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0. Corala Trique, an Gtomuncoean language spoken in vaxaca, Mexico,
is typical of the stock 1o most respects. 1or examnle, 1t npas V30
word order, noun-a.'jective order, a complex system of lexical and
syntactic tone, and veri, asrect indicated by pretfixes anu tone
changes., There is, however, one galient fenture ot Copala Trique
syntax that does not occur in any of the other {tomanguean languages
I am acnuainted with: a series of sentence-f{final rarticles tnat has
anrroximately the same function as the intonation contours of Eng-

lish.l Toth mark modal and affectlive information about Lhe sentence
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as a whole.g
In the first two sections of the paper, the syntax of Copala
Trinue is surveyed briefly, and a number of the most common particles
are described. In the third section, each illocutionary act distin-
guished in the taxonomy developed by Bach and Harnish (1979:39-55) is
correlated with the syntactic cues that indicate its literal and

direct performance in Copala Trique. Such cues usually involve par-

1

ticles, but also sometimes involve the propositioéal content of sen-
tences in ways parallel to those described by Sea;le for English
(1969: 1979:20-27). The mapping between syntax and force is,
of course, far from nrrecise. The final section contains a folktale,
with literal and free translation, illustrating the use of several

rarticles in context.

1. Consider the following simple declarative sentence:
(1) nas° Zatnal yaaxfih5 a2
wash woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman washes clothes;
~This seuntence contains four elements: a verb, a noun expressing the
subject, a noun expressing the object, and a particle. Kach struc-
tural position is discussed in turn below.

The verb in sentence (1) is a simple verb stem, whicl serves as
fhe continuative aspect. There are two other aspects: completive,
marked by a prefix roughly of the form gV-; and_hotential. marked by
“a combination of the nrefix and a toﬁe change. The following sentences

form a paradigmatic set with (1):
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(2) gisnéﬁs ;a4na1 yuofiho aah

~washed woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman washed clothes.
(3) giznéhl Ya'nal yastih5 a%?
will-wash woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman willwash clothes.
These three aspect}forms exhaust the inflectional possibilities for
verbs. There are no modes other than declarative nor are there any.
nonfinite verb forms, compound tenses, or true auxiliary verbs. ‘
There are, however, a number of adverbial elements closely associated
with the verb that carry some of the functions that other verb forns
carry in English. A few of these are illustrated in examples (4-6):
(4) ahl gi3n5€i5 )/:a4na1 yasp:’ih5 a32
already washed woman clothing LECLARATIVE
The woman already washed ‘s clothes. or
The woman had washed %h® clothes.
(5) ya23 n555 :f:a‘lna1 yastfih5 a32
truly wash woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman really washes clothes.

(6) ne3 n555 Zaq 1 a32

na yaslihs
not wash woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman does not wash clothes.
There is a special future negative adverb and an interchange of
e

completive and potential aspects following negative adverbs.

Examples (7) and (8) form a paradigmatic set with (6):
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(7) ne3 giznﬁhl ;:a4nal yaalihs

32

a

not will-wash woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman did not wash clothes.

(8) 292 gi3n555 annal 92

yasgfih5 a
not washed woman clothing DECLARATIVE
The woman will not wash clothes.

In sentence (1) both squect and object are expressed by simple
-nouns. Their function is sfgnaled by order. While there is no sys-
&iem of case marking, direct;objects are sometimes preceded by the
nreposition TEE 'to' or 'body of', and indirect objects and other
noun nhrases are usually marked by prepositions that help to signal
their case roles, as in examples (9) and (10):

(9) na3ri"’3 giis mSS ;a4na1 332
meet man to woman DECLARATIVE
The man meets the woman.

2 v, . ~, 3% 3,3
(10) das"aa3 3113 za3°ah 2 ra°2a® §a4nal a

32
grab man money from woman DECLARATIVE

The man takes money from the woman.

Noun phrases can, of course, be expanded in various ways. They may

also be realized as pronouns. An object pronoun is preceded by TEE’
*Qs seen in example (11).
(11) nasri”3 zo"3 m&° n0°3 a32
meet he to her DECLARATIVE
le meets her.
?ﬁfonouns have no case distinctions. 1t is nossible to interchange the

two pronouns in sentence (l1) to create a well-formed sentence meaning
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"She meets him." JP'ronouns sometimes fuse to a preceding word; com-
pare sentences (12) and (13):
(1e) asne32 °Ghl a32
bathe 1 DECLARATIVE
1 bathe. i
(13) a‘nen°? a°2
bathe-1 DECLARATIVE
I bathe.

The last element of sentence (1) is the particle EEE' which
cannot easily be given a true gloss. ['or particles and similar
functional elements I use abstract labels showinz grammatical meaning,
written .in uppercase letters to distinguish them from true glosses.
The particle 333, which 1 have Yabeled DECLARATIVE, is the most common
and least marked particle in the language. Many others are described
in the following section. Every sentence that is not embedded in

§

another one ends with one of these particles.” Even a noun or noun
phrase cited outside a sentence must be followed by a particle, as
in (14):

(14) ya3(ih5 a2
clothing DECLARATIVE
clothing

If a noun is used by itself, it will be interpreted as a vocative.

2. The set of particles in Copala Trique is difficult to categorize
because it is neither a small closed class |ilee pronouns, nor an open

class like nouns, but rather something in between. Perhaps the best com-
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parison that can be made is with English prepositions, taken in the
broadest sense. Some Knglish prepositions are short and very common,
such as for and in; others are a bit longer and less frequent, such
as among and concerning; and still others contain more than one word
and yet function as units, such as in spite of and with regard to.
And so, while we intuitively know that the class of knglish preposi-
tions is not infinite, it is nevertheless exceedingly difficult to

!
compile an exhaustive list of them. ECopala Trique particles, while
functionally and semantically very different from prepositions, are
like them in terms of category size. Some particles are short and
common, others a bit longer and less so, and still others complex in
their morphemic makeup and/or rare. 1t is therefore almost impossible
to nrovide a complete list, and for this reason [ make no attempt to
be exhaustive in what follows.

For convenience I group particles into semantic classes. Inter-
rogatives are treated first, followed by emphatics, negatives, and
miscellaneous part veles .

There are three main interrogative particles: -2311 'yes-no ques-
tion with neutral expectation as to answer', Za“z 'yes-no question
with affirmative answer expected', and ga2 'content question'. The
first two are the sole indicator of a question within the sentence.
Comnare sentences (15) and (16) with (2) above.

(15) gi3n555 ;a4na1 yaa;!ih5 nao’
washed woman clothing INTERROGATIVE

Did the woman wash the clothes?
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1 3,..9 ~ 2
ya £ih za?

3~ v 4
(16) gi“ndd"~ za na
washed woman clothing INTERRKOIGATIVE
The woman washed the clothes, didn't she?
. 24 . . o4 . .
The particle na has a suppletive variant, ni , which occurs before
a vocative and in certain indirect questions:
- 2, -, 2 1 .4 4 ~2
(17) ga®?8h~ zo? ni? / be to?

will-go you IMNPURRKGATIVE / teto

¥ill you go, ieto?

. 3 3, 3 3 3 32 2,2 w .3 .4
(18) ne" ne“?e” z0”" a“ze ga“?&h” snii° ni® /
not know he whether wili-go boy INTEiwanTavVE /
3 32 2 3,92 » .3 . .4 3 3, 95
aoze ze ga “ah snii- ni / ne” ne e
whether not went boy INTERQUGATIVE / not Know
3s2
720”7 &

he DECHARATIVE
tle doesn't know whether or not the boy will go.
. . v 2 . . .
The particle za” is also used to request permission:
202 1 2
(19) di"ko u z:
will=-play 1 INTERRUGATIVE
It's all right for me to play with this, isn't it?
" . 4 v ,2 .
he two rarticles na?  and za are used correlatively to form
. . 4 . -
alternative nuestions: na? occurs after the first disjunct (and all

f .
. .. . .. 6
other nonfinal d]sguncts), and ;a°b occurs atter the last disjunct:

3 3 .. O q q 3
(20) peone 903 Snii gwan  na” / gesneo"e3 zo”a
saw boy John INTERROUGATLIVE / saw he

be4to4 £a°2

Reto INTER“UGATIVE

Did the boy see John or Beto?



