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SGD�OHMXHM�NQSGNFQ@OGX�FTHCD�
by Njeck Mathaus MBAH 

1. Introduction 
Sghr�o`odq)�oqdrdmsr�`m�nqsgnfq`ogx�fthcd�enq�Ohmxhm+�`�Fq`rrehdkc�A`mst�k`mft`fd�

ronjdm�hm�R`ms`�Rtachuhrhnm+�Ldy`l�Chuhrhnm�ne�sgd�Mnqsgvdrs�Oqnuhmbd+�Qdotakhb�ne�
B`ldqnnm-�Sgd�Ohmxhm�k`mft`fd�g`r�mn�rhfmhehb`ms�cheedqdmbdr�hm�oqnmtmbh`shnm�nq�
unb`atk`qx�vhsghm�vg`s�hr�jmnvm�`r�sgd�Ohmxhm�k`mft`fd�`mc�sgdqdenqd�mn�cheehbtkshdr�hm�
hmsdq,bnloqdgdmrhnm-�Sghr�k`mft`fd�b`m�sgdqdenqd�ad�cdrbqhadc�`r�adhmf�pthsd�
gnlnfdmdntr-��

Ohmxhm�hr�bk`rrhehdc�`r�Fq`rrehdkc+�Mfdla`�hm�@xtj�'088290/(�`knmf�vhsg�A`ets+�
Ltmctl+�L`mjnm+�A`lahkh+�Mjvdm+�`mc�@vhmf-�Hs�hr�etqsgdq�bk`rrhehdc�hm�sgd�Dsgmnknftd�
'Fqhldr+�1///(�`r�A`msnhc+�Rntsgdqm+�Vhcd�Fq`rrehdkcr+�M`qqnv�Fq`rrehdkc+�La`l,
Mj`l+�Mfdla`-�@bbnqchmf�sn�S`rh�'088591(+�sgd�`qd`�vgdqd�Ohmxhm�hr�ronjdm�g`r�`�
rtqe`bd�`qd`�drshl`sdc�`s�`ants�610�rpt`qd�jhknldsdqr�`mc�`�onotk`shnm�ne�nudq�16+///�
hmg`ahs`msr-�

2. Alphabet 
Sgd�Ohmxhm�rdfldms`k�`kog`ads�hr�l`cd�to�ne�14�bnmrnm`msr�`mc�7�unvdkr-�Sgdx�

`qd�qdoqdrdmsdc�adknv�hm�toodq�`mc�knvdq�b`rdr9�
�
@�`+�A�a+�Bg�bg+�C�c+�D�d+�ß�«+�E�e+�F�f+�Fg�fg+�H�h+�´�À+�I�i+�J�j+�K�k+�Ll+�M�m+�Mx�mx+�Ø�

œ+�N�n+�O�o+�Q�q+�R�r+�Rg�rg+�S�s+�Sr�sr+�T�t+ ∏ ÿ+ V�v+�Vª�⁄+�X�x+�Y�y+�Yg�yg+�&-�

2.1 Consonants 
Sgd�bnmrnm`ms�ognmdldr+�sgdhq�`kknognmdr�`mc�fq`ogdldr�`qd�oqdrdmsdc�hm�sgd�

s`akd�adknv-�Vd�`krn�rgnv�sgdhq�trd�hm�u`qhntr�onrhshnmr�hm�sgd�vnqc-�Adb`trd�ne�sgd�
eqdptdmbx�ne�vnqc,ehm`k�.«.�hm�Ohmxhm+�sgd�nmkx�vnqc,hmhsh`k�bnmrnm`ms�hr�fknss`k�rsno-�
�

Ognmdld� @kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� �Hmhsh`k�
Onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
Onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
Onrhshnm�

[p]� o`æs«»�
near 

`on» 
hand 

^^^ 

[p�] 1 

 

O�o�

ot �u�k��  
(be) stupit�

mÀot&tæ��
bundle 

^^^ 

[b] 2 ^^^ mba
a
r�  
mountain 

^^^ 

.a.�

[�] 3  

A�a�

^^^ atab�
  
shoe� 

^^^ 

Zc\ 2� C�c� ^^^ ndnæ�� 

horn 

^^^ .c.�

[l] 
 

K�k� l` �n«»�

clean 

al«‘«‘
m�  
blood� 

^^^ 

                                                           
* The authors want to thank�Mih�Odsdq+�Mx`g�Ingm�`mc�Ltktg�@khbd�enq�sgd�vnqj�sgdx�chc�k`xhmf�sgd�
fqntmcvnqj�enq�sghr�nqsgnfq`ogx�vhsg�sgdhq�o`qshbo`shnm�hm�sgd�Entmc`shnmr�enq�Vqhshmf�bntqrdr�gdkc�ax�RHK�
B`ldqnnm-�Vd�`krn�v`ms�sn�sg`mj�Sdmhmf�Lnmfv`�enq�ghr�gdko�vhsg�bdqs`hm�snmd�oqnakdlr-�
 



