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Lesson Plans 11-15 
 

English Language Lessons for Newcomers. Based on Lektionspläne für Deutschunterricht mit 

Flüchtlingen, by Kathrin Pope and Team, Wycliffe Switzerland and Wycliff Germany. Inspired by 

Greg and Angela Thomson's The First Hundred Hours. Copyright of English Language Lessons for 
Newcomers 2021. SIL International. Licensed under Creative Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 

international. 

These materials can be downloaded and adapted with attribution given to www.sil.org/english-
language-lessons. 

 

General information on how to use these lesson plans  
After each lesson plan there are picture sheets with simple line drawings that can be used in the 

lessons.  

Many of the pictures were drawn by Angela Thomson to accompany the “First 100 Hours”. Some 
pictures were drawn, selected or adapted by Ursula Thomi, Wycliffe Switzerland. Other pictures 

have been downloaded from free internet sites. All pictures can be used freely in non-profit 

situations. Where the source is mentioned in the picture, it must not be removed.  

Please also refer to the instructions for Lessons 1-5 and 6-10. 
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Lesson 11 
Game Description Required Material 

Game 1:  

Animals 

(Quick 

Dozen) 

Introduce the terms for about a dozen animals. For 

example, dog, cat, horse, pig, cow, duck, sheep, 

goat, bird, fish, chicken, animals. 

Make a recording. 

Pictures of the 

corresponding animals, 1 
set per learner, or (for a 

small learning group) toy 

animals. See picture sheet. 

Game 2: 

Review of 

familiar 

vocabulary 
and the 

pronouns I, 

you, he, she 

etc. 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

Spread the objects and pictures out on the table 
and make statements like: I have the bus, they have 

the sweater, you have the train, we have the socks, 

you all have the trousers and the scarf, you have the 

dog and the cat, etc.  

The learners respond by giving the right objects to 

the right people. The toy figures represent he, she 

and they. So, when you say: he has the train, 

somebody gives the train to the toy man. 

Record part of this game. 

Pictures and objects from 
earlier lessons, for 

example clothes from L10 

and means of transport 
from L8. Animals from 

Game 1.  

Some toy figures: a man, a 

woman and a group of 

figures. 

Game 3:  

When is the 

next bus?  

(Review of 

clock time) 

Part 1: Make statements such as: The English lesson 

starts at 9.30 / half past nine. I get on the bus at 9 

o’clock. I go home at 12.15 / a quarter past twelve, 

etc. The learners set the right time on their toy 

clocks.  

Record part of this game. 

Part 2: Show different times (OR set different times 

on your toy clock) and ask questions. For example, 
show 7:30 and ask: When do you get up? The 

learners respond by saying 7:30 / half past seven.  

(For UK: If the learners are ready, the form "7:30", 

“12:15” etc., with an explanation for when this 

form would be used, can be introduced here.) 

For each learner: 

the sheets with digital 

times (hours and minutes) 

from L8 

OR  

a toy clock. 

Game 4:  

Movements

, positions 
and places 

in the room 

(Listen and 

Respond)  

In this game we connect movements and positions 

(sitting, standing, putting X on Y, lying down, 

pointing to X, going to a place) with the different 
places in the room. For most of the places and 

objects, there are different options. Examples for 

instructions: please go to the door, please run to the 
table, lie on the floor, stand next to the window, sit 

on the floor, stand on the chair, point to the wall, 

stand between the table and the chair, etc. 

Record part of this game. 

Places in the room. 

Game 5:  

Review 

Repeat Game 1 to reinforce the new words, this 

time asking the learners to point to two animals at 

the same time. For example: Where are the dog and 

the cat? Where are the chicken and the pig? etc. 
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Game 6: 

What’s in 

it?  

 (Role Play) 

In this lesson a number of animals have been 

introduced, including some animals that can be 

eaten. Explain that the meat from a cow is called 

beef, meat from a pig is called pork, meat from a 
sheep is called lamb (if this is commonly eaten in 

your context), and meat from a chicken is simply 

chicken. The last picture on the picture sheet helps 

with this.  

Now practice a simple dialogue such as in a 

restaurant where the customer asks if there is pork 
in a certain food, for example: Is there pork in this? 

– Yes. 

Since these animals have only been introduced in 

this lesson, you should be the customer and ask all 
the questions. The learners only need to answer 

yes or no. 

Record two or three such dialogues. 