Hollenbach, page 8

when the two particles are correlative, Zﬁﬁi annears to lose its

'taffirmative answer exrected' mmeaning; in sentence (20) the speaker
need have no exnectation about which of the disjuncts is the correct
answer. 1f he had an idea about the answer, however, he would state

it as the final disjunct.

4)
-

The third interrogative narticle, ga , occurs together with a
fronted interrogative word or phrase to form a content question:
!

3

{) :2 - '3
(21) me reh3“ ga3°5h) dii® 2

ii ga

which place went man INTERROGATIVE

Where did the man go?
This rarticle is sorctimes omitted ot tic end of an interrvosative =eun-
tence trat is embedded 1n a lirreger sentence, whereas the other two
interrogative particles, wirich are tie gole indicator of a cuestion,
caniol be omitted. In content nuestions, ¢f course, the nresence of

2
an interrogative word or phrase makes the ga  somewhat redundant.
The EEE can also be omitted before a vocative, but vocatives at the
end of anuestions take & special interrogative form that ends in glottal
stop, which further helps to signal interrogative force. ULxanples of
interrocative vocatives are found in sentence (17) above and in sen-
tences 4 and 9 of the text in section 4. Only iwo examplesof an inter-
rogative rerticle are found in the text: 33: in senteuces 59 and -O.
The next group of particles | will discuss cun he termed ewphatics.

They comnrise a number of particles that diller subtly in weaning, in
ways that depend largely on the conversational context. Learning to

control their use has been one of the most difiicult aspects of lan-

zuage learning for me.
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e

The particle e ioz is used in conversation to add emphasis to
a statement and as an attention getter on vocatives:

(22) gas°§h32 zo'>3 e4i32
went he EMP AT IC
lle really went.

(23) ai‘nunt ?i°2
brother E:HfHATIC

'
Hey; brother!
This particle is }are in narrativg, but sometiwes occurs on the closing
sentence of a story. hile this may be au standardized way ol ending a
narrative, the mesning seems Lo be to get people to take the story
seriously.

(24) gGGS yo"3 ga2 naa4 tah32 nii3 e4132
happened that when lone-ago say they EMPHATIC
That's what really haprened a long time ago, they say.

The rarticle gj is persuasive in tone. 1t is added to some
statement that the speaker wishes to convince the addressee of, such
as a nromise or the answer to a yes-no question. .hen used with a sen-
tence whose main verb is in potential aspect and whose subject is
second person or first nerson nlural inclusive, however, this narticle
creates an imrerative with a moderate degree of politeness.7 (There
is, remember, no snecial imperative form of the verb.)
(25) ga3”5h3£ zo”s a

went he PHSUAS 1ON

e really went.
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(26) ga~”ah™ 24h" a
will-go 1 EMi?HATIC
I1'1l really co.
(27) gaz zo”l a4
will-eat you EM:FATIC
Eat!
Compare sentence (27) with (28),'which has the simple declarative
particle, 33;
(28) :az zo”1 a2
will-eat you DECLARATIVE
You will eat.
l'urtiher examples of ﬂj arc found in sentences 23, 27, ana 37 ol the
text, all of which have verus in nrotential aspect. Sentences 23 and
37 are imperatives, while sentence 27 is a respoasc to a suguestion.
The function of ii here seems to be to persuade the addressee of the
speaker's willingness to comply.

~ 4
The complex particle nahl a_consists of a word néhl, used only

. . . ~.1 4. 32
in this rarticle cluster and the less comron one nah e i , which

can perhaps be glossed 'indeed', plus the nersuasion narticle 33.
The cluster functions as a eeneral emphatic, both in narratives and
in conversations.
(29) ga3°5h32 zo”3 n5h1 al
went he INDEED ¢ E/SUASLON
He really went.

This particle cluster is found often in the text. In sentences 12,

14, 15, and 16 its function scems to be persuasion, and in sentences
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30, 31, 43, 44, 65, 66, and twice in 72 ite functiun seems to be

simply emnrhasis.

o
The less won rorticle cluster ndhl i js a combination of
ne es= commion n»riicle cluster nah e 1 1 a4 comilin 10N

. . 4 .32 .
n5h1 '‘indeed' and the emphatic narticle e i . [t is used for

emphasis and sometimes to close a narrative.
23 o2 4 4 32 .3 .. .1 4 32
(30) dah”" waa®“ gwe ndo  / tah"“ nii” nah e i
hus  is story / say they INDEEL #¥ihaTiIC

That's how the story goes, ?hey say.

The particle azdah2 expresses strong;emphasis. It occurs both
in narrative and in conversation, sometimes in answer to a yes-no
aquestion.

(31) gas"ah32 zo"3 a2d6h2

went he EMPHAS 1S

He really went.
This particle occurs in sentences 10, 11, 21, 22, 25, and 38 of the
‘text. Sentence 12, which ends with Eéﬂi gi, is a paraphrase of
sentence 11, which ends with a2d6h2, showing that the two particles
are close synonyms. (Repetition of an important point in a story by
piling up paraphrases is an important feature of Copala lrique narra-
tive style; such repetition is seen in sentences 11-16 of the text.)

The particle ;usswéhsz expresses agreement:

(32) ga2°5h2 °Gh1 ;usgwﬁhsz
will-go 1 EMPHATIC

1'1l really go!

(33) ga°ah 2 5003 ;usgwéhsz
went he EMPHATIC

He really went,
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.

The particle aszﬁhsz expresses mild agreement; it is often used

for things that are obvious:

o
3 a“zéhsz

(34) a°ma®
rain EMPHAT IC

Yes, it's raining.
2 3 32

. . 3 .. 3 - .
There are no instances of either Zu gwah or a zah in the text.

. x .. . 32 . .
Another mild emphatic is ;1h , which occurs on both statements

and requests. On statements it seems to mean 'of course'.

4 .4 3v.4 .3 4 3 4 .
(35) ma yo u ga di nu® go ne ho? §1h32
tricky very brother-of-us-inclusive rabbit EMPHAT1C

Our brother the rabbit is very tricky, of course.

32

An example of zih on a request is found in sentence 24 of the text,

where the rabbit is trying to talk the coyote into going with him.
The tunction of the particle seems to be to make going seem to be a
natural thing to do.

All of the sentence types that have been described above can, of
course, be negated. Sometimes the negative counterpart of a positive
sentence takes the same particle, and sometimes a diftferent one.

When a simple declarative sentence is negated, the EE particle
is usually replaced by me:i, though for some speakers its use is op-

tional.8 The more common form, therefore, of examples (6-8) above is:

O 1 .S
(36) ne’ naa° ¥a'na yasﬁxha mao?

not wash woman clothing NEGATIVE
The woman does not wash clothes.
(37) ne° giznéhl Yatnal yaslih5 ma~3
not will-wash woman clothing ANEGATIVE

The woman did not wash clothes.
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(38) ze2 gisnﬁﬁs ¥a'nat yasliho ma ?

4
not washed woman clothing NEGATIVE
The woman will not wash clothes.
. 4 . ~32
The particle ma”? has a variant form, ma ~, that occurs when the
particle is not the final element of a sentence; m§32 is preceded by
pause.

(39) ne> ga2°5h2 207> / mao 2 be?too2

not will-go he ; NEGAT1VE Beto

He didn't go, ﬁeto.
The particle 2223 occurs in sentences 13, 30, 52, 62, and 75 of the
text. Sentences 3 and 38 contain embedded negative sentences that
do not have any particle.

When an interrogative sentence is negated, the same particle is
used as in the positive form of the sentence:
(40) ne° naa’ Yalnal yabxfih5 nao?
not wash woman clothing INTERROGATIVE
Doesn't the woman wash the clothes?

(41) neé n555‘5a4na1

ypsﬁihs §a°2
not wash woman clothing INTERROGATIVE
The woman doesn't wash the clothes, does she?
(42) ne® zii5 ne® ga2°5h2 ngah32 ga2
which person not will-go Putla INTCERROGATIVE
Who didn't go to Putla?

Two of the emphatic particles, e4i32 and a2d6h2, have special

. . . ~32 . . 4
negative forms which consist of ma =, the prefinal variant of ma”?’,

plus the emphatic particle. The resulting forms have fused to single
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32

4, 2 .2 .
words, m ei and ma“doh“, in some idiolects.

(43) ne> g32°5h2 zo°3 me4i32
not will-go he  NEGATIVE-EMPHATIC
He really didn‘t go.

(44) ne’ gaz"éh2 zo°3 ma2d6h2
not went he NEGATIVE-EMPHATIC
He really didn't go.

The remaining emphatic particles do not combine with the negative
EéEE' but seem instead to be replaced by simple 2224. Negative impera-
tives are usually formed this way and are thus homophonous with future
indicatives.

(45) ze2 ga3°5h32 zo'»’l ma ?
not went you NEGATIVE
hon't go! or  You won't go.

Miscellaneous particles include a quotative, a politeness indica-
tor, an insistence indicator, an annoyance indicator, a sarcasm indica-
tor, and a request for corroboration indicator.

The quotative particle 5213 has two uses, one in conversation and
the other in narvative. If one participant in a conversation says some-
thing to a second, and a third participant does not believe thuat the
second one is roying sufficient attention to it, the third participant
will repeat the sentence (or a paraphrase of it) to speaker two, add-
ing Ei:f at the end to make it clear that he is merely repeating.

(46) g02902 zo”l rme4dyo4 ra°2

will-drink you medicine QUOTATI1VE

Drink the medicine, he says!
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is used
This particle with sentences in narrative folktales to indicate
A

that the information in the sentence is not something the narrator

made up, but rather an established belief of the culture.
. . e
(47) ne ?eh” me® yas°5h3“ gwi.iz‘s rao?
baby is god of-sun QUOTATIVE

It is said that the baby was the sun god.

This particle is not used, however, for reporting gossip or hearsay,
]

nor for quoting speech. Both of these are handled by using the verb
tah32 'say' with the appropriate subject (and, optionaliy, the addressee)

at the end of the quotation. There are many instances of this in the

text; see, for example, sentences 2, 5, 4, and 5.

. . . 4 2
1f the reported sentence 1is negative, the combined form ma ra?”

is used:
2 32 1 4 2
(48) ze g03°o° 20°" ma ra”
not drank you NEGATIVE-QUOTATIVE

pon't drink it, he says!

. . 4 . 32 . .
The politeness particle is ru gwah ~; it occurs with requests

and means 'please':
5 1 4 . 32
(49) ra2kwib’ zo”' wdh° ru gwah3
will-help you to-me POLITENESS
Please help me!
32 0“&'\
The insistence particle is éh y it is used on guestions that are

being repeated because they were not answered to the speuker's sutis-

faction the first time:

2 3,..32 <32
(50) me3 r‘eh3 g‘ao"ah3 z.o"1 oh’3
which place went you INSISTENCE

Come on; tell me where you went!
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. .3 L .
The annoyance particle is ni a°3; it is used to repeat informa-
tion that the speaker feels the addressee should have paid better

attention to the first time:

2 2 2 o~ ~ .3 59
(51) ngahs" ga3°5h3 zo"3 / tah3 °uhl kwa”s ni’a®
Putla went he /) say 1 just-now ANNOYANCE

vidn't 1 just tell you that it was Pytla he went to!
. . dv. 4
The sarcasm varticle is a zi §j it occurs on statements that are
in some sense the opposite of what the speaker means, and thus speci-

fically indicates one kind of nonliterality in addition to strong

negative feeling:

- - -
(52) gu"’nah1 uo:s'a4 gio°yah3 zoh° atyi?
good very did you-plural SARCASM

You really did very well, all right!
, . . . 4...2 . .
The corroboration-requested particle is ne di? , a fused form of
3, 4 ,.,1 , . . .
ne %e di you know', using the affectionate form of the second
. 9 s . \ C
person singular pronoun. (This is the only particle 1 know of with
a transparent etymology.) It occurs on statements which the sneaxker
is inviting the addressee to asree with, much as English you xnow is

used.

s ~y

4., .2
ne di?

[\

= 23 32 .3
(53) dah waa zuu

thus is work CoOllOBORATIUN=-RELESTIED
That's how the work is, you know.
There are two otli:er elerments Lhot ovccur at tie end of a constitu-

ent, are followed by rause, and canuot easily be glossed: the topic

3 . 1
marlker ro”~ and the conjunct marker do? . These two clements do not,
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however, occur sentence-final ona tierefore do not belong in the
raradigmatic set of sentence-final particles.

- 4, 4 3 3 3,3 .3 4 32
(54) be to ro”” / ge’ne e ma” gwaa a

Reto TOr1c saw to John DECLARATIVE

Ae for Beto, he saw John.

-~ 3 ..3 1 .2 1 v 32 4 32
(35) yu’ml” do? / yaa do”? / skah gwaa  a
s0a " CUNJUNCT / salt  CundUsli / bought John DECLawaTiVE

John bought soan and salt.

The particle ro°3 occurs twice in sentence 25 of the text and once in
sentence 31.

The set of sentence-final particles, though large aﬁd loosely
structured, forms a paradigmatic set: at the end of each sentence
a speaker must include one and only one of these prticles. In the case
of, for example, content interrogatives, the structure of the sentence
forces the choice of the particle. 1In other cases, the mode he wishes
to convey determines the choice, because in Copala Trique the choice of
particle is the main syntactic marker of yes-no juestions and impera-
tives. In still other cases, the particle used seems to be chosen
freely by the speaker in accordance with his attitude toward the ut-
terance.lo In section 3. the ways in which illocutionary force con-
strains the choice of particle and other syntactic features will be

examined.

3. Bach and Barnish draw a major distinction Letween communicative
and conventional illocutionary acts. The latter are counts-as rules

that must be sroken by the right person under the right circumstances
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to be effective (1979:108-119). rLhey are essentially the same as
Searle's declarations (1979:16-20) or Austin's verdictives (1962:
Conventionanl acts are not treated in this paper,

largely because the Trique live in a peasant society, and almost all
of its ingtitutions have been forced on them by the dominant Mexican
society. Nearly all conventional acts, therefore, are performed in
Spanish, rather than in Trique.

Bach and Harnish divide communiéative iltocutionary acts into

constatives, directives, commissives, and acknowledgments. Each is

treated in turn.

4.1 tach and tiarnish define a constoative as "the expresszion of a
belief, together with the exnression of an intention that tne bearer
form (or continue to hold) a like beliet'" (1979:42). They subdivide
constatives into fifteen subtypes (not necessarily mutually exclusive),
of which the most general is assertives. Inthat the vast majority of
utterances are constatives, it is eusier to describe the systactic
features that exclude constative force than to descrivbe those that
signal it., 1 will fivst describe assertives, both in terms of what
signals assertive force and what excludes it, and tihen describe the
other tynes in terms of how they differ from assertives.

Assertives are the most common illocutionary act, and are there-
fore the least marked. They may be siinuled by 233, Ly most of the
cmphatic particles, by any of the negative particles, and by some of
the miscel laneous particles. Particles that specifically exclude

constative force of any kind are: all the interrogative prarticles,
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=)
<

. . . 4 _ 32 . ) 3 Lo
the miscellaneous particles ru gwdh (politeness), oh (insistence),
.3 593 . , . .
and perhans ni a (annoyance); and sometimes the emphatic particle
4 " L a ! . ) . .
a . T'he narticle a excludes constative force when it occurs in a
sentence whose verb is in potential aspect and whose subject is first
or second rerson. 1f the subject is first persoa sincular or first
person nlural exclusive, the sentence is ., commissive, and if the sub-
ject is first rerson plural inclusive or sccond person, the sentence

(non NN LA ) :\0‘* )
is ah?jrective. UOther syntactic elements thot rule out coustative

force include the nresence of iaterrogative words and phrases, and
he nresence of certain standardized expressions that denote requests
anu acknowledements, describeu below. The majority of sentences 1in
the text are asyertives, [or example, sentence 1, the watrix sentence
of 2, and hoth the embedded quotation and the matrax sentence of 3.
'redictives and retrodictives differ from as=ertives in beiny
restricted as to time refcrence. JFredictives refer to the future, and
in Trique must appear with the verb in jotential aspecty while retro-
dictives refer to the past, and must appear with the verb in comple-
tive or coptinuntive aspect. Predictives canaot LakKe the quotative
rarticle 3213. Two examples of predictives in tue text are the second
conjunct of sentence 31 and the cmbedded quotation in sentence 32.
~Some examrles of retrodictiives are sentences 1&, 28, 29, and 30.
bescriptives and ascriptives (the difference between then 1s not
clear to we from the delinitions on pace 42) scem to iavolve stative
and enuative sentences, sentences 1:-13 of Lhe text ave statives (some
“with the copula omitted), and the embedded guotation in scutence 16 is

an enuative sentence
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Informatives and confirmatives are expressed in essentially the
same way as simple assertives. Two examples of informotives in the
text are sentence 18 and the embedided fnuotation in sentence 17. lhe
embedsded quotation in scentence 22 is a confirmative because it 1is
based on ipformation sup:;lied b» tne groom. (It is, of course, also
a liel)

Concesg~ives and assentives are sometimes indicated by introducing

.

a sentence with some exrressiow indicoting the truth of the projyosi-

tion put forwar:d by the adidressec:

_ 2 va 3, S 51 D 32 0O
(36) vya usa  a “mil 70 ze waa ra
truly very sieak you that there-is sulters
4 4 =

e Lo u

Neto DECL YT vy
You're richt about Meto ~ulblferiog.
. . . . v 3 . 3
Aszentives are alsc expressed by tie empountic particle zu gwah
: g
as in sentence (33) above. No examprles of concessives or asrentives
arc found in the text.

In o face-savine culture, retractives are rare, snd there does
not seem to be any particular syntactic form for making a retraction.
1n the text, when the narrator realized he had left out something
(see footnote 14), he did not retract what he had said, but simply
went on. 1f a speaker wishes to correct something within a santence,

. . . . 31
however, there is a corvection puarticle, naa , that can be used to
indicate that the speaker is going to correct somethi: ¢ he has just said.

(2]

. S - )
(57) ;kaha“ zo°3 &322 paast i%ko? gu4yahl a®

bought he ten COURRECTIUN twenty candle DECLARATIVE

fle bought ten--no, twenty candles.



Hoilenbach, puge 2

in that reonrle secm to wori'y more about saving face themselves,

than acout helping other reonle to suve fuce, dissentives and dis-

putative: are frecuent illocutionary acts in vopasla Trigque culture.
. . . . . S

Dissentives are likely to be prefaced ity the strong negutive, tah

4 . . N .
ma? . or to e ex-ressed as o opegative sentence with the rarticle

) or me. 1 . while tirere are no examrles of such overt dissentives

in the text, the embedided nuotation in sentence 17 seems to be an
indirect dissentive: by repeating his assertion that he had been
looking for. the rab:it, the coyote is telling the rabtit that he is
not convioced by the rablit's claim that there are rany raboits that
look n?ik6>Lhnt hoe Dbas the wronz rabbit. Disputatives uiten begin

“

with the coniunction £ah™ ne”™ 'but'y sentence 19 of the text, which
i 2

berins with £ah™ ne”, disvutes the unstated ciaim that the coyote is

loohing for that carticnlar rabbit because he is «angry witin him

about the tricks he played in the past.

Resronsives are likely to contiain one of the emphatic poarticles,

i

4 R 2

esprecialiy a or a doh”; see sentewnces (23) and (31) above. it is
not clear to e whether res:onses to reaquests, a= well as responses to
questions, belonr under resronsives, or wiether they are commissives.
1 tentatively treat them here as resronsives. The embedued guotiations
in sentences 27, 35, and 39 of the text are positive responses to re-
asueslsy no resronses Lo ~uestions occur in tie text.
. L S . . ) v .3
Sugrestives and suinusitives sometimes begin with sah  'maybe!
—_—

(Literaliy, 'it splits').

v 3 2 33 .3 RS TG PYS 32
(58) sah ne” di iuzw1°) nii® wiY 20”? a®
maybe and killed they to him DECLAK.TIVE

terhaps they killed him.



1n
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There are no examples of sumrestives or suppositives in the text.

1.2 sccording to Bach and uarnish, directives both "express the
sneaker's attitude toward some nrospective actioa by the hedarer" and
"express the snrieaker's intention . . . that nis utterance . . . be
taken os (a) reason for the hearer to act" (1179:47). iirectives
include reguestives, auestions, requirements, prohibitives, permis-
sives, anid advisories. [lequirements, rrohibitives, and rermi%nives
are distinguished from the others in that they involve authority on
the rart of the sreaker uver tie addressec.

 the six Kinds of dircetives, cuestions sre the most cleavly
di-tinguished, as in all other natural langueges that 1 am acquainted
witin, Conala Trinue cuestions are ciearly distinguished from all other
illocutionary acts, snd content aquestions are sharply distinguished
from yes-no queﬁtions, even though there is no a priori pragmatic
reason [or making such a distiuction. Yes-no anuestions are always

. 4 w 2 .

marted by the rarticle na? or za® ; they have no other syntactic
<jenals. Sentences (13), (1G), and (17) above are examu:les of yes-no
questions; there are no examnles in the text. Coantent questions are

marked by an initial intervogitive word or phrase, uand usually also
5 (Fhs Trbaddied_grostation 15, land 60D
ga”. Sentence (21) alove andﬁsentghce>59f5f the text
T o (Hhe eweitdid opaet ations 1'm
are examples of content nuestions with 52:, 5hdz:;h¥5hées 4 and 9 arc

by the rarticle

)
examnles in which ga  has been omitted before a vocative. 1In both

kinds of questions, a vocative has a snecial form endine in zlotial

stop; see sentence (17) above and the embedided auotations in sentences

4 and 9 of the text.
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Renuirements, nositive reauests, and nositive advisories ure
not clearly distinguished from each other. All may be expressed by
a sentence with the verb in notential aspect and second nerson or

first person nlural inclusive subject. The final particle is usually
4 . . - e 23
a'. For greater politeness in a trivial request, the quantifier dobh
'a little' may be used in the sentence:

2.2 1 23 ~~02 4

(59) gza @ z0”" doh yaé B
will-nass you a-little salt PeRsSUASION
Please pass me (a little) salt!

In matters of ereater significance, politeness is sometimes expressed

: . 4 . 32 . . .
by the rarticle ru gwih —, as in sentence (49) above, or by nrenoxing

o sentence that menns ‘do me a (litile) favor':

] = Y

. .2 ) 1 23 4 o2 2 2 ) 1
(60) gi~?yan~ zo?  dobh ze nido / ne” ra wwih 207

will=-do you a-litt'e {avor / anid wili-nelp you
1 4 4 4 4 _. 3 4

wih™ 2zya ndo  be so  mah a

two hundred neso to-me ":nEUAS1ON

Do me a fovor, and lend me two hundred pesos!
sentences with morks of roliteness are probably best considered to be
requests, rather Linn requirvments. In the text tiere are tirec instan-

. . _ . . . 4
ces of inclusive requests: sentence 23, wiich ends with a j; the embed-

3

. . , ., . v. 32 .
ded suotation in sentence 24, which ends with zih y and the first con-

Junct of the embedded quotation in sentence 25, wiiich has no particle
because it is followed by a conjunction. ‘ihere are also a number of
examrles of second person imperatives: five of the copjuncts of the
embedded quotation in sentence 23, the first conjunct of scntence 31,

the main clause of the embedded cuotation in sentence 37, and two of
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the conjuncts in the embedded quotatioun in sentence 38. DMost oif
these requests have no particle because they are not sentence-finalj

. ~ . 4 0 . .
but the request in seontence 37 ends in a . (lThe empbatic particle

5 <)

azdah at tue end of tne cmbedded quote in sentence 38 sevins to go
with tihe final clause of the quotation, wihich is a reason for maxking
the requests.)

Prohihitives, negative requests,zuud nezative advisories, like
their positive counterparts, are not clearly distinguished from each
other. All are expressed by using the future negotive adverhb Eﬂi
followed bv a verb in completive aspect (whien tozetner carry the
Ternine 'nesative notential'), a second rerszon of icclusive subject,
and a negative rarticle,  Unless maried as a request Dy Lhe pre-ence
of wome =ienal such as 'do me o (little) yavor', o newntive reaaest

1 Domorhenous with a dutnre secative statement:

. 2 3,~, 02 1
(61) ze~ ga “@h 20?7 ma®
nct went You  NEGATLVE
von't go! or You will not go.

There is ore negotive renuest in the lext: wne of the conjuncts in
the embedded cuntation in sentence 38, which has no (article because
it is followed by a conjunction. Its force as an imperative, rather

than as a declarative, is determined only by context,

“he remaining class of dircctives, which is permissives, iIs charac-

. . L e 3
terized by by tle use of the verb form ga “wee
followed by a sentence with the verb in potential asrect and o second

rersan or inclusive subiject. | .rticles may be neutral or emnhatic.

'it will be tossible!
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= vy )

o .
. & S} - ey 2 )
(62 pa 2wee zu ndh 20”7 ga %wee

will-be-jos=ible=-it will-run you will-be-rossible-it

~ 1 9 a2 502 3..cr v 4 1 352
rah “ / tah ~no 20 ri aa Zéiv @ Q
IANEED keUasS1uN / say mean face-of woman  GaCLARATIVE

"Go abiead apdg run away!' the man sél:: To Lhe womub.

S iz coussible to list o two alternstives 1o titdis way:

' ) s B ) . ;3
o 2, = Lo 2 23
(63) L Pnee a0 Palh S 2wee

aili-be=ros=ible-it will->u you vill-be-po-sible-it

L 2 L1 2, 29 4
i nith 20”7 na “wee a’

wili=stay you will-be-rosgsible-it oisuasiua
You may 20 or stloay.
Neeatives are rare io cermissives ond such sentences are often rephrosed

rogitives. There tre no examrm les of permissives in the text.

3.3 ftach and Harnish define commissives as '"acts of obligating one-
self or of proposing to obligate oneself to do sometniug srecified in
the propositional content'" (1979:45-30). Commissives include promises
and of fers.

iromises and offers are not always distinguisned frow ench other.
Both are marked by having verbs in potential aspect and first person

singular or first rerson rleral exclusive subjects, «uad they usually

. . 4 .
takke the rersuasion povticle a . ifromises are otften furilner signaled

. =9 . PR
by veing the adverb ya "truly! (sometimes rerected or modiiled Ly an

adverh ne:ning 'very' for cwmrhasis).

‘

3 23 2 1 < 3
(64) vya ya ga~ ”nah’ a’oyuh®  a

Sy -

\VJ

D)

truly truly will-come-1 tomorrow PERSUASLIUN

1'lY come tomorrow for sure!
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Offers may be furtber sigraled by the adiudition of a4 suvcrdinate
if-clause to the sentence, or by using a question to exjp:ress them

indirectly:

- R | 3, 5 S 3< 3 4 R G 1)
(63) ga ”nah a “yub ze ze me ra 20”7 a
will-come=-1 tomorrow if are inside you DECLARATIVE

{11 come tomsrraw if you want me to.

1

(66) rn"°nuhl ra zo°l nn?
will-come-1 think you INTERAVGATIVE
Do you think I should come?
In the text there arce twe examples of promises or ofters, both in
sentence 25; no rarticles cccur with tiege hecauze tney aro followed
by conjunctions.,

ach and arnisih wention several special cas=ses of prusises,

including contracts and hets; the cos
vaths, zuarantees, and surrenders; and the commissive-disective com-
binaticen invitations. While controct, énths, and invitations, at
least, are comron acts in tce culture, I Know o1 no syotactic feotures
that corselate with any of them. Bach and darnish also mention twu
snecial cases of ofters, volunteerines and Lids. altaough wvids are
particularly corron in tie culture, as in haggling over prices in the
market, acain I Kknow of no syntactic features thut correlate with

either of them.

3.4 According to Bach «nd Barnish, acknowleougments "express, rer-
functorily if not wenvinely, certain feelings toward the hearer...

arrrorriate to particular sorts of occasions" (1979:51). acknowledg-
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ments include apologies, condolences, congratulations, greetings,
thanks, wisches, acceptances, and rejections. The last two are re-
sponses to other acihnowledzments,

Two kinds of utterances Which are common in 1rigue culture but
which do not fit.readilyv into the above scheie are leave-tahings and
scoldings. Leave-takings avre appronriate to particular situations,
but rarely involve even a jperfunctory exnression of feeling toward
the addressee. 1n “orala iriaue cuituregxﬂ 1olite visitor must Lleke
rro—er leave of [:ig houst. Because of their role in filling social
exrectations, tirerefore, 1 have clhosen to class leave-takings with
greetings in this roper. seoliings, on the other hand, involve the
exrression of strong (oecotive) feclines on rthe vart of tie speaker
townrd the ikiressee, butl are not aprroeriate to sny rarticular social
sittuations. In tiot “ach and Harnish adwmitl thet wishes can be nega-

tive, in wiich case they are callied curses (l9Y79:34), L have ciiosen Lo

copnsider scoldings Lo be neustive congratulations in this paper. 1t
(owever .y

Y Nl - —
would also be rossible)lv class leave-turings and scolidings as con-

ctatives., A siwmilar rrouslem arises wien vwo consider the resronses to
a scolding. 4 rositive respvonse could be eitiner an acceptance, which
ia a kind of acknowledgment, or an assentive, which is & .~ind of con-
stative; and a necative response could be eitier a rejection (acknow-
ledoment) or a dissentive (constative). jeruaps in mosl coses they are
both acknowledgments and coustaetives,

Unlike constntives, divectives, and commissivey, wnich are mar<ed

mainly

Y particles, asprect, and verson, ond pernit a great deal of

freedom in the propositional content; acknowledgnents tend to be sig-

-
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naled by frozen, formulaic, expressions.

Apologies are not common because of the desire to save face. It
is far more common for an offensive act to be ignored by the person
who committed it than for him to issue an apology. The most common

. . . 2 2
way of expressing an apology, however, is to use the expression ga raa
v.3 32 1 . ' . .
zi “naa 20” 'be patient', alone with a particle, or followed by the

. 32 32 . -
complementizer ze waa and a sentence expressing the offense. Such

a sentence must have a verb in completive or continuative aspect, and a

first person subject.

(67) ga2r382 ‘z'ia"naa32 zo”l zeS.‘3 waa32 gaskaa32 d555
will-? hunger-of you that there-is bLurned paper-of

zo”l g’is"yaa5 °Ghl 332

you did 1 DECLARATIVE

Be patient {with me) cven though | burned your book!

There are no examples of apologies in the text.
Condolences are often expressed by using an expression meaning
(?..Q’°"T(’T:2§M'A\; vy and
'poor you!' or by one meaning 'l am sad that' followed By%?—EéntEﬁéé
exrressing the sad event that occasioned the condolences:
.2 4 1 4

(68) ni“ke z0° a

poor you PERSUASION

Poor you!

14 anl zeo® 32 3 .,3 .4
(69) na°no” ra °ih” ze ~ waan gawi”® nii
tell inside 1 that there-is died mother-of
zo°l a32

you DECLARATIVE

1'm sorry that your mother died.
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There are no examples of condolences in the text.

Congratulations may be positive or negative. Positive congratula-
tions are rare in Copala Trique culture because of envy. The role of
envy is so strong that people who experience good fortune often try to
hide it or make light of it rather than arouse envy. Congratulations .
are sometimes expressed, however, by using an expression meaning 'you
did well' (or one meaning 'you fared well'), either alone with a particle
or followed by o. complementizer and a sentence.

1 ze32 waa32 3. 3 5 1

S
(70) Suznahl gisVyaa z0? gu du ?weh” zo0?

good did you that there-is sold you

skuh5 a32

COow DECLARATIVE

You did well to sell the cow.
Negative congratulations, or scoldings, are, on the other hand, fairly
common. The insistence particlexggi? and the annoyance particle ni:sa"':s
often turn a sentence into a scolding; see sentences (50) and (31) above.
The most common way to scold, however, is to ask questions, especially
why questions--in other words, to use a standardized kind of indirect

speech act. The following sentences are taken fcom recorded text

material, each by a different speaker.

(71) dah1 tah32 zo°l na3°wvh32 zo"l Ekah2 zo”l znos”o2 /
how say you are-unwilling you will~-take you man /

ne2 me3 ;es"e4 gust::'uh32 664 zo"l ne3'70h3 ga2 /

and which base bore also you baby INTERRUGATIVE /

tah32 ¥3i% da2oninl a%mii®? uB¥at yood @32

says man having-child speaks much that DECLARATIVE

“"How can you say you don't want to get married, and why did you
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have a baby then?" her father said, very upset.

4 3 3 4 1 3, ..32 .
(72) me3 se ne u no zo? a “mii n1"‘4
which base not hear you speak we-inclusive
2 32 4 1 5..32 5, 2 32
ga / tah za na  ri‘aa 2no°-20 ao
INTERROGATIVE / says woman face-of man UDECLARATIVE

"Why don't vou pay attention when 1 speak?'" the woman said

to the man.
the the nonliteral use of the inclusive pronoun in plhce of first
‘singular to soften the staotement a little bit, in a manner similar
to the use of editorial we in unglish) ihere are no instances of
either nositive coneratulations or scoldings in tive text in d.

“reetines include both true grevtings (conversation openers) and

lenve-takings., True greetines are not varticuturly cosvon, Lul Lhere
sre ceitiin sentences that are standardized woys of opening conversa-
tions that also functiomwm as greetings. They differ in form according

to the rlace of meeting. On the trail, the staondard opener is:

—— 3 32 S, ., 0L L 2
(73) we reh” " ga ?3h°" zo” ga“

you GNTERRUGATILIVRE

which pluce went
Where are you going?
vhen one person visits another one, the visitor may initiate the con-
versation by saying:
(74) me® "yaa5 207" ga;
what do you INTEicOGATIVE
What are you doing?
or, if the host is not in sight:
(75) ne4 zo”l na"4

sit you INTEAROGATIVE

Are you home?
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Sometimes the host speaks first; he is likely to say:

(76) ga3°na04 z.o"l a3

[

came you DECLARATIVE

You came.
after which the guest is likely to answer:

(77) ga3°nah3 a4

came-1 VEKSUAS 1TUN
In the text, the coyote initiates a conversation in sentence 2 by
saying, "lere you are,'" after which he launches immediately into his
quarrel with the rabbit, without waiting for the rabbit to reply to
his conversation opener. In the twenty yeuars 1 have bLeen in the Trique
area, 1 liave witnessed the emergence of new greeting patterns which con-
sist of simply naming the time of day. This is almost certainly a re-

N : . /
sponse to the pressure of the Spanish ereetings, buenos dias, buenas

tardes, and buenas noches. Typical greetings of this type include:

3 ‘. P
(78) guu gta°l gwn3 a32

became high sun DECLARATIVE
Good morning. (considerably later than sunrise)
(79) d13°nuu32 né'h1 a4
dusk INDEED PERSUASION
Good evening. (shortly after sunset)
Leave-takings, unlike greetings, are socially required. A visitor
leaves a house by saying:

(80) ga2°§h n5hl a4

o

will-go~-1 LINDEED PERSUASION

I'm going now.
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On the trail, one of the speakers may say:
(81) n5h23 waa32 na2°'a'h2 n5hl a4
thus is will-head~-home-1 INDEKD PERSUASION
1'11 be on my way home now.
The only example of a greeting or leave-taking in the text is the
conversation opener in sentence 2.
There are two standardized expressions for expressing thanks:
(82) nizkezsﬁra4 zo°1 a:52
poor ; inside you DECLARATIVE
Thank you.

. o
(83) gGGS ni"’"yah~3 nio? a

32
became blessed we-inclusive DECLARATIVE
Thank you.
These expressions also occur with a complementizer and a sentence
expressing the reason for the thanks:
(84) g663 n12°yah23 ni"4 ze32 waa32 re3ke4
became blessed we-inclusive that there-is gave
200! yasgfih5 ndh°  aS2
you clothing to-me DECLARATIVE
Thank you for giving me clothing.
There are no examples of thanks in the text in 4.
Wishes include both positive and negative ones. Because of the
role of envy in the culture, positive wishes, like congratulatious, are
rarely offered, and Fhere is no standardized form fpr expressing them.

Negative ‘wishes, or curses, on the other hand, are fairly common. They

are standardly expressed by stating the opposite of what the speaker
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wants to hanpen, in other words, by using sarcasm, which is a kind of ™

. . 4v 4 . .
nonliterality. The sarcasm particle, a zi , is not, however, used in

—

curses, hut is reserved for other kinds of sarcasm;i The following
LAY

examnles of curses are taken from recorded text material.

2 2 3v 4 3 S 1 1 3 32

L2v. ~ v - .
i85) gi“zi“”ndh" u"sa’ da"”nii” zo0”  nu? ga wii

will-abound much child-of you complete went-out
2 4
nu‘71 gu3°§h3 a

complete went PERSUAS 10N

May your children abound forever and ever! (= may they all die!)

(86) yah23 dah23 gi3°yaa5 di°1 méh3 / ne2 gaZZih2 da3'7nii5
now thus did you to-me and will-grow child-of
dio! ndaa23 aaz? di°l a’t / tah°- }:uzgwaz”é"4
you even animal-of you PERSUASION / says grandmother-of-
ga3°ah32 nos rohl z0°3 aSZ
us-inclusive Ga”ah hear the-two he DECLARATIVE

""Because of what you did to me now, may your children grow,

and even your animals!" our crandmothcer Ga”ah said to the

two of them. (= may they be small and sickly!)
There are no examples of either positive wishes or curses in the text
in 4.

The form used for acceptances depends on the kind of acknowledg-

ment being accepted. For thanks and leave-takings, the appropriate
response is simply SEEE 'yes'. for some other types, for example

greetings of the form 'you came', the appropriate response is to repeat

the information back, for example:



(87) (speaker 1)

(speaker 2)

Jollenbach,

3 2
ga "na"4 zo"1 a3

came you DECLARATIVE
You came.

ga3°nah3 a“doh
EMPHATIC

came-1

I really came!

page 34

The rejection of an acknowledgment is quite rare and would be considered

extremely rude. There are no special syntactib elements that mark re-

jections, but silence in place of the expected acceptance is one way to

comwunicate a rejection.
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Free translation:

1. And so it (the rabbit) was sitting there, and the coyote
came along again. 2. "Here you are, brother," he (the coyote) said.
3. "I looked hard for you, but theres no way to find you, brother,"
he said to the rabbit. 4. '"Wwhy were you looking for me, brother<" the
rabbit said to him.

5., It harpened that the rabirit said (the following). 6. ‘Rnd,
”SOmeohe is counting on me, brother," he said. 7. 'Someone is counting

on me, and there is a job

Hollenbach, page 37

" he said. 8. '"Someone is counting on

I am eoing to do now, brother,
me, but it was you that we were really looking for, brother," he said.
9. "Why were you looking for me, brother?i" the rabbit said to the
coyote.

10. "t there veaiiy are a lot of us. 1l. Jur ftaces are indeed
the same. 12, Qur faces ave indeed the same. 13. The faces of each
one of us are not different. 14. The faces of us brothers are indeed

the same. 13, Our faces are indeed the same. 16. The faces of us

all are indeed just one face," he said to the coyote.
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17. "I wuas lookine very bard for you, brother," the coyote said
to the rabbit.

18, It hap:rened thot the rabbit had another idea. 19. [t
happened that he said again. 20. and, '"Somecone is countin: on me,"
he said. 21. '"Someone is counting on me, and it happens that 1 am
going to become a sponsor--1 am zoing to become a sponsor, the groom
really says," he said to the coyote. 22. "The groom is going to get
married, and 1 am coing to become a sponsor, a groom really says," the
rabbit said to the coyote. 23. '"Let's gol" 24. "Let's surely go!"

the rabbit said to the coyote.

Hol tenbach, page 41

25. "Let's go, and you sit here, and beat the drum, and I'll zive you

a drum, and I'll give you a violin, s#nd with your feet, beut the drum, and
with your hands, nlay the violin, and do that while you're sitting here,
and one of my comnanions is counting on me, and 1'm going to become a
sponsor, he really says," the rablLit said to the coyote.

26. The coyote believed it again. 27. "Ukay," he said. 28. He

took the violin. 229. fe took the Jdrum. JO. The rabbit sat him down
in the mid!le of some banboo indecd. 31. "Sit here, and right nere

there will be a ficsta todey indeed.



tiollenbach, page 43

32, Right here there wil!l be a very bis fiesta ri;hf away,'" the rabuit
said to the coyote. 33. Tite rabbit sat thie coyote in the middle of a
big bhamboo match. 34. 1t was in the wmiddle of a very big bamsbuo patch,
and the bamboo was lying all around, and it was in the mid:dle of the
bamboo patch that the fiesta was going to take place, the rabbLit said to
the coyote. 33. "Ohkay," he said. 36. e woas sitting «nd walting.

37. "™vhen we set off the si.nrocketg, ticn best the drum harder," the

rabbit said again to the coyote. 38. "The skyrockets will come nearer

and nearer as they explodej; until the skyrockets xeep ausproaching

nearer and nearer, then

tlollenbach, page 43

beat the drum harder, and don't be otraid, and beat tne drum harder
heciause we'll surely be coming there right away," the rabupit said to
the coyote. 39. "Okay," he said. 40. He woited ..nd waited for the
skyrockets to exirlode. 41. 71t was quiet. 42. Vop, pon, pop!

43. 1t baprened that the exnlodin. began indeed. 44. It began to
explode a lot indeed. 45. 1t expnloded a lot--pop!; it kept on
exnloding a lot--pop! 46. It exploded and creaked--nop!; it exploded
and creaked- nop!; it exploded a lot--pop! 47. The coyote beat the

drum again even more as he was sitting there.



Hollenbach, page 47

48, ile beat the drum a lol as he was sitiling in the bamboo putch.

49. Thus was he doineg as he was sitting in the mildl'le of the bambouu.
50. 1t happened that as he wos sitiing, he didn't realize what

was happening. 351. lie was beating the drum hard wvhilce he was situiing

there. 52, After that he thouziit that skyrockets were exploding, but

it wasn't skyrockets exnloding. 35, 1t was just fire coming around

the edege of the bamboo--pop! 54. It harpened that the rabbit set

fire also to the edge of the bamboo, and all around the edge of the

bambon the rabbit set fire to it also and went away. 335. -and then the

covote was sitting in the middle of the bamboo Leating the drum as he

Iat, 56. lie beat the drum hard as he sat.

Holienbach, page 49

37. -The bamboo kept on exrloding and coming closer. 58. lle beat the
drum more. 59. "When will they arrive?" the coyote wonders as he is
sitting there. 60. "ifhen will they arrivel" the coyote wonders.

61. 1t exploded and exploded and exploded and exploded. 62. The
coyote doesn't wonder if fire is coming from tle edge of tiie bamboo
there. ©3. The coyote thinks that skyrockets are exploding us he sits
there. 64. And sao he was sitting there, and the fire came along.

65. te burned up indeed. 66. MHe burned up, and that's how he died

indeed. 67. The coyote died in the middle of that bamboo patch.



68. le died as he was lying there.

lollenbach, page 31

69. 1t hanrened that the bamboo finished buraning, and then the

rabbit came hack, and, "Wow, youlre laughing a lct as you lie there,

brother," the rabhbit said to the coyote. 70. The burning fire bad

caused tihe coyote's mouth to be scorched. 71. as foer the cuyote's

wouthi it was scorched as he was lying
rerson lying there is already laughing
rizht now indeed.
73. That'e what the rabbit did.
U

coes. 75. Hut it's npot a new story.

been arcound gince long ago,

there. 72. aind so, "The

indeed,”" the raboit suid again

~1

1. That's just how his story

76. 1t's an old story that has

Helienbach, page 33

77. itis story has been like that forever and ever. 78. The story

that we tell to our companions is finished.
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The following text is the final episode of & tricikster =eries in

which tne rabbit always wins outl over larger, carnivorous, animals.

series A enrs Lo nave Gld ferld origins, but is widely uistrinuted

throushout Mesoamerica at ~resent. ‘'hese stories are extremely propular

amone the Corala Tricue, »resumably becauvce, as a Jowntrodden cultural

minnrity, they ddentifv with thie rabbit, who triumchs over tie oniressors

in srite ol his weakness and insignificance.
The sentences of Lhe text are numbered and accompanied by a literal
trassiation. Sentence-final narticles XEREXRREEKRRX are uvoderlined.

A

6.

=~

free translation ot the text is given on facing pages.
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2 L 4 1 o v 3 5
ShT o oeweTno T di oeubho / tah 20”7 & //

will=go-1 right-now Lrother / says it-an SpllL

ey = .y = A1 3 . IR / 1

. [ ) e - ~ O - ——
waa 2ii7 nu wwah ra maht / #ubh”T ne” wee 20?9

there-is lie-who slronz inside to-me brotier / but also lo you

1

- - A

<

[»

»3 Y 4 3 L 1 32 v O
no"no”° u'sa  nuh di nuh® / tuh 207 o

looked=-for mucl we-excl{usi

e} uretiher / snvs il-an UECL
- - 3

S w i W) ,‘l_,ll. ~ E -l
me” e nanoe? ze? T pOhT @i wu? / tah

which base looked-for you to-me brolier / says rabbit face-of
oy T

- -
grno°y5h“" a= //

covote DECT,

2 o 1 3v 4 53002 L 4 ,
£oh” ne” we"ce uVsa s wub’ aTHoh /. !
vut also many very we-excl EMPH(:vic) e e
. Y
2 b) - 3o - !
o D 9
cuTyA8T riASYT oub 1oh // \
L !
same face~-of us-excl @R
o 9 T3 3 4
~~ RS POPRY 3 ) o
guTydaT ri“ac nuh nah” a //
same face-of us-excl INDEED PERS(uasion)
3 2 ‘ 390 3 52 D 2 35
3 .2 o2 O~ 2 2 ) 4
ne- i no wan ri aa 00 %0 nuh ma? //

not ditflerent are face-0f one vne us-excl NEG(ative)
2 .2 38 . 3..32 .3 .2 1 5 1 4
cuTyaAT waa ri”aa nih” di®nuh” nuh nah a_ //
same are face-of the-nl(ural) havinr-brother we-excl INDEED