�

1��

�  [�]4 Q�q� ^^^ f�r� 

wind�

^^^ 

Zf\ 2� F�f� ^^^ n�u&u 

year 

^^^ .f.�
�
�

Z�\�
�

Fg�fg5� �ha�� 

chest�

n��hu�m� 

ten 

^^^ 

.s.� Zs\� S�s� ta� 

father 

at��h� 

tree�

^^^ 

Zj\� J�j� kumn«»�

cover�

ak�� 
qhmf'ehmfdq(�

^^^ .j.�

[	]6 &� ^^^ apu’u 
rk`ud



zo’ 
rvhl



[z] zob� 

sin� 

az� 

broom 

^^^ .z.�

[dz] 2 

Z z�

^^^ nz`œ«‘ 

balafon 

^^^�

[
]  Yg�yg5� yg`æ&j«» 
vomit 


`ygh&s«�
wisdom


^^^�.
/ 

[d
] 2 I�i� ^^^ njum� 

back


^^^�

.e.� [f] E�e� fa&a 

razor


afu��� 

leaf


^^^�

.r.� [s] R�r� sa�� 

star


n�so�� 

tooth


^^^�

.
/ [
]  Rg�rg� sh`æ�� 

count


ashab� 

comb


^^^�

.ts.� [ts] Sr�sr� tso’o 

partrid�e


ats�’� 

cloth


^^^ 

.t
/ [t
] Bg�bg� cha’t� 

�reet


nchi� 

son�


^^^ 

.l.� [m] L�l� m`¿�

mother


`l«&«�
dew


^^^ 

.m.� [n] M�m� mn» 
drink 

tÕ◊n� 

push 

^^^ 

.�.� [�] Mx�mx� nyaam� 

animal 

anya�� 

buffalo 

^^^ 

.�.� [�] Ø�œ� �u� 

person 

s≠◊�«æ�

 bird 

^^^ 

.v.� [v] V�v� v≠Œfg« 
fail 'u( 

aw�’� 

valley 

^^^ 

.⁄.� [�] Vª�⁄� ⁄ar� 

sew'rddcr( 

�⁄hn� 

thorn tree 

^^^ 

.i.� [j\� X�x� yin� 

walk 

ak�yi«�

weaver 

^^^ 

�
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Mnsdr9�

1-0-0
Gnlnqf`mhb
M`r`k
Bnmrnm`msr


Nmd�jhmc�ne�bnmrnm`ms�entmc�hm�Ohmxhm�hr�bg`q`bsdqhrdc�ax�`�m`r`k�bnmrnm`ms�sg`s�hr�
`kv`xr�oqnmntmbdc�`s�sgd�r`ld�onhms�ne�`qshbtk`shnm�`r�sgd�enkknvhmf�bnmrnm`ms-�Lnrs�ne�
sgdrd�gnlnqf`mhb�m`r`k�bnmrnm`msr�`qd�`krn�rxkk`ahb+�ld`mhmf�sg`s�sgdx�g`ud�ansg�
bnmrnm`ms`k�`mc�unb`khb�ed`stqdr-�Sgdrd�rxkk`ahb�bnmrnm`msr�`qd�bnmrnm`ms`k�adb`trd�sgdx�
`qd�oqnmntmbdc�khjd�mnql`k�m`r`k�bnmrnm`msr+�ats�sgdx�`qd�rxkk`ahb�hm�sg`s�khjd�unvdkr�
sgdx�b`m�b`qqx�snmd-�Sgdrd�gnlnqf`mhb�m`r`k�bnmrnm`msr�'rxlankhrdc�ax�'M(�hr�qd`khrdc�
ognmdshb`kkx�ax�entq�cheedqdms�m`r`k�bnmrnm`msr�`r�hs�`rrhlhk`sdr�sn�sgd�onhms�ne�
`qshbtk`shnm�ne�sgd�enkknvhmf�bnmrnm`ms-�Mdudqsgdkdrr+�vd�vqhsd�hs�`r�dhsgdq�m�nq�l+�`r�hm�
sgd�enkknvhmf�bg`qs9�
�

Gnlnqf`mhb�
M`r`kr�

@kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

[m\ L�l� mbo 

hands 

samba� 

seven 

^^^ 

nda 

house 

�!sa�nda� 

walls 

^^^ 

nta�«‘�

room 

andan� 

boundary 

^^^ 

nts��� 

bottle 

kant�� 

chase  

^^^ 

nz`œ«‘ 

balafon 

^^^ ^^^ 

nchi� 

water 

kont� 

trip 

^^^ 

njum� 

back 

yent� 

take a walk 

^^^ 

[n] 
 

nnynqn 
snake 

^^^� ^^^�

nku� 

hen 

m�#nko
� 

pistle 

^^^ 

.M.�

[�] 

M�m�

n�À�’�� 

suffer 

tsank� 

to lavish 

^^^ 




0� The aspirated consonant phone [p�] occurs only before�Zt\�in open syllables-��
1� Consonant phones�Za+�c+�f+�cy+�c
] occur only after nasal consonants while alternate consonant phones�Zo+�k+�

�, z, 
] occur in other positions. 
2� The bilabial fricative�Z�] occurs only between two vowels inside a root. 
3� The consonant phones�Zk\�and�[�] are allophones of the phoneme /d/. The flapped [�] occurs only in suffixes 

of words while /l/ occurs in roots. While the flapped [�] could be written as ”d” in Pinyin, as it is written in 
some dialects of English and in some other Grassfields Bantu languages, the Pinyin speakers who worked on 
this orthography statement want to write it as “r” because of their acquaintance with Mungaka orthography as 
well as the fact that /r/ in Pidgin English is pronounced as a flap [�]. 

