Relay: Things I see on my way to school. Students take turns
describing the things they see as they come to school.

Relay: Life Stories--Class. Ask the students to think about certain
people or groups of people in their community—family members,
friends, people with disabilities, others such as health workers,
teachers, religious leaders. Tell each student to think of one sentence
that they can say about that person—the things they do, the reasons
why they are important to the family or community. Students take
turns, each saying their sentence about the person. (Ex: “My
mother…”) When they finish, summarize all the things the students
said.

Show and tell (Individual students)

1. Assign 3 students each week to bring something to class that is
interesting to them (EX: type of food, picture, a gift, something that
reminds them of their father or mother or other loved one), something
from nature).

2. Give each student 3-4 minutes to talk about their “treasure”

3. Encourage other students to ask questions

Story about a picture (Everyone together, teams).

[NOTE: This is different than telling picture stories (see below.]

Show the students an interesting picture and encourage each team to
make up their own story about the picture. Teams share their stories with
each other.

Team story (Teams).

1. Encourage students to talk about the weekly theme or a current event, a
story, picture, etc.

2. Students divide into teams. Each team creates a story about the theme.
The story can be funny; it can be about an adventure relating to the
theme—whatever the team wants as long as it is about the chosen
theme. (EXAMPLE: If the theme is food, the story is about a girl and boy
that got lost on their way home from buying food at the market.)
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3. Teams can draw a picture about the story, song or poem. After they tell
their story, put their picture on the wall so that everyone can see it

Create and/or learn poems, songs, skits

Action song (Everyone together).

1. Discuss the weekly theme with the students. Encourage them to think
of actions relating to the theme.

2. Encourage them to make up a song with actions about the theme.
They can dictate it to you while you write it on the board or on a piece
of paper (or just talk about it but don’t write it.)

3. Divide the students into teams. Each team put actions to the song.
Then each team does their special actions while the whole class sings
the song.

Create a new song (Teams).

Tell / read a story or generate discussion about the theme or current
event. Then teams create a song about that topic. Each team sings their
song to the class. Students vote for best song.

Create a poem (Everyone together).

1. Ask students questions that encourage them to talk about a topic.
Then encourage and help them to create a poem about that topic.

2. Let them say their poem several times. They say the title and you write
the poem in the “Poem Book.” Keep the Poem Book in the classroom
library.

Create a skit (drama)
and act it out

(Teams).

Assign each team a specific topic, based on the day’s theme or topic.
Each team plans a 3-4 minute skit then performs their skit for the rest
of the class. Other students see if they can tell the story of the skit.

Listening and talking games

Guess What We See
Game

(Partners)

1. Tell the students that in this game, one pair of students will see
something in the room and the other students must try to guess what
they see.

2. Start by giving the first example. Identify something in the room (Make
sure it is something obvious such as the teachers’ desk; a girl’s red

dress; a flower) and tell the students, “I see something. What do you

think I see?” Students try to guess what you see by asking Yes-No
questions (EX: is it green? is it a person? is it alive? can you wear it?
can you eat it, is it smaller than my hand? etc.) Answer the questions

clearly. Encourage the students to use the hints to help them guess
the thing you see.

3. When you are sure the students understand the game, invite one pair

of students to identify something in the classroom or outside

4. When the first pair identifies their object, they whisper what it is to
you.
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5. Other students try to guess what it is. If they have a problem, you can
give them some hints. Do this with 3-4 things the first time so students
learn the game. Later you can add more objects.

Show Me How Game (Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS, think of about 12-15 activities that are familiar to the
students—things that they do many times in their daily lives. Examples:

 Show me how you brush your teeth

 Show me how you eat your food.

 Show me how you kick a ball

 Show me how you wash your face

1. Tell the student to sit on the floor around you. Tell them that you want
them to respond when you say “Show me how” to do something.
Emphasize that they should respond in actions, not words.

2. As soon as they understand and can respond to your question,
Students put their hands up. Quickly call on 2 students at a time to
show you the actions for that activity. (If the class is very large, you
can call on 4-5 students at a time.)

3. Keep the game moving quickly so that each student gets a chance to
do 2-3 actions. Encourage them to listen carefully and put their hands
up as soon as they think of an action to match the activity.

Do as I Say Game (Everyone together).

1. Students line up in a row (in a large class, you may have to do this
outside.)

2. You (or another leader) call out one student’s name (or group of names
in a large class) and tell that student to move forward a certain number
of steps, hops, jumps, etc.

3. They must listen carefully and then say, “Teacher, May I ___ (do
whatever is directed) before they move. If they forget to say “Teacher,
May I ___?” they have to go back to the starting line.

4. If they respond correctly they stay where they are. First person(s) to get
to the “Finish Line” wins.

EX: T: Ana, take 1 step forward!

Ana: “Teacher, may I?”

T: “Yes you may!” (Then Ana takes one step forward.)

T: “Isak, hop one step and then take one short step!”

Isak: Teacher,. May I”

T: “Yes you may!” (Isak hops 2 steps. He has to go back to the
starting line.

5. Be creative in your commands. EX: Take 2 steps forward; hop one step
and walk backward 1 step; jump sideways then back then walk forward
2 short steps.

Guess emotions game (Everyone together, then teams)

1. Ask the students if they can tell the way a person feels by looking at
their face. If they say yes, then ask them how they know what the
person is feeling. What do they see?
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2. Tell the students you want them to guess your emotions. But they will
only be able to tell by looking at your face. Tell them that you will say
the same sentence each time (Ex: My name is…). They should listen to
your voice (not your words) and watch your face and then tell you the
emotion you were feeling when you said the sentence.

3. First say all the sentences: first time as if you are very happy, 2nd time
very sad, 3rd time very angry, 4th time very worried.

4. Ask the students if they can guess what you were feeling each time. Do
the sentences again and let them guess the feelings.

5. In teams, students take turns acting out / identifying emotions; others
guess the emotion. .

Guess what we are
doing

(Teams)

1. Students divide into teams. Assign an activity to each team (but don’t
let the other teams hear it.)

2. Tell the teams that they should act out the activity you gave them
without saying any words. The other students will guess what they
are doing.

3. Give them about 10 minutes to prepare their activity. Then call on one
team at a time to do their activity.

4. Other students guess what it is

5. Praise the students for using their imagination in planning their
activities.

Guess our story (Teams).

1. Assign each team of students a topic and tell them to think of a story
about that topic.

2. Teams take turns acting out their story without speaking while the
other students watch. Other students try to tell the story from the
actions.

Build Oral L1: Focus on accuracy

Change tense (Everyone together).

1. Say a sentence about something that happened in the past. (EX: Last
week the farmer went to the market.)

2. Invite students to say the next sentence about the same person but
put it into the next category (near past or present): Today the farmer
is going to the market.

3. Then the students put the sentence into the next tense: Tomorrow the
farmer will go to the market.

4. Then start again with another sentence.

Compare objects (Everyone Together)

BEFORE CLASS: Collect 10-12 pairs of small objects that are familiar and
can be compared accoding to size, weight, color, usefulness, value, etc.
Bring them to class.

1. Hold up two familiar objects, for example, an umbrella and a pencil.
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2. Ask, “How would you describe the umbrella?” How would you
describe the pencil?” Encourage the students to use their descriptive
words to describe the objects.

3. Then introduce comparative words such as longer /shorter; bigger /
smaller; stronger/weaker; better / worse and ask the students to use
those words to compare the two objects. Once they understand
“compare”, you can encourage them to think of their own comparative
words and use them to compare the two objects. Encourage them to
think creatively as they describe the objects.

4. Introduce additional pairs of objects and help the students make
sentences using comparative words .

Describe things in a
picture

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Collect tools or everyday instruments (Ex: spoons, cups,
paddles, spades) from the community and bring them to class. (If they are
not easy to carry to class, you can bring a picture of the tools.)

1. Show an instrument (or tool) to the class and describe it so the
students can see how to describe something (EX: “This is round on the
handle and flat at one end. We use it to eat. What is it?” The
students respond with the answer, “It’s a spoon.”)

2. Students turns describing other tools and instruments.

Do as I Say Game (Everyone together).

1. Students line up in a row (in a large class, you may have to do this
outside.)

2. You (or another leader) call out one student’s name (or group of
names in a large class) and tell that student to move forward a certain
number of steps, hops, jumps, etc.

3. They must listen carefully and then say, “Teacher, May I ___ (do
whatever is directed) before they move. If they forget to say “Teacher,
may I ___?” they have to go back to the starting line.

4. If they respond correctly they stay where they are. First person(s) to
get to the “Finish Line” wins.

EX: T: Ana, take 1 step forward!

Ana: “Teacher, may I?”

T: “Yes you may!” (Then Ana takes one step forward.)

T: “Isak, hop one step and then take one short step!”

Isak: Teacher, May I”

T: “Yes you may!” (Isak hops 2 steps. He has to go back to the starting
line.

5. Be creative in your commands. EX: Take 2 steps forward; hop one step
and walk backward 1 step; jump sideways then back then walk forward
2 short steps.

Follow directions
(early)

(Everyone together).

1. Take small students outside at beginning of school so they can watch
the older students form lines to go into school. Help them learn the
process.

2. Teach them how to follow other directions in school. Encourage
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questions and give clear answers to the questions.

Memorize familiar
poems

(Everyone together, teams, individual students)

1. Teach the students a poem about a familiar topic.

2. Students practice reciting the poem together, in teams, and alone,
until they can say it from memory.

Practice grammatical
constructions

(Everyone together, teams)

1. Introduce the students to the main types of constructions used in
everyday speech (statement, question, exclamation). Give an example
of each and then let students give their own example.

2. Give examples of each of the constructions and ask the students to say
what kind each one is.

3. Students divide into teams. Tell each team to compose a sentence on
the same topic using each of the constructions. (Ex: I have a ball. Do
you want the ball? Give me the ball!)

4. Let each team have a turn saying each of their sentences. Encourage
other teams to say if the team is corrrect.

Respond to and give
commands

(Everyone together, teams)

1. Ask all the students to respond to 5-6 TPR commands.

2. Students divide into team. Students in each team take turns giving
commands to others on the team.

3. Ask for volunteers to give TPR commands to the whole class.

Sing a familiar song
correctly

(Everyone Together)

Students memorize and sing familiar songs so that others can understand
the words clearly.
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INTRODUCE PRE-READING AND PRE-WRITING IN L1

Pre-reading: Focus on meaning

Create a picture story (Teams)

1. Students divide into teams. Each student on the team draws a
picture that is part of a sequence (EX: sequence of activities about
getting up in the morning and coming to school.)

2. Teams take turns telling the story from their sequence of
pictures. They stand in line to show the pictures. Others can
guess the story or they can tell the story themselves.

Draw a picture about a
story

(Everyone together, Individual students)

1. Read a story to the students. Encourage them to talk about the
story.

2. Ask the students to draw a picture that shows the most important
part of the story. Students talk about their picture and explain
how it shows the most important part of the story.

Learn about books (Individual students).

1. Give each student a Stage 1 story book. Show them the different
parts of the book—cover, name of the story, name of the author,
pictures and text.

2. Show them how to turn the pages in the proper sequence.
Explain that they will soon learn how to read the text in books like
this.

3. Then give them time to sit quietly, looking at their books.

Listen and act out the
story

(Everyone together).

Read a story. Then volunteers act out the events of the story

Listen and answer how
and why questions

(Everyone together).

Read a story then ask how and why questions1 about the story.

Listen and answer who,
what, when and where
questions

(Everyone together).