2 .2 RS JUPSRCIA] 3 1l 4
cu”yaa ri“aa"" npuh” n&h” a  //

same face-of us-excl 1NDhAD P5

s, 2 5 ~o2 S 3,402 S ~,9 5 ~. 1 4 02 w 3
yo ?0° ri“aa" " me” ri"ada da " rd”” nub” nah a / tah®" Zo®

one face-otf are (ace-of all us-excl LADueD PERS / says it-an

3,32 v 3, 32 562
vi“BA°° zga“oyE@hT At T //

face-of covote DECL




19,

1o

te

2

vah” ndo

strong much

S YU v o9
ri aa 20
face-of it-an

~o2 3 2
da me ze

thus is that

- - -
~C o J W
da me ze
thus is that
2 32
ne- / waa z

and / there-is

-~

A2
231

W nu

he=-w

there-is

~ 3 4
rih” ba' drl n

wili-become~-1

tuhSL @ldoh / tah 2 Zo”s riaﬁﬁsz gu5°55hal iif //

says WMPH / says it-an face-of coyote 0uCHL

nazrn2°aa23 Zilg nazra:°au'— / ne” gui°ﬁh! gﬁhs
will-zet-married he-who will-zet-marricd / and wili-so
basdr14n04 / tah3 002 ziis tuhsz a:dﬁh2 / tahsv dusquqyusz
sronsor / says one he-who says EMPH / says rabbit face-of
ca3°y5h32 QEE // .

covote DECL

qe2°uh0 ni"‘1 2?;//

will-go we-incl PERS

g3205h3 ni”? ;ihSL / tah® du:)gu/'*yu:)'3 risﬁa'ﬁ ga3°y5h32 ﬂiﬁ
will-ro we-incl EMPH / says rabbit face-of coyote DECL

= -

(S
0

3

? na

looked={or-1

22 7/

DECL

9 32
2a

wiil
went-out

)

oL L
tah un

says agini

)
il
he-who
) e
swiarh v
ho strong

()

snponsor

8} o]
no

2]
nu KkKw

(V]
“oh

B

will-go

1 4
mi 20”0 di

vt 31 ) ou
ug raa du guya
asain head=-of raobit
v 35
z0° /!//
n it-an DECL
- . -
23 4 o3
ah ra mah
strong inside to-me
45 2
6l nei 1 ne K e
inside to=-me / and 1t
2 0 5) I RS R
¢th™ ba dri no /ot

wilt=-become=-]

nuh

S
/ tah 40’ a_

Hollenbach,

/ tdh

ga

to you hrother / says coyote

page 40

Lo~ 02
yo?  uud  a
that als, oiEClL

iWHS / says

]

Toah”

[

?yai

52 //

it-an DECL

Pt s ltiat will-go
3 .0
ab 411
snonsorr / says he-who

will=becointe-1

COtrj

¥



93}

~

T

>

(92}

Hollenbkaeh, jage 42
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finished story tell we-incl face-of co:panion=of us-incl DECL
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3. . , .
There are gowre exceplions Lo Lhls wewerailz
mav end wit!. a vocative, rother tihan a ;avticle.

cede vocatives, xud others are optionalis omitied

. . 32 , .
and others, like a’ y hever rreceue vecallves.,

end with an onomatoroeic word, rather than & :arti

] tion 4. Law oevamries of DL winds of exce tion

oc

auotation in sentences 2, &, and 17 end in o vocent

A2, 15, and J6 end in an ouvmdtovoveic form,

It is of interest ! i od Tansiase wits v
Lo, Lhoe ~ariicie o ! S : L SIRRTELNE .
pitceh, oo OR 1 Le ot Lo ‘ DR I RPN
low ritch. hiz eanoe 1 ot bel Lice

on v mngliteh and wany
cdirsu oporson lured dnclustoe Tores yapclode

second person roeferent®, HeCause Secunt: 3

¢’ asen to consider lnclusgive Porms towether witn secod nerson

a8

imrerative.,

The ctires

: o _
article mai_ S0 oceurs in

. . . 3 2
have the necative “articles ne or ze~, There . e

o

N 32, . S et el : .
examrle, tah™™ 'tiere diso'y', whose meaning is

<

that cooccur with ma®

S0He

ation.

AR S
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ielour
cle., 1&
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ivtually

Pououation

sidy k

inclutded, 1

setences thi:t do
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few verbs,

vosentence

ticles ire-

vucatives,

A =entence way wlso
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o o intuna-
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Liera Found

aotier languages,
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9 . . . . 3. 4 1
1t is also common to u=e the uniused forms, ne " ?e z0? or

3 B 1 . . . , . . .
nej”: di?” parentiieticel!ly within scentences, wiere 1l fuactions

s a request ror corroboration, or as a hesitation marker wiien
the sreaker cannot think of what to say next.

0 - . .
il the theory of conversations were understood as well os
e svotax of modes, it might prove tu be e case thot tie choice

of rarticle is alwoys fairly tiehtly constroined, ratber tihan frecly

Tt is not enticely clear to e why iace and <urntsh should

Lave chosen to it oscrarate i

' locutivanry acis of reauiring andg
to distinguish between
srohiibiting, but not Fwx other positive-negutive counter;arts, such

ag - ositive and nemative reacuests or germissives,  urtherwore,
rositive-nezative jolarily does not seem velevant to most constative
and commigsive acts. Perhans Lie desire Lo recognize Lbe Lirce-way

distiinction among requiring, prermitting, and prohibiting was a factor

in tiis decision.

In my work on this paner 1 iave exomined seven toliklore texts

heside the one in gection 4. OF the arproxizstely forty recvests cr
oF oder L GO0 Sarttena

cermrands in this curnuﬁ, not one is phrased indircctly via a gquestion.

A}
Searle's list of questions conveutivinliy used Lo 2rform iudirect
directives (LO979:36-3D), il trupslated jcto Conala Trisve, would [all

totally flat as directives., They would be tathen at face value as

R

aquestions, or at Lest, bhe fivured sot iunflerentially.,
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’
panpuel Camilo daniresz Rantiugo, & menoliungual speaker of

Toreta Triosue froen San iguel Copala, Putla, Oasxaca, Mexico, recorded
tihig foliztale on magnetic tame on 7 Uctober 1972, at that tise he was
about twenty-cizht years old and had had little or no schiooling. The

. . v N e o P ¢ ’
aprears here was edited with the hely of Juan Lopez

version th:
N PO . o e R . [ H A . PR o

sercipn snd Patlo temirer Mlores, pilincueal sreckers ol Lopala frique
"\

{rom Sab: aa, Joxtlahuaca, Jaxaca,

erisode ofa series told

Tecavse this foliktale 1s the concludine

o =illins, 1t dacks Lhe usuel iotroductory featares of w

iscourse, aud the rabolt is refereod Lo by » _ronoun in tie

ProsL osentence, T RS atsl oxe ! Li Cut: ¢ Lt M-
LRnLas PR, owitichosum oue, polojust Lais ecisode, cut The wiavle series.

14

at the end ol sentence 4 the stuge is set {ur the rabbit's

snoech about all rebivits looking alike that is found in sentences 9-16.

Stor arterently forgets wheree e 1s, Lovwever, sand in senteaces
F-& he stirtg to tel! the coyote how be necds his pelp for a wediding
fiesta., At this preint he realizes his mistake, zives the rabbit's

gneeci, and resunes the wedline stery @l sentence 17.
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