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Bibliography (mostly DRC, plus Central Africa and other topics) 

 

Find: 

 

Suggested Pleasure Reading 

 

Into Africa: the Epic Adventures of Stanley & Livingstone by Martin Dugard 

The River Congo: the Discovery, Exploration, and Exploitation of the World’s Most 

Dramatic River by Peter Forbath 

King Leopold’s Ghost by Adam Hochschild 

In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz: Living on the Brink of Disaster in Mobutu’s Congo by 

Michela Wrong 

King Leopold’s Dream by Jeremy Gavron 

The Graves are Not Yet Full: Race, Tribe, and Power in the Heart of Africa by Bill 

Berkeley 

The Skull Beneath the Skin: Africa After the Cold War by Mark Huband 

The African Dream: the Diaries of the Revolutionary War in the Congo by Ernesto 

“Che” Guevara 

L'Evangile et la culture de la honte en Afrique occidentale, 130p. Dr Hannes Wiher 

(COM cours)  

 

 

Africa 

 

British Broadcast Company (2005), BBC News, UK Edition.(12 July 2005 

 <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/default.stm>  

 

Current headlines and their stories covering news from the African continent.  In 

English and many other languages.  Updated daily. 

 

 

Gordon, April, Donald L. Gordon. 1996. Understanding Contemporary Africa 2ns ed. 

 London: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

 

 Gives a description of African politics and economics.  It also talks about family 

and kinship, aids and women and development.  There is also a chapter on 

religion and African literature.  It gives a general overview of African culture. 

 

Gordon, Raymond G. Jr. (ed.), 2005. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth 

edition. Dallas, Tex.: SIL International.(12 July 2005) 

< http://www.ethnologue.com/> 

 

This volume includes names of languages listed by country. It has maps that 

show where languages are located, gives alternate names for languages, 

http://www.ethnologue.com/
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estimates religious affiliations, and gives explanations for genetic family 

relationships for larger language families. 

 

Grebe, Karl and Fon, W.  1995.  African Traditional Religion and Christian Counseling.  

Cameroon: Bamenda – Nkwen. 

 

This paper discusses the African view of the spirit world and its relationship to 

Christian counseling.  Topics include (1) the worldview of African traditional 

religion, (2) Christianity and the African worldview, (3) the Biblical view of 

spiritual realities, (4) interpreting ATR in view of Scripture, and (5) implications 

for Christian communication and counseling. 

 

Hartford Web Publishing (2005), World History Archives: The History of Central 

 Africa as a Whole. (12 July 2005) 

  < http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/35/index-i.html>  

 

This webpage provides a framework of links to articles discussing retrospective 

history, contemporary political history, economic and social history, and IT, 

media, and telecommunications history of Central Africa as a whole.  Also has 

links to articles on the general history of Central Africa and World History 

Archives.  This is mostly a forum for recent news clips and short articles in non-

mainstream publications.  Many articles have a very liberal slant.  Generally not 

much depth to the material. 

 

Nurse, D.  “The Contributions of Linguistics to the Study of History in Africa.”  

Journal of African History 38, no. 3 (1997): 393-422. 

 

Nzongola-Ntalaja, Georges. 2002. The Congo: From Leopold to Kabila A Peoples 

History. London: Zed Books 

 

 This book gives a description of the Congolese quest for freedom and prosperity 

from Imperialism and the establishment of European rule to the Mobutu regime 

and covers the conflict in the Great Lakes region. 

 

Sayer, Jeffery A., Harcourt, Caroline S., and Collins, N. Mark, eds.  1992.  The 

Conservation atlas of tropical forests: africa.  New York:  Simon and Schuster. 

 

This is a compilation of various maps covering the continent.  Maps topics 

include geopolitical, historical (internal and external influences), people and 

language groups, and principally economic, with major industry, import, and 

export products as they relate to preservation or exploitation of natural resources 

with emphasis on forest use, health, type, and preservation/exploitation. 

 

http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/35/index-i.html
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Summer Institute of Linguistics (2005), SIL Bibliography: Country index. (12 July 

 2005).  <http://www.ethnologue.com/country_index_bibl.asp>  

  

 This document includes names of languages listed by country. It also has maps 

that show where languages are located.  It also gives alternate names for 

languages. 

 

 

Bantu Language Family 
"Bantu Languages." LoveToKnow 1911 Online Encyclopedia. 2003, 2004 LoveToKnow 

(25 July 2005) <http://55.1911encyclopedia.org/B/Ba/Bantu_Languages.htm>  

  

 This gives an overview of the Bantu languages and their characteristics. It is an 

older article.  The terms used are not politically correct. 

