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TEACHING AND LEARNING MATERIALS FOR LANGUAGE EDUCATION: KG1 TO 

GRADE 6 

Susan Malone, 2012  

Thanks to colleagues in language communities and their supporting MTBMLE partners in Asia, Africa 

and the Pacific 

 

Materials needed for oral 

language learning 

 KG1 KG2 GRADE 

1 

GRADE 

2 

GRADE 

3 

GRADE 

4 

GRADE 

5 

GRADE 

6 

Pre-Test:  oral L1, oral L2, 

familiarity with print 

X        

Objects for sorting, counting, 

other team activities 

X X X X     

Big Pictures of locally 

familiar scenes for oral 

language development: 10-

15 per year 

X X X X X X X X 

Listening Story Book with 

about 150 stories (Teacher 

reads to students)
1
 

L1 (2 

stories 

per 

week) 

L1 (2 

stories 

per 

week) 

L1 (2 

stories 

per 

week) 

L1 & L2 

(2 

Stories 

per 

week) 

L2 & L3 

(2 

Stories 

per 

week) 

L2 & L3 

(2 

Stories 

per 

week) 

L2 & L3 

(2 

Stories 

per 

week) 

L2 & 

L3 (2 

Stories 

per 

week) 

Matching picture cards sets 

(team activity) 

X X       

Matching letter and word 

cards sets (team activity) 

 L1 L1 L2 L2 L3,  etc   

Matching number cards sets 

(team activity) 

 L1  L2 (?) L2 (?) L3(?), 

etc. 

   

Matching number & word 

cards sets (team activity) 

 L1 L2 L2 L3 (?)    

Song book for teacher L1 L1 L1 L1 & L2 L1 & L2 L1 & L2 L1 & L2 L1 & 

L2 

Schedule for introducing 

new languages orally: 

 L2  L2 L2 & L3 L3 L3 L3 L3 

Picture story books (no 

written words) 

X (L1) X(L1)   X (L2) X (L2) X (L3, 

etc) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1
 See “Resource for developing graded reading materials” 
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Materials needed for written 

language learning 

 KG1 KG2 GRADE 

1 

GRADE 

2 

GRADE 

3 

GRADE 

4 

GRADE 

5 

GRADE 

6 

Pre-Reading / Pre-Writing 

Activity Book  

 L1       

Alphabet Charts (poster) for 

each classroom 

 L1 L1 L1 & 

L2 

L1 & 

L2 

L1 & 

L2 (& 

L3) 

L1 & 

L2 (& 

L3) 

L1 & 

L2 (& 

L3) 

Teachers’ Activities Guide for 

speaking, listening reading 

and writing 

 L1 L1 L2 L2 L3, etc   

Big Books for shared reading: 

2 per week 

 L1  L2     

Learn-to-read book to teach 

letter/sound relationships in 

written texts 

 L1 L1 L1 TO 

L2 

 L1 to 

L3, 

etc. 

  

Letter cards (to make 

words)—for teams 

 L1 L1 L1 & 

L2 

L2 L2 & 

L3, etc 

  

Early Level 1
2
 Stories: at least 

40 

 40 L1  40 L2  40 L3, 

etc. 

  

Easy reading stories (Later 

Level 1), at least 40 

 40 L1 40 L1 40 L2 40 L2 40 L3, 

etc. 

  

Level 2 stories, at least 40   40 L1 40 L1 40 L2 40 L2 40 L3, 

etc. 

 

Easy-reading stories in 2 

languages; at least 20  

    L1 & 

L2 

L1 & 

L2 

L1 & L2; 

L1 & L3 

L1 & L2; 

L1 & L3 

L1 & L2; 

L1 & L3 

Level 4 reading materials     L1  L2 L1 & L2 L1, L2, 

L3, etc 

  

Student grammar books      L1 L2  L3 

Student Dictionary in 2 or 3 

languages 

    X X X X 

MTB MLE Curriculum for 

each grade of the program 

X X X X X X X X 

Lesson Plans, for teacher X X X X X X X X 

Activity Resource book for 

teacher  

X X X X X X X X 

 

                                                
2
 See Annex 
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Annex:  CHARACTERISTICS OF GRADED READING MATERIALS 
3
 

 

LEVEL 1:  FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE LEARNING TO READ IN THEIR L1
4
 OR A NEW LANGUAGE

5
 

Purposes • New readers realize that written texts have meaning. 

• People who learned to read in their L1 begin reading another language that they 

have learned orally.  

Features  

• Written by fluent L1 speakers in a language the readers understand.  

• About people, places and activities that are familiar to the readers. 

• Sentences are short, easy to read and use vocabulary that the readers know and use. 

• Pictures on each page help readers understand the text.  

• Translation into one or more additional languages at the back of the book. 