1. Read a story about the weekly theme.

2. Have the students stand in a circle.

3. Throw or roll a ball to one student and ask a “Who, what, where
and when question about the story.

4. Let the student answer and then throw or roll the ball to another
student and ask another “W” question.

5. Keep doing that so as many students as possible get a chance to
answer the questions.

1 Open-ended questions are questions like “Why do you thing she did that?” or “What do you think
will happen next?” Open-ended questions require a more lengthy reply by the student (not just a
word or two.
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Listen and change the
story

(Teams)

Read a story. Teams think of a way to change the ending. Each
team tells their idea for a new ending OR they change characters,
setting, or events in the story.

Listen and predict (Everyone together).

Read a story that relates to the week’s theme, stopping every so
often to ask students what they think will happen next.

Listen and re-tell the story (Everyone together).

Read a story that relates to the week’s theme then students retell
the story in their own words

Read a story from pictures (Everyone together).

Before class: Choose a story book that has only pictures, no words.

1. Show the first picture to the students. Ask them what they see in
the picture. Then say, “Now we will see what happens next in our
Picture Story.”

2. Show the students the next picture and ask, “What happens next
in our story?” Students say what they see on the second picture.
Help them see the sequence in the pictures--one follows another
in the story.

3. When they have looked at all the pictures and told the story, mix the
pictures up. Ask for volunteers (as many volunteers as pictures) and give
one picture to each volunteer. They come to the front and let the other
students tell them where to stand to keep the pictures in correct
sequence.

4. Point to the first picture and ask that students to say what happened first
in the story. Do the same with the second, third, fourth, etc. so the
students “read” the entire story from the pictures.

Pre-reading: Focus on accuracy

Analyze and describe
sorting

(Everyone together, teams).

1. Arrange a group of objects according to some criteria (EX:
category, size, length, shape. Students analyze your
arrangement and identify the “rule” you used for sorting.

EX: Put edible plants in one group and non-edible plants in
another group. Students identify the difference between the two
groups.

2. Next: Put edible plants that you eat raw in one group and those
that need to be cooked in another group.

3. Next: Put foods that you eat without peeling in one group and
foods that you must peel before eating in another group.

Clap a rhythm (Everyone together).

1. Clap a rhythm (2 long, 3 short.) Do this 3 times.

2. Students clap the rhythm with you.
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3. Then tell the students you will start and they will finish. Clap the
2 long and they clap the 3 short. Do this several times. Reverse
the order and repeat. Then do different rhythms.

Clap for words (Teams)

1. Students divide into teams.

2. Turn to the first team and say a sentence with four words.
Students try to remember how many words were in the sentence
and clap for each word).

3. If they clap correctly, put a mark on the chalkboard for that team.
Then say a sentence with 3 (or 2 or 5) words. Second team tries
to remember how many words; clap for each word. IF correct,
they get a mark.

4. Do this 5 times for each team. Team with the most correct
clapping (and most marks), wins.

NOTE: Can also do this with words that have 2 or more syllables.

Find letters around
the room

(Teams, partners, or individual students).

BEFORE CLASS: Put a large alphabet chart on the wall and also put
signs around the room that show the names of things (door, wall,
chalkboard, table, mat, desk, bench, etc.). Write the words very
clearly in big letters.

1. As students learn new letters in the Alphabet Chart, ask them to
find the letters on signs and posters and other things on the walls.
They can work in teams or with a partner or alone.

Identify animal
sounds.

(Everyone together)

1. Tell students that you will make sounds of several animals (or you
can have animal sounds recorded for students to identify)

2. Make the sound of one animal and ask the students to name the
animal.

3. Continue until you have made the sound of several animals and
students have responded appropriately.

4. Ask students to take turns making animal students and having
other students name the animal whose sound is being made.

Identify sounds at the
beginning of words

(Everyone together).

1. Say 3-4 words that begin with the same sound. Be sure the
beginning sound is obvious and clear. (EXAMPLES: pat, puddle,
puppy, pretty)

2. Students say the beginning sound. Then ask the students to think
of other words that begin with that sound. They say as many
words as they can think of.

3. Do again with another sound.

Identify sounds at the
end of words

(Everyone together).

1. Say three words that sound the same except for the beginning
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sound (cat, hat, mat). Students repeat the 3 words.

2. Ask students if they can say which sounds in the words were the
same (and which were different.

Identify sounds in the
environment

(Everyone together).

1. Students close their eyes. Tell them to listen to sounds inside and
outside the classroom.

2. Then tell them to open their eyes and tell you what they heard.

3. Let all the students have a chance to say what they heard (EX:
birds singing, wind, someone whistling, plane overhead)

Identify sounds in the
middle of words

(Everyone together).

1. Say several words with the same sound in the middle. Be sure the
middle sound is obvious and clear. (EXAMPLES: sat, fast, paddy,
man) students identify and say the sound in the middle of the
word.

2. Do again with another sound. (NOTE: This is more difficult for
small students. It might be better to wait until later to do this.)

Identify the word that
is different

(Everyone together).

Say four words, three of which are the same and one different.
Students identify and say the word that is different.

Make rhymes (Everyone together).

1. Help the students to think of as many pairs of rhyming words as
possible.

2. Then start a rhyme with the first word, students finish the rhyme with
the second word. (Example in English: rhyming words are “dog” and
“log”.

Teacher: “The boy chased the dog.”

Student: “But he fell over a log.”

Match cards (Teams).

Give each team a set of cards. Each set is composed of 1 pair of cards for
EACH LETTER in the alphabet. (EXAMPLE: 2 cards with A a; 2 cards with
B b).

Students in each team take turns finding matching letters.

Match picture cards (Teams).

1 Give each team a set of 20 pairs of cards, (40 total) each pair with the
same picture

EXAMPLE: 2 cards with a picture of a tree; 2 cards with a picture of a
dog; 2 cards with a picture of a pumpkin, etc.)

2. Mix the cards up and lay them on the table or floor. Students on each
team take turns finding matching pictures.

Match shapes (Teams).

1. Prepare a set of cards for each team. Each set is composed of 20 pairs
of cards, (40 total) each pair with the same shape. (EXAMPLE: 2 cards
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with circles, 2 cards with squares, 2 cards with stars, 2 cards with
diamonds).

2. Mix the cards up and lay them on the table or floor. Students in each
team take turns finding matching shapes.

Name cards (Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Make 2 name cards for each student.

Name cards Activity #1. Give each student their name card. Hold up a
card and ask the students who has the matching card to come and
match their card with the one you are holding. Do this with all the
students

Name cards Activity #2. Put all the students’ name cards on the floor
(or table). Students find the card that matches theirs. They keep one
and give the other to you

Name cards Activity #3. As students line up to go outside, hold up a
name card and say, “This person can go first.” When the student reads
her/his name card, they can leave. Do this with all the students’ name
cards

Say names of letters (Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Have an alphabet chart for the L1, with pictures for each
letter.

1. Show the students the alphabet-picture chart. Explain that these letters
are used to write their language.

2. Point to the first letter and say the name of the letter. Students repeat
the name. Do this 3 times.

3. Ask students to look around the room to see if they see that letter
anywhere else.

4. Do this for one more letter—teaching 2 letters a day.

5. Every day, review the letters the students have already learned by
pointing to the letters as say them. Then introduce the next letter on
the chart.

IMPORTANT: Do not teach the SOUND of the letter, only teach the
NAME. Later, when the students begin learning to read, you will teach
the sound of each letter.

Sing Alphabet Song (Everyone together).

Before class: Make up a melody that can be used to “sing” the letters of the
L1 alphabet.

Teach the Alphabet Song to the students, pointing to the letters on the
alphabet chart as you sing and as they sing with you. If possible,
provide an alphabet chart to each student or partners and tell them to
point to the letters as they sing them.

Sort items on a page
(Pre-reading activity
book)

(Individual students).

Have pre-reading workbook for finding “sames and differences” (pictures
of familiar objects then designs, then individual letters, then syllables,
then words).
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Sort objects by
category

(Teams).

BEFORE CLASS: Have sets of 20-30 objects from around the community—
one set for each team. Each set should have groups of 4-5 things that are
the same.

1. Students divide into teams. Give each team an assortment.

2. Each team sorts their objects according to direction:

Sort by category. EX: all stones together; all seeds together; all sticks
together; all bottle caps together

Sort by size. EX: all the big stones, seeds, leaves in one group; all the
small stones, seeds, leaves in another group.

Sort by shape. Give students assortment of objects (leaves, flower
petals) of different shapes. Students sort by shape

Arrange by length. Give students an assortment of small sticks of
different lengths. They sort the sticks by length, from shortest to
longest or longest to shortest.

Sort themselves (Everyone together).

1. Tell students to arrange themselves in a line from tallest to shortest (be
sure you do not help them).

2. Ask them to tell you how they decided who goes where.

3. Then tell students to line up from shortest to tallest. Ask them to say
how they made their decisions.

4. Then tell them to line up from short to tallest and back to short
(shortest students on each end, tallest student in the middle). Let them
talk about how they decided.

Think of rhyming
words

(Everyone together).

1. Tell the students 2-3 words that rhyme. (Ex: sad, bad).

2. Tell the students to think of additional rhyming words (ex: mad, dad,
glad, fad, had, lad, pad).

Think of words that
start with the same
sound

(Everyone together).

1. Say a word that starts with a common letter. Students say the
beginning sound.

2. Ask the students to think of other words that start with that sound.
Students say as many words as they can think of.

Whisper a message (Everyone together or teams).

1. Students in the class stand in a line. Whisper a message to the first
student. That student whispers that message, using the same words, to
the next student and on down the line. The last student says the
message out loud.

2. Teams: Divide the class into two teams. T whispers a different
message to the first student in each team. Last student on each team
whispers the message back to the teacher. Team that says their
sentence most accurately wins the game
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Pre-writing: Focus on meaning

3-part picture story ( Individual students)

1. Tell students to think of story that they can tell in 3 pictures.

2. Tell them to draw the three pictures: one that shows the beginning of
their story, one that shows the middle of their story and one that shows
the end of the story. (Example: 1. picture of a boy shooting an arrow at
a tree. 2. picture of the arrow hitting a wasp’s nest, and 3. picture of the
boy running away from the wasps.)

3. In teams, they use their pictures to tell their story.

(Teams)

1 .Each student draws a picture that is part of a sequence. They stand in
line to show the story from their picture sequence.

2. Other students look at the pictures and guess the story. The team
corrects the story as necessary.

Learn about pencils (Individual students).

Give each student a pencil. Demonstrate the way to hold a pencil.
Students practice using the pencil to draw a picture on paper.

Walk around the room to help, as needed.

Picture on the ground (Teams)

1. Take the students to an open place outside. They divide into teams.

2. Tell each team to use sticks to create a picture on the ground. They can
use other objects (leaves, stones, shells sticks) to make their picture
nice.

3. When they are finished, all the teams walk around and look at the
pictures while the artists explain their work. Encourage students to ask
questions about each others’ pictures.

Pictures on paper (Individual students)

1. Ask the students questions that encourage them to talk about a special
event that has taken place recently.

2. Tell them to draw a picture about the event. Encourage them to put
whatever they want to in their picture story.

3. When they finish their stories, they explain and / or tell the story in
their picture stories to a partner, team or whole class. Praise them for
their creativity.

Event or activity. Students draw a picture about an event or activity.
They share their picture with others and use it to talk about the event
or activity.

Favorite things. Students draw a picture of their favorite animal or
food, or game, or person. They share their picture with others and
describe the food, game, animal or person.