5 Because of the complementary distribution between [g] and [�] and between [d
] and [
], these four sounds 
could have been written with just the letters ‘g’ and ‘j’. The Pinyin Language Committee, however, decided on 
October 23, 2005 that they wanted to also write the extra letters ‘gh’ and ‘zh’ for the predictable allophones. 

6 The consonant phone [k] only occurs at the beginning of roots while glottal stop [	] occurs elsewhere.�
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In the chart above, all the word-initial homorganic nasals are syllabic and carry tone while 
the word-medial homorganic nasals are not syllabic. 

 

1-0-1
O`k`s`khydc
Bnmrnm`msr


@mnsgdq�jhmc�ne�bnmrnm`ms�bktrsdq�entmc�hm�Ohmxhm�hr�vgdqd�`�rdbnmc�bnmrnm`ms�hr�
sgd�o`k`s`k�fkhcd�Zi\+�vghbg�hr�`kv`xr�vqhssdm�hm�Ohmxhm�`r�!x!-�Pthsd�`�edv�bnmrnm`msr�
l`x�ad�enkknvdc�ax�sghr�fkhcd+�`r�hm�sgd�enkknvhmf�bg`qs9�
�

Ognmdld� @kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� �Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

[pj]� Ox�ox� pya�b� 

wait (v) 

apyin� 

outside 

^^^ .ai.�

[bj]� Ax�ax� ^^^ mbyi� 

infront of 

^^^ 

[dj] Dy dy ^^^ ndya�r� 

late 

^^^ /dj/ 

[lj] Ly ly ly��mp�� 

mosquito 

pya�b� 

wait (v) 

^^^ 

.si.� [tj] Sx�sx� tyank��    

arran�e 

atya���    

�ift 

^^^ 

.kj/ [kj] Ky ky kyaa    

untie 

nkye�r�    

arrow  

^^^ 

.fi.� Zfi\� Fx�fx� ^^^ m�n�yi«æ  

woman 

^^^ 

.li.� [mj] Lx�lx� myan�  

finish 

^^^ ^^^ 

.mi.� Zmi\� Mx�mx� mx``l«�
`mhl`k


Àmxtœ«�
g`hq


^^^ 

1-0-2
K`ah`khydc
Bnmrnm`msr


Xds�`mnsgdq�jhmc�ne�bnmrnm`ms�bktrsdq�hr�vgdqd�sgd�rdbnmc�bnmrnm`ms�hr�sgd�k`ahnudk`q�
fkhcd�Zv\+�vghbg�hr�`kv`xr�vqhssdm�hm�Ohmxhm�`r�!v!-�Pthsd�`�mtladq�ne�bnmrnm`msr�l`x�
`krn�ad�enkknvdc�ax�sghr�fkhcd+�`r�hm�sgd�enkknvhmf�bg`qs9�
�

Bnmrnm`ms�
Bktrsdq�

@kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� �Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

[pw] Ov�ov� ^^^ n�pwun� 

beside�

^^^ .ov.�

Zav\� Av�av� ^^^ lavt&«�
b`ud


^^^ 

[dw] Cv�cv� ^^^ ndwin«æ�

end �

^^^ .cv.�

[lw] Kv�kv� lw%n� 

fill�

alwum� 

dry season�

^^^ 

.fv.�
�

Zfv\� Fv�fv� ^^^ n�wa�� 

salt�

^^^ 
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.jv.�
�

Zjv\� Jv�jv� kw�r� 

pour�

akwu� 

foot�

^^^ 

.sv.� Zsv\� Sv�sv� twum�� 

cross�

atwu� 

head


^^^ 

.srv.� [tsw] Srv�srv� tswi&� 

fish v�

n�tswir� 

account�

^^^ 

.s
w/ [t
w] Bgw chw chwir� 

lie�

achwiit� 

announcement�

^^^ 

.
w/ [
w] Rgv�rgv� shw��n� 

say�

�shwin� 

ankle rin��

^^^ 

.rv.� [sw] Rv�rv� swa
o«�

pack�

aswu� 

baboon�

^^^ 

.yv.� [zw] Yv�yv� zwuun� 

buy�

aswum� 

thin��

^^^ 

.
w/ [
w] Iv�iv� zhwi’� 

taste�

azhw�b� 

spirit�

^^^ 

.mv.� [nw] Mv�mv� nwu�’�� 

porcupine�

^^^ ^^^ 

.�v.� [�w] Mv�mv� nywa’� 

crush�

�nywi� 

cutlass�

^^^ 

.œv.� [œv\ �v�œv� œv`&`��
addghud 

^^^ ^^^ 

1-0-3
K`ahn,o`k`s`khydc
Bnmrnm`msr


Sgd�k`rs�jhmc�ne�bnmrnm`ms�bktrsdq�hr�vgdqd�sgd�rdbnmc�bnmrnm`ms�hr�sgd�k`ahn,
o`k`s`khrdc�fkhcd�Z�\+�vghbg�hr�`kv`xr�vqhssdm�hm�Ohmxhm�`r�!⁄!-�Nmkx�udk`q�bnmrnm`msr�`qd�
enkknvdc�ax�sghr�fkhcd+�`r�hm�sgd�enkknvhmf�bg`qs9���
�

Bnmrnm`ms�
Bktrsdq�

@kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� �Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