 

Bastin, Yvonne, Coupez, André, and Mann, Michael.  (1999).  Continuity and 

divergence in the Bantu languages.  (Annales sciences humaines, vol 162.) 

Tervuren: Musée Royale du Afrique Centrale. 

 

Bendor Samuel, John. (1984).  The Niger-Congo Languages. University Press of 

 America: New York 

 

            This book gives an overview of the Niger Congo family.  It has charts and      

            diagrams showing relations to each other.  Has a chapter on Bantoid languages. 

 

The Encyclopedia (2005), Bantu Languages. (25 July 2005)        

            <http://www.encyclopedia.com> (25 July 2005) 

  

 This article gives basic information on the Bantu languages.  It describes the 

basic features found in Bantu languages and where they are located and the 

characteristics of the language family. 

 

Greenberg, Joseph H. (1955) Studies in African Linguistic Classification. New Haven: 

 The Compass Publishing Company. 

 

 This book gives the distribution of Niger Congo and other language families.  It 

lists similarities in characteristics of Niger- Congo classification. 

 

Guthrie, Malcom.  (1948). The classification of the Bantu languages.  London: Oxford 

University Press for the International African Institute. 

 

Guthrie, Malcom.  (1967/71). Comparative Bantu, 4 vols.  London: Gregg Press. 

  

International African Institute. 1956. Linguistic Survey of the Northern Bantu   

http://www.ethnologue.com/country_index_bibl.asp
http://55.1911encyclopedia.org/B/BA/BANTU_LANGUAGES.htm
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 Borderland Volume One. London : Oxford University Press. 

 

 Lists Northern Bantu languages from the Alantic to the Pacific.  It gives there 

location and relationships along with maps showing their location.  It also gives 

the geographical features of the areas. 

 

Leitch, Myles. Aspects of Multilingualism in the Lingala Zone of Congo. (2005). (25 

 July 2005). <www.sil.org> 

 

MacDougald, Duncan (1944). The Languages and Press of Africa. University of 

 Pennsylvania Press: Philadelphia. 

 

This book lists the principle languages of Africa.  The languages are mapped out 

according to families.  It includes a language census of Africa. It also lists the 

newspapers of Africa. 

 

Maho, Jouni. (2001). The Bantu area: (towards clearing up) a mess.  Africa & Asis, No 

1, pp 40-49.  Dept of Oriental and African Languages, Götenborg University. 

 

Brief discussion of Guthrie’s classification system, its foundation and 

shortcomings.  Compared with Tervuren and SIL systems.  Presents suggestions 

(his ideas and from others) for modifying Guthrie’s system to deal with 

classification changes and additions.  

 

Maho, Jouni Filip. (2002).  Bantu Line-up: Comparative Overview of Three Bantu 

Classifications.  Göteborg University.   

 

A side by side listing of three Bantu classifications by Guthrie, M. (1967/71); 

Bastin, Coupez, and Mann (1999); and Ethnologue SIL (1996).  Only a list of 

language names and classification categories, with a language index.  No 

information on the development of the three systems. Refer to original works for 

those details. 

 

Nurse, Derek. (2001).  A Survey Report for the Bantu Languages.  SIL International.  

From  http://www.sil.org/silesr/2002/016/SILESR2002-016.htm 

 

A brief summary of Bantu historical dispersion and classifications.  Good maps.  

Reference list. 

 

Nurse, Derek, and Philippson, Gérard, eds. (2003). The Bantu Languages.  Routledge: 

London. 

 

Well respected resource on Bantu languages.  Introduction includes sections on 

indentification of and reference to Bantu languages.  Part I includes chapters 

http://www.sil.org/silesr/2002/016/SILESR2002-016.htm
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discussing sounds, phonology, tone,derivation, aspect/tense, morphology and 

syntax, historical linguistics and classification, grammaticalization, contact and 

acquisition.  Part II includes papers describing 17 different Bantu languages and 

a final chapter providing an update of Guthrie’s system. 

 

Olson, Kenneth S. 2004.  An Evaluation of Niger-Congo classification.  SIL Electronic 

 Working Papers, 2004-005. 

 <http://www.sil.org/silewp/2004/silewp2004005.pdf> 

 

This paper examines the presently received classification of the Niger-Congo 

language family, with the aim of evaluating the classification and suggesting 

areas of further research. We find that the exact placement of Ijoid, Kru, and 

Dogon within the Niger-Congo tree remains to be determined and that the unity 

of each of the following nodes needs to be better established: Atlantic, (new) 

Kwa, (new) Benue-Congo, Wide Bantu, Narrow Bantu, and Adamawa-Ubangi. 

