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Dr. Rahman’s book is an anthology of twelve articles previously published by the author in 

various journals. Together they provide the reader with an introduction to many of the more 

interesting aspects of language use, linguistics, language planning, and education in Pakistan. 

The articles are arranged in three sections: two articles on the theme of language, five articles on 

the topic of education, and five on the theme of culture. The author has an MA in linguistics and 

a Ph.D. in English literature and has been involved in higher education in Pakistan for a number 

of years, and so is uniquely qualified to write on this subject. 

Section One focuses on the language situation in Pakistan. The first article describes the current 

state of the discipline of linguistics in the country. The author bemoans the fact that at the present 

time there are no universities offering linguistics degrees. The few linguistics courses available 

are offered in connection with degrees in other subjects (such as teaching English). Trained 

linguists such as the author himself encounter great difficulty in pursuing linguistics research due 

to the lack of library resources in country. Most books purporting to deal with the linguistics of 

local languages tend to be ignorant of current linguistic theory. Improving this state will take a 

great deal of commitment by scholars and universities. The second article in Section One 

provides the reader with a short summary as to what is known regarding the ancient languages of 

what is now Pakistan. The sites at Moenjodaro and Harappa contain many hieroglyphics and 

symbols, but few of them have been translated with any degree of satisfaction. Most scholars feel 

that the languages spoken there were likely Dravidian. The arrival of the Aryans brought 

Sanskrit into the ascendancy, and it is interesting that Panini, the great Sanskrit grammarian, 

lived in what is now Pakistan. The many dialects arising out of Sanskrit blended with the tongues 

that came with the Muslim conquerors, and later on with the English of the Raj, to produce the 

linguistic repertoire we find in Pakistan today. 

Section Two of the book discusses various issues related to language teaching in Pakistan. 

“Language-Teaching policies in Pakistan,” the first article, sketches the interaction between the 

teaching of English and Urdu since Pakistan’s formation, and how despite efforts to strengthen 

Urdu at the expense of English the latter remains the language of education of the elite. The 

second article, “The Medium of Instruction Controversy,” turns back the clock to the coming of 

the British to South Asia and the controversy that raged for many years between English, Hindi, 

Urdu and other vernaculars as media of instruction. “Language-teaching in Pakistani 



 

 

Madrassas,” article three in the section, is an interesting discussion of the use of Arabic, Urdu, 

and English in the many Madrassas (religious schools) in Pakistan, and the government’s 

attempts to bring these schools into the educational and cultural mainstream. 

The final two articles in the section are not about language teaching per se, but rather discuss the 

current state of Pakistani universities. “Pakistani universities: the colonial legacy” shares how a 

combination of low salaries for teaching staff, heavy government control of governing 

committees, and poor-quality faculty all add up to a depressing result. The author suggests the 

consideration of a number of reforms arising out of a World Bank study of Pakistani higher 

education done in 1990. The final article, “University Faculty’s share of goods and services in 

Pakistan,” gives evidence for the author’s thesis that “the tangible benefits of academics in 

Pakistan do not compare with those of bureaucrats and military officers of the same level” 

(p.154). The low level of remuneration contributes to the continuing tendency of young people to 

avoid the professorship in favor of a military, bureaucratic, or business career. 

The last section of the book deals with the interaction of language and culture. The first chapter 

of this section, “Language, Knowledge and Inequality,” is a philosophical discussion of how 

language and especially literacy empowers some above others. The second chapter, “Language 

and Feminist Issues in Pakistan,” is a fascinating discussion of gender-specific issues in Pakistan 

including the image of women in Pakistani literature, the use of “women’s language,” and the 

asymmetrical address system between men and women (especially husbands and wives). The 

third chapter, “Cultural Invasion and Linguistic Politeness among English-using Pakistanis,” is a 

detailed study of a phenomenon the author has noticed becoming more widespread among 

Western-oriented and educated Pakistanis—that of using the first name as a term of address for 

superiors, where normal rules of address would use honorifics of various kinds. The author 

considers this a form of cultural imperialism that is replacing indigenous norms of politeness. 

The last two chapters of the book are as much about politics as they are about language. 

“Language and Ethnic Politics in Pakistan” gives a brief summary of some of the ethnic 

language movements in the country. “Language Planning and Politics in Pakistan” takes each of 

these language movements in turn and discusses the state of language planning in each 

community. The author uses as indicators the concepts of status planning, acquisition planning, 

and corpus planning to trace what is happening. He concludes that such planning efforts have for 

the most part been ineffectual in changing the supremacy of Urdu and English as the two most 

significant languages in Pakistan. 

In Language, Education, and Culture, Dr. Rahman succeeds in giving the reader an overview of 

many of the ways in which language interacts with both education and culture in Pakistan. I 

finished the book feeling as though I had a more in-depth understanding of the challenges faced 

by people in this country involved in language development. I would encourage anyone 

interested in the language situation in the subcontinent to read this book. 

 