Important parts of a story. Students listen to you read a story. Ask
them questions about the story to stimulate their creativity. Then they
draw a picture that shows the part of the story that they think is most
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important. They share their picture with others and show how it
relates to the story.

Field trip or other group experience. Take students on a field trip
outside the classroom, especially relating to some special event or
activity (ex: house building). Back in the classroom students talk about
what they saw, explaining what they know, and asking questions. They
draw a picture of something they saw on the field trip and tell the story
of their picture to the class.

Write a story
(emergent writing)

(Individual students, partners, teams)

Students create a story in their mind and then transfer it into written form--
in pictures and (when ready), in words.

1. Tell the students a general topic (usually related to the weekly theme.

2. Encourage them to create their own story about that topic. They should
start with a picture and then write their story in whatever way they can
(called “emergent” writing). Emphasize that they should not worry
about writing each letter correctly…but that you want them to be free
to express their own thoughts and ideas freely and creatively.

3. When they finish, they can share their story with a partner or with
members of their team.

4. At least once a week, put the students’ stories on the wall and
encourage them to look at each other’s stories.

5. Praise them for their work.

Pre-writing: Focus on accuracy

Copy, say and find
letters

1. Point to a letter on the Alphabet Chart and tell students the NAME of
the letter.

2. Students say the name of the letter after you. Do this 3 times.

3. Students look for the letter wherever it is written around the room.
When one student sees the letter, she points to it and says its name.

4. Write the letter (large) on the chalkboard. Point to the letter and say
it’s name; students repeat.

5. Students write that letter 5 times on their paper.

Draw letters in the air,
hand, paper

(Individual students)

1. Show the students how to write the new letter in the air.

2. Students follow by drawing the same symbol in the air. Repeat.

3. Make 2 rows of the symbols on the CB. Students practice writing the
letter on their hand and then on their slates. Go around and check for
accuracy; correct as necessary.

Identify the same
letters

(Individual students or partners)

1. On the chalkboard, write a row of 5 letters. Make 2 letters the SAME. All
the others are different. EX: b s t e s

2. Tell the students to write those letters on their paper. Then tell them to
make a BOX around the 2 that are the same.

b s t e s
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3. Go around the room to check that the students understand the activity.
Check that they are circling the correct letter.

4. Then erase those letters and do another row that focuses on another
letter.

5. Do this as many times as possible so the students get plenty of practice
writing the letters and identifying those that are the same.

Identify different letters (Individual students or partners)

1. On the chalkboard, write a row of 5 letters. Make all of them the same
except for one that is DIFFERENT. EX: e e e w e

2. Tell the students to write those letters on their paper. Then tell them
to draw a CIRCLE or BOX around the letter that is DIFFERENT.

e e e e

3. Go around the room to check that the students understand the
activity. Check that they are circling the correct letter.

4. Then erase those letters and do another row that focuses on another
letter.

5. Do this as many times as possible so the students get plenty of practice
writing the letters and identifying those that are the same.

Identify rhyming words (Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Make a list of L1 words that rhyme (last part sounds the
same). Examples in English: hat, bat, rat, sat.

1. Tell the students to listen as you say some words. Say 4-5 L1 words
that rhyme. Then ask, “What did you notice about the words?” Let
them tell you what they noticed.

2. If they do NOT tell you about the rhymes, say the words again,
emphasizing the rhyming part. Then ask the students again. Make sure
they understand what “rhyming words” are.

3. Do 3-4 more sets of rhyming words. Let them tell you the words that
rhyme.

4. Then let students think of rhyming words. Tell them to raise their
hands when they think of rhyming words and you will call on them.
Encourage them to try rhyming words. If they have trouble you can
help them.

Identify sounds:
beginning of words

Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Make a list of words that begin with the same sound.
Think of many lists as possible. Here are some examples in English

b ball, boy, boat, banana, basket

d drum, dog, duck, donkey, date

f frog, fox, fun, family, famous

g gun, goat, ground, game, grandmother

1. Say 3-4 words that begin with the same sound. Be sure the beginning
sound is obvious and clear. (EXAMPLES: pat, puddle, puppy, pretty).
Students close their eyes and listen. Then they say the beginning sound.

2. Students think of other words that begin with that sound. They say as

w
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many words as they can think of. Do again with another sound.

Practice writing name (Individual students)

BEFORE CLASS: Make sure that each student has an exercise book and
pencil

1. Tell the students to take out their exercise books and pencils.

2. Remind the students that last year they learned to write their own
names.

3. Tell them to practice writing their own names very neatly.

4. Everyone write their name at least 10 times.

Make lines, circles
and letters in the air,
on hand, on paper

(Individual students).

1. Tell the students to watch as you form a letter in the air with your finger
so they can do the same.

2. Turn your back to the students and make straight lines by holding your
hand in the air and making a long line vertical line; students do the
same.

3. Then turn to face the students and with one hand, show them how to
draw a vertical line on the palm of your other hand. They do the same.

4. Then draw a vertical line on the chalkboard; students draw a line on
their paper.

5. Then draw 10 vertical lines on the chalkboard; students do the same.

6. Next time, do circles, then alternate lines and circles. Increase the
difficulty of the patterns as students gain confidence in writing. Then
do the same with the letters of the alphabet.

Match capital and
lower-case letters

(Everyone together)

1. Write all the capital and small letters in the L1 alphabet on the
chalkboard. Do not put capital and small letters together but scatter
them all over the chalkboard

2. Ask, “Who can tell me the first letter of our alphabet?” Let them tell
you. Then ask for volunteers to find that capital and small letter on the
chalkboard. When someone finds it, tell the students to write the
letters in their exercise books.

3. Do the same for the next letter, then for all the remaining letters of the
L1 alphabet.

Sing loud and soft (Everyone together).

1. Sing a single sound (aaaaa) and tell the students to sing it with you.

2. Tell them to watch your hands and follow your directions. When you
raise hands, students sing loudly; when your hands are mid-height,
students sing in mid-range; when you lower hands, students sing softly;.

3. Use your hands to direct the students to sing loud, soft, mid, soft, loud,
etc.

4. Then change the sound (oooooo) and do the same thing again.

5. Do this activity to prepare students to distinguish between the sounds
made by different letters.
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INTRODUCE READING IN L12

Introduce reading: Focus on meaning

Creative Writing (Individual students)

1. Encourage students to think about a topic relating to the weekly theme.

2. Tell each student to write a story and draw a picture about the topic.

3. Students share their story with a partner or in small groups, or
volunteers can read their story to the class. (Choose different
volunteers each time so everyone gets a change to read). In a large
class you can divide the students into teams and they read their stories
to team members.

IMPORTANT: Remember that this is Meaning Time. Do not worry about
mistakes in vocabulary, spelling or handwriting—that is the emphasis in
Alphabet TIme. In Story Time the emphasis should be on encouraging
the students to be creative as they put their own ideas into words and
pictures.

Experience Story (Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS. Plan an activity that is related to this week’s theme.
EXAMPLES: If the weekly theme is “Food”, bring some food to class and let
them each have a bit. If the theme is “Cutting palm”, take them to watch
someone cutting palm.

1. Do the activity (the “experience”) together.

 Make sure that all the students are actively involved in the activity.

 When they finish, encourage the students to talk about what
happened while you listen.

2. Students make up a story about their experience.

 Once the students have talked about their experience, tell them,
“Now you can make up your own story about this experience.

3. Write the story as the students dictate it to you.

 Give the students a few minutes to talk together about what they
want to put into their story.

 Ask them to think about what they want to say first.

 When a student tells you a sentence, repeat the sentence and ask
the class “Is that what you want to say?” If they agree, write the
sentence just as they said it to you.

 After you write the sentence, read it to the students. Ask, “Is that
what you want to say?” If they want to change the sentence, let
them change it so they are satisfied.

 Then ask, “What would you like to say next?” Again, write just what
they tell you. (You may need to encourage the students to keep

2 Activities in the “Introduction to reading” section (meaning and accuracy) are taken from the “Two
Track Method Teacher’s Guide” which is adapted from the Multi-Strategy Method for introducing L1
literacy developed by Mary Stringer. See Stringer, Mary & Nicholas Faraclas. 2001. Working
Together for Literacy, Second Edition (2001) Kangaroo Ground, Australia: SIL Australia.
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their sentences short.)

 Do the entire story like that (try to keep it to about 5-6 short
sentences).

4. Read the story to the students.

 Read the entire story to the students. Ask them if they want to
make any changes to their story. Write the changes they tell you to
make. Then read it again to the students.

5. Students give their story a title.

 Ask, “What title do you want to give your story?” Let them discuss
this.

 Write the title just as they say it.

6. Read the entire story again, using Steps 2-5 of the READING PLAN

7. If you have poster paper, you can put the story onto the paper and put it
on the wall. If you do not have paper, put the story into a special
“Experience Story Exercise Book” and make a note that this story was
created by the K2 students on ___ (date). At the end of the year, you
can make a book out of all the Experience Stories from that year.

Library Time (Individual students, partners)

1. Put Stage 1 reading books on a table or mat in the middle of the room.
Encourage students to choose one of the stories and read it quietly,
alone or with a partner.

2. When they have begun reading, choose one student to sit with you
while the others are reading, and ask the student to read a page or two
of the story to you (using the pictures and text). Do this with 1-2
students.

Listening Story (Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Select a Listening Story that relates to this week’s theme.
Practice reading the entire story several times so you can read it fluently
and confidently. Mark 2-3 places in the story where you can stop and ask
the students to tell you what they think will happen next.

1. Tell the students about the theme for this week. Ask several questions
to encourage them to talk about the THEME.

2. Tell the students that you are going to read them a story.

3. Read the Listening Story to the students. Read in a lively way so the
story is interesting to the students

4. Stop 2-3 times as you are reading to ask them, “What do you think will
happen next?” Let several students answer and then say, “OK, let’s
read some more to see what happens.”

5. At the end of the story you can do one of these activities

 Students re-tell the story

 Ask the students HOW & WHY questions

 Students tell the story in actions (drama) as you read it again.

 Ask students IMAGINATION questions (EX: “What would YOU do if
you were the girl or the boy in this story?”)
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REVIEW Experience
Story

(Everyone together, individual students)

BEFORE CLASS: Select one of the Experience Story posters from this week. (If
you do not have poster, take a story from your “Experience Story Exercise
Book” and write it on the chalkboard).

1. Ask the students if they remember the two Experiences Stories that they
created this week. Let volunteers re-tell both stories.

2. Read the Experience Story that you selected WITH the students. Then let
several students read the story together and then alone.

Shared Reading
Story: Big Book

(Everyone together, individual students)

BEFORE CLASS: Get out the Shared Reading Story (Big Book, Poster Story,
Story on the chalkboard) for this lesson. Practice reading through the story
several times so you can read it fluently.

1. Introduce the Shared Reading Story

 Introduce the story topic: Ask students about people and events
from their own lives that are related to the story. Encourage the
students to think about and talk about the topic of the story.

 Then say, “Now let’s read the story.” Have a long stick ready to
move under the words as you read.

2. Read the story

 Read the title of the story. Ask 1-2 students to tell what they think
the story will be about.

 Show the students the picture on the first page of the story. Let
them tell you what they see. Read the text for that page, moving
the pointer smoothly under the text as you read.

 Do the same for each page, Let the students look at the picture and
say what they see. Then read the text.

 When you finish the story, ask the students some questions, like
these: What happened in the story?” Why do you think that
happened? What part of the story did you like best? Why did you
like that part best?”