The macro classification is based on the method of resemblances, with refining 

based on lexicostatistics paired with the examination of shared innovations. The 

comparative method has mostly been applied at a micro level to specific 

subgroups. A comprehensive reconstruction of Niger-Congo, including the 

establishment of sound laws, remains the major future task. 

 

 

Central African Republic 

 

AllAfrica Global Media (2005), Top Central Africa Headlines. 12 July 2005) 

 <http://allafrica.com/centralafrica/>  

 

Compilation of current news headlines from local African and European 

newspapers covering recent news in Central Africa and elsewhere on the 

continent.  Articles are in English.  Also has separate links to features on 

Sustainable Africa, Peace Africa, and Biztech, and other interesting links to 

various Central African countries. 

 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

 

???  Congo, Democratic Republic of: Language Situation. In Brown, Keith, ed.  2006.  

Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, 2
nd

 edition.  Oxford: Elsevier Ltd, 

pp. ??-30. 

 

______.  Zaire: Country Studies.  Federal Research Division, Library of Congress, Call 

Number DT644 .Z3425 1994.  <<http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/zrtoc.html>>.  

Accessed 27 Jun 2009. 

 

http://allafrica.com/centralafrica/
http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?v3=1&DB=local&CMD=010a+94025092&&CNT=10+records+per+page
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/zrtoc.html
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Online access to report on DRC.  Topics include country profile, historical 

setting, the society and its environment, the economy, government and politics, 

and national security.  Includes chronology of events, name changes list, 

bibliography, and glossary. 

 

______.  1975?  Profiles of Zaïre.  Issued by the President of the Republic of Zaire’s 

office, B.P. 3092 Kinshasa.   

 

Issued to allow Zaire citizens and friends to broaden their knowledge of the 

country, to help them serve or promote the welfare of and progress in Zaire.  An 

overview of peoples, geography, socio-political development, economy, 

religion, etc.  Major sections include Book I The Country, the People,  the 

History of Zaire, Book II The Government, Book III Political and Social 

Philosophy) Book IV Economic Life (National Production and Investments,  

Financial Institutions, Agricultural Development, Sources of Energy and Water 

Distribution, Basic and Transformation Industries, Communication, Tourism 

and Environment), Book V Social Life (Work, Health), Book VI Cultural Life 

(Education, Arts, Sport, Media).  Lots of interesting pictures. 464 pp.  

 

Adelman, K.L.  “The Church-State Conflict in Zaire,” African Studies Review, 18, No. 

1, April 1975, 103-16. 

 

African Mail, formerly West African Mail (Liverpool). 

 

Amselle, J. and E. M’Bokolo, eds.  Au coeur de l’ethnie.   

 

Anderson, Ephraim. Messianic Popular Movements in the Lower-Congo.  Uppsala: 

Studia Ethnographica Uppsaliensia, 1958. 

 

An exhaustive examination of religious groups that challenged Belgian colonial 

rule. 

 

Asch, Susan.  L’Église du Prophète Kimbangu: De ses Origines à son rôle actuel au 

Zaire, 1921-1981.   Paris : Editions Karthala, 1983. 

 

Benedetto, R., ed.  Presbyterian Reformers in Central Africa : A Documentary Account 

of the American Presbyterian Congo Mission and the Human Rights Struggle in 

the Congo, 1890-1918.  Leiden:  E.J. Brill, 1996. 

 

Bobb, F. Scott. 1999.  Historical dictionary of the Democratic Republic of Congo  

 (Zaire). (African Historical Dictionaries, 76). Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow 

 Press, Inc. 
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A series of dictionary entries with details on places, people, industries, history, 

politics, economics, religion, literature and the arts related to country history and 

development.  A handy reference guide.  Also contains an extensive 

bibliography used to provide details of entries. 

 

Boone, O.  Carte ethnique de la République du Zaire: quart sud-ouest.  Tervuren : 

Musée royal d’Afrique centrale, 1973. 

 

Boone, O.  Carte ethnique du Congo:  quart sud-est.  Tervuren : Musée royal de 

l’Afrique centrale, 1961. 

 

Bustin, E.  A Study Guide for Congo-Kinshasa.  Boston:  Boston University, African 

Studies Cener, 1970. 

 

Central Intelligence Agency (2005), The World Factbook: Democratic Republic of the 

 Congo. 12 July 2005.