Packaging for pizza, 

hamburgers etc., or food 

such as sausages or bacon 

etc. 
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Lesson 12 
 

Game Description Required Material 

Game 1: 

Body parts of 

animals 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

 

In this game the animals from L11 and the 

body parts from L5 are reviewed.  

Ask questions such as: Where is the horse’s 

head? Where is the fish’s eye? Where are the 
cow’s legs? etc. The learners respond by 

pointing on their picture sheets. 

Record part of this game. 

A picture sheet from L11 

(animals) per person. 

Game 2:  

Family terms 

(Quick Dozen)  

According to the Quick Dozen rules, introduce 
the following terms: father, mother, parents, 

son, daughter, children, brother, sister, 

grandparents, (grandmother, grandfather), 

grandchildren, (grandson, granddaughter), 

husband, wife. 

Procedure: Arrange your toy figures in such a 

way that, for example, a girl is standing in the 
middle. A brother, a sister, a mother and a 

father (the parents) are arranged around the 

girl.  

Introduce the words for these relationships 

(as usual, start with two words, then add one 

at a time.)  

Then put a woman in the middle and 
introduce the words son, daughter and 

husband.  

Then, with a man in the middle, introduce the 

word wife.  

Then add grandmother, grandfather, 

grandparents, grandchild, and grandchildren, 
as well as the family and parents. (Family is 

not new here.) 

Make a recording. 

*See footnote at the end of the lesson. 

Plenty of toy figures, men, 

women, boys and girls. 

OR: Draw a family tree on 

the board or flipchart, using 

stick figures to teach family 

terms. 

 

Game 3: 

Whose father, 

mother, son 

etc.  

(Listen and 

Respond) 

 

Part 1: Introduce your family while building 
them up with toy figures: That's me. This is my 

father, this is my daughter, etc. while always 

pointing to the person you are talking about. 
Then ask: Where is my father? Where am I? 

Where is my brother? Where is my wife? etc. 

The learners point to the correct figure.  

Part 2: Build an "anonymous" toy figure 

family and ask: Do you see the man? Where is 

Plenty of toy figures – men, 

women, boys and girls. 
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his father? Do you see the girl? Where is her 

mother? etc. The learners respond by 

pointing. 

Make sure that all the family terms that have 

been introduced so far occur in this game. 

Game 4:  

Family terms 

(Speaking 

Practice) 

Question-answer game: Say to one of the 

learners: I have a brother and two sisters. Do 

you have a brother? – Yes. – Or do you have 
two brothers? – No, I have one brother. – I have 

two daughters. Do you have a daughter? – No. 

etc. – The learner answers with yes or no or 
very short sentences. The family terms were 

only introduced in this lesson, so the learners 

should not have to pronounce them yet. 
Each learner should have a turn. 

 

Game 5: What’s 

their name? 

(Role Play) 

 

Repeat the Role Play of L11, for example: Is 

there pork in it? – Yes, there is pork in it. 

This time the learners take the role of the 

customer. 

As for Role Play of L11: 

Packaging for pizza, 

hamburgers etc., or food 

such as sausages or bacon 

etc. 

Game 6: 

Review 

Repeat Game 2 to reinforce the new words.  

 

Note for Game 2: Family terms are part of the basic vocabulary in any language. These 
expressions are often more difficult to learn than body parts, because they have to do with 

abstract relationships and not with concrete objects. 

In some languages there are different expressions for relatives on the mother’s and the father’s 
side, for example for grandparents. Some learners may be surprised that this is not the case in 

English. 
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Lesson 13 
Game Description Required Material 

Game 1:  

Cleaning 

(Quick 

Dozen) 

Introduce the following words for cleaning 

equipment, Quick Dozen style: broom, pail / 
bucket, mop, cloth, vacuum cleaner / Hoover, 

dishwashing liquid / washing up liquid, cleaning 

spray.  

For things to clean: sink, toilet, mirror, floor, 

carpet, counter / kitchen tops, dishes. 

Make a recording. 

*See footnote at the end of the lesson. 

The new objects if 

possible, and for each 
person a copy of both 

picture sheets. 

Game 2:  

Combining 

cleaning 

vocabulary 
with familiar 

actions 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

This game combines the already familiar verbs 

give, take, put with the new vocabulary from 

Game 1.  

Perform two or three actions and describe what 
you are doing. Example: I’m taking the bucket, I’m 

putting the cloth in the bucket. 