 Read the whole story again, TO and then WITH the students (Step 1
& Step 2 of the READING PLAN).

 Ask for a volunteer to read a page with you. Then ask another
volunteer to read WITH you. (Step 3 of the READING PLAN.)

 Ask for a volunteer to read one page or one sentence ALONE (Step 4
of the READING PLAN.) If no one is ready to read by themselves,
that is okay. Do not force anyone to read if they are not ready.

 Read the story again WITH all the students (Step 5 of the READING
PLAN. Be sure that everyone reads WITH you. Do NOT let them wait
until you are finished and then repeat. If they do that, stop reading
and tell them to read WITH you.

3. Ask the students questions that encourage them to think and talk about
the story

 Ask “how and why” questions that encourage the students to think
more deeply about the story
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 Ask “what would you do if....” questions that encourage the students
to use their imagination to change the story

Shared Reading
Story: Review Big
Book

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS:

1) Take out the 2 Shared Reading Stories from this week.

2) Select 3 or 4 words from one of the stories to use for the Matching Word
activity. Write each word on a piece of paper the same size as the words in
the story;

3) Select 2 or 3 short sentences from other story that you will use for the
Hide-A-Word activity.

NOTE: If you are using small books for Shared Reading, you will need to use
the chalkboard for these activities.

1. Review the Shared Reading Stories from this week

 Ask students to re-tell the Shared Reading stories from this week.

 Ask the students which of the stories they would like to read with
you.

 Read that story following the READING PLAN

2. Do the Matching Word activity with one of the stories

 Select the Matching Word cards that you prepared for the Shared
Reading Story (see point 2 in the “BEFORE CLASS” box above).

 Give the Matching Word cards to several volunteers. They come to
the chalkboard, one at a time, and put their card under the word in
the story that is the same as the word on their card. If they match
the words correctly, read the word WITH them and praise them.
Help them if they have trouble. Do this with each Matching Word
card.

3. Do the Hide-a-Word activity with the other story

 Find the first sentence you chose for the Hide-A-Word activity.
Read that sentence with the students.

 Hold a small piece of paper over one of the important words in that
sentence.

 Read the whole sentence again with the students, including the
word that is covered.

 Ask the students, “Which of the words in that sentence did I cover?”

 If they say the correct word, uncover the word and show them that
they were correct. Then read the sentence again.

 If they say the wrong word, point to the word they said and show
them that this is NOT the word that is covered. Read the sentence
again, using the pointer to show them the words they are reading.
Let them try again to say the word.

 Do this with the other two “Hide-A-Word” sentences.

Shared Reading
Story: Small Book

(Individual students or partners)

BEFORE CLASS: Get out the small books that you will use for Shared Reading
for this lesson. Practice reading the story several times so you can read it
fluently.
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1. Introduce the Shared Reading Story

 Give a small reading book to each 1 student (or 2 students).

 Introduce the story topic. Ask questions that encourage the students
to think about the topic of the story. Then say, “Now let’s read the
story.”

2. Read the story

 Tell the students to open their books to the first page (title page).

 Tell them that you will point to the words in your book as you read.
They should follow along by pointing to the words in their books.
(Then be sure that you hold your book in front of you so the students
can see clearly where you are pointing.)

 Read the title of the story. Ask 1-2 students to tell what they think the
story will be about.

 Point to the picture on the first page of the story in your book and tell
the students to point to that picture in their books. Let them tell you
what they see in the picture. Then read the text for that page, moving
your finger smoothly under the sentence as you read.

 Do the same for each page, Let the students look at the picture for
that page and say what they see. Then read the text.

 Read the whole story again, WITH the students (Step 2 of the
READING PLAN).

 Ask for a 1-2 volunteers to read 1 or 2 sentences WITH you. (Step 3
of the READING PLAN.)

 Ask for a volunteer to read 1 or 2 pages alone (Step 4 of the READING
PLAN.) If no one is ready to read by themselves, that is okay. Do not
force anyone to read if they are not ready.

 Read the story again WITH the students (Step 5 of the READING
PLAN.) Be sure that everyone reads WITH you. Do NOT let them wait
until you are finished and then repeat. If they do that, stop reading
and tell them to read with you.

3. Ask the students questions that encourage them to think about the story

 Ask “who, what, when, where” questions about the people in the
story

 Ask “how and why” questions that encourage the students to think
more deeply about the story

 Ask “what would you do if....” questions that encourage the
students to use their imagination to change the story

4. Ask questions that encourage the students to use higher level thinking
about the story

 What was the most important part of the story?

 Why do you think…? Ask about something that happened or ask
about something that a person in the story did.

 What did you like about this story? What didn’t you like?

 How would you change the story?
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Analyze stories (for
Grade 2-3)

(Individual students, partners) Give the students a Stage 2 story to read.
They write their answers to these questions about the story.

 What is the setting of the story? Where it takes place?)

 Who are the characters in the story (name, relationships,
description)?

 What happened at the beginning of the story?

 What happened in the middle of the story?

 What happened at the end of the story? Why do you think that
happened? Do you think that something else could have happened
instead? Explain why you think that.

 6) Did you like the story? Why or why not?

Introduce reading: Focus on accuracy

Picture & Key word (Everyone together, individual students)

BEFORE CLASS: Draw the picture and the Big Box for today on the
chalkboard. Leave space between the picture and the Big Box to write the
KEYWORD, the SYLLABLE BOX and the WORD BREAKING and WORD
MAKING activity. Also, leave space below the Big Box for the Sentence
Making and Sentence Breaking activity. The lesson should look like the
example on page

1. Introduce the picture and the keyword

 Introduce the picture. Point to the picture and say, “This is a picture
of a ____.”

 Introduce the key word: Point to the keyword and say, “This is the
way we write the word ____”

 Read the keyword with the students more 2-3 times.

2. If the keyword has 2 or more syllables, do the syllable activity

 Point to the key word and read it at normal speed,

 Point to each syllable as you read each syllable distinctly,

 Read each syllable again, clapping once for each syllable. DO this
again and have the students clap for each syllable with you.

3. Do the “Break-the-Word” activity

 Write the key word on the left side under the syllable box.

 Say, “Here is our new word for today.” Then read the keyword to
and then with the students.

 Then say, “Here is the part of the new word that says ___.” Write
that part of the word under the keyword so the new letters are in a
straight column. Read that part of the word to and then with the
students.

 Continue writing each smaller part of the word and reading it to and
with the students. (This may take only one step or it might take 3 or
4 steps, depending on the length of the key word.)

 When only the new letter is left, say, “Here is the part of the word
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with the new letter for today.” Write the new letter directly under
the one above. Read the new letter to and then with the students.

 Read the whole “Break-the-Word” column with the students.

4. Do the “Make-the-Word” activity

 Tell the students, “First we “broke” the new word down to the new
letter. Now we will start with the new letter and make the word
whole again. Let’s start with the new letter.”

 Write the new letter to the right of the “Break-the-Word” column
and read the new letter with the students.)

 Tell the students, “Let’s keep making our new word. Here is the part
of the new word that says ___.”

 Write the part of the word under the new letter so the new letters
are in a straight column. Then read that part of the word with the
students.

 Follow that pattern, using as many steps as you did with the “Break-
the-Word” activity. Finally, write the entire word so the new letters
are in a straight column and read the word with the students.

5. Read the entire key word lesson using Steps 2-5 of the Reading Plan.

di wai

diwai d
di di
d diwai

Big Box & Word Chart (Everyone together, individual students)

BEFORE CLASS: As above, put the Big Box on the chalkboard before the
lesson begins. The Big Box should look exactly the same as it looks in the
primer.

1. Students read the letters or syllables in the Big Box.

NOTE: If the students have trouble reading the Big Box without your help,
you can read WITH them and then they read TO you. However, first
encourage them to read without you.

 Tell the students to read the syllables or letters in the Big Box as you
point to them, first from left-to-right and then from top-to-bottom.

 Then point to different syllables or letters randomly and students
read each one. If they make a mistake, stop and help them read the
part correctly.

2. Students find the new key word in the Big Box

 Ask a volunteer to find the syllables or letters in the Big Box that
make the new key word.

 Ask the class if the student pointed to the correct syllables or letters.
If they say yes, write the word on the chalkboard and read it WITH
the students. If it is not correct, ask another student to point to the
parts of the key word. Write the word correctly on the chalkboard

D, d

Keyword lesson
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and read it with the students.

3. Students find other words in the Big Box

 Students find the parts of other words in the Big Box. These can be
words they already learned or new words.

 Read the words with the students as they identify them. Ask the
class if the word is correct. If so, write it on the chalkboard under the
first word and read it with the students. If not, another student
points to the syllables or letters to make the word.

 Write all the words on the chalkboard.

4. Read all the Big Box words with the students

Break-the-Sentence
and
Make-the-Sentence
activity

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Find the Break-the-Sentence and Make-the-Sentence
Activity for this lesson in the Language Learning Book. The lesson you write
on the chalkboard should look just like the lesson in the book.

1. Do the “Break-the-Sentence Activity (It should look just like the lesson
in the Language Learning Book.)

 Write the whole sentence, to the left under the Big Box.

 Use the pointer as you read the sentence WITH the students.
(REMEMBER to move the pointer smoothly under the sentence as
you read it.)

 Write part of the sentence with today’s new word. Make sure that
the new word is directly under the new word above. Use the
pointer as you read that part of the sentence WITH the students.

 Write the next smaller part of the sentence. Use the pointer as you
read that part of the sentence WITH the students.

 Write today’s new word by itself so it is directly under the new
words in the rows above.

 Use the pointer to point to the word as you read it WITH the
students.

3. Do the “Make-the-Sentence” Activity. (It should look just like the lesson
in the Language Learning Book.)

 Tell the students that now you will show them how to build the
sentence again.

 Write today’s new word to the RIGHT under the Big Box.

 Point to the word as you read it WITH the students.

 Write the next biggest part of the sentence so that the Sentence
Making Word is just under the same word above.

 Use the pointer as you read that part of the sentence WITH the
students.

 Now write the entire sentence so that the Sentence Making Word is
just under the same word above.

 Use the pointer as you read the sentence WITH the students.

3. Read the Break-the-Sentence and Make-the-Sentence columns following
steps 2-5 of the Reading Plan
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Handwriting and
Spelling

(Individual students)

Handwriting

1. Students practice writing the new letter.

 Tell the students that you want them to write the new letter ___ (say
the name of the letter.)

 With your back to the students, tell them to watch your finger as you
“write” the new letter in the air. Make sure you make the letter very
large so they can see how you make it. Have them practice writing the
letter in the air with you 3-4 times.

 Then show them how to write the letter on their partner’s back.

 Then show them how to use their finger to write the letter on the palm
of their other hand. Have them do this with you 3-4 times.

 Write the new letter on the chalkboard. Write slowly and make the
letter large so everyone can see it. Write it 3 times like that.

 Students practice writing the letter 10 times.

 Go around the room and help anyone that is having trouble forming
the letter.

2. Students practice writing the new key word.

 Write the new key word in large letters on the chalkboard. Write it 3-4
times so everyone can see clearly how you write it.

 Students write the new key word 10 times.

 Walk around the room and help students as needed.

3. Students practice spelling

 Dictate the key word from today’s lesson. Students write the word

 Dictate the key word from the last lesson. Students write the

 Dictate 2-5 key words from earlier lessons, slowly, one by one.
Students write each word.

 Walk around the room as they write to encourage them and help
them.