 <http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/cg.html>  

  

 A fact list covering topics of geography (land use and resources), people 

 (mortality/health, ethnic groups, language, religion), government (structure, 

 political parties), economy (GDP, labor, resources, exports), communications, 

 transportation, military, and transnational issues 

 

The Congo News Letter (Boston). 

 

De Saint Moulin, L.  “Conscience nationale et indentités ethniques.  Contribution à une 

culture de paix’, Congo-Afrique, XXXVIII (330) (December 1998) : 587-630. 

 

The Encyclopedia (2005), The Democratic Republic of The Congo   

 (25 July 2005) <http://www.encyclopedia.com>  

  

 This article gives basic information on the history and development of 

 Democratic Republic of Congo.  It also talks about the geography of Democratic 

 Republic of Congo with special attention to its river system.  It also explains the 

 economic impact of the river system on Congo.  

 

Ehret, C.  1982.  Linguistic inferences about early Bantu history.  In: the Archaeological 

and Linguistic Reconstruction of African History.  (C. Ehret and M. Posnansky, 

eds.)  Berkeley: University of California Press. 

 

Fabian, J.  1983.  “Missions and the Colonization of African Languages.” Canadian 

Journal of African Studies 17 (2): 165-87. 

 

Overview of linguistic policy, evangelism, and colonial control in Belgian Congo. 

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/cg.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/search.asp?target=@DOCKEYWORDS%20afrpg&unkey=afrpg
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Fabian, J.  Language and Colonial Power: the Appropriation of Swahili in the Former 

Belgian Congo, 1880-1938.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986.   

 

Fegley, Randall. 1993. The Congo. (World Bibliographic Series, 162). Oxford: Clio 

 Press. 

 

General overview of statistics and facts on the country (geography, environment 

and climate, flora and fauna, history, ethnic groups, political and social 

institutions including health care, and economy).  Most segments are 2-3 pages 

in length and contain bibliography lists of select items covering the topics 

mentioned above, with 1-2 cited items per topic.  The introduction has an 

interesting, 30 page summary of country history.   

 

Gründer, Horst.  “Christian Missionary Activities in Africa in the Age of Imperialism 

and the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885.”  In Förster, S., W.J. Mommsen, and 

R. Robinson, Bismarck, Europe, and Africa: The Berlin Africa Conference 

1884-1885 and the Onset of Partition.  London:  Oxford University Press, 1988. 

 

Fourche, T., and H. Morlighem.  1973.  Une Bible noire.  Brussels : Max Arnold. 

 

Heymans, V.  « Les noms vernaculaires des essences forestières du domaine forestier-

colonie du district du Maniéma. »  Bukavu : AIMO, n.d.  Manuscript. 

 

Horton, Robin.  Carte linguistique du Congo belge.  ARSOM, Coll. in 8°, Vol. 19, No. 

5.  Brussels, 1950. 

 

Journal of African History. 

 

Kadima, K., H.-M. Mutombo, M. Bokula, K. Kabuyaya, P. Mbula, and N. 

Tshimbombo.  Atlas Linguistique de L’Afrique Centrale: Le Zaire.  Paris:  

ACCT/CERDOTOLA, 1983. 

 

Kuvuna ku Konde Mwela.  1984.  Kinkulu dia Dibundu (CMA history).  Boma, Zaire: 

Communauté Evangélique de l’Alliance au Zaire. 

 

La Belgique Colonial (Brussels). 

 

Laman, K.E.  1912.  Grammar of the Kongo Language.  New York: Christian Alliance. 

 

_____.  1936.  Dictionnaire Kikongo-Français.  Brussels: Institut Royal Colonial Belge 

(republished in 1964 by Gregg Press).   

 

Le Congo Illustré (Brussels). 
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Lhoas, J.  Liste alphabétique des noms vernaculaires, noms communs et scientifiques 

des arbres et arbrisseaux du Katanga.  Elisabethville, 1948. 

 

Martin, Marie-Louise.  Kinbangu : An African Prophet and His Church.  Grand Rapids, 

MI:  Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1976.  Translated by D.M. Moore. 

 

M’Bokolo, E.  Affonso 1er: le roi chrétien de l’ancien Congo.  Paris: ABC, 1975. 

 

Miller, J.C.  Cokwe Expansion, 1850-1900 (Madsion, Wis., University of Wisconsin, 

African Studies Program, 1969).  

 

Moeller de Laddersous, A.  Les Grandes Lignes des migrations des Bantous de la 

province orientale du Congo belge.  Brussels :  Insititut royal colonial belge, 

1936.   

