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THI: PAMLS OF GANTA MARIA egngLCU? Se L T

: . ' ibe somyp-
O. Irtroduction: The purpose of this peper is to descz_
goneral anthropologlcal features of the I'ame lndians. Some
translations of native texts are also included.

' D8, sst corner
1. Location: On & government 'ejido' neur the southecs
of the state of Jan Luis Potos{ and bordering the_stute of
Queretaro, live most of the Pame Indians, The villa?e which
consists of five main buildings is called Santa Maria Acapulco.

1.1 The terrain is rough, rocky, and mountaincus., From the villegg
one can see several ranges, each appearing hicher than the one
before it., The village is approximately 4500 ft. above sea level,
Some of the valleys are considerably lower and the Santa Marfa
River which is an hours walk from the villauge, is perheps 3500
ft. a.s.1. The exceedingly rocky mounteiris allow only one means
of trensportation from Lagunillas, 25 riles from it. Merfa, to
points of grester distance to the south end east; that means is
by burro or horse. kven horsea make some of the descents with
difficulty. The mountain foilage 1s usually low green bushes

and cacti. lLarge trees suitable for building materials are
scarce and the natives carefully guurd them,

1.2 The climute is generally very dry. Temperuture extremes
range from 107 to 30 degrees P. The indians do not know what
snow is but have experienced sleet and ice storms, With the

proper conditions, the temperature drop can be very uncomfort-
able - 40 degrees in a few hours,

2. Government: The Indians are governed by Kexicun law., They
have the privilege of voting for candidates end many of them
exercise thut privilege. The authoritative Kexican muriicipality
is called Sents Catarine and is a long day's walk away foom the
InGiui village. Complicated court cases are taken to the Mexiecen
Judge in Santa Catarina; also the Indian land commissioner is
appointed by the Mexican officials, and he serveg for 3 years.,
lils job is to settle local problems involving lands and ficlds.
He frequently has to carry on correspondence with the Kexican
officlals who advise him on important issues.

_ Locally, the tribe is govefrned by the 3 judges which are
gelocted or appointed to serve for a total of one year. The
chief judge of the year before selects those who follow him,
Lach judge rules or decides cases for a i'ew nonths each yeur.
Frequently the locsl judges arc men of little stemina and little

sense of justice, Une requirecent secems to be thut they be able
to reud and write, That excludcs mary of the older men end those
who have not been able to attend school in order to leara to
read, liowever, the elder men of the tribe are frequently consult-
ed and their wishes and decisions command great respect, In
addition, the locel judge has the right to cell & ‘junta' in
which 8ll the men gather and decide g case, These decisions of

necessityhre sometimes long in forthcoming snd the will of the



majority influences the decision., Tiwme and s cnother 'junta!'
are necessary to reverse the finel vord once it is decided,

5. History: lLittle is krown of the long htictory of the Icme
Indians. Once they were o large and fieree tribe. Following the
Spanish conquest they were driven from the better lund #nd water
sources, The earliest written records secem to De those written
by early monks who taught the Indiarns the fdogmas of the Catholie
Church. T'rom these we learn that the existing church building
was constructed in 1732. The other buildings are: priest's house,
school house, town hall, and the school tescher's hocuse. All of
these stand inside an asymetrical stone wall., They are made of
materials which were gathered locally: sticks, poles, bambco,
rocks, mud, vines, and pulm. The interior of the church revesls
some hend-carved designs nede of wocd, The glant roof is made of
palm which grows plentifully near at hend, Fart of the town-hall
serves as the local jail, In all of the buildings, &s in the
natives' homes, there is furniture of the pleinest sort.
fradition ha$ it that.many years ago there was a spring of
water near the church, If 4t is true, it may be an explanstion
why they built the village =0 far from an adequate water supply.

4, TPeople: The Indians live scattered throughout the mountains
within a redius of & to 10 miles from the village. They are of
average size for Indicns in Mexieo; men average perhaps 5' 27,
the women & little less. A 1948 census revealed approximately
1200 over the age of 4 ycurgs,

4,1 Honogamy is the family type, but illicit relationships are
very common., Furthur, many women without legsl husbands ure
mothers of children. Twins are not considered a disgrace, but
since the only food a child recelves the first yeur is from its
mother, frequently one of the twins is neglected or given to a
women who is able to nurse it. Orphuns are usually cared for by
near reélatives or someone who may want & child but has none of
his own. '

Young people marry about 16 years of age; they are allowed
to choose for themselves who their partner will be, The writer
knows of no special tribal ceremony at & merriage nor tribal
rites performed by the elders of tlre tribe in order that youths
become full-fledged adults. Those who can afford it go to the
Catholic priest in the market town snd he marrys tlem. The cere-
nony may be followed by a small fiesta at which food and drinks
are served to tho guests.

When a young man decides to marry, the girl usually comes
to live in his paternzl home and perticipstes in the work for
the entire family unit, Frequently a ¢hdld may be born while
she is there and if circumstances allow, they get married.

There is a reciprocal relationship between grandfather and
grandson., They are called by lhe same relationship term., Teknon-
omy is evident in a greast mony weys. Unie msy live with a person



for years without krowing his real nalie. Women are especislly
hesitant about giving their names, and also meny are reluctsnt
in saying other names, especlaliy if it is the head of the
home or some elder whom they respect & great deasl. Some oi the
relationship terms are

" laf? - big brother, udd:cssud by & younger men or worali,

tdi? - little bro. " an older womar or girl,
hits - big sister, " " a younger women or girl,
vi - little sis. n " an oeolder men or worin,
Kli - big sister " " a younpger fellow

Othier toérms which were tuken from dpanrish include: '"tat' vather,
'nan' wother, wnd 'tlu' uncle. '

The Tames are rnot a war-like peonle as ig comnonly believed.
They poscess neither guns uor bows and srrows. Murder ic taboo.

4.2 Until very recently, most of the clotheg thut the Indiens
wore were hend-mede. licny still make their clothing of inexpen-
sive cloth which they buy in the merket or from & traveling
merchent, The men wesr white slip-cover chirts and white vsjana-
like pants, The clothing of women varice somewhat according to
the financial means of the party concerined. Generally, it is

a long ankle-length skirt., The skirt iz full with most of the
fullness in the center back. A flounce on the suirt or tiny
pleats avove the hem-line serve to breuk the long lines, The
blouse may be stitched on to the skirt but is more often sep-
arate from the skirt. The sleeves are usually of elbow length
with pleats ard ruffles. Sometimes o collar is made of the same
naterial or any other cclored material znd stitched to the
blouse, The welst usually has a ruflled peplum which covers the
top.part of the skirt, The blouse may open &t toue front or bueck
and®secured with but one fastener at the top. livery woman hus
a 'reboso' which serves for her hat, for carrying the baby, for
& handkerchief, or {for carrying unything else; i.e. egge, wood,
vegetables, fruit, etc. In the daytime it serves to keep her warm
and at night it may be used as a blanket,

Some men and o few women wear bought clothing over their
hone-made undergarments. These are usually of some sturdy
material such as over-all cloth or Indian-hend. lispeciamlly
during fiestas do the Indians love to dress in bright colored
clothing, new hats, and new 'guaraches's A few have worn shocs
and stockings at fiestas during the last year or two,

4,3 Native houses are made of materials which can be gathered
from nearby mountain sides. Poles ere used as wells and as
supports for the roof which is made of palm tied to canc polcs
by & vine or fiber plant. If poles are scarco, cornstalks may
be substituted for the walls. Another plant used for roofs is
called 'junco', a long reed-like grasc.

Houses are usually oval shaped and have but one door. Cae
house has been observed which has but 3 sides inclosed; the other
allows for entrance of the warm sun and oflers an open unobstruct-

ed view of the valley below. liouse furnishtings may inelude:
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chairs or stools, teble, bed, grinfing table with its 'metate',

wooden bowl for 'masa', und scme pottery. aAfter hsrvest season

o corn crib may be tewporurily erected in one corner of the

house or the corn mey be placed in the 'tapenco' or attic. Usually

water buckets, donkey-saddles, und do:kcy-blanzets are lkept lHSidP

or near the house., Somewhere in the houze is an open fire which

is kept burning all the time. Three large stones gerve to hold

the pots or clay griddle above the flume., Hach day it becomes

the chore of someone to gualher enough firewood for that duy.

The nutives do not burn the corn-cobs gince while they burn strange

noises are heurd. These noises are associated with the spirits

of dead babies, like they are crying. 4 wan once said thut after

he had burned corn-cobs he ‘saw a dream that night in which there

wag a child dressed in white clothing end wailing loudly. There-

fore the man became very f'rightened aid no longer burned cobs.
Cooking uténsils coneist of clay pots and dishes, most of

which are locally made of red clay and soft, brllliunt rock,

They have no designs and no. special ceremony is performed while

in the making. iome make their owin stirring spoons of wood.,

Other spoons are purchased in the market along with some fancier

dishes aml cups. In adéition, there are likely to be many hand-

made baskets or 'chiquihuites'; they are used for 'tortillas',

cactus fruit, eggs, corn, and other thirgs,

4.4 Corn is the staple food of the natives, They make 'tortillas'
and less frequently, 'tamesles' from it., The only other home-grown
crops are beans, squash, and chick-pewus; however these are not

a very dependeble souree for focd since land is poor znd raiufall
is uncertain. tore often than hot the wutives have nothing but
corn., If the price is low, they =zometimes buy beuns to eut. Uther
foods which &sre imported are: brown suger, coflee, salt, bresd,
meat, cookies, und some fruit.

There are a few citrus-fruits growa locully but not iu
sufficient quantities to be & purt of & steady diet. The lidiens
gather edibles from the herb snd cuctus plants which grow every-
vhere, A few 'capulind' trees grow in the ares but constitute
rno greet source of food. Although the netives have chielens wn:d
other domesticated animule, they eut few eggs or other animul
products. Iggs are usually sold and the money used to buy
brown sugar, cofiee, or some other needed item.

Meat is considered & delicacy and if someone hasthe good
fortune to have a pig, when he kills it the mewt is quickly
bought in small quentities., Goat stow is commonly served at
night-wakes to musicians snd guests.,

when all food gives out, as it dces nearly every year, the
natives gather 'chamal® bulbb at groat eflort. These are prepared
in .a special way and eaten. Little can be said about this 'chumel'
Giot for it neither tastes good nor dves it heve imuch food value.
After a prolonged diet of this food alone, the natives come down
with many end terrible maladies,



4.5 The natives bethe in the river or in nearby water holes,
They also wash clothes at these camc spots or on a big stone
near the house, The latter way is used when the water can be
brought to the house,

4.6 The more frequent diseases which take their toll of lives
are: malaria, anemia, tuberculosis, pneumonia, dysentery, and
venereal diseases., Other minor malmdies include: coldg, bad
eyes, bud testh, and skin disorders. Contributing ceouses of
these diseases are lack of proper diet, pouwr, unsanitary liv-
ing conditions, poor homes, inadequctc clothlng, ignorunce,
and superstition, The natives are superstitious sbout wmhat to
eat when sick or when recovering from a sickness, They refer
to the etiology of some ailments as, & wind, a fear, an evil
spell cast by someone, or because of seeing something evil.
Joods are considered as hot or cold., If a person has a fever
he should eat no cold food = one of them is citrus fpwit,
another is any product of a chic en.

A woman who has given birth eets nothing for Yive days
cxcept 'toctados', nor does she buthe for the first five days
after a child is born. They bury the cord and placenta near
the fire in the house which is supposed to keep the spirit
of the child warm during its lifetime.

4.7 No words accompany nulive musics They have about 30 tunes
which are played upon 2 violins end one guitar. The tunes are
highly pitched, syncopated, and have numerous and rapid grace-
notes., They are used at fiestas, dances, marriage feasts, fun-
erals, processions, and night-wakes played in honor of the
dead or for the saints, The Indians travel great distances and
stay up all night listening to this musie. Other music which
has been observed includes & simple tune played on one violin
for the dancing which hes some religious significance. see 6,2

4,8 Because of the general poverty of the people, there is
little sustained drinking of intoxicants. At most fiestas
and warriage dances drinks can be purchased and many men &nd
women get drunk, Easter, the big fiesta of the year, some may
remain drunk for two or three days at a time,

Fear of what people say and think, and the common know-
ledge of what each one poscesses, keeps the practice of steal-
ing and pilfering at a low rate, Fersonsal property is carefully
gusrded and in one case observed by the writer, a kleptomuniac
wag driven from the village.

Adultery and unfaithfulness is talked about - and if dezlt
with at all by the lbcal judge it doesn't make for better
reletionships. The Fames are proud and quick-tempered; they
hold grudges for long periods of time.

4.9 Some communal work is done, Certain days are designated
for the clearing of the trails when every men turns out to help.



Repairing any village property or preparaticn for a fiesta
calls for the efforts of everyone, Eighty men were seen working
on the church roof at one time; at another time over 100 men
participated in mzcking a large rope for the villuge. The rope
was used to span the river to aid in croscing.

When new homes are made or in the harvesting of crops,
nelghbors and friends of the party concerned mey help him, At
the completion of the work fcod is given ocut in return for the
favor. These times are times of great rejoieing, sport, and
frivolity.

Sports end gumes are uliknown to the natives.

4,10 A gmood person is considered one whu doesn't beat his wife
or who gives cut food to visitors., Hospitality is considercd
a greater virtue than worality!}

5. Economics:-

5.1 Land is an lndian's gréatest asset, for thet is what decides
how much food he bhas, land at best is powr &nd not fertile. One
crop is reised after another on the same picce of land. They

do not let it remain idle, nor do they usc eny type of fertil-
izer. Rainfall determines to a large degree the 18, lo type
of irrigation is used, Rains determine the time of planting.

5.2 MNative irdustries which form e greut part of the income
consist of making end selling of 'petates' wnd brushes. 4 few
men make sendles to sell to the tribespeorle; othors make items
such as chalrs, tables, caskets, buckets, and doors to sell,

A few men have sewing machinos and charge a erull fee fur sewing
clothes.

S¢> Domesticated snimals include: oxen, buxxos, goats, chiclens,

turkeys, and in some cascs horses, bees, and pigs. Goats gnd
fowls are sold; oxen are uced for plowlng; burros are the
burden-bearers. They curry water for léng distences, and bring
goods to and from market. A few men make & practice of selling
‘soap, matches, suger, and cookies,

5.4 During seasons when there is little to do in the fields, they
frequently go out to a point where they cun get work by-the-duy
on Mexican plantations. On these plantetions they mey work from
e few days to many months. At the end of the Jjob mauy have

enough money to buy necessary clothes and other things.

5.5 The Fumes are mostly illiterate. lI'erhaps 5% can read and

write Spanish, Most of the women and children understand only
the Indian lengusge. Because of the severe living conditions,
a capable school teacher is hard to keep. Some who have attempt-
ed to teach huve stayed but a few deys, For several seusons,
recently, & local Indian has been appointed to teuch the children.
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These attempts have proven rather useless, and haven't been wt-
tended extensively.

«6 Water is the great need, Some of the Indiusns have noved
away to more inhablitable places,

57 Things which are made by the natives but not ordinarily sold
include: ropes, baskets, pottery, huts, and other items of every
day usage.

6. Religion:

6.1 The large Catholic church in the village forms the center of
not only the religious life of the Indians, but his entire
soclal life. The church has & mellow bell which announces all.
deaths, 'juntas', fiestas, processions, .and holy days. 0dd
carvings of a large dragon and saints cdecorate the front ex-
terior; the interior hus wooden carvings and some puinted designs,
lnside, elso are thé saints, the life-size figure of Jesus and
one of the Virgin, picturée of the patron saint of Mexico,
Guadalupe; and some other ancient furnishings.,

When a child is born it is usually given a naume selected
from the names of the saints for thut particular day. Shortly

after birth it is taken to the market town where lives the neur-
est priest, and he baptizes it. They believe that that clennse
the child's original sin, Should one die before baptism, the
Indians are left to think thet it is eternally lost.

The next time a child sees the priest is usuully at his
marriage - that is if he has encugh money to pay for the service.
The civil ceremony can be performed at the murnicipoality but the
natives themselves feel that the civil ceremony is not reelly
sufficient to be properly married,

When & child dies the Indians hold their customary wake at
night to beg God and the saints for the safety of the decpurted
spirit. Yusie is usually played all night awd up untid the child
is buried in the graveyard. Wheh an adult dies the spirit is
helped by tho chanting of Spanish hymns. The dead are Lrought to
the church where more music and chenting taies place and then
interned amid the loud cracks of fire crackers, Thus, the dcad
ere carried great distsnces over narrow rocky trails., If a
casket can be afforded by the bereaved, one is usually sought
for; if not, a petote and 'reboso' serve to cover the body.

The burial is within the 48 hours sllowed by lMexican law.
Because of the great number of people buried in the cemetary,
it frequently becomes necessary to bury peonle one on top of the
other. In such cases the bones of the former deceuscd are placed
in or on top of the more recent dead.

Five days after a death another weke is licld in honor of
the dead when music is played all night folloved by a procesczion
of loved ones to the grave. There they erecct a crude wooden
crose which is decorated with bright colored paper flowers.,

Again, firecrackers sound forth the departure of & spirit., 1t is



believed thet the spirit of the deceassd lingers near the home
or nezsr the graveyard. Some have muintained that they see like-
nesges of the dead or hear him make noices,

6.2 The times enjoyed by all natives are those of their 'fiestas'.
Meny of the native nemes of the months correspond to the fiesta
which occurs during the month; for inctwnce, December is called
‘month the child is born'.

The greatest fiesta is that held at Faster time., It lests
from Thursday to Konday, There are processions in which the
natives carry life-size images of Jesus and the Virgln Guadeloupe.
The betrayal in the gerden of Gethsemane is cnacted on Thurcday.
A man playing the part of Judas betrays hiim to the Farisees.

On Zaturdey noon the ones represcnting lhe Iarisees sid the

three Judases fight with canes end 'machetes', The elder, chiefl
Satan weors o pink crepe-paper plume in highat; the Judoscs wear
maskes, carry & noney bag end fox skin, and crack lang rope whips,
All the time the Judases are supposed Lo act like devils wid they
play pranks, drink emcessively, and cry cut frequently in & idgh
pitched howl, By Ssturday noon nearly everyone is drunlk znd they
then place the Judas-masks on the vack of a doukey wid msrcéh down
to a designated spot to burn them. The church bell is gilent «ll
the time when Jesus 1s considered to be dead. It rings agein,
loudly and long, Sunday to indicate liis resurrection,

During the month of Moy e native dance is held in the church,
Jeveral men and one girl participute, The men drescs in dark
pants with red haddkerchiefs hung in front from the belt. Zach
man weurs & wooden crown which is brightly puinted. Women's
'rebosos' are worn ocround the shoulders und down the boclk,

Bright colored ribbons full downward over the bluck rebosos,

The one girl, who leads the dance, ususliy is about 14 yeurs old,
Ghe wears & new, pretty skirt, & necklace, ribbons, end esr-rings.
They dance to the music of one violin; rythmicslly mnoving forward
and backward to the 2-1 rythmn, At the same time the dancers
shoke a gourd-rattle and a stick with Teathers fastened to it.

Ko words eare said or sung during the performunce.

As in other paerts of Mexico, the '"Days for the Deud' are
observed. On the last night of Uctober euch family places a
smnll table inside a booth made of green sticks or cornstelks,
which has been erected near the house f'or that purpose. (n the
teble is placed a lighted candle, corn pudding, and cookics.

The gpirits of all children who have died from that home are
believed to return and partake of the fvod, The following night
turkey 'tamales' are placed on the same table for the spirits of
the departed adults. Un these nights it is the custom for families
to serve food to puests who stop by. Therefore it becomes like
children at Halloween time golng cround looking for treets.
Tspecially emong friends snd neighbors food of coolides wud
'‘tomales' are exchanged. leedless to suy much time is spent
waking all the food,

¢n the eves of Nove 1 wnd 2, & snd 9, 22 wnd 23, food is
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again placed in the booths. Then at the last of Nov, a skull is
washed in the church and words are spclzen to it. They place
*temsnles', squach, bananas, etc. before the skull as an offering.
There is some mysterious connection between thit and the depart-
ed dead., The music played at thi's time is called, 'the music of
the tamales,'

At Christmzs time the birth of Jesus is portrayed. Meny
processions are held in which they carry the Virgin around. late
Christmas eve odd, quick, cluangs of the cathedral bell are sound-
ed to represent the labor-pains of the Virgin. about 3:00 AlM,

a small doll is placed in & crib’'= the Christ-child is born each
yesr!

Cn 5t. Isidoro's dsy in May of each year, the natives liold
a procescion in which they march alik the oxen around s big flat
valley bottom, This is to eszure the saint's protection for the
coming year.

At 811 of thege liestas the people bring items to sell such
as fruit, brewd, drinks, end some other foods, Families come and
spend up to four days at the village - at night sleeping out-of=-
doors., Much drinking goes on and men frequently fight with Tists

and knives, Moeny serious injuries result.,

6.3 It is believed thut the weather the first 12 days of Cctober
is indicative of the weather to follow during the year; ecch day

representing & month, The next 17 days are indicutive of the
weather but in reverse order. The next 6 duys represcent the 12
months by pairs, the forenocon, one nonth; the afternoon the next,.
The lLiours of (Gétober 31 indicate the weuther for the months to
follow.

If 1t doesn't raln much someone takes 1t upon himself to
sponser & night-wake in which they hire musicians to play music
to the Virgin who is supposed to hear the songs and send rain.

A small saint or picture is placed in & decorated booth aund
respectfully worshipped.

Al days except Monddgyhave nstive names, The most inter-
esting are Saturday and Sunday which are called 'little spirit!
and 'big spirit'.

Fox-cries, owls, and other things are considered omens of
death and the natives quickly try to kill or drive away the
bird or animal.

A common belief of the Indians is thet the sun is God, end
they call it by the name 'Dids' from the Jpanish 'Dios'. The moon
ie sometimes refef%d tc us 'the Virgin'., Native reaction tv the
totel eclipse of the moon include ringing of tie church bell
as though e woman had died, shooting of firecrackers, and general
exprescions of fear as though many women and girls would die
shortly.

Certain phases of the moon's dppesrance are eppropriate
for planting or the cutting of wood or palm.

6.4 There are many evidences that the beliefs and practices cf
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the Indians ere other thun Christiun,

1t is a comrion prectice when & pervson is zick e huve vworés
written on a white piece of =aper cre throw it over a clif! to
apneese the pods on behelf of the sick one, 1l sorts of things
arc used as mediciies [or inGurable diseusve, . ove iuclude
the rubbiig of an cpg over the brasacst nd ctomsel of the sick;
another nes to do with waving o nriekly nlsnt over the potient
and then placing it at the hesd of the Led,

Jlesters oi' a slimy plant are rode and smeared cu the b
or check of one who lins a heofueke or toothocihe., Jome Lobics
have becn set upon nrickly burrs for diurrhea, “"hite suger nd
lard are believed to be very beneficlirl medicince,

, local vitchedoctors attend the Indians upen recuezt,
Thelir Teos vary eccording to the service rendeared. In zddition
to their own cueeck remedics they use hwerbvs wnt sere cheap
bought mediclnes,

lemon juice is thought to be w vaby killer {or pregrant
women, Ancther belief conceins the Ticking ¢l « certuin yellow
flower; if a yirl picks trem shg,won't huve wny babice!

Thet which is mycterious ig.gencrally feured, That includes
ways of life differont than bloeipy owi. Jtrungers wre fecred.
lev 1dens and beliel's are doubted, Trne nutives don't reedily
see the comuon relaticnship between :li men., 'or instance, w
good medicine which cures other people of & sickies: is scenti-
cully telked ubout ws not working for them Tecausc otlieyohconle
ezre different, Juckh attitudes enter intc 8lil phaves of 1ifc,
from eating proper foods to giving ¢ c¢hild o bath. They usually
glve a buby or child & buth in cold water end it crys and fusces;
sugcest then, thet they use warm water wnd the beby would enjoy
it, Their ansver is, "Ve always use cold watcrs you mey uce
warm..water with your child but yeu ere differceit.” When told
that a woman ziter giving birth should driuk plentiy of water
or fruit juices snd ezt gocd foods, the netive's reniy Wag, "Well,
you are different; we don't dec it thut wayl®

A stranger who ndmires s baby is theught o deeire it, or
orne Tor himsell, When & cnild crye loudly for no other rewcsen
then the presence of & stranger, it igc somelimes Lelleved tint
that person is an immoral person und the chnild senugsec the g.irit
and is frizhtened, Some prolonped sgickiesses are thuughit to be
the regult of bewitching. The only cuse of murder in the tribe
in 10 yeurs had to do with a young wen who wilied & neighBor
woman becauce the young men believed the weman hed Lewitelied
his wife so that she hed died of g discuse which nothing cexld
cure. A snell cast over a »erscn by a bewitcher ie¢ considered
to be broxen cnly by the Jestructicndf that persen or by a
witch doctor who »erforws some cercmony to brezit the srell;
usually thet fnvelves » cwm of noheyl

e

7. languuge: The Yeme langunge, & womber off the (tomion Tfiwlly,
Lhae several dielects, The largest specch comvundty i taot of
aanta Varie teopuleo. other dizlects luciude tioi¢ apoxen ucur
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la Yalma, S.bebe, Guayavas, celedt ., alid Jan .uls do la ez,
Cusnsjueto. The spewkers other tisn in .aante lLarfa cre fect
beecming bilingual.

The uente Merim dielect bas 2 cousonalts wud 6 Vowels,
rach vowel may or may not be masalized. Fost nouns oceur in
non-nos:osied and posscueed torms, Jerne have O tense-vupectc
with 1l forms in cech aspect, In sditicn, there are the ddrgulir,
ducl, &nd pilural imperatlve forms of tie¢ ver s. in Loth noune
ant vexbs there are the dunl wné plurel, 1, 2, and 2 Loracig,
Moo e distinetion between the 1 veroow including the ¢ne
gpoiken to wnd the 1 porson creluding Ll vac rolen to, ic merfe
in the dual =nd plursl Forme, Verde celdom cceur with nere then
5 eyllavles. “here cre clustere of 4 vevels snd cluvters of 4
congonante. The dislect of Janta farfe e tousl. “orde cecur
with cne nhonemic tone-strese; either ‘iph tone-ctryess, lew tene-
stress, or o ~falling tone-strorr.s  cdinguletiec forre vithout
tore~stres: may be celled particles,

8. Texts: The f¢llewing texts are illustrative of the tyne of

another.
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The Dead Siren

Long ago, you know, in the eorly ages, then a deceased siren
walked about, When there was a fiesmte thut siren a2lsc welked about;
cshe becczme a woman, a real person; but no, a siren wec that womon.
She laughed well fike e woman and duanced when they linished the
song. Then two people talked togethor. They led away that wemen who
was a siren, soth of them had s big blanket of weol, Thenr they led
awvay that woman and went away, Off to the woods they went. They
two went-thered Always tlere within two woolen blankets they put
her inside. The tH#o people lay down. till there they keep herg
inside, Alvrys thed two stayed watching that womon, to sce in what
morér that woman would turn out,

An@ then first the moon arose, Now the mocn went up high,

Now it wes nearly daylight, And thezérose the big ster. ind that
women scaid, "Let me go; now big brother is coming, ™ “he culled the
big star 'big brother'., Thut dezd riren cclled it 'ig brothort.
Alvoyes she goid that, the coumecnded them to let hor Treec, Those

two people always held her within the woolen blanket. Now it vas
almoct daylicbt, end elways thot