 Write the spelling words correctly on the chalkboard. Students check
their work and correct any mistakes.

Build confidence in reading: Focus on meaning and accuracy

Cloze activities (Individuals or partners)

Cloze texts are specially prepared reading passages that have certain words
taken out and replaced by underlined blank spaces. Each space indicates a
missing word. Students use the context provided by the passage to fill in the
missing words.

BEFORE CLASS: Create the text:

Choose a familiar story that is about 10 sentences long. The text should
provide a lot of clues and supporting information to help the students
identify the missing words. Make sure that the text is at an appropriate
reading level for the students
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Leave all the words in the first 2-3 sentences to help the students get a
good idea of what the story is about.

Delete one or (at the most) two meaningful words (nouns and verbs, some
important adjectives) in each of the rest of the sentences. Important:
Delete only the most important and meaningful words so that the students
are able to identify the missing words from the context.

Put the missing words in random order at the bottom of the page.
Students will choose from those words when they fill in the blanks.

Students (alone or with a partner) read the text and use the list of words at
the bottom of the page to in the blank places...

Variations

“You can choose whether to delete words ... randomly or selectively.
Selective deletions have ... greater instructional effect than random
deletions” (Jongsma, 1980:22)

Selective deletions. Select certain categories of words to delete.

Random deletions. Delete words at regular intervals, such as every 5th
or 7th word, regardless of what kind of words they are.

Example of selective deletions: nouns

Manea liked to go with her father to the forest to cut firewood. Manea’s
father carried his ___ to cut the firewood. As they came close to the ___
they could see the tall ___. They also could see ___ flying from branch to
branch. While her father cut the ____ Manea picked pretty ___ to take
to her mother.

flowers axe birds trees firewood forest

Example—leaving out pronouns.

Manea liked to go with her father when ___went to the forest to cut
firewood. Manea’s father carried ___ axe to cut the firewood. As ___
came close to the forest they could see the tall trees. They also could see
birds flying from branch

to branch. While her father cut the firewood, Manea picked pretty
flowers to take to __ mother.

he his they her

Find the hidden
syllable

1. Write a syllable in large letters on the chalkboard. Let them read it to
you (help them if necessary.).

2. On the chalkboard write a row of letters or syllables. In two or three
different places, put in the new letter or syllable or word.

3. Students find the syllable.

Example using the syllable ma. tadkslalaormaplsekatimalesodemada

Find the letter in
words

(Everyone together).

1. Write the keyword with the new letter on the chalkboard so everyone
can see it. Read the word with the students several times.

2. Write 10-12 other words in different places on the board. Make sure
that the new letter is in at least 6-8 of the words. Put the new letter at
the beginning of 3 words, in the middle of 2-3 words and at the end of
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2-3 words.

3. Ask a student to come to the chalkboard and point to the new letter at
the beginning of words; another points to the new letter in the middle
of words, and a third points out the new letter at the end of words.

4. Other students check for accuracy and correct mistakes.

Find the hidden letter
or syllable

(Everyone together)

1. Write a new letter, syllable, or keyword in large letters on the
chalkboard. Read it with the students.

2. On the chalkboard or on a large piece of paper, write a row of letters or
syllables. In two or three different places, put in the new letter or
syllable or word.

3. Volunteers use the pointer to point out the new letter, syllable or word
every time they see it. Example: New syllable “ma”.

tadkslalaormaplsekatimalesodemada

Literacy Bingo (Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS: Prepare these things for this lesson:

(1) A set of small cards or pieces of paper with a different word, syllable,
letter, or number written on each.

(2) Large player cards on which some of the words, syllables, letters, or
numbers from the small cards are written in small squares. Make sure
that the words, syllables, letters, or numbers should be arranged
differently on each of the cards.
(3) Game markers, such as beans, large seeds, stones or wood chips

1. Give each player a large player card and enough game markers to cover
the squares on the card.

2. Have the leader take the small cards and call out, one at a time, the
word, syllable, letter, or number that is written on each small card.

3. Have the players find the square that matches what the leader has
called out and cover that square with a game marker.

IMPORTANT: Remind them that everyone may not have everything
called on their card. Each card is different.

4. Have them call out “Bingo” as soon as they have covered all the squares
on their own card.

5. The first player to cover all the squares and call out ”Bingo” is the
winner.

Tip: For extra practice, have the winner, or each player, read or identify
each of the squares they have covered.

Alternative

1. Give each player a set of the small cards so that they can cover the
square that matches what has been called out with the small card that
matches.

Make a crossword
puzzle on the board

(Everyone together)

1. Write a familiar word in large letters across the middle of the
chalkboard. Students read the word together as you point to it.

2. Ask the students to choose one of the letters from that word and think
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of a word that starts with that letter.

3. Write that word in, so that it "shares" the letter with the word that was
there first.

4. Now ask the students to choose one of the letters from the second
word and think of a word that shares that letter. Write this third word
so that it shares the letter with the second word.

5. Keep doing this with about 6-8 new words. When you are finished, ask
different students to come to the chalkboard and point out the
different words they have made.

Make words from letter
cards

(Everyone together or teams)

BEFORE CLASS: Cut paper or heavy cardboard into about 100 square
pieces, all about 4 cm x 4 cm. Carefully print a different letter on each card.
Make sure to use only those letters that the students have learned. Make
about 8 cards with the most common letters and about 4 cards of each of
the rest of the letters in the alphabet.

1. Mix the cards up and lay them on the floor or the table so that all the
letters are visible.

2. Choose one of the letters. Read the sound of the letter with the
learners. Then ask them to think of a word that starts with that sound.
When they have thought of a word, say that word slowly and distinctly.

3. Ask the students to help you find the next letter in that word. Let them
put the second letter next to the first letter.

4. Keep doing this until the entire word is written. Now have learners take
turns to make their own words.

Make words with
new letters

(Individual students)

1. Write the new letter on the chalkboard. Say it several times with the
students.

2. Ask them to think of some words that start with this letter. As they call
out words, write them on the chalkboard in a straight column, so the
new letter is always directly under the one above it.

3. Next, ask the students to think of some words with the letter in the
middle of the word. As they call out words, write them under the first
set of words, again so that the new letter is directly under the same
letter above.

4. Finally, ask them to think of some words with the new letter at the end
of the word. Write these words under the first two sets, so that the
new sound remains under the others. Example (From Tok Pisin in
Papua New Guinea):

taim
tok
tin
tode

antap
hetman
hotim
hat

helt

bet
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(Be sure to go through this exercise yourself before you do it with the class
to think of some words for each set. Some letters are not used at the end [or
beginning] of any words in your language.)

Make words with
letters & syllables

(Everyone together)

BEFORE CLASS. Identify letters/symbols or syllables that are more difficult
for students to recognize correctly. Identify familiar words to help review
each of the letters or syllables you identified.

1. Draw a long vertical line on the chalkboard.

2. On the left side of the line, write one of letters or syllables. Read it to
and with the students.

3. On the other side of the line across from that sound, write the same
letter or syllable, only mix it in with about 5 or 6 other letters or
syllables. Do this with about 8 different letters or syllables.

4. Students come and point out the first letter or syllable on the left side
of the line and say the sound associated with that letter or syllable. The
student then points to the same letter or syllable on the other side of
the line and says it.

5. Students then think of words with the letter or syllable. Invite students
to write the words for each letter or syllable on the chalkboard as
students call them out. Encourage students to call out as many words as
they can think of for the first letter / syllable and let the ‘scribes’ write
all of them.

6. GO through the first group of words for the first letter or syllable.
Students read the word as you point to it (helping them as needed.)
Ask, “Does this word have the new letter / syllable?” If yes, put a star by
it. If no, erase it.

7. Do the same for all the letters / syllables you put on the board.

Put letters together
to make words

(Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Think of one of the important words that the students have
learned. Write the letters used in that word in random places on the
chalkboard (not in order).

1. Tell the students to look at the letters on the chalkboard and try to
think the word they know that has those letters.

2. Volunteers come to the chalkboard and write the word correctly. OR
individual students write the correct word on their slates. (EX: In
English, if the keyword is mango, write the letters in different places:

ng a o m

Word Relay (2 teams).

1. Divide students into two teams. Write 6 to 8 words on the chalkboard.

2. One student from each team goes to the centre between the two
teams. The two students in the centre each hold a stick or ruler.

3. When you call out a word, the two students in the center run to the
chalkboard and point to that word. The first student to point to the
correct word scores a point for her team.

4. Repeat this activity several times with the same words or change the
words after each student has had a turn
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INTRODUCE WRITING IN L1

Introduce writing: Focus on meaning

Creative writing (Individual students).

1. Remind students about the weekly theme. Ask them questions to
encourage them to talk about their own experiences that relate to the
theme.

2. Then encourage them to write their own story about the theme. They
can write about their own experience or they can create a story from
their imagination. Make sure they understand that they should be free
to create their story in their own way—that you will not evaluate it for
“correctness”. This is the time for them to be as creative as they want
to be.

3. When they finish their stories, they can share them with a partner or
their team or individual student can share with the whole class.

4. At least once a week, put their stories on the wall or somewhere in the
room to ‘celebrate’ the many gifted writers in that class! Make sure
that each student’s name is on the paper, along with the date. If you
don’t have paper, the students can write their stories on their slates.

NOTE: Later, you can give students their stories to take home and show
their parents. If you have space, keep one story each month for each
student. Make sure the student’s name and the date are on the page. Keep
each student’s stories together. By the end of the school year you will have
a good record of the progress they have made in becoming creative writers.

Dictate poems,
riddles, songs

(Everyone together).

1. Students compose poems, riddles, and songs.

2. They dictate those to you and you write what they say on chalkboard. If
possible, have posters for poems, riddles and songs on the wall and add
to these as the students create them.

3. Later, students make their own book with poems, riddles and songs.

Picture with story (Individual students)

1. Students draw a picture and write a story (one word, a phrase, a
sentence or a paragraph) about their picture then tell others about it.

NOTE: Students can “write” stories even before they know how to make
letters. The purpose is to help them learn that they can communicate
their ideas in written form.

IMPORTANT: Do not correct spelling or handwriting in these stories.
Focus on building creative writers (you will focus on accuracy /
correctness in the other time.)

Introduce writing: Focus on accuracy

Spelling practice (Individual students).

1. Dictate a word that has letters that the students have already learned.
They write the word.
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2. Write the word correctly on the chalkboard. Students check their word
and correct it if necessary.

You can also dictate simple sentences. Read the sentence slowly as the
students write it. Then write the sentence correctly on the chalkboard and
students check their work and correct any mistakes.

Handwriting practice (Individual students)

1. Write a sentence on the chalkboard. students practice writing it 5-6
times in their exercise books. Check that each student’s work is
correctly written and neat.

Words from Shared
Reading

(Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Choose a word from a well-known Big Book story.

1. First read the page that contains the word with the students.

2. Next, read the sentence that contains the word, and write the sentence
on the chalkboard. Underline the word and read it with the students.

3. Then write the word by itself underneath that same word in the
sentence. If you want to focus on a particular letter, help the students
sound out the word with that letter.

4. Students practice saying the sound of the letter, then say the word.

5. They think of other words with the same letter/sound. Write the words
on the chalkboard as they dictate them to you.

6. Read the word, the sentence, and then the entire page with the
students.

Here is an example for the letter “r”
The boy saw a rabbit r

rabbit rab
rab rabbit
r The boy saw a rabbit

Wall charts (Everyone together).