 

Morel, E.D.  Numerous resources.  

 

Mukenge, Tshilemalema.  Culture and customs of the Congo.  Westport, CT:  

Greenwood Press, 2002.   

 

Nation Master (2004), The Democratic Republic of Congo . (25 July 2005) 

<http://www.nationmaster.com/country/cg> 

 

This web site gives basic facts on Democratic Republic of Congo.  It has a map 

and gives charts of the age distribution as well as facts on government, 

geography, transportation, health and more.  It also gives an estimate on literacy 

for both male and female 

 

Nicolai, J.  Le Kwilu: etude géographique d’une region congolaise (Bruxelles, 

CEMUBAC, 1963).   

 

Nsondé, J.  « Christianisme et religion traditionnelle en pays kongo aux dixseptième-

dixhuitième siècles, » Cahiers d’Études Africaines  [Paris[, 128, Nos. 32-34, 

1992, 705-11. 

 

Olson, Ken.  Interviewed by Dana Polacsek and Heather Filyes on 26 July 2005. 

  

 In the interview we discussed travel in Democratic Republic of Congo and 

Congo as well as levels of education, geography, demographic information and 

other general information. 

 

Pakenham, T. 1991.  The Scramble for Africa: white man’s conquest of the dark 

continent from 1876 to 1912.  New York: Avon Books. 
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Recounts select historical events of conquest, resistance, and reform during a 

time period when imperialism by European and other powers drove exploration 

and exploitation throughout the continent.  This source may provide some 

interesting background of events in the areas known today as Republic of Congo 

and Democratic Republic of the Congo; chapters 1, 9, 18, 22, 24, 29, 32, 35, and 

37 may be of particular interest in describing the colonial powers activities in 

central Africa. 

 

Plancquaert, M.  Les Jaga et les Bayaka du Kwango (Bruxelles, IRCB, 1932). 

 

Roberts, A.F.  ‘History, Ethicity and Change in the “Christian Kingdom” of 

Southeastern Zaire,’ in L. Vail (ed.), The Creation of Tribalism in Southern 

Africa, Berkeley, CA:  University of California Press, 1989. 

 

Samarin, W.J.  The Black Man’s Burden:  African Colonial Labor on the Congo and 

Ubangi Rivers, 1880-1900.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1989. 

 

Springer, J.M.  Christian Conquests in the Congo (New York, Methodist Book 

Concern, 1927). 

 

Tayler, Jeffrey. 2000.  Facing the Congo: a modern-day journey into the heart of 

darkness.  New York: Three Rivers Press. 

 

Former Peace Corps Volunteer (Ukraine) facing an identity crisis decides to take 

a pirogue down the Congo River from Kisangani to Kinshasa.  Interesting 

details of his preparation in the US and in Brazzaville, crossing into the DRC, 

who he meets and how he gets on a Colonel’s barge up to Kisangani, and his trip 

downriver.  Interesting photos and comments on local life and the people he 

meets. 

 

Van Bulck, Gaston.  Carte linguistique.  ARSOM, General Atlas of the Congo, Ser. in 

4°.  Brussels, 1954. 

 

_____.  Les recherché linguistiques au Congo belge.  ARSOM, Coll. in 8°, Vol. 16.  

Brussels, 1948. 

 

Vansina, Jan.  Introduction à l’ethnographie du Congo (Kinshasa, Editions 

Universitaires du Congo, 1966). 

 

Wilkie, David S. 1996. "Logging in the Congo: Implications for indigenous foragers 

and farmers." In Leslie E. Sponsel, Thomas N. Headland and Robert C. Bailey 

(eds.), Tropical deforestation: The human dimension, 230-47. New York: 

Columbia University Press. 
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Williams, Dawn Bastian, et al.  1995. Zaire. (World Bibliographic Series, 176). Oxford: 

 Clio Press. 

 

General overview of statistics and facts on the country (geography, environment 

and climate, flora and fauna, history, ethnic groups, political and social 

institutions including health care, and economy).  Most segments are 2-3 pages 

in length and contain bibliography lists of select items covering the topics 

mentioned above, with 1-2 cited items per topic.  The introduction has an 

interesting, 30 page summary of country history.   

 

Van der Kerken, G.  L’Ethnie mongo.  Brussels: Institut royal colonial belge, 1944. 

 

Vasina.  Introduction à l’ethnographie du Congo.  1966. 

 

Verhulpen, E.  Baluba et Balubaïses du Katanga.  Anvers:  Editions de l’Avenir Belge, 

1936. 