Formats   
• Small books for reading alone or with a partner 

• Big Books or Poster Stories for shared reading 

• Games; matching word/picture cards 

• Alphabet picture charts 

Content  • Stories, songs, poetry, information about familiar people, places and activities  

• Health and other information relating to familiar topics (no new concepts)   

Pictures • Pictures on each page communicate exactly the same message as the text.  

Length Early Level 1:   4-8 pages, 1 sentence per page   

Later Level 1:  6-10 pages, 1-3 short sentences per page 

Example 

of Level 

1 story 

for 

children 

The man and the boy go fishing.  (Picture:  man and boy fishing) 

The man catches a big fish.  (Picture:  man pulling a big fish from the water) 

The man shows the big fish to the boy. (Picture: man holding big fish; boy 

looking at it) 

The fish jumps back into the water!  (Picture: man and boy look surprised; big 

splash that shows the fish jumping back into the water) 

                                                
3
 Adapted from Malone, Susan. 2004.  Planning Learner-Centered Adult Literacy Programs in Ethnic Minority 

Communities.  Bangkok: UNESCO 
4
 L1:  the reader’s first or home language—the language they know best 

5
 L2: the language that the student must learn in school; L3, L4, etc.: additional languages learned in school 
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LEVEL 2:  FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO GAIN READING FLUENCY  

Purpose 
Help readers gain confidence in using print literature for learning and enjoyment. 

Features  
• Written in a language that the readers understand and have learned to read. 

• Created, adapted or translated by fluent speakers of the language.  

• Uses vocabulary that the readers have learned orally and/or that they can predict 

based on their knowledge of the language and the topic. 

• Translation (no pictures) into one or more additional languages at the back of the 

book OR both languages on each page but clearly separated, as by a picture. 

Formats   
• Small reading books 

• Posters, games, activity books, calendars, newssheets, etc. 

Content  
Early Level 2  

• Local stories, songs, poetry, riddles, legends, folktales, jokes   

• Local biographies, histories 

• Descriptions of local people's experiences outside the area 

• Directions, instructions about familiar activities (cooking local foods, sewing) 

• New information (health, stories from other cultures, news report, etc.) adapted to 

the local context 

Later Level 2  

• Same as early Level 2  only longer and sentences may be more complex  

• Stories about people and activities outside the local area 

• New concepts, information and ideas adapted so readers can use their existing 

knowledge and their language fluency to get meaning from the text 

Pictures 
Early Level 2  

• Appropriate to readers’ ages and life situations and to the purpose of the text 

• Every 1-2 pages  (help to explain the text) 

Later Level 2  

• Appropriate to readers’ ages and life situations and to the purpose of the text 

• Every 2- 4 pages  

Length 
Early Level 2:  10-20 pages, 2-4 sentences per page  

Later Level 2:  15-30 pages, 3-4 sentences per page 

Example 
Health book about nutrition with text and pictures adapted so they are appropriate to 

the local context.  (See, for example, “Zambian Basic Education Course. Nutrition 

Education Supplementary Material, Pupil’s Book Grade 2.”  

http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/af847e/af847e00.htm   
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LEVEL 3:  FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE LANGUAGES THAT THEY 

HAVE LEARNED  

Purpose 
Provide information about the vocabulary and grammar of the languages that readers 

have learned so they can use the languages—oral and written—for higher level thinking 

and learning.  

Features  
• School grammars (grade 3 and above) that provide information and examples about 

the grammatical structure of the language 

• Bilingual school dictionaries  (grade 3 and above) 

Part 1 focuses on “everyday” L1 with equivalent L2 (and possibly L3)  terms 

Part 2 focuses on “everyday” L2 with equivalent L1 (and possibly L3) terms 

Part 3 focuses on L2 (and L3) academic / abstract terms relating to math, science 

and other school subjects that readers must learn as they move into higher 

grades; provides short definition or explanation in L1 

 

 

LEVEL 4: FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE BECOME LIFE-LONG READERS AND LEARNERS 

Purpose 
Provide readers with information and ideas that are relevant to their life affirm their 

heritage language and culture, and help them learn about the world outside their 

community.  

Features  Varies according to purpose, type and content 

 

Formats   See table below. 

Topics  Whatever topics are interesting and relevant to the readers. 

Pictures Varies according to purpose, type and content 

Length Varies according to purpose, type and content 

 

Language L1 and other languages that the readers know 

 

Examples of Level 4 literature in L1 and L2 

L1 materials  L2, L3 and other languages materials 

� traditional poetry, music, legends, myths, history 

� stories from the local culture about local people, 

events, situations 

� traditional medicines, foods, agricultural methods, 

income-generating projects. 

� histories, biographies 

� letters 

� newssheets, newspapers, newsletters 

� games, activity books 

� inspirational literature 

� world outside the local area 

� comedies and dramas 

� health, economic, agricultural, 

environmental issues and information 

� newspapers, magazines, games, activity 

books  

� poetry, music, proverbs inspirational 

literature 

 