1. Use wall charts to record attendance, classroom chores and for
identifying small groups and leaders. Use attendance chart to take roll
by pointing to names at random and asking if that student is present.
OR point to chart of small groups and group leaders, then point to one
of the groups without saying the name of the group or group leader.

2. Say, “This group can go to their place” or “This group can go out for
recess.” Students recognize their names and follow instructions.

Build fluency in writing: Focus on meaning and accuracy

“Conference” writing (Individual students or partners)

1. Students think about a story topic. Encourage them to think about
something from their own experience or from their imagination that is
related to the theme for the week. Encourage them to talk together
about what they will write about that topic.

2. They write their story—first try. This first try is to get their ideas into
written form. If they ask for help, you can help them with ideas but do
not help them write the story. Tell them not to worry about neatness
or spelling; just encourage them to be creative in their writing.
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3. They share their “first try” story with a partner or another pair.
Partners tell each other the things that they like about the story and
make suggestions or ask questions if the writing is not clear. They help
identify words that would be good to use and they help to correct
spelling.

4. The authors then use this input as they re-write their story. [NOTE: This
step can be repeated as often as they think is necessary, so they are
satisfied with what they wrote.]

5. When the author is ready (that is, she is satisfied with her story), you
can look over the story. Praise the students for the story and suggest
corrections for any mistakes in spelling or grammar.

6. Students divide into teams and read their completed stories to each
other

7. Students put several stories together in a small booklet or as a wall
chart. If they do not want to display their writing, that is okay. You can
encourage them to keep their story for themselves.

Create a crossword
puzzle

(Everyone together or teams)

1. Write a familiar word in large letters across the middle of the
chalkboard. Ask the students to choose one of the letters from that
word and think of another word with that letter.

2. Write the second word so that it "shares" the letter with the word that
was there first.

3. Now ask students to choose one of the letters from the second word
and think of a word that shares that letter. Write this third word so that
it shares the letter with the second word.

4. Keep doing this with about 6-8 new words. When you are finished, ask
different students to come up and point out the different words they
have made.

running
o
u rabbit
n a

dog l
leopard

i
s
h

Team stories (Teams).

1. Teams create a short story of several sentences. Each student on the
team writes one sentence of the story on their slate or exercise book.

2. Then they stand up together so their sentences are in the proper
sequence and read their story to the other C.

Write directions or
procedures

(Individual students or partners)

1. Name 4-5 different tasks that are familiar to the students (getting
water, buying rice at the market, feeding animals.) They choose one of
the tasks that is most interesting to them or that they know the best
and write the steps for doing that task (example, cooking rice.)

2. Students can do this as homework, checking with their parents that
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they are including all the steps.

3. They write the steps in their exercise books and read them to the class.
Then they compare the directions and identify the parts that were the
same and different.

Write letters (Individual students, partners, teams).

Students compose letters to someone outside the community. The
letter might be to someone they admire or it may be to a government
official to ask for help for the community.

Write reports (Partners or teams).

1. Invite people to the class to teach about something or demonstrate
something.

2. Students then write a report about what they learned.

Write songs, poetry,
riddles, wise sayings

(Individual students or partners).

1. Assign 1-2 students to learn a new song, poem, riddle or wise saying.

2. Next class period, the students sing their song, recite the poem or say
the riddle or wise saying.

3. The rest of the students learn to sing or say the song, poem, riddle or
wise saying and write it in their exercise book.
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INTRODUCE ORAL L2

Begin oral L2

TPR-Body [Hear, see,
do activities with the
whole body]

(Everyone together, later in teams or partners) In early TPR, the students
listen to short commands in L2, they observe someone doing the actions as
directed in the command and they do the action themselves. Assure them
that they do not need to talk in L2, only listen, observe and respond in
actions. Here is an example of the way to do early TPR-B:

1. You, with 1 or 2 volunteers sit on chairs in front of other students.

2. Say the first command, “Stand up!” and then you stand up. Say the
command, “Sit down!” and then you sit down. Do this 3 times.

3. Say the command, “Stand up!” This time you & the 2 volunteers stand
up. Then say the command “Sit down!” and you and the 2 volunteers
sit down. Do this three times.

4. Now motion to the rest of the students that they and the volunteers will
do the actions. Say the command, “Stand up!” and wait for the
volunteers and the students to stand. Then say the command, “Sit
down” and they sit down. Do this 3 times.

5. Add one additional command (Stand up…jump!...sit down), following
the same progression as above.

6. Gradually add 3 more commands (EX: walk, stop, turn around). Adding
one command to the series each time.

7. Then do a longer series of commands for practice. You say the
commands and all the students do them: “Stand up…jump…sit
down…stand up…jump…walk…stop…turn around…jump…walk…stop…
turn around…jump…sit down.”

8. To keep it interesting, change the order of the commands. You can ask if
1 or 2 students want to try to respond to the commands by themselves
and praise them when they do them all correctly.

Begin each TPR session by reviewing commands the students have already
learned and then introduce several new items. Soon you can teach up to 9
new commands each day.

IMPORTANT: Do not ask the students to speak, only respond. Later, when
they are ready, they can give the commands to each other.

TPR-Object [hear-see-
do activities using
objects]

(Everyone together then in teams and partners).

1. Students follow commands as described above, only using objects
(example: pick up the mango; put down the mango; pick up 2 bananas;
give me a banana; pick up the big stone; put down the big stone; show
me a leaf; show me 2 leaves, etc.)

2. You can use these commands to teach new verbs, nouns, adjectives,
numbers, etc. NOTE: Again, no talking at first. Later, when they are
ready, they can give commands to each other.

TPR-Picture (pointing) (Everyone together).

Students follow commands as described for TPR-Body, only now you
introduce vocabulary and grammar relating to pictures (so a bit more
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abstract).

1. Show students a picture of a familiar scene with a lot of people,
animals, activities, etc.

2. Point to something in the picture and say a short sentence about that
thing.

3. Point to something else in the picture and say a short sentence about it.

4. Then give the command to point to one of the things you talked about
(first you respond, then one of the helpers, then volunteers from the
Class )

EX: “The girl is getting water from the well. The woman is carrying
firewood. Point to the girl getting water from the well.”

TPR-Picture (drawing) (Everyone together , Individual students.)

Say a command to draw something. Demonstrate it yourself, then have
helper demonstrate, then ask a volunteer to come to the chalkboard
and draw as directed. EX: Draw a house…Draw a tree by house…Draw a
dog standing by the tree… Draw a bird on top of the tree

Build fluency in Oral L2 (After initial TPR)

Create an L2
Experience Story

(Everyone together).

1. Students talk about a shared experience in L1.

 Have an interesting topic in mind as you begin the class.

 Ask the students if they have had an experience relating to that
topic (Ex: being in a bad storm). Encourage several students to talk
about their experience.

2. They create a story about the experience in L1.

 Ask them if they would like to create a story (in the L1) about the
topic. Ask them, “What should our story be about?”

 Encourage them to talk among the topic for several minutes.

 Ask them what they want to say first (first sentence). Then ask
what comes next. Do this until the students have given you 4 or 5
sentences.

 When they are finished, ask if someone can remember the whole
story.

3. They re-tell the story in the L2.

 Now invite the students to tell the story again, in L2.

 When they agree on the first sentence, write it on the chalkboard.
Try to use the same L2 words they use (but use correct grammar).
In that way they can see that their words can be written.

 Do the same for all the sentences of the story.

 Ask them for a good title. Write it above the story and underline it.

4. Read the story together with the students.

Describe a picture,
action or event

(Everyone together).

1. Show a picture or let students to observe an action or event (related to
the weekly theme, if possible.)
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2. Ask short-answer questions about the picture (who, what, where.). You
can change tenses and have students use appropriate words to describe
the action earlier, now, later.)

3. When they are ready, students create their own 3-4 sentence story
about the picture. If it helps, they can create the story in L1 and
translate it together into L2.

Dialogue about a
picture

(Whole class; teams)

BEFORE CLASS: Draw the school, house, store and local water source on the
chalkboard.

 Draw your school at the top on the left side.

 Draw a house at the bottom on the left side.

 Draw a local store (or market) at the top on the right side.

 Draw the local water source (pump, well or river) at the bottom on
the right side.

Ask 4 volunteers to do a little skit (role play) with you. Demonstrate and then
teach them what to say, using the pictures.

Look at the pictures. Point to the school. Point to the house. Point to the
store. Point to the pump/well/water.

Student 1 turns to Student 2: Where are you going? Student 2 points to the
school: I am going to school.

Student 2 turns to Student 3: Where are you going? Student 3 points to the
water: I am going to get water.

Student 3 turns to Student 4: Where are you going? Student 4 points to the
house: I am going to my house.

Student 4 turns to Student 1: Where are you going? Student 1 points to the
store: I am going to the store.

Have the volunteers do this several times (they can change the places that
they use).

Students divide into teams of 6 and stand in a circle. Each student asks the
next one where they are going and the next student names one of the places
on the chalkboard (or another place if they know the English name). Then
they ask the next student where that student is going. Walk around and help
the teams as they practice.

Student #1 asks student #2.. Where are you going?
Student #2. I am going to
Student #2 asks student #3: Where are you going?
Student #3. I am going to ….
Student #3 asks Student #4: Where are you going?
Student #4: I am going to …
Student #4 asks Student #5: Where are you going?
Student #5: I am going to …
Student #5 asks Student #1: Where are you going?
Student #1: I am going to… …….

They keep going around like this until all the students have a chance to say
all 4 places. Go around the room to help them as needed.
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Dialogue: Greetings 2 PEOPLE TALK. MEETING ON THE ROAD. You and volunteers demonstrate
the way a teacher and student talk in English when they meet on the road.
First, demonstrate with one student (a girl).

Teacher: Hello, Ana! How are you?

Student: Hello, teacher! I am fine, thank you. How are you?

Teacher: I am fine, thank you. Where are you going?

Student: I am going to my house.

Teacher: Okay. Goodbye.

Student: Goodbye.

Demonstrate 2-3 times. Then ask the students if they have any questions
about the conversation.

Students divide into pairs. They take turns being the teacher and the
students. Change the name to a boy’s name when boys take the
student role. Walk around the room to listen and help as needed.

Draw and describe (Everyone together).

1. Tell the students a general topic related to the weekly theme.

2. Volunteers come to the chalkboard and draw picture of something
related to that topic and then explain/describe it.

Examples of topics: favorite food; favorite plants; favorite animals;
family members: mother, father, sister, grandfather, etc.)

Give directions (focus
on direction words)

(Teams).

1. Show the students how to use L2 to direct someone to a certain
location. [EX: Walk to the front of the room. Turn left and walk to the
door. Turn left and walk back to your place. Sit down.]

2. Let them practice with each other in teams. Encourage other team
members to help with the language, as necessary.

Listen and act out a
story (TPR Story)

(Everyone together, teams).

BEFORE CLASS: Create a short story (4-6 lines) in L2 that introduces several
new vocabulary terms. Introduce the new terms. (You can use TPR-B, TPR-0
or TPR-P to teach the new terms.)

1. Tell the story with lots of expression and actions.

2. After you finish, you can use L1 to check the students’ understanding of
the story.

3. Tell the story a second time as 2 (or more) helpers act it out.

4. Invite some volunteers to act out the story as you tell it a third time. Tell
the story a third time as take turns acting it out, repeating the story so
that other students get a turn to hear and respond to the story.

5. When they are ready, students re-tell the story and act it out.
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Listen and answer
questions about a
story

(Everyone together).