 

 

 

Language Development 

 

Lewis, M. Paul. 1999. "Language (Development) as Particle, Wave, and Field." Notes 

on Sociolinguistics. 4(1):3-19. 

 

Paper describing viewpoints on language development following format and 

analogy of Kenneth Pike’s paper on language as particle, wave, field.  All three 

views are useful in characterizing language development.  Language 

development as particle-view involves a bottom-up approach and is best 

characterized by the Ethnologue, using family tree relationships and general 

view languages as isolated or distinct units.  Language development as wave-

view describes languages in the process of change, with discussion of free 

variation and sociolinguistic factors as conditioning variables.  Language 

development as field-view favors a top-down approach within the society or 

region where the linguistic system operates, considering social and linguistic 

structures.  Reference to diglossia.   

 

Lingala 

 

Leitch, Myles.  ????.  Aspects of multilingualism in the Lingala zone of (Rep. of) 

Congo.   

 

Evaluation of Lingala bilingualism as it impacts potential ethnic language 

programs in central Africa on regional and national levels.  Understanding 



 12 

systematic and motivational reasons for this multilingualism.  Functional, 

symbolic, institutional, policy-related (political) and geographical aspects of 

French, Lingala, and patois languages in the multilingual system.  Survey office 

has typed paper copy. 

 

Lingala language, From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Retrieved from 

"http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lingala_language" 

 

Sections on Lingala language history, variations, sounds, grammar, and writing system.  

Bibliography and other links included. 

 

 

Mission Cross-culturally 

Wiher, Dr. Hannes. 2007.  La conscience axée sur la honte et la culpabilité : Une clé 

pour le ministère transculturel.  Cours d’Orientation Missionnaire (COM).   

 

En français.  Définition de la mission, communication, la culture, 

communication transculturelle, et orientation de la conscience.  Références 

bibliques pour chaque axée.  Bibliographie. 

 

Munukutuba 

 

Lambrick, Gabrielle.  2006.  The Munukutuba New Testament dedication, Pointe Noire, 

4 Feb 2006.  SIL-Congo. 

 

A copy of her newsletter describing the Kituba NT dedication ceremony. 

 

 

The Republic of Congo 

 

The Answers Web page (2005), Republic of the Congo. (25 July 2005 

            < http://www.answers.com/>  

  

This page gives general facts on Congo.  It tells about the demographic 

information and also about the Republic of Congo’s telephone system.  It also 

gives links to other pages on the Congo.   

 

Central Intelligence Agency (2005), The World Factbook: Republic of the Congo. 12 

 July 2005). <http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/cf.html>  

 

A fact list covering topics of geography (land use and resources), people 

(mortality/health, ethnic groups, language, religion), government (structure, 

political parties), economy (GDP, labor, resources, exports), communications, 

transportation, military, and transnational issues. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lingala_language
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/cf.html
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Communicating With Congolese, (2005). (25 July 2005 

            < http://cp.settlement.org/english/congo/commun.html> 

 

 This page gives a brief description of how many languages and dialects are 

spoken in Congo.  It also mentions Lingala and gives some words in Lingala and 

French.  It also mentions some of the culture of Congo as well 

 

Congo, Brazzaville, (2003). (25 July 2005) 

            <ww.ethnonet-africa.org/data/congo/genpop.htm>  

  

 This website is in French but can be translated into English.  It gives a chart of 

the linguistic groups of Congo.  It includes the dialects of Teke.  It also lists the 

population numbers and percentages of Teke 

 

Decalo, Samuel, et al. 1996. Historical dictionary of the Congo. (African Historical 

Dictionaries, 69). Lanham, MD: The Scarecrow Press, Inc. 

 

A series of dictionary entries with details on places, people, industries, history, 

politics, economics, religion, literature and the arts related to Congo history and 

development.  A handy reference guide.  Also contains an extensive 

bibliography used to provide details of entries. 

 

The Encyclopedia (2005), The Republic of Congo. (25 July 2005) 

            <http://www.encyclopedia.com>  

 

This article gives basic information on the Republic of Congo. It gives the 

history of Congo and tells about the land, people and economy of Congo. 

 

Gardner, William L.  (2006).  Language use in the Epena district of Northern Congo.  

SIL International: Dallas, Texas.  silesr2006-005.pdf. 

