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<introduction.

the muixes seem tou be dn thie iucrease. ln 1876 they nre
faid to n2ove numvered 26.uQu.‘l') Ly 1l9uu they hrd incrensed
to 31,736.(%")  ihe census of 193u credited them with 3/, §20_
Wnile ar yet the Unxncr ftgurea of tne 194U cenrurs are not
synilable, it Teens certrin this lntect cenesur will ehow »
continued inercrre. Juring tie nnet ton yenrs, I hnve obrer-
ved thnt nony tovme rre ertandily groviag in ~izes An educated
'Spnnimrd,(z)for thirty yerre n resident ol the region, esti-
mnted the nopulation in 1941 to bYe ~bout 60?000. Mis Cigure
ir doubtlers high rince it wan calculnted on tae bﬁéis of
parochinl birth records and probnably ignored the dentus, A

censervative ectimete for 1946 would be between 4u,luu ~nd

454050,

. Living in the noeuntrine of ancsi-centranl Gnxnca Stnte,

e
oo

tac tribe in 2iviled into v dinrleectr { rome ~uthore ey

taree; Lo thich vorious nutheres Lnve n-aaliecd vorious tcrms.(4°)

-

. .

Miie dirlecticer divieion, Jor the wrin »~ri, cecnn to coin-
cide with the »iyeicel divirilen ol the region Ly thue mountnin
rﬁngé Xnom s "nudo de demponltenetl” which rune rougnly in
a north—éastesﬁuth—westerly direction. fihat group living
nerth of cempoaltepell gpeaks what tiue wmixes term "Lotoutepec
dinlect", lotuntepec being the srincipal town of the northern
groun. fhore =outh of dempoaltenetl comprise the larger of
tne two groune., TLThe »aresent oener derle with this lntter
418

dirlec ernecizlly ne snoken in the vieinity of San wLucns

Casiotlrn,  Whe netericl herein is ue rerult of numeroum field
trine aud nonth~ of ~tudy in Crietisn Srom Getober 1636 to
Jecermber 1946 under the snuenicies of the Swamer institute

of Linguirticsa,




(1) Garcia y Cubas as cited by Starr in his "Hotes Upon

the Ethnography of Southern llexico" vol.I, p.52.

(2) Belmar - "Batudio del Idioma Ayook" - Oaxmca 1902 -
p«XVI bottom.

(3) Don Joese Vdsquez Garcia, late of San iiguel wuetzal-

tepec and formerly of Lotzocon.

(4) Fray Auguetin Quintana - “"La Instruccidén Cristiana" -
Puebla 1729 - prologo - "La lengua lixe re divide en tres
ranag, unz es la lencun lohtunus otra es 1a lengua Cotins

y otre ens la lengua lHuhmoh."

Belnar - ibid. - XV, VI,

Starr - ibids -~ p«.53 bottom - “The ilixe language is
fairly'uniforms Ayutla, Juquila, vcotepec, wuesaltepec,
Camotlen, Ixcuintepec, Loatlan - the towns which we have
visited appear to speak much the rameés oceceee.. Toton-

tepec le arserted to have a notably peculiar dimlect.®

(5) It ic notable thet members of the southern group cen-
not carry on a conversntion with thore of the Totontepec
dizlect without rerorting to broken Spanish. I have ob-
gerved thrt rmuch of the difficulty nprings from vocabu-
lary differences. The intonation patfern does not vary‘
merkedly. There nre also certain phoﬁemic shifts which
make unrecognizable to thosre of the other dislect many
morphemes which to the linguistic investigator are readily
recognizable as the same morphemes.

Jialectical rtudies alreasdy made and extensive fsurveys

planned for the future are derigned to revesl the vocabulary
veriations, lexxicsl chcnres, nhonenmic shifte and possible




morphological differences not only between the two main i
dialects mentioned but also within the Camotlan dialect

aren,
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I1, Deecription of Phonemer.

