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Extensive character coverage  combined  
with cutting-edge technology

Status of Font Development
SIL fonts are updated when relevant new characters 
are accepted into the Unicode Standard, or when new 
technology is developed to make the fonts work better. 
The goal for these fonts is to support a uniform set of 
characters.

Andika
Andika Basic was released in May 2008 in a single 
weight.   It contains over 630 glyphs from the Basic 
Latin and Latin-1 Supplement Unicode ranges, 
including a selection of commonly used extended 
Latin characters, diacritic marks, symbols and 
punctuation. It also supports complex diacritic 
behavior. Italic, bold and bold italic styles are 
planned for development.

Charis SIL
Charis SIL currently has the most extensive glyph 
inventory of SIL’s Roman fonts, supporting over 1,900 
characters. The latest release aligns with Unicode 5.1 
and offers small capitals functionality, among other 
features. 

Gentium
Work is underway to fill out the Gentium inventory. 
Gentium Basic and Gentium Book Basic were released in 
March 2008, both with bold and bold italic styles in 
addition to regular and italic. They also support complex 
diacritic behavior.

SIL has produced fonts for a variety of complex Roman 
and non-Roman scripts around the world. All SIL fonts are 
available for free download at http://scripts.sil.org



Gentium
Gentium* is a Unicode serif font family designed to enable 
diverse language groups around the world to produce 
high-quality publications. It has won multiple awards. 
The overall design is highly readable, reasonably compact 
and visually attractive. 

          
             Gentium

The Gentium fonts cover a broad range of glyphs that 
correspond to the most common Latin ranges of Unicode.

Andika
The Andika* font addresses the needs of new 
readers learning a Roman script (ABCs and 
variations of those letters). When literacy and 
education workers look for fonts specifically 
for teaching people to read, they prefer two 
characteristics:

a sans serif style•	

simple, distinct letter forms•	

These specialists have often had to use fonts 
lacking one or both of these attributes. 

The letters in many sans serif fonts are too 
similar in appearance. This can confuse the novice 
reader trying to distinguish between look-alike 
letters such as b and d or p and q. Andika also 
includes special letters and diacritics for the many 
languages of Africa, Asia and the Americas that 
use Roman script.

Andika, a Unicode font, was introduced in 2006. Its 
design is based on decades of legibility research. 
Initial response to the design from literacy and 
education personnel has been positive.

Charis SIL

         Stacking diacritics

Charis SIL* is a serif font offering high legibility, even 
in long printed documents such as books. It prints 
well in settings as varied as silkscreen or high-speed 
presses, and has four styles—regular, italic, bold, 
and bold italic. Literacy and education workers can 
choose the simple a and g forms you see here, or use 
the standard typography shapes a and g. Besides the 
a and g, Charis includes many other user-selectable 
letter styles, such as four varieties of LATIN CAPITAL 
LETTER ENG (U+014A): 

Ŋ Ŋ Ŋ Ŋ  
Charis has a large inventory of glyphs (letters, symbols, 
punctuation, diacritics, etc.) needed for almost any 
Roman- or Cyrillic-based writing system, whether 
used for phonetic or orthographic needs. In addition, 
there are dozens of other characters and symbols 
useful to linguists. This Unicode font uses state-of-the-
art font technologies to support complex typographic 
issues, such as the need to optimally position arbitrary 
combinations of base characters and diacritics. 

NUKAN MAAMƐNI YƐNƐYII ƁO PƐLƐ HU
DÉCLARATION UNIVERSELLE DES DROITS DE L’HOMME

Dɔn juwoo gbalatɔmaa 
Préambule

A kɛ kaalonna da tɔɔi gaa nukan ɲei yɛnɛ yiihu diə 
lɛgbɔɔɓa laa, təlinmo laa da lilaa di nwundɔɔi.
Considérant que la reconnaissance de la dignité inhérente à tous 
les membres de la famille humaine et de leurs droits égaux et 
inaliénables constitue le fondement de la liberté, de la justice et 
de la paix dans le monde,

A kɛ lənɛɛ nukan dɔɔi gaa maanɛ yɛnɛ nuan diə pɛli 
kweiwoo ɓoi, diə laa di maamɛni la, yi di hwa kɛ 
ɲɛimaaɲɔn da mɔnɔ di hu, ɓə kele yɛnɛnuan kaa bɔi.
Considérant que la méconnaissance et le mépris des droits de 
l’homme ont conduit à des actes de barbarie qui révoltent la 
conscience de l’humanité et que l’avènement d’un monde où 
les êtres humains seront libres de parler et de croire, libérés de 
la terreur et de la misère, a été proclamé comme la plus haute 
aspiration de l’homme,

From the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
in Kpelewo (Guinea) and French, set in Gentium 

ɗƴʉŋƥɽǝɓɨ

ä̃ ́ɛ ̃̈ ̀ɩ ̂ ́ɔ̃ ̂ʉ̈̄

Andika

*Each column uses the font being described.