 

Study goals: 1) inventory languages and dialects spoken in the district; 2) clarify 

relationships with each other and neighboring languages; 3) measure degree of 

intelligibility between speakers of different varieties, especially among the 

Bomitaba people; 4) investigate language use situations; and 5) provide basics 

for recommending need and desirability for a vernacular literacy project in one 

or more languages of the district if needed.  Wordlist, short stories, and 

sociolinguistic questionnaires used in two 1988 and 1989 surveys.  Wordlist 

results indicate there are five village languages, Bomitaba, Babole, Bambenga, 

Bongili, and Yaswa, some with various dialects.  The Bomitaba seem to have 

high intelligibility of Northern and Central dialects.  The Bomitaba use their 

own language at home; French is used in schools and with the government.  

Lingala is often used in contacts with non-Bomitaba.  The author recommends a 
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single vernacular literacy project for the Bomitaba in either the Northern 

(Matoko) dialect or the Central (Epena) dialect. 

 

Gauze, Rene. 1973.  The Politics of Congo- Brazzaville. Stanford: Hoover Institution 

Press Stanford University. 

 

This book describes Congolese and political leaders through Youlou's downfall.  

It also mentions their foreign relations. 

 

Julian, Ruth.  Discipleship in the shadow of change: tradition, modernity, and 

discipleship in the Bakongo context.  A Dissertation presented to the faculty of 

the E. Stanley Jones School of World Mission and Evangelism, Asbury 

Theological Seminary.   

 

An evaluation of Bakongo worldview was done using participant 

observation and ethnographic interviewing of 114 people, including 65 who 

attend the Église de l’Alliance Chrétienne et Missionnaire du Congo (ÉACMC) 

and 45 Christians from other churches, and three unchurched people. This 

interview explored six areas of the Bakongo worldview: view of reality, human 

nature, individual and community participation, time and space, life and death, 

and desires and fears. Evaluation, based on these six areas, showed that, 

although much culture change among the Bakongo has happened, tradition has 

proven to be tenacious in the face of globalized modernity.  

It is in this context that the dissertation evaluates MasterLife, a 

discipleship program used among the Bakongo.  [The evaluation of MasterLife 

does not really pertain to us, and I skipped reading most of this.] 

 

Kourata, Guy.  2007. Caracteristiques des langues Bantu du Congo.   

 

En français.  Major sections include phonologie, accords grammaticaux, des pronoms 

référentiels,  et dérivations. 

 

Leitch, Miles.  2004.  Langue et dialecte au sud du district d’Epena.  SIL International. 

L’enquête a été entreprise dans les buts suivants : (1) préciser l’identité de la 

langue parlée au sud d’Epena, le Bomitaba Sud [BS], par rapport à la langue 

parlée au nord d’Epena, le Bomitaba Nord [BN]; (2) vérifier le niveau de 

compréhension du parler d’Epena par la population du sud ; (3) décrire la 

variation lexicale et phonologique du BS pour ainsi en délimiter les dialectes ; 

(4) vérifier l’intercompréhension presque totale attestée parmi lis villages BS ; 

(5) observer et analyser les habitudes linguistiques de la population BS en ce qui 

concerne le lingala et le français ; et (6) collecter des données sociologiques, 

démographiques, et historiques, afin d’identifier les variables qui jouent dans la 

variation linguistique et l’intercompréhension. 
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Leitch, M. and J. Ndamba.  Congo, Republic of: Language Situation. In Brown, Keith, 

ed.  2006.  Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, 2
nd

 edition.  Oxford: 

Elsevier Ltd, pp. 30-33. 

 

Brief discussion of Lingala and Munukutuba zone vernacular languages, 

multilingualism, and language situation in Brazzaville.  Paper copy in Congo- 

Brazza language survey office. 

 

Mcdonald, Gordon, Donald W. Bernier, Lyle E. Brenneman, Eilee M. Colligan, Wayne 

A. Culp, Miacherl L. Meissenburg, Violeta Paradis. 1971. Area Handbook for 

the People's Republic of the Congo (Congo Brazzaville).  Washington, D.C.: 

U.S. Government Printing Office. 

 

 This book gives a summary of country, government, topography, brief 

description of language and religion.  It also mentions air transport and labor and 

communications.  There is also a brief description of the Teke people. 

 

Nation Master (2004), The Republic of Congo. (25 July 2005) 

 <http://www.nationmaster.com/country/cg>  

  

 This web site gives basic facts on the Republic of Congo.  It has a map and gives 

charts of the age distribution as well as facts on government, geography, 

transportation, health and more.  It also gives an estimate on litteracy for both 

male and female. 