A, Consonents

1, Stope - lhere is a eseries of voicelees stops at Dbi-
labial /p/» dental /t/, velar /k/, and glottal /?/
pointe of articulation. There 19_ e reries of
voiced stops at bilabisl /v/, labio-dental /v.z/,'
dental /d/, and velar /&/ points of articulation.

Allophones - The voigeless stops become aspirated
in word-£innl position and also medially precedipg
stops. Glottnl stop is relessed pdreceding af-
fricates 21so0.

Examples - ,
?pé"nph) /po?op/ - white

(pap?k?) /pepk/ - wWaite pine .

(tatekh) /taflky - ear
(qut®) /nut/ - ecave
( tut2x?) /tutk/ - turkey

(1:;3993;?1) /X5%0%/ - manmey
("akh§:§h) /2ekxdh/ - chayote

(2a11®)  /2ank/ - cave

(mEoYty) /mi?ty/ - hawk

(chuoBenpy) /3u®%py/ - he eats meat
(pu"hta) /pu?2/ - yellow

(wimbrondfn) /wimbrondin/ - weasel, marten
(posb) Apoeb/ - ~ablo
(chivf) /ivf/ - disgueted

(wBXx%) /wBk®/ - comal
(win) /win/ - eye
(2ewh?ots) /2ewd?2¢/ - clean

(teow) /Fow/ - oside (of a place)



(odd+m) /odéem) - 1ip
(pé’dya)v 4 p:;dya/ - because of that
(se b3°d) /se bo-d/ -~ José Pedro

(51@59 ) /%xag8%k/ - rattle
(negdm) / hegdm/ - afar
‘.él'gl!‘fty) -/ Jugl!,ity/ - curved

2. Affricates - There is a series of voiceless affricates
at dentel /7/, and alveolar /&/ points of articulation.
(teaps) /Paps/ - red
(mats) /meg/ - take it
(*5tadm) /2a8im/ - pig

(ndch) /nad/ - cormmeal mush
(chibf) ,civY, - disgusted
( chu?Benpy) /tu?épy/ - he eats meat

3. Nasals - There is a nasal reries at the bilabial /n/
and dental /n/ noints of articulation.
(mé pntsi /mé?ong/ -~ mud
(héx_n.'ity) /hémty/ - let's go
(tsdoomy /#3%om/ - bananma

(win) /win/ - eye
(noech) /no<s/ - toad
(?onde) /%ende/ - 1lightning

4, Spirants - There is a voicelers spirant eeries at the
1abio-dentel /£/, dentel /s/, alveolar /8/, alveopal-
atal /x/, and glottal /M/ points of gu*ticulation.(')

There ic 2 voiced spirant series at the labio-
dentel /v/,-nlveolar /%/, nlveo-palatal /z/, and
paletal /y/ points of articulation.?



(féxe) /féxe/ - £laghlight globe
(gugdr) /fughy/ - to pley
(fwes) /fwes/ =~ "Judge"

(uieh) /nad/ - cornmeal mush
(wigk) /naxk/ - back
(§oh) /x=ob/ - o=k tree

{tkE) /twdf - earthenware dish
(xwlg) /xwid/ - blanket
(Byos) /Byox/ - hie clothes

(0ef) /xoex/ - o large =nake
(pad) /pax/ - antelope
(5¥nk} /xanX/ - beans

anéak) /avyonk/ - airplane
’ Vd
(chive) /@ive/ - gosat

(devéres) ,devéres/ - truly

» ,. ,. N
(kwartize) /kwartiZe/ - 1/4 real (3 centavos)
.(12drize) /1adr{‘z'é,¥ - brick

/, Vd
(ceriZe) /seri%e/ - wax match

(ni.%}_{li) /nigzlzi/ - shirt

(uZug) /nzus/ - rose

- ; j
(ngusellim) /hzusalin/ - Jerusalen
(yooPx1t1)  /wo2xt/ - neck

(yem) /yem/ - here, now
(2oydk?) /?eylk/ - iixe

5. Liquids - There is a voiced liquid series at alveolar /r/
' (f1ap) and alveopalatsl /1/ (lateral) pointe of ar-
ticulation.