1. Tell or read a short story in the L2 (no more than 5-6 sentences) about a
familiar topic that uses vocabulary terms that the students have
learned. (If any new vocabulary terms, teach them first using a TPR-
type activity).

2. After you have finished the short story, ask simple questions about the
story. Encourage the students to use whole sentences when they respond.

Examples of questions:

3. T: Where did the girl go? C: She went to the river.

T: What was the man doing? C: He was washing the truck.

T: Where was he washing the truck? C: He was washing the truck in the
river.

3. If a student has trouble answering in L2, encourage them to use L1 and
then encourage other students to translate what they said into L2.

Comprehension questions. When you finish the story, ask Who, What,
Where, & When questions. EXAMPLES: “Who was in the story?”
(Students name the people in the story.) “Where did the story take
place?” (Students give their ideas about the general or specific place.)
“What did they do?” (C says the main action in the story, etc.

Description questions. When you finish the story, ask students to
describe the characters in the story—age, appearance, personality.
EXAMPLES: Where do you think this story took place? What village do
you think that girl came from? How old is she? What do you think about
the old man? Is he nice or is he mean?

Imagination questions. When you finish the story, ask questions that
encourage the students to use their imaginations. These are often
“What if…?” questions. EXAMPLE: “What would you do if this
happened to you?”

“Open” questions. When you finish the story, ask “open-ended” How
and Why questions. EXAMPLES: “Why do you thing she did that?” or
“How did he know that would happen?” They require the students to
give more lengthy replies, not just a word or two. You can also ask
evaluation questions: “Do you think the grandmother should have done
that? Why or why not?”

[Important: Always let other students do the translation. Help only if
none of the students know the vocabulary or grammar for what they
want to say.]

Listen and respond to
commands: Do a
series of actions

(Everyone together, teams, Individual students).

1. Ask for several volunteers to respond to a series of instructions relating
to familiar activities. Volunteers listen to all the instructions first and
then do as instructed. Example:

1) Go to the chalkboard
2) Pick up the eraser
3) Erase all the writing on the chalkboard
4) Put down the eraser
5) Go back to your seat.
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6) Sit down.
7) Thank you!

Praise the volunteers when they complete the series of actions correctly.

Naming Game (Teams).

1. Give each team a picture with a lot of familiar looking people doing
familiar activities.

2. Students take turns pointing to a person, object or action in the picture
and saying what it is in L2.

3. Go around the room to help anyone that are having trouble

Picture Cards (Teams).

BEFORE CLASS. Make a set of picture cards for each team. Each card has a
picture of a person doing some familiar activity (eating a banana, feeding
chickens, sitting in school).

1. Give each team a set of picture cards placed face-down in front of them.

2. Students in each team take turns drawing a picture card and describing
what they see. Other team members can help them if they forget a
word or phrase.

3. Walk around the room to encourage and help as necessary.

Questions about each
other

(Everyone together, teams, partners).

1. Ask different students questions about themselves—how old they are,
the names of their mother, father, sister, brother, etc., where they live,
their favorite food, etc. Use easy L2 so they can understand and
answer.

2. Then encourage the students, in pairs or teams) to ask each other
questions and answer them

Relay game: Answer
who, what, where,
and when questions

(Everyone together)

1. Tell or read a short L2 story.

2. Have the students stand in a circle. Throw a ball to one student and ask,
“Who was in the story?” (Student names the people in the story).

3. Throw the ball to another student and ask, “Where did the story take
place?” (That student says the general or specific place.)

4. Throw the ball to another student and ask, “What did they do?”
(Student says the main action in the story, etc).

5. Ask as many questions like this as possible, so students can answer in
short sentences. Do not correct them if they mispronounce a word.
Focus more on meaning and communication. If one student has
problems with the language, encourage others to help.

IN A LARGE CLASS, divide students into teams of 12 with a team leader. Ask
the questions and one or more students on each team answers.

Rhyming words (Everyone together).

Say an L2 word that has at least 2-3 rhyming words. Students call out L2
words that rhyme with your word. Example:

T: What words can you think of that rhyme with “rat”

C: pat, mat, sat, hat, fat
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Role play
conversation

(Everyone together, then teams or partners).

You and 2 helpers do a role play about a familiar activity that involves a
conversation among 2-3 people. At first the conversation should be short;
later it can be longer. Then students, in groups of 2 or 3, practice the
dialogue. Walk around the room to encourage and help as needed.
EXAMPLE:

Teacher: Hello, Ana! How are you today?

Student: Hello, teacher. I am fine, thank you. How are you?

Teacher: I am fine, thank you. What did you do yesterday?

Student: Yesterday I went to the market.

Teacher: Where are you going now?

Student: I am going to get water.

Teacher: Okay. Have a good day!

Student: Thank you. You too!

Story Relay (Everyone together).

1. Find or make a soft ball (you can use paper with tape or string).
Students stand in a circle with you in the middle. Explain that everyone
will help to create an L2 story.

2. Start the story by saying one sentence. Throw the ball to a student. That
student says the next sentence and then throws the ball back to you.

3. Throw the ball to another student who says the next sentence and then
throws the ball back to you.

4. Make sure that as many students as possible get a chance to say a
sentence.

Types of relay activities

 Sequence of actions involved in a process. Students take turns saying in
sequence the series of actions that are part of familiar activities.
Examples: growing rice for eating or building a village house.

 Stories that teach vocabulary and grammar. Ask the students to help
you think of a funny or especially interesting name for an imaginary girl
or boy (EX: Panchi Carranchi for a girl or Jemis MacFemis for a boy.)
Start the story by saying a sentence about something that Panchi
Carranchi or Jemis McFemis did, or wore, or ate, etc. Throw the ball to
a student who negates your sentence and makes up her own then
throws the ball back to you. Next student either negates the first
student’s sentence and makes up another statement or they follow the
student’s statement with the next part in a process (See examples
below.)3

If the student needs help thinking of vocabulary, you can take them
outside or use familiar pictures to review L2 vocabulary and grammar
that they have learned. Then encourage them to be creative in making
up L2 sentences.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Encourage the students to help each other think of

3 The ideas and many of the examples in this section are adapted from Ramiro Garcia. 2001.
Instructor’s Notebook: How to Apply TPR for Best Results. Los Gatos, CA: Sky Oaks Productions.
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words or correct mistakes, rather than you doing it for them.

Each relay story can focus on different types of vocabulary, for example:

 Place names: market, river, school, clinic, beach, mountain, etc.

 Objects in school: Jemis MacFemis saw… book, pencil, table, mat…

 Animals: cat, dog, cow, monkey, tiger, snake….

 Plant life: tree, flower, rice paddy, bamboo…

 Food: banana, carrots, mango, onions….

 Colours: a red flower, blue ball, yellow sun, green grass…

 Numbers: 1 elephant, 2 cows, 3 cats, 4 dogs…

 Family names: mother, father, uncle, brother, grandmother…

 Adjectives: fat, thin, tall, short, funny, sad…

Examples:

 Places; each student negates the last student’s statement.
Teacher: “Panchi Carranchi….went to the store.”
Student #1: “No, PC did not go to the store. PC went to the market!”
Student #2: “No, PC did not go to the market. PC went to the river.”

 Colors; each student follows the last student’s statement:
Teacher: “Jemis McFemis went outside. He saw the blue sky.”
Student #1: “After he saw the blue sky, he saw a red flower.”
Student #3: After he saw the red flower, he saw a white house.”

Talk about a picture (Everyone together or teams).

Show the students a Big Picture of a familiar scene. Encourage them to
take turns saying what they see in the picture.

Translate a story (Teams)

1. Provide activities in which students translate from L1 to L2.
Possibilities:

 Tell a short, easy story in L1 and then teams work together to
translate the story into L2.

 Teams create their own L1 story and then translate it into L2.

 Students read or listen to an L1 story and translate it into L2.

2. As students become more fluent in L2, they can translate longer
and more complex texts. As they learn to read and write L2, they
can translate L1 stories into written L2.

Steps for creating a story (or song or poem) in L1 and translating it
to L2 (for students who have begun reading in L2):

1. Answer questions in L1 about the selected topic. Select a topic
relating to something that the students have already learned in the
L2. For example, if the theme for the week is “mango”, have the
students talk in L1 about the fruit and why they like it. Then let 2 or
3 volunteers tell any funny or exciting experience they have had with
mangoes.

2. Create a story in L1. Help the students create a story in L1 about the
topic they have discussed. Ask them to tell you the first sentence.
Then ask what comes next. Do this until the students have made a
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story of 4 or 5 sentences.

3. Translate their story into L2. Re-read the first sentence in L1 and
let them translate that sentence. When they agree on the
translation, write that sentence in L2 on the chalkboard, using their
exact words. Do the same for the rest of the story. Do not worry
about mistakes at this point.

4. Read the students’ story to them. Read the story sentence by
sentence. Ask them if they are satisfied with each sentence before
going on. If there is a mistake in the translation, you can point it out
and ask if they want to change it. Let them talk together to make
the necessary changes. If they cannot think of an L2 word, then you
can help them but be sure you give them plenty of time and
encouragement.

 Read the entire story to all the learners.

 Read the entire story with all the learners.

 Read one part of the story (sentence, page) with several
students.

 Have one or two students read the part by themselves.*

 Read the entire story again, with all the students. 4

Translation
competition

(Individual students or teams)

Tell the students that you will say a sentence in L2 and they should then say
the sentence in L1. If working in teams, you can do this as a competition--as
soon as one team thinks they can say the sentence correctly, they put up
their hands. They say their translated sentence. Let the other students say
if they think the translation is okay. If you agree, that team gets a point. If
the team said the sentence wrong, let another team try.

Use different tenses (Everyone together).

Ask students to tell you what they did yesterday, what they are doing today
and what they will do tomorrow. Students make up a sentence for each
day. Example

T: Tell me what you did yesterday and what you are doing today and
what you will do tomorrow.

C #1: Yesterday I went to the market. Today I came to school.
Tomorrow I will go to the playground.

C #2: Yesterday I played football. Today I came to school. Tomorrow I
will play with my friends...

Who/where/what/
why/how game.

(Everyone together).

6. Tell or read a short L2 story.

7. Have the students stand in a circle. Throw a ball to one student and ask,
“Who was in the story?” (Student names the people in the story).

8. Throw the ball to another student and ask, “Where did the story take

* If the learners are reluctant to read by themselves, do not force them. Ask, “Do any of you want to
read this sentence?” If not, then go on to the next step.
4 If you have large chart paper, after class is over, write the students’ experience story on the chart
neatly (with a picture, if possible) and hang it up where the students can see and read it.
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place?” (That student says the general or specific place.)

9. Throw the ball to another student and ask, “What did they do?”
(Student says the main action in the story, etc).

10. Ask as many questions like this as possible, so students can answer in
short sentences. Do not correct them if they mispronounce a word.
Focus more on meaning and communication. If one student has
problems with the language, encourage others to help.

Word association (Everyone together or teams).

1. Tell the students an L2 word relating to the weekly theme.

2. They call out all the words that they can think of that are associated
with that word. Example:

T: What words can you think of when I say the word “market”?

C: Buying, selling, money, people, food, fruit, lots of people

3. You can do this as a team competition. Team that thinks of the most
words wins.

Words with the same
first sound

(Everyone together).

1. Ask the students, “How many (L2) words can you think of that start with
the sound ‘m’? Students call out all the words they can think of that
start with that sound.