 

People Groups of Congo (2005), People Groups of Congo. (25 July 2005) 

          <http://www.peoplegroups.org/MapSearch.aspx?country=Congo>  

 

 Gives a brief profile of the Teke people group.  Describes what scripture or 

other Christian resources are available to them. 

 

Recherches Sabine. 

En français.  A summary article written by Sabine Mueri (SIL-Congo) 

summarizing Congo history, politics, economy, religion, demographics, etc.   

 

Thompson, Virginia, Richard Adloff.  1984. Historical Dictionary of the People's 

 Republic of the Congo 2nd ed.  London:  The Scare Crow Press, Inc. 

 

 This book gives a description of most influential persons in the history of 

Congo.  It lists them alphabetically.  It also gives a description of government 

and industry in Congo. 

  

Woods, David R.  1994.  Changing patterns of language utilization in the Republic of 

Congo, in African Languages and Cultures 7, I (1994): 19-35. 
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 The purpose of this paper is to investigate the changing patterns of language 

utilization of the mother tongues, the two national languages, Lingala and 

Munukutuba, and the official language French.  Subjects interviewed included 

men and women in 3 age categories living in Brazza, in towns, or in villages.  

Data are reported on changes in languages claimed as mother tongue from one 

generation to the next, on the repertoires of languages spoken, and on the 

domains in which languages are used.  He concludes (1) the importance of the 

two national languages and French is increasing at the expense of local ethnic 

languages (mother tongues) both among younger subjects and in more urbanized 

residences; (2) the language repertoires of younger subjects generally include a 

national language and French in addition to the mother tongue; (3) Men know 

and use more French than do women; (4) the importance of French, national 

language, and mother tongue varies with domain and with age; and (5) Congo is 

a country in linguistic transition. 

 

Scripture Impact/Use 
 

Hill,  Margaret.  Guide for Scripture Use Assessment and other practical SU research. 

 

Basic information on designing a research project, geared specifically to SU research, 

but applicable to other subjects as well.  Topics include placing scripture use assessment 

in the larger translation program, types of research, writing a purpose statement, 

information sources, designing interview questions, and gathering, recording, and 

managing data. 

 

Teke  
 

Krafft, Lydia, a. <Lydia_Krafft@sil.org> (2005), Re: Strategy formulation worksheet 

for  Teke  <010401c58c28$8a866090$4564a8c0@krafftlydia> 14 July. 

  

 Reply to Lydia Krafft from Ruth Raharimanatsoa about questions regarding 

Christianity and Scripture use among the Teke, translation/checking work, the 

Jesus film, bilingualism in Lingala, and partnerships in translation 

 

Krafft, Lydia, b.  <Lydia_Krafft@sil.org> (2005), Re: teke project  

 <00b401c58db0$8d720eb0$69bafea9@krafftlydia> 18 July. 

 

Response to questions from Lydia Krafft to her colleague Andrea Ebengue-

Waldschmidt concerning work done in Teke language and which dialects have 

been chosen for various projects. 
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Krafft, Lydia, c.  <Lydia_Krafft@sil.org> (2005), Re: teke project 

 <007901c58c28$435372d0$4564a8c0@krafftlydia> 18 July. 

 

 Response to email from Lydia Krafft to Erica Dekker concerning history of 

survey among Teke people.  Ms. Dekker provides names of other possible 

contacts. 

 

Krafft, Lydia, d.  <Lydia_Krafft@sil.org> (2005), Fw: friend from room no 

 1<001001c58c4c$6652c230$69bafea9@krafftlydia> 19 July. 

 

Answers to various questions about previous workers and partners in the 

language program, numbers of speakers, bilingualism in Lingala, and literacy 

and translation work to date. 

 

Leitch, Myles. <myles_leitch@sil.org> (2005), Fw: a survey class project - Teke < 

 <001301c58eac$cafffba0$4702a8c0@MYLESL> 22 July. 

 

Email to Pauline Linton forwarding questions asked by Dana Polacsek.  Lists 

names of others who have worked in the area and with the Teke people on 

various aspects of the language and on translation projects. 

 

Teke Dictionary,(2000). (25 July 2005) 

  <http://www.cbold.ddl.ish-lyon.cnrs.fr/>  

  

 This site is the Teke dictionary.  The dictionary is in French and Teke. 

 

Vansina, Jan. 1973. The Tio Kingdom of The Middle Congo. New York: Oxford 

 University Press. 

 

 This book is good for the history of the Teke people.  The book covers the 

demographic information back to the 1880's.  It explains their way of life and 

trade system before the 1970's.  

 

 