.f�.�
�

Zf�\� F⁄�f⁄� ^^^ ng⁄ar� 

family�

^^^ 

.j�.� Zj�\� J⁄�j⁄� k⁄a’k� 

wink (eye(�

ak⁄aar� 

coward 

^^^ 

1-0-4
Bnmrnm`ms
Nqsgnfq`ogx
Qtkdr


U`qhntr�qtkdr�nm�vghbg�bnmrnm`msr�b`m�nbbtq�hm�vghbg�onrhshnmr�nq�vghbg�b`m�nbbtq�
adenqd�`mc�`esdq�nsgdq�bnmrnm`msr�`qd�hlonqs`ms�sn�kd`qm-�Gdqd�hr�`�o`qsh`k�khrs�ne�
bnmrnm`ms�nqsgnfq`ogx�qtkdr9�

0-� Mdudq�vqhsd�ÈcÍ�vhsgnts�`m�ÈmÍ�hm�eqnms�ne�hs-�
1-� Mdudq�vqhsd�!c!�adsvddm�!m!�`mc�!y!-�
2-� Mdudq�vqhsd�!c!�adsvddm�!m!�`mc�!i!-�
3-� Mdudq�vqhsd�!a!�vnqc,hmhsh`kkx-�
4-� He�xnt�gd`q�`�m`r`k�bnmrnm`ms�adenqd�!j!�nq�!f!+�`kv`xr�vqhsd�!m!-�
5-� Mdudq�vqhsd�`�!u!�hm�sgd�k`mft`fd-�
6-� Mdudq�vqhsd�`m�!w!�hm�sgd�k`mft`fd-�
7-� @kv`xr�vqhsd�`m�ÈgÍ�`esdq�`�ÈbÍ-�
8-� Fknss`k�rsno�hr�sgd�nmkx�bnmrnm`ms�sg`s�b`m�ad�vqhssdm�`s�sgd�dmc�ne�`�vnqc-�



�

5��

2.2 Vowels 
Sgd�Ohmxhm�k`mft`fd�g`r�7�unvdkr+�oqdrdmsdc�vhsg�sgdhq�`kknognmdr�`mc�oqnonrdc�

fq`ogdldr�hm�sgd�s`akd�adknv-�Sgd�rntmcr�`qd�rgnvm�`r�sgdx�nbbtq�hm�cheedqdms�onrhshnmr�
ne�sgd�vnqc-�
�

Ognmdld� @kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

.h.� Zh\� H�h� ^^^� pin� 
c`mbd 

ak�yi 

weaverbird 
.x.� Zx\� ∏�ÿ� ^^^� l'� 

�all bladder 

^^^�

.ø.� Zø] D�d� ^^^� ler� 

�o 

mbghd�
in-law 

.`.� Z`\� @�`� ` 
gd.rgd.hs 

k`a� 
oktbj'od`q( 

ta� 

kick 
.—.� Z—] N�n� ^^^� mon� 

child 

po 

hand 

.t.� Zt\� T�t� ^^^� ku�n� 

fall 'u( 

su 

wash 

.«.� Z«\� ß�«� ^^^� t��m� 

stand 

`y« 
broom 

.À.� ZÀ\�
�

´�À� �f� 

blind person


m�fa� 

 twins 

^^^�

Mnsd9�Vghkd�`kk�ne�sgd�`anud�unvdkr�b`m�nbbtq�hm�sgd�qnnsr�ne�vnqcr+�nmkx�_`&+�`mc�_À_�b`m�nbbtq�hm�oqdehwdr�
`mc�nmkx�_«_�hm�rteehwdr-��Rhmbd�`kk�mntm�`mc�udqa�qnnsr�adfhm�vhsg�bnmrnm`msr+�`mx�unvdk�`s�sgd�adfhmmhmf�
ne�`�mntm�nq�`�udqa�hr�mdbdrr`qhkx�`�oqdehw-�Rhmbd�`ants�52$�ne�udqar�dmc�hm�rteehwdr�`mc�`m�`cchshnm`k�14$�
vhsgnts�rteehwdr�dmc�vhsg�rbgv`+�etkkx�77$�ne�udqar�dmc�vhsg�rbgv`-�Sgntfg�mntmr�g`ud�`�fqd`sdq�u`qhdsx�
ne�unvdkr�`s�sgd�dmc�ne�sgd�vnqc+�sgdx�`krn�`qd�rsqnmfkx�ah`rdc�snv`qcr�rbgv`-�Sgd�ehm`k�qdrtks�hr�sg`s�rbgv`�
hr�ax�e`q�sgd�lnrs�eqdptdms�unvdk�`s�sgd�dmc�ne�Ohmxhm�vnqcr-�

1-1-0
Knmf
Unvdkr


Sgdqd� `qd� `krn� knmf� unvdkr� hm� sgd� Ohmxhm� k`mft`fd-� Sgd� rgnqs� unvdkr� sg`s� g`ud�
knmf� bntmsdqo`qsr� hm� Ohmxhm� `qd� rgnvm� adknv-� Sgd� ognmdldr� `qd� oqdrdmsdc� vhsg� sgdhq�
`kknognmdr� `mc� oqnonrdc� fq`ogdldr� hm� sgd� s`akd� adknv-�Sgd� rntmcr� `qd� rgnvm� `r� sgdx�
nbbtq�hm�cheedqdms�onrhshnmr�ne�sgd�vnqc-�
 