(1uet) /1u-t/ - bleck buzzard



(pol) /pol/ - Apolinar

(armin) /armin/ - almud

(wimbrondi{n) /wimbrondin/ - weasel, marten

- - - e S = W

B, Vowels :
1. Front - high close unrounded /i/
higﬁ open unrounded /1/
Kpi2i8) /p19i§/ - tail of an animal
(pf»1§) /pi?lx/ - blow it
(piB) /pls/ - cotton
(pl8) /pix/ - a black bird
(mIn ya/m) /mln ya/m/‘ - come here
(ni mi,ny) /hi mi,ny/ - there he comes

low close unrounded /e/
low open unrounded /E/
(yemy) /yemy/ - his vein
(yEmy) /yEmy/ - blown
(kerch) /ke<&/ - pulque
(kBpy) /Kipy/ - tree
(Bch) 83/ - dance
(eeB) /es8/ - crad
(teg) /tE8/ - plate
(teeny) /teeny/ - 1ladder
2+ Central - high backed close unrounded /»/
('élh}_zb‘) /xank/ - bean
(nite) /na?/ - armadillo
(tefo1) /#4%8/ - older sister. aunt
high open unrounded /o/ ,
(7ek?) /2% k/ = majahua (inner bark of a tree)

(pek®) /pek/ - pigeon



EN

(hem) /hemy - 1let's go
(%eks) /“8ks/ -~ corn husk
low close unrounded /a/
(xd2ak™) /ka%ak/ - run
("gnz{-) /9ezfxé.5/ - 1lightning
(?0dd«m) /70déery/ - 1ip
(28) /n3/ - curl
low backed open rrounded VEY4
(xhooxh) /k5%9k/ - ‘mamey
(nom) /wow - 1lime
(ko?9p%) k0% - no
(p:;"O) /P:;"O/ "= benk of a river
(poeh) /pod/ - people with “mal del pinto”
3, Back - high close rounded /u[
_ nigh onen rounded /v/
(nud) /mud/ - eprouted
(raU%) /mUx/ - nushroon
(mUtsXx?) /mifk/ - eonall
\rue ta)\ /mus¢/ - make ndobe
(putek?) /puwfk/ - navel
| low close rounded /o/
loy open rounded /V/
(po8) /po¥/ - a sicknese
(pof) /pox/ - guave
(x08) /x0%/ strike with the hénd
(ko) /xox/ knee
(mOte) /mOg/ - o wrapping
(poen) /p0@é/ - wall
(pot?) /pot/ - to burst
(p()a"o) /p6%o/ - moon
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C. Prosodic Phonemes.
1. Length -(2)

(no%) /n£>>‘:/ - enter, pass
(9535) /noex/ -- ground
(§08) /xpx/ - clothes
(80°8) /xo0°x/ - a large snake
(pat) /pat/ - a climb
(pact) /past/ - Peter
(po§) /poxd - guava
{po-8) ‘/po-x/ - a knot (in rope, etc.)
(hut) /nut/ - cave
(huet) huet/ - pull it out .
(2it) at/ - o sew |
(niet) aet/ - =2 tree (certain species)
(Boiky) /noilky/ - powder (for guns)
(nos iky) /mo-iky/ - érow
(pit) /pit/ - roll it up
(pi-t) /pi-t/ - make thread
(tun) /tuy - a nill

ot 1!

(tusn) /tuen/ - water gourd
2. Stress - _

(p820om) /pS*om/ - sickness
(po2dm) /po°dm/ - _on the bank (of a river)
(nyéhkigity) /hyéhk@zgtm/ - we'll give it to him
(nyahkié!ty) /hynhknzétx/ - I'll finish

(kIné) Jlaené/ - is 1t cooked
(kI-we) /kf-ws/ - it is cooked

ized loan words from Spanish,

(2) 1In the present paper, 1 have chosen to write the long

vowels, as above, withthe faised dot following them, gor
both ecientific and practical ends they could also be

written as double vowele,



