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MORPHO PHONEMIC WRITING IN CUICATECO
by Marjorie Davis and Peggy Walker

1. Phonemics
1,1 Consonants
Models are non-contrastive one component.

Stop! t t§ k kw 2|

- voiced after Nasals

Fricative {b d& s x%

Close-lateral-open jm n 1 T y

1.2 Vowels
One model with two components, nasal and non-nasal

1 e a o u

i ¢ ¢ 2 ¥

1,3 Tones

o-.“

2. Morphophonemics includes Metathesis, tone change, vowel harmony, stem suppletion
' and addition and subtraction,
‘ 2.1 Metathesis,

The glottal stop (?) metathesizes with an adjacent consonant to form a permit-
ted consonant cluster., It is symbolized by ?

Ex. nt - 2ITtST > n2teitss thave sowed!
? - ntUGtST > n2toutst thave awakened others!

2.2 Tone changes are of two types, phonological and morphological.
4 LY

Phonological symbols: -

Morphological symbols: * = ** (boldface)

The numbers 1, 2, and 3 (1reférring to high tone, 2 referring to low tone,

and 3 referring to low tone) occuring after the tone marks refer to their basic
tone with =1, *} , =/, and **! having high tone as their basic tone, -

with “2, %2, 2, and **2 having mid tone as their basic tone; with ’3, =3, *3,
and =3, having low tone as their basic tone.

. 2.2.1 Phonological changes are regressive within the word and progressive and re-
gressive between words and between words and phrase-final prefixes.

.

] Regressive tone changes within the word occur with verb prefixes

n{2 -ndn?tod-4% "you have stretched®

ni’2 -ng -da*? -n?t3I -de Myou have fixed"
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Progressive and regressive tone changes occur between words
Progressive: y§?§ n?t¥#32  "good sun"

‘ 7144 nf £ "This little one"
Regressive: 2kwefl yadwd "pretty grass"
Progressive and regressive?:

284mf TtIDng® 7xdh  "this one bull"

Progressive and regressive tone changes between words and phrase-final
Suffix:

kéndé - d82  myou familiar remained"
kone® - yA "The people are remaining"

2,2,2 Morphemic tone changes

The lst person singular marker is indicated by raising the tone on the final
stem vowel one level unless it is already high. If the preceding tone is not
a level lower than the final lst person singular tone marker, then the pre-
ceding tone or tones are perturbed.

ta?42 - "my hand"

ntiikd2 - "with me"

ntd¥3 - "I spoke"

1375 7k433 - "This hand of mine"

2.3 Vowel Harmony

Two types of vowel harmony occur, optional in the verb prefixes and obligatory
in verb stems with the phrase~final 1st person inclusive human suffix.
2,3.1 Optional progressive complete vowel harmony:

nd2-nA-a22-kaakd 2~ nfe-nt -di-kouk¥ 2 "I have adorned
' : others"
nt-kz-nt342 «~ni-ki-ntad’?

2.3.,2 Obligatory vowe hla‘\rmomr occurs in Morphemes with phrase-final 1lst person plural
inclusive hum'é'%? the preceding morpheme or sequence of two morphemes.,

Morphophonemic vowel symbolss

Iforiyo ‘l_\._fof aye
E for edo AA for aayei
A for apo

U for uyo
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Examples: (inclusive forms)
?]?}?  "We ere showing"
T -7neenB? 'We are peeling"
T -4i - kGuvA? ‘"we are tightening"
JAT "we are buying"
I -xu -n?th7AI "we are opening"
tE?%? "our hands"
nkk? "our faces"
tE4%7?  "we supported"
chiRk0? "our mother"
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2,3.3 Verd stem and verb-word suppletion occurs in classes R, S, T, Wy, Y, Z with
vowel stem suppletion in class R and verb-word tone suppletion in classes S - Ze

2.3.3¢1 Vowel suppletion occurs in approximately 65 verbs in class R and is sym=
bolized with the same morphemic vowel symbols as section 2¢3.2 with the addition

of
A for adu

& for a)i
Ifori)u
ll_for udi

?é',é, - @& '"you (familiar) are £illing"

x00 - ¢8 "you (familiar) are throwing"

x00 nf - @¢ "you (familiar) are bathing yourself"
x.lé‘?é - de "you (familiar) are going"

xp?] - 48 "you (familiar) are drinking

xiL ntl - 48 ‘fyou (familiar) are digging"

xAfino -48 "you (familiar) are running."

?AinA B3¢ -d8 "you (familiar) are hearing."

XUy (b1) ~43 ‘"you (familiar) are being able"

x11 (yh) "It is drying."

2436342 Tone suppletion occurs in verb-word classes 8 - z in approximately 300 verbs.

(P) - potential, (Pt) - past, (Pr) - present, (RP) - remote past

Class S: # ni{ -3 "you will hunt" (P)
# m"iw:‘l -3 "you hunted" (Pt)

Class t: # d]jnb -de "you will squeeze" (P)
ni-df{nt -4 "you have squeezed" (R.P.)
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: Class W ki-(kE)-7njj ~48 "you will carry" (P)
- "1-k3-7n(f -48  "you are carrying® (Pr)
nI-k 7nj} -48 "you have carried" (R.P.)
Class X: da-?kMinT -4  "you will chew" (P)
 1-43-7kWdnI -de  "you are chewing" (Pt)
n-af-7kdin{ ~48 "you have chewed (RP)
Class Y: ki3-ni-nkw§g-de "you will stand it up (P)
t¥T-nd-nkwfé -4 ‘“you stood it up" (Pv)
n{-ni-nkugg -4  "you have stood it upn
Class 21 # -4I3xiiki -d8 "you will cure" (P)
+-aTixt1ké -48 "you are curing" (Pr)
# -4IixIikiG -48 ‘you cured" (Pt)
nI-41IxiTkd -45 '"you have cured" (RP)
2,4 Addition and subtraction.

Addition
The off glide /i/ 4s added between a morpheme ending in /a/ and a morpheme
beginning with /fy/. :

n33 +v3% >n§4iy§§  "ghorpy face"
Subtraction
Final Consonant-vowel is subtracted in certain verb stexﬁs in Class t.
’ # =203 (Pr) kefQ? nd(P) > 2§ (nd)  tary!
x-57§ (Pr) kegy? m (P)) ZKGR(nd)  “eay"
x-IT (Pr) k-GEI (P) k-uu (BI) "ableM