Ognmdld� @kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

/a/ [aa] @`�``� ^^^
 `o``æq« 
mad person 

`k``æ 
wound 

/'/ [''] ß«�««� ^^^
 `k«‘«‘l« 
blood 

e«æ« 
blow  

/i/ [ii] Hh�hh� ^^^
 rÕ◊Õ◊s«�
tear 

oÕ◊h�
disappear 

/(/ [((] ´À�ÀÀ� ^^^
 j≠Œ≠Œs«�
harden 

ÀoÀÀ�
(be) wicket 

/)/ [))] Nn�nn� ^^^
 minnl« 
insult 

msrn�
war 

/u/ [uu] Tt�tt� ^^^
 yvtætæm«» 
buy 

`sttæ 
stomach 

Note: [ÿÿ\�`mc�Znn\�g`ud�mns�addm�entmc�hm�ntq�khlhsdc�c`s`-�Sgdx�l`x�stqm�to�k`sdq-�
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1-1-1
Unvdk
Chogsgnmfr


 Hm�Ohmxhm�bdqs`hm+�unvdkr�nbbtq�mdws�sn�d`bg�nsgdq�`r�chogsgnmfr-�Rnld�dw`lokdr�
`qd�oqdrdmsdc�hm�sgd�s`akd�adknv:�� 
�

Ognmdld� @kknognmd� Fq`ogdld� Hmhsh`k�
onrhshnm�

Ldch`k�
onrhshnm�

Ehm`k�
onrhshnm�

.h*.� [hø] Hd�hd� ^^^� ^^^� shieæ�

(be)black�

.x'.� Zx'\� ∏« ÿ« ^^^� ^^^� l'«‘�

�all bladder 

.i'.� Zi'] H« h«�
�

^^^� ^^^� mbÕ◊� 

�oat 

.('.� Z('] ´« À«� ^^^� n�k��n� 

date palm 

ak≠◊� 

rin� (finger) 

.t'.� Zt'\� T« t«� ^^^� ^^^� swu�� 
fish 

1-1-2
Unvdk
Nqsgnfq`ogx
Qtkdr


U`qhntr�qtkdr�nm�vghbg�unvdkr�b`m�nbbtq�hm�vghbg�onrhshnmr�`qd�hlonqs`ms�sn�kd`qm-�Gdqd�
hr�`�o`qsh`k�khrs�ne�unvdk�nqsgnfq`ogx�qtkdr9�

3. Tone 
Vd�g`ud�hcdmshehdc�ehud�rtqe`bd�snmdr�hm�Ohmxhm9�sgqdd�kdudk�snmdr+�ghfg�Z`æ\+�lhc�Z ‘̀\�

`mc�knv�Z ∆̀\:�`mc�svn�bnmsntq�snmdr+�qhrhmf�Z`¿\+�`mc�e`kkhmf�Z`»\-��

3.1 Lexical Tone Contrasts Marked by Diacritics�
@r�ne�sghr�onhms�hm�shld+�vd�g`ud�chrbnudqdc�lhmhl`k�snmd�o`hqr�enq�vnqcr�sg`s�

bnmsq`rs�sgd�sgqdd�kdudk�snmdr�vhsg�d`bg�nsgdq�`mc�sgd�svn�bnmsntq�snmdr�vhsg�rnld�ne�sgd�
nsgdq�snmdr-�Rhmbd�knv�snmd�hr�sgd�lnrs�eqdptdms�snmd+�vd�`qd�oqnonrhmf�`m�nqsgnfq`ogx�
vgdqd�ghfg+�lhc+�qhrhmf�`mc�e`kkhmf�snmdr�`qd�l`qjdc�ax�ch`bqhshbr�`mc�sgd�knv�snmd�hr�mns�
l`qjdc-�Sghr�oqnonr`k�enkknvr�sgd�bnmudmshnmr�ne�sgd�B`ldqnnm�@kog`ads�`r�vdkk�`r�sgd�
bnllnm�nqsgnfq`oghb�oq`bshbd�ne�hmchb`shmf�nmd�ne�sgd�lnrs�eqdptdms�snmdr�ax�nlhsshmf�sn�
l`qj�`�ch`bqhshb�nudq�sgd�unvdk-�Rdd�sgd�rtll`qx�bg`qs�adknv9�
�

Snmd� Ognmdshb� Fq`ogdld�
'Ch`bqhshb(�

Dw`lokdr� Eqdptdmbx�

Ghfg� Z`æ\� æ̀� knæœ«æ�
neck 

udqx�l`mx�udqar�`mc�
mntmr-�

Lhc� Z`‘\�        a+ rg`‘a« 
comb (n) 