2. Do this with several more common sounds, encouraging students to
think of all the words they know that start with those sounds. (You can
write the letters with the words as the students say them, even though
they are not yet reading in L2.

3. When they are finished, read each letter with its words (without
pointing to them) and ask the students if they can think of more L2
words that start with that sound.
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L2 LITERACY

Begin reading in L2
Cards and dice game (Teams).

BEFORE CLASS. Prepare a set of L2 word cards using words that the
students have learned. Have one set for each team (Add cards as the
students learn more words.)

Teams sit on the floor with the flashcards in the middle.

The first student takes the dice and throws it. She picks up the number of
word cards shown on the dice and reads the cards. She and keeps any she
reads correctly. Any cards that she does not know are returned to the pack.
The second student then has a turn at throwing the dice. They continue till
all the cards are used or until you stop the game. The student in each team
with the most flashcards at the end of the game wins.

Cross the bridge (L2
word cards)

(Teams).

1. Divide the Class into teams of 6-8 C. Have each team divide themselves
in two smaller groups and sit across from each other—pretending that
there is a river between them.

2. Put a row of 4-6 word cards, each with an L2 Review Word written on it,
on the floor, face down; between two teams.

3. Students pretend the flashcards are a bridge over the river. One at a
time, they cross the “bridge”.

4. The first student picks up the first flashcard on her side of the river and
reads it. If successful, she goes to the next flashcard and does the same.
(She should be careful not to step on the card.)

5. If she reads all the flashcards, the others clap because she went safely
across the bridge. If she misses one, she must jump over that “hole” in
the bridge and try the next one.

6. When she has gone all the way across, mix up the flashcards to make a
“new bridge”. Each student has a turn crossing the bridge.

You can also do this with picture flashcards, as a way of teaching new
vocabulary in L2 and later go to words. (Thanks to Wanda Jennings and

Gay Brown for this idea.)

Find the letter (Partners or teams).

1. Write a letter from the L2 alphabet on the chalkboard.

2. Partners or teams try to find all the examples of that letter around the
room. They take turns pointing to examples of the letter letters until
everyone agrees that they have found them all.

3. Do this with as many letters as possible within the time frame.

Find your partner (or
partners)

(Everyone together).

1. Use pairs of cards—one with a picture and one with a matching L2
word. Give half the students a picture card and give the rest of them a
card with a matching L2 word.

2. When you say, “Go!” students walk around the room looking for the
picture card or word card that matches theirs.

3. When a student find their partner (or partners), they stand together.
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4. Check to make sure that everyone matched their cards correctly.

Guess the missing
word

(Everyone together).

1. Write a meaningful sentence, using new L2 vocabulary, on the
chalkboard and follows the Reading Plan.

2. Then cover one word of the sentence with your hand. Ask the students
to read the sentence again with her but this time ask them to say which
word is missing.

Guessing game (Everyone together).

1. Ask for several students to come to the front. Give each one a direction
card that tells them to act out something easy.

2. Each student reads their card to discover what they have to do. They
take turns acting out the directions they were given.

3. The rest of the students guess the action.

4. Then the actor reads her card to the class.

IMPORTANT: Choose actions that are easy to shows: sharpening a knife;
cleaning a fish, lighting a fire; chopping down a tree; spearing a fish; etc.

Hide Your Eyes--
Which Card is It?

(Everyone together).

1. Place 6 flashcards with L2 words in front of the students so they can
read the words on each card together.

2. Choose one student who goes to a corner of the room, turns her back
and covers her eyes.

3. Point to another student who comes to the front and picks up a
flashcard and shows it to the class, then puts it back on the ledge.

4. The student hiding her eyes then comes back to the front of the room
and looks at the cards trying to guess which card the other student
picked up.

5. He picks up a card and says “Is it ___?” (reading the word on the card).
The other student say yes or no. The student has three guesses to find
the right card.

6. The game continues with another student hiding her eyes.

L2 alphabet (same
script as L1)

(Everyone together, Individual students).

BEFORE CLASS: Develop a “transfer primer” to teach the l2 alphabet if both
L1 and L2 use the same writing system (script)

1. If some of the letters are the same in both languages, teach those
letters first

2. Then introduce the letters that are new, using the same process as you
did with the L1 primer.

3. Then introduce letters that look the same but are pronounced
differently in the two languages.

4. Then introduce any special features that in L2 that are not in L1

L2 reading race (Teams).

1. Students divide into teams. Give each team a name (use names of
something familiar to them).

2. Hold up a flashcard and the first student on one team tries to read the
word. If the student reads it correctly, that team gets a point, and you
write the score on the chalkboard. If the student cannot read it, the first
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student on the other team then tries to read it. If that student reads it
correctly, she scores a point for her team.

3. Then the next student in the first team has a turn to read a card and so on.
If a student cannot read a word, the other team gets to try.

Look at L2 written
materials in the
classroom

(Everyone together, Individual students).

1. Put as many grade-level L2 stories and other printed materials as
possible on the wall—labels, charts, wall charts, group-composed
stories with pictures, etc.

2. Encourage students to read these materials. Remember that they will
have to guess at some words, based on their knowledge of oral L2.

3. Encourage them to use their knowledge of reading in L1 to help them
understand the L2.

Match cards (Everyone together or teams).

BEFORE CLASS: Make cards that students can use to practice reading L2

 Picture cards with names: Students say and read the L2 names of
familiar items

 L2 word card: Students match word cards OR word cards with
picture cards

 L1 and L2 word cards: Students read an L1 word card and find the
matching L2 word card (and can also put it with the correct picture
card)

Memory game with
flash cards.

(Everyone together or teams).

1. Select 8 pairs of cards (either picture and L2 word OR L1 word and L2
word).

2. Lay the 16 cards face down in 4 rows with 4 cards in each row.

3. First student turns over one of the cards and shows it to others in the
group, then puts it down, face showing, exactly where it was before.

4. She gets one try to guess the matching card. She picks up one and if the
first two cards match, she gets to keep both cards. Then she gets another
turn.

5. If the second card does not match the first one, she turns both cards face
down, in the same place where they were.

6. Next student picks up a card and turns it over so everyone can see it. She
gets one try to guess where the matching card is. If she matches her first
card, she gets to keep them and gets another turn.

7. This continues until all the cards have been matched. As students get
better at this game, you can add additional pairs, up to 12 pairs (6 rows of 4
cards)

Pass the card around
the circle

(Teams of 8).

1. Students divide into teams of 8. Each team sits in a circle.

2. Give each team 2-3 word cards (with L2 words that they have learned
orally) holding them face down so the students cannot see them.

3. Clap, sing or beat a drum while the students pass the cards round the
circle. (Make sure they pass the cards in one direction only.)

4. When you suddenly stop beating the drum or clapping, the students
who are holding a card stand up. Each one shows their card to their
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team. Then the student reads the word on her card. (If the student has
trouble reading, another student without a card can help her.)

5. Do this several times. Then teams exchange cards and repeat.

Picking fruit game (Everyone together).

1. Draw 6-10 pictures of a fruit on the chalkboard. Inside each piece of
fruit, write one of the L2 keywords that the students have learned.

2. Individual students see how many mangoes they can “pick and eat” by
reading the words correctly.

3. Each time the student reads the word correctly the others clap. (Thanks

to Wanda Jennings, SIL, for this idea.)

Put sentences in
sequence

(Everyone together).

1. Provide a short activity for the C.

2. Encourage them to create a short story (4-5 sentences) in L2, writing
each sentence on the chalkboard as they dictate it to you.

3. When they are satisfied with their story, write each sentence on a
separate strip of paper and mix them up.

4. Give each sentence strip to a student. They arrange themselves in the
proper sequence to tell the story. Each student reads their sentence.
Then everyone reads all the sentences together.

Read labels around
the room

(Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Make labels for different objects around the classroom and
attach the labels to the objects. Example: door, wall, window, floor, picture,
etc.)

1. For the activity, write the L2 word for one object on the chalkboard and
(without reading the word aloud) tell a student to go that place in the
classroom and point to the L2 label

Sit Down game (Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Make L2 word cards with all the L2 words that the students
have learned and make a list with all the words.

1. Give one flashcard to each student. If there are not enough words to
give one to each student, you can give several students the same word.

2. Students walk around the room holding their flashcards.

3. Call out one of the words from your list. The student (s) holding the
flashcard with that word holds up their card and reads it. Then they get
to sit down at their place.

4. All the other students walk around the room again. Call out another
word and the student with that word holds up their card, reads it, and
sits down.

5. Continue in that way until all the students are sitting down. Collect all
the cards, shuffle them and repeat the game.

Take a card (Everyone together).

1. Hold up 6 flashcards. Students read the flashcards as you show them
one at a time. Then put the cards in a box.

2. Students take turns taking a card out of the box and reading the word.

Word charts to match
words with letters

(Whole class)

BEFORE CLASS: Have one big piece of paper for each letter of the L2
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alphabet. Write the letter very large in the center of the paper.

1. Teacher focuses on 1 letter at a time. Teacher tells students to think of
words to start with that letter.

2. Students write their words on the chalkboard. They check each others’
spelling and correct the spelling as needed.

3. The class chooses 2-3 of the words that are the most interesting.
Volunteers write the words neatly on small pieces of paper and put the
words on the small pieces of paper and tape them to the appropriate
poster.

Word charts to
review vocabulary.

(Everyone together).

BEFORE CLASS: Make “word charts” to record new L2 vocabulary as it is
introduced in each subject (Math word chart, Social Studies word chart,
etc.).

1. Each time students learn an important new math, science, or other new
academic terms, write it on the word chart for that subject.

2. Later, when you review that concept or term, point to the term on the
Word Chart Have the students read it with you and tell you what it
means.

Word race (Teams).

1. Write the week’s L2 Review Words on the chalkboard in large letters.

2. Divide students into two equal teams. One student from each team
goes to the centre between the two teams. The two students in the
centre each hold a stick or ruler.

3. Call out one of the words that are written on the chalkboard.

4. The two students in the centre go to the chalkboard and point to that
word. The first student to point to the correct word scores a point for
her team.

5. Repeat so everyone has a turn.

Begin writing in L2
Creative writing (Individual students, partners).

Students draw a picture and 1) write a 1-2 word label in L2; 2) write a 1-2
sentence story about the picture or 3) compose short stories in L2 and
write them (no picture).

Classification charts (Everyone together or teams).

1. Students make charts with categories for familiar things around them
(types of plants, food, clothing, animals, etc.).

2. They write the L2 names and can add pictures. (Examples of categories:
school equipment or materials; plants)

Journal writing (Individual students).

1. Give each student an exercise book as their own “journal”, to write their
thoughts, ideas, and activities.

2. Every day, provide at least 15 minutes for them to write in their
journals. Do NOT correct spelling or punctuation or vocabulary
mistakes. Encourage them to write freely, as they learn the L2.
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Practice writing
letters (new letters)

(Individual students).

1. Teach the students to write each letter or symbol separately and give
them plenty of time to practice writing the letters and symbols that are
new to them.

2. Follow the same process as you used to teach writing letters and
symbols in L1—first in the air, then on the hand, then on paper.

Practice writing
words

(Individual students).

1. Write 5-10 L2 words on the chalkboard (use only words that the
students have already learned orally).

2. Students copy the words in their exercise books. Encourage them to
write neatly).

3. Later, they copy short L2 sentences.

Practice spelling (Individual students).

1. At least once a week, have the students practice spelling L2 words as
you dictate the words to them.

2. Dictate 5-10 words and they write the words in their exercise books.

3. Later, dictate short L2 sentences.
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