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In accordance with the General Alphabet of Cameroonian Languages adopted on
March 9, 1979 the proposed alphabet of the V ute language contains the following letters.

Alphabet of the Vute language
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Vowsels:
Phoneme | Allophone | Grapheme Example
/i/ 1 bini to catch
[1] [bit™ ti] braided (of hair)
e/ e be place, spot, there
[e] [tfene] chicken
[jet'ti ni] | toreproach
/il t bin round, complete
/a/ 9 bdm calf of leg
/al a Ham ni to roast
/u/ u vung €gg
[v] [gon” ni] | tobuy
/o/ 0 Hom ni to bandage
[o] [3n” ni] to warm oneself
/ol ) 5k ni to break (accidentally)
Length: All vowels may be lengthened; length is marked by a double vowel.

ii gii hope

ee lee ni to throw

i liim ni to extinguish

99 gbdd ni to burp

aa gaam horn (of animal)
uu guim marriage

00 néom ni to bite many times
29 djsb earth




Diphthongs:

In the central dialect of Vute two diphthongs occur. Three others occur
in the eastern dialect.

el cei alot of, much; very
mvéin millet

ai l1ai all
pain Spear

i til pardon!
mingiin hedgehog

2! yain tired

oi Hoin wet

Nasalization: All vowels may be nasalized. Nasalization is marked with a cedilla
under the vowel.
i mwj one
¢’ he as, since
i ci hunger
9 d33 horse
a ha baggage
u ty ash
Q mvo wild goat
2 H9 mouth
Consonants:
Phoneme | Allophone | Grapheme | Example
/p/ p pé ni to see
/b/ b bi ni to catch
[B] [ngape] their
[b] [ngdb’] they
/6/ §) Har sky
/m/ m mir neck
/mb/ mb mbee salt
/t/ f fén ni toarrive
v/ v vene pain, suffering
/myv/ mv mvii sun
/t/ t tén ni to cut
[t] [wat” ti] to dance




/d/ d dimir honor, riches
/d/ d dim ground egusi seeds
/n/ n nim thing

[n’] [fén” ni] toarrive

] [meip’] god
/nd/ nd ndin ni to do, make
/s/ S s31) ni to hope
N/ 1 lim ni to dive

[r] r toro papaya

[r] bir oil palmtree
tf/ c cfm ni to dig
/d3/ ] jim ni to beat
n/ ny ny5m ni to smoke
/ndz/ nj nju elephant
/j/ y yen ni to becometired
/k/ k kén ni to dam

k] [3K” ni] to break
/g/ g ge ni tocarry

[x] [ndgdyipi] | of leprosy
/n/* ) con food
ng/ ng ngar hand
/w/ w wan ni to dance
/h/ h ham ni to grow
/kp/ kp kp3k ni to help
/gb/ gb ghbi clan
/mmgb/ mgb mgbam small red ants

The notation C” indicates that the consonant is unrel eased.

Labialization: Only asmall number of consonants occur labialized, some only in
certain dialects. Labialization is marked with aw. Only the vowelsi, g,
and a may follow alabialized consonant.

bw bwa time

mw mwar field

fw’ fwen ni to give birth
dw’ dwen ni to close
ndw® ndwii rattan

sw® swi mushroom




Tone:

cw’ cwé death, sorcery

jw® jwa ni to tear off

kw kwii cough

gw gwi wife

ngw ngwa husband

hw' hwam ni to bless
high tone - tim blood
mid tone unmarked | mab louse
low tone ) timni to drown
mid-high unmarked | tim antelope
low-high® ) Hun grass
high-low " bin round, complete
high-mid " min good
high-low-high/ e siim rainy season
high-mid-high

On long vowels, tone is marked (or unmarked) on both vowels.

gii hope lée deep
mvii sun lee wall
lee ni to throw leé intestines
baan ni to ruin yd9 wood, tree
1ée rice bii hatred
Down step is unmarked.
Notes:
1. /ol and /o/ contrast in open syllables and before velar final consonants. /1y/ and /k/,

w

ONO O A

but not elsewhere. The more open allophone [»] of /o/ occurs before bilabia and
alveolar final consonants, but the phoneme /o/ is recognized by V ute speakersonly in
the areas of contrast.

lel isredlized phonetically as [£].

/n/ occursonly initially as aphoneme. Final [n’] isan allophone of /n/ that occursin
the environment following /i/ or diphthongs ending ini.

/n/ occurs only finally following central and back vowels.

Occurs only in the Doume dialect

Occurs only in the eastern and Doume dialects.

Occursonly in the central dialect.

Occursonly in the eastern dialect on a short vowel. Low-high on ashort vowel is
realized aslow tonein the other dialects.