l`mx�mntmr�'qnnsr�`mc�
rteehwdr(�`mc�udqa�qnnsr��

Knv� Z`∆]� `� `y« 
broom 

udqx�l`mx�mntmr�`mc�
udqar�

Qhrhmf� Z`¿\� ¿̀� �s`¿�
e`sgdq 

q`qd�Ê�`�edv�mntmr��

E`kkhmf� Z`»]� »̀� j`q«» 
sq`udk
'u(�

l`mx�udqa�rteewdr+�edv�
mntm�rteehwdr�

0-� Mdudq�vqhsd�!(!-�He�xnt�gd`q�!(!+�vqhsd�!n!-�
1-� Mdudq�vqhsd� !%!. Hf you hear !%!, write !e!-�
2-� Only !`!�`mc�!�!�b`m�ad�vqhssdm�vnqc,hmhsh`k-�
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@r�vhsg�l`mx�qdbdms�nqsgnfq`oghdr�hm�B`ldqnnm+�ntq�oqnonr`k�hr�sn�vqhsd�`kk�Ohmxhm�
vnqcr�`r�sgdx�nbbtq�hm�hrnk`shnm�'h-d-�`r�sgdx�nbbtq�vgdm�oqnmntmbdc�ax�sgdlrdkudr(+�`mc�
hs�hr�sgdrd�enqlr�sg`s�vhkk�ad�vqhssdm�hm�sgd�kdwhbnm-�Ohmxhm�rod`jdqr�rgntkc�g`ud�mn�
oqnakdl�qd`chmf�nq�oqnmntmbhmf�sgd�`bst`k�ognmdshb�ohsbg�ne�dmshqd�rdmsdmbdr�nmbd�sgdx�
qdbnfmhyd�sgd�ld`mhmfr�ne�sgd�hmchuhct`k�vnqcr�sg`s�l`jd�to�sgd�rdmsdmbd-�
�

Hs�hr�e`hqkx�d`rx�sn�ehmc�Ohmxhm�vnqcr�vgdqd�sgd�nmkx�cheedqdmbd�adsvddm�sgdl�hr�
snmd-�Enq�dw`lokd+�mnsd�sgd�lhmhl`k�snmd�o`hqr�'nq�sqhokdsr(�adknv9�
�

j—æœ«� � [k),�'-]  crawl  o`æœ«  [pa,�'-]  leer 

j—‘œ«�  [k)+�'-]  love  o`‘œ«  [pa+�'-]  ripe 

j—œ«  [k)-�'-]  hill  o`œ«�  [pa-�'-]  ripe thin�   
�
� `jtæ«� � Z ∆̀jtæ«∆\�� bnqord

� `jt«� � Z ∆̀jt∆«∆\�� kdf�
� `jt«� � Z ∆̀jt∆«∆\�� kdf
 
 `jtæ«æ� � Z ∆̀jtæ«æ\�� etk`mh
'odqrnm(�

�
mctl«� Zm∆ct∆l«∆\� fqnnl�� mÀoh«� � Zm≠ oÕ «∆\�khudq�

����������mct‘l«� � Zm∆ct‘l«∆\� vhqd
�� � mÀoh«‘� � Zm≠ oÕ «‘\�bnk`
mts�
�
Àe«¿� � Z≠ e«¿\� a`lann�� 
 j`æq«� � Zj`æq«∆\�� v`mcdq� �
Àe«»� � Z≠ e«»\� bnkc� � � j`æs«»� � Zj`æq«»\�� vq`o
to�
Àe«� � Z≠ e«∆\� akhmc
odqrnm
 �

3.2 Grammatical Meanings Marked by Diacritics 
@s�sghr�onhms�hm�shld+�vd�g`ud�mns�chrbnudqdc�`mx�fq`ll`shb`k�snmd�sg`s�qdpthqdr�

`cchshnm`k�ch`bqhshbr�hm�sgd�nqsgnfq`ogx-�Rhmbd�sghr�jhmc�ne�chrbnudqx�trt`kkx�nmkx�g`oodmr�
`r�sgd�mdv�nqsgnfq`ogx�hr�trdc�enq�vqhshmf�sdwsr+�vd�l`x�mddc�sn�`cc�`cchshnm`k�qtkdr�enq�
sghr�`s�`�k`sdq�shld-��

4. Word Division 
Enq�sgd�lnrs�o`qs+�vd�dwodbs�sg`s�vnqcr�vhkk�ad�vqhssdm�`r�sgdx�`ood`q�hm�hrnk`shnm-�

Vd�cn�gnod�sn�qdrd`qbg�sgd�cheehbtks�rtaidbs�ne�chrshmfthrghmf�bnlontmc�mntmr�eqnl�
`rrnbh`shud�mntm�ogq`rdr�`s�`�k`sdq�shld�`mc+�`s�sg`s�shld+�oqnonrd�qtkdr�enq�vgdm�svn�
vnqcr�vntkc�ad�vqhssdm�vhsg�ro`bdr�adsvddm�sgdl�`mc�vgdm�sgdx�vntkc�ad�vqhssdm�vhsg�
mn�ro`bd�adsvddm�sgdl�adb`trd�sgdx�`qd�etmbshnmhmf�`r�`�rhmfkd�bnlontmc�mntm-�

5. Elision 
Nbb`rhnm`kkx+�bdqs`hm�unvdkr�b`m�dkhcd�hm�Ohmxhm-�Enq�dw`lokd+�sgd�ogq`rd��Stqm
sgd
annj �
hr�vqhssdm�OÀfgq«�`v`m« 
ats�hr�oqnmntmbdc�hm�mnql`k�roddbg�`�ZoÀfgq«�v`m«\-�Sgd�unvdk�
oqdehw�nm�sgd�mntm�g`r�addm�dkhcdc�enkknvhmf�`vnqc�vghbg�dmcr�hm�`�unvdk-�
�
Sgdqd�hr�pthsd�`�ahs�ne�unvdk�dkhrhnm�hm�Ohmxhm+�lnrskx�ctd�sn�sgd�e`bs�sg`s�lnrs�vnqcr�dmc�
hm� unvdkr� `mc�lnrs�vnqcr+� drodbh`kkx� mntmr+� adfhm�vhsg� unvdkr-� Hm� Ohmxhm+� sgd� unvdk�
rgv`� '«(� hr� dwsqdldkx� eqdptdms� hm�vnqc,ehm`k� onrhshnm� `mc� sgd� bdmsq`k� unvdk� À� hm�vnqc,
hmhsh`k�onrhshnm-�Vgdm�dkhrhnm�hr�onrrhakd+�hs�cndr�mns�bg`mfd�sgd�v`x�vd�vqhsd�sgd�vnqcr-�
Enq� dw`lokd+� sgd� rdmsdmbd� __Vg`s� hr� xntq� m`ld>&&� hr� vqhssdm� MÀkÀm«� sr—� v«>� ats� hr�
oqnmntmbdc�vhsgnts�sgd�ehm`k�rgv`�'«(��ne��sgd�ehqrs�vnqc�sgtr�ZmÀkÀm�sr—�v«\-��Ax�`kv`xr�
vqhshmf�sgd�mnm,dkhcdc�ÈetkkÍ�enqlr+�sgd�r`ld�vnqc�hr�`kv`xr�vqhssdm�sgd�r`ld�v`x�`mc�
sghr� gdkor� sgd� ektdms� qd`cdq� vgn� qdbnfmhydr� vnqcr� `r� ld`mhmfetk� tmhsr� q`sgdq� sg`m� `r�
l`cd�to�ne�rdo`q`sd�kdssdqr-�
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6. Punctuation and Capitalisation 
� Sgd�otmbst`shnm�l`qjr�`mc�sgd�qtkdr�sg`s�fnudqm�sgd�Ohmxhm�k`mft`fd�`qd�sgd�r`ld�
`r�sgnrd�enq�Dmfkhrg-�Sgd�otmbst`shnm�l`qjr�trdc�enq�Ohmxhm�`qd�sgdqdenqd�`r�enkknvr9��
0(�Etkk�rsno�'-(�
1(�Ptdrshnm�l`qj�'>(�
2(�Dwbk`l`shnm�l`qj�' (�
3(�Bnll`�'+(�
4(�Bnknm�'9(�
5(�Rdlhbnknm�':(�
6(�Ptns`shnm�l`qjr�'È�Ô�Í(�`mc�'_�Ô�&(�

6.1 Full Stop 
� Sgd�etkk�rsno�'-(�hm�Ohmxhm�l`qjr�sgd�dmc�ne�`�cdbk`q`shud�rdmsdmbd-�
�
� Rhm«�mih«�l≠◊s`æm«æ-�
� snc`x�c`x�l`qjds�

 Snc`x
hr
`
l`qjds
c`x-


6.2 Question Mark 
� Sgd�ptdrshnm�l`qj�'>(�l`qjr�sgd�dmc�ne�`m�hmsdqqnf`shud�rdmsdmbd-�
�
� V«�s`&`�j«>�
� xnt�v`ms�HMS�

 Vg`s
cn
xnt
v`ms>


6.3 Exclamation Mark 
Sgd�dwbk`l`shnm�l`qj�hr�vqhssdm�`s�sgd�dmc�ne�`�bnll`mc+�nq�hs�hr�ok`bdc�enkknvhmf�

dwbk`l`snqx�vnqcr�nq�ogq`rdr-�Hs�etmbshnmr�sn�dwoqdrr�hmsdqidbshnmr+�rtqoqhrd+�dwbhsdldms+�
`mc�enqbdetk�bnlldmsr�`r�vdkk�`r�rhlokd�bnll`mc:�`r�adknv9�
�
� Kdq« �

fn���
Go! 

�
� Jn�kdq« �
� MDF�fn��
 Do not go! 

6.4 Comma 
� Bnll`r�`qd�trdc�sn�rdo`q`sd�bk`trdr�nq�o`q`kkdk�vnqcr�vhsghm�`�bk`trd+�`r�adknv9��
�
� Kan twu’t�� �l�� ta�r�+�l�kun� m�!ta�r���ni paam�.�
� J`m�g`r�bg`hqr�sgqdd+�adcr�sgqdd�`mc�a`f�

 Jg`m
g`r
sgqdd
bg`hqr+
sgqdd
adcr
`mc
`
a`f-

� �
� Awa ka� m�!nde�r�� nda �wa’n�, a w�� nde�r�� m�!ta�n��. 


 Awa NEG go house book 3s go market 
 Awa is not going to school, he is going to the market. 