Now turn to the learning group and say, for 
example: A is taking the broom, B is putting the 

cloth in the sink, C is giving me the broom, D is 

taking the mop and putting it in the bucket, etc.  

The learners carry out what they are hearing. 

Each learner should have several turns. 

Introduce the term he/she is cleaning along the 

way. (It will be introduced as part of a Quick 

Dozen in L14.)  

Then use also sentences like the following: A is 

cleaning the stairs, B is taking the cloth and 

cleaning the table. 

Record part of this game. 

As in Game 1.  

Game 3: 

Body parts 
and 

possessive 

pronouns 
my, your, his, 

her etc. 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

This game reinforces the body parts as well as 

my, your, his, her.  

Say for example: Where is my nose? Where are 

your legs? Where are her ears? Where is your 

mouth? Where are his feet? etc. –  

The learners point to the correct body part of the 

right person. For his and her they point to the 

correct toy figure.  

Make sure that each of the body parts learned so 

far is used several times.  

Record part of this game. 

Toy figures: a man and a 

woman per person. 

Game 4: I 

have, he/she 

Hand out various known fruits to the learners 

plus two toy figures each. Everyone should have 

A few of the food items 

from L2, or pictures, at 
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has  

(Speaking 

Practice) 

at least one piece of fruit.  

Make some example sentences such as: I have the 

apple, I have the pear, I have the carrot. – Next ask 

the learners to make "I have” sentences using the 

food item in front of them. 

Make more sentences, for example: He has the 

apple (placing the apple by the toy man). She has 
the orange (placing the orange by the toy 

woman), etc. 

Then ask the learners to make "he/she has" 
sentences. Rotate the fruit around to different 

learners and continue practicing “I have” and 

“he/she has” sentences. 

least one piece per person. 

For each person two toy 

figures, a man and a 

woman, or a boy and a girl 

(for he/she). 

Game 5:  

I have, 

he/she has  

(Speaking 

Practice)  

Continue as in Game 4 but add the animals from 

L11.  

Everyone chooses one or two pictures. The 

learners take turns and make a simple statement 

about their picture and about their neighbor's 
picture. Example: I have the dog and he has the 

apple. Repeat the sentences correctly, if needed, 

for positive reinforcement. 

Individual pictures of food 
items (L2) and animals 

(L11), enough that each 

person can have one or 

two pictures. 

Game 6: 

My name is… 

(Role Play) 

In L12 family terms were introduced. So this is a 

good time for a dialogue about family.  

Part 1: Review the family terms from L12. 

Part 2: Suggestion for a dialogue: My name is X. 
My son's name is Y. What is your son's name? My 

daughter's name is Z and so on. 

Record 2 or 3 variations of the dialogue. 

*See footnote at the end of the lesson. 

 

 

Note for Game 1: This list of new words contains 7 nouns for cleaning equipment and 7 nouns 
for things that can be cleaned. There are two separate picture sheets. If 14 new words seem too 

much for one session, the second sheet can be kept for the next session. 

Note for Game 6: Teaching about family and the vocabulary that goes with families is very 
important. However, there is a need to be sensitive in these lessons. Some newcomers have lost 

family members to war, or during their travels. For some of them, discussing family can trigger 

trauma, whereas others are fine with talking about their family and find it helpful, especially in a 

safe environment such as the learning group. 
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Lesson 14 
Game  Description Required Material: 

Game 1:  

Drinks  

(Quick 

Dozen) 

Introduce the vocabulary for different drinks with 

various containers, Quick Dozen style, such as 
water, milk, tea, coffee, orange juice, glass, cup, 

mug, water bottle, can. (Glass, cup and water 

bottle have been learned earlier, here they are 
reviewed.) 

Make a recording. 

Objects for the new 

vocabulary, and a picture 

sheet for each learner. 

If possible, it’s best to use 

real objects for this game. 
The picture sheets can be 

used to practice at home 

with the recording. 

Game 2:  

Family terms 

(Review) 

 

Part 1: Briefly review the family terms from L12 with 

the help of toy figures.  

Part 2: According to the Quick Dozen rules, 

introduce the terms uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, 

cousin, brother-in-law, sister-in-law. 

Demonstrate the relationships using toy figures. 

Part 3: Build your own family using toy figures, and 

tell who is who. The learners listen. Purpose: 
Learners are encouraged because they understand 

practically everything. Example: This is my brother, 

his name is Peter. This is my niece, she is Peter’s 

daughter. This is my husband. His name is Sam. We 

have two children, our daughter Hannah and our 

son, Ben. This is my father, he is dead. (While saying 

this, lay the father down on the table, instead of 
standing him up). This is my mother. She is the 

grandmother of Hannah and Ben. This is Peter’s 

wife, she is my sister-in-law. Use as many of the 

family terms as possible. 

Toy figures. 

Game 3: 

Family terms 

(Speaking 

practice) 

 

Following the example from Game 2, each learner 

has a turn to build and explain their own family 

while saying a few sentences about them.  

Help if a learner gets stuck. You can also ask 

questions and help build the family. This requires a 

dialogue with questions and answers about the 
learner's family–which is a speaking and listening 

activity in itself. 

*See footnote at the end of the lesson. 

A good supply of toy 

figures. 

Game 4:  

Cleaning 

verbs 

(Quick 

Dozen) 

Part 1: Briefly review the new words from L13, 

Game 1 (cleaning equipment and things to clean).  
Part 2: According to the Quick Dozen rules, 

introduce the following verbs: clean, sweep, wipe, 

mop, vacuum / hoover, wash, as well as the 

adjectives clean and dirty. Introduce the verbs by 

The objects or individual 

pictures from L13 

(cleaning) 
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acting them out.  

Make a recording. 

*See footnote at the end of the lesson. 

Game 5: 
Cleaning 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

 

Give instructions such as: The floor is dirty. Please 
take the broom. Sweep the floor with the broom. 

Please take the bucket. Put water in the bucket. Now 

take the mop and put it in the bucket of water. Mop 

the floor please. Now the floor is clean. The window 
is dirty. Take the cloth. Wipe the window with the 

cloth. Now the window is clean. and Clean the sink 

with the spray cleaner. Wash the dirty dishes with the 
dishwashing liquid / washing up liquid. Now the 

dishes are clean. Sweep the kitchen floor with the 

broom. Wipe the table with the cloth. Vacuum / 
Hoover the carpet etc.  

The word with is introduced along the way. 

The learners either perform the actions, or 

everyone has the three picture sheets (see right 
hand column) in front of them and points to the 

correct picture on each sheet.  

Record part of this game. 

Cleaning equipment from 
L13, or for each learner: 

two picture sheets from 

L13 (cleaning equipment 

and things to clean) and 
picture sheet with 

cleaning verbs from Game 

4. 

Game 6: 
Introducing 

your family 

(Role Play) 

One person introduces their family to another 
person. For example: This is my wife and this is my 

son. – What's your son's name? – His name is Ali. – 

How old is he? – He is 7 years old. etc. 
Everybody should get a turn if possible, but do not 

force anyone who prefers not to talk about their 

family. 

Record two or three variations of the dialogue. 

Toy figures. 

Game 7: 

In the 

kitchen (Role 

Play) 

Suggestion: Mother and child are cooking. The 

nurturer takes the mother’s role: Where is the 

broom? Please give me the broom. Now please take 

the potatoes and put them on the plate. Please take 
the knife and cut the potatoes. Where are the 

carrots? – In the bowl. etc. 

Record two or three variations of the dialogue. 

*See footnote at the end of the lesson. 

Props for the intended 

dialogue 

 

Note for Game 3: Some learners have had traumatic experiences and have lost family members. 

We don't force anyone to talk about their family if they don't want to. But many are very happy 

to talk about it, especially within the safe framework of the learning group. 
Note for Game 4: In this lesson there are 21 new words, which is rather a lot for one session. 

They may need to be spread over two sessions. 

Note for Game 7: This role play is grammatically quite complex. As the nurturer is taking the 

role of the mother, they do most of the talking. You should not correct grammatical mistakes, as 
this could discourage the learner. Even with incorrect grammar they can experience that 

communication is possible. Encourage the learner’s ability to speak in English, which gives them 

a sense of achievement.  
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Lesson 15 

Practicing grammar using known vocabulary 

In this lesson, we focus on the verbs give and take. At the same time we reinforce vocabulary 

learned earlier (animals, terms for family members and the words my, your etc.) 

In activities that mainly focus on grammar, it is important to use vocabulary that the learners are 

already familiar with. This allows the learners to focus on the grammatical form. As in previous 

activities, we will deal with grammar without teaching abstract grammar rules. Instead, we 

expose the learners to a large number of sentences that help them grasp how giving and taking 

is expressed in English.  

Game  Description Required Material 

Game 1:  

Give, take, 

me, you, him, 

and her 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

This game focuses on the terms give and take as well 

as on the pronouns me, you, him, her.  

Say to a learner: Please take a match. Give me the 
match. I'll give you a match, etc. The learner responds 

accordingly.  

(Introduce the words for the small objects as you 
hand out the objects.) 

Part 1: Focus on me and you. Make as many 

sentences as necessary for the learners to begin to 
understand how the words are used together. 

Record a minute or so. 

Part 2: Introduce him and her, with the help of the toy 

figures: Please take a match. Give her the match 
(pointing to the toy woman). Take another match. 

Give him the match (pointing to the toy man).  

The term another is introduced along the way. 
Record 1-2 minutes. 

Part 3: Make sentences with me, you, him, her, the 

two verbs give and take and the numbers 1-5. For 
example: I am taking 2 matches. Take 3 matches, give 

him 1 match. Give him another match. Please give me 

4 matches. I'm giving you 2 matches, and so on. 

The learners respond by performing the actions. 
Record 1-2 minutes. 

A number of small 

objects (such as 

matches, paper clips, 
colored counters or 

pebbles). 

WGame 2:  

Actions for 

liquids  

(Quick 

Dozen) 

According to the Quick Dozen rules, introduce the 

following terms: drink, pour, stir, as well as the 

adjectives full and empty. Introduce the verbs by 
acting them out.  

Make a recording. 

Several glasses, cups, 

spoons. 

A jug full of water and 

an empty jug.  

For each learner: 

picture sheet with the 
actions for liquids (for 

practicing at home) 

Game 3:  

Combining 

Add the different drinks.  

Example: I am stirring the tea, I am drinking the milk, I 

For each person: the 

picture sheet with the 
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new verbs 

with drinks 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

am pouring the coffee, and so on.  

The learners point to the correct drink on the picture 

sheet and, at the same time, mime the correct action.  

Record part of this game. 

drinks from L14. 

Game 4:  

Drinks, cup, 

glass and jug. 

(Listen and 

Respond) 

Add the cup, glass and jug and also use the new 

actions from Game 2. 

Part 1: Give instructions such as: Please give me a 

glass of milk, please give me a cup of tea, take a cup, 
please give me the cup, give me the tea, drink the milk, 

pour the tea, etc. 

The learners mime the actions with the correct 
recipient and the correct picture of a drink.  

Record 1-2 minutes. 

Part 2: Distribute the toy figures (a man and a woman 
for each person).  

First demonstrate: I am giving him a cup (while 

putting the cup next to the toy man). I am giving her a 

glass (while putting the glass next to the toy woman).  
Then ask the learners to give him the milk, give her the 

tea, give me the cup, etc. The learners respond by 

giving the correct drink or recipient to the correct toy 
figure. Record 1-2 minutes. 

Cup, glass and jug (as 

for L14 Game 1), 

individual pictures of 

the drinks. 

Toy figures – a man 

and a woman for each 

person. 

Game 5:  

Please give 

me... 
(Speaking 

practice) 

The learners ask for a drink. Each learner should get 

at least two or three turns.  

Give two or three examples first: Please give me a 
glass of milk. Please give me a cup of tea, etc. 

As in Game 4 

Game 6: 

Which animal 
is missing? 

(Speaking 

Practice) 

Part 1: Review the terms for the animals. Ask: Where 

is the chicken? Where is the cow? Etc. The learners 

point to the correct animal on their picture sheet.  

Part 2: Put the picture sheets away and spread the 

individual animal pictures out on the table. The 

learners have a good look at them, then they all close 
their eyes while you remove one animal from the 

table.  

Now ask: Which animal is missing?  

The learners name the missing animal. Then the 

learners take turns to remove one animal and the 

others say which one is missing. 

Per person a picture 

sheet from L11 

(animals). 

For Part 2: One set of 

individual pictures of 

animals (L11) 

Game 7: 

I am thirsty 

(Role Play) 

Suggestion: I'm thirsty. – What would you like to drink? 
– Can I have a glass of water? – Sure. – Thank you. First 

act it out with one learner, then the learners practice 

in pairs. 

Act it out with different drinks. 

Record two or three variations of the dialogue. 
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