�
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6.5 Quotation Marks 
Ptns`shnm� l`qjr� 'È�Ô� Í(� nbbtq� `s� sgd� adfhmmhmf� `mc� dmc� ne� chqdbs� roddbg+� `r�

adknv9�
�
� @�oxhs«�k«+��“ @��kdq«�fg«>Í�
� 2R�`rj�BNLO�2r��fn�HMS�

 Gd
`rjdc+
ÈVgdqd
hr
gd
fnhmf>Í



Mnsd9� Hm� Dmfkhrg� `mc� Ohmxhm+� nsgdq� otmbst`shnm� l`qjr� `kv`xr� oqdbdcd� ehm`k� ptns`shnm�
l`qjr�vgdm�sgdx�nbbtq�mdws�sn�d`bg�nsgdq-�

6.6 Capitalisation 
B`ohs`k�kdssdqr�`qd�trdc�`s�sgd�adfhmmhmf�ne�rdmsdmbdr+�enq�oqnodq�mntmr+�`mc�`esdq�`�

bnknm-�
�
Ehqrs�vnqc�hm�`�rdmsdmbd9�
� S ¿̀�������v«���«�����sn�����rhm«-�
� e`sgdq�lx��E0�bnld�snc`x�

 Lx
e`sgdq
vhkk
bnld
snc`x-
�
�
Oqnodq�mntmr9�
� LÀkÀm«�lna«+��@v`+�@rnan�mh���@bgt&t�
� m`ldr��sgdhq���@v`��@rnan�`mc�@bgt�

 Sgdhq
m`ldr
`qd
@v`+
@rnan
`mc
@bgt-�
�
@esdq�`�bnknm9�
� Mjtmjtœ«�`bghkn9�K �̀�mjnœ«�l«-�
� ��sqtsg�hr�sg`s9��MDF�khjd�ld


Sgd
sqtsg
hr9
H
cnm&s
khjd
hs-


7. Need for further testing of the orthography 
Sghr� nqsgnfq`ofx�fthcd� hr� qd`khrdc�vhsg� sgd� `akd� bnmsqhatshnm� ne�ldladqr�ne� sgd�

Ohmxhm�Entmc`shnm� sd`l� hm�A`ldmc`� 'Lq�Mih�Odsdq+�L`c`l�@khbd�Ltktg�`mc�Lq�Mx`g�
Ingm(-� Sgd� `tsgnq� `krn� `bjmnvkdcfdc� sgd� bnmsqhatshnm� ne�Lq�Sdmhmf�Lnmfv`� '� Ohmxhm�
K`mft`fd�Bnmrtks`ms(+�Lq�Jdmmdsg�J`m�@rnan�ne�BQSU�`mc�L`c`ld�Lanst�Oqdbhkkh`�`kk�
hm�X`ntmcd-�Sghr� oqnonrdc�nqsgnfq`ogx� enq�vqhshmf� sgd�Ohmxhm� k`mft`fd� hr� oqnuhrhnm`k-�
@mx�mdv�nqsgnfq`ogx�mddcr�odnokd�sn�trd�hs�enq�`�shld�adenqd�onsdmsh`k�oqnakdlr�qdud`k�
sgdlrdkudr-�Hs�hr�ntq�gnod�sg`s�sghr�oqnonr`k�vhkk�ad�`�rhfmhehb`ms�ehqrs�rsdo�hm�`kknvhmf�sgd�
Ohmxhm�odnokd�sn�rs`qs�qd`chmf�`mc�vqhshmf�sgdhq�k`mft`fd-�
�
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Qdedqdmbdr�
@v`+�Dqhb�Latg�'0887(�È@rodbsr�ne�Ohmxhm�OgnmnknfxÍ�Tmotakhrgdc�CHODR�0-�DMR�

A`lahkh-��
@xnssd�Lhbg`dk�`mc�K`ladqsx+�Lhk`mc`�'1//0(�È@�Q`ohc�@ooq`hr`k�Rnbhnkhmfthrshb�

Rtqudx�`lnmf�sgd�MFDLA@�Bktrsdq�ne�K`mft`fdr9�L`mjnm+�A`lahkh+�Mjvdm+�
Ohmxhm�`mc�@vhmf-Í�RHK+�X`ntmcd+�B`ldqnnm-�

@xtj+�F-�@mxng�'0882(�ÈSgd�Rxms`w�ne�Ohmxhm�Mntm�Ogq`rdr9�@�Fdmdq`shud�@ooqn`bgÍ-�
Tmotakhrgdc�Onrsfq`ct`sd�Chrrdqs`shnm-�E-@-K-R-R-�Tmhudqrhsx�ne�X`ntmcd�0�

Fqhldr+�A`qa`q`�E-�'1///(-�Dsgmnknftd9�K`mft`fdr�ne�sgd�Vnqkc-�RHK�Hmsdqm`shnm`k:�
C`kk`r+�Sdw`r-�

Jhmf`g+�J-�Odsqnmhkk`�'1//1(�ÈSgd�Udqa�Lnqognknfx�ne�OhmxhmÍ�Tmotakhrgdc�
Onrsfq`ct`sd�Chrrdqs`shnm-�E-@-K�R-R-�Tmhudqrhsx�ne�X`ntmcd�0�

S`c`cidt+�L`tqhbd�`mc�R`cdlantn+�Dshdmmd�'dcr-(-�0868-�Fdmdq`k�`kog`ads�ne�B`ldqnnm�
k`mft`fdr-�OQNODKB@�0-�X`ntmcd9�Tmhudqrhsx�ne�X`ntmcd-�

S`rh+�M-�Ktb`r�'0885(�È�@m�hmsqnctbshnm�sn�Ohmxhm�Onkhshb`k�Ghrsnqx+�058/,0885Í-�
Lhldn-�A`ldmc`9�LHMDCTB-�

Rtr`mmd+�Jqtfdq�'1//0(�È�@�Rnbhnkhmfthrshb�Rtqudx�ne�Ohmxhm�`mc�@vhmfÍ-�RHK�X`ntmcd�
B`ldqnnm-�

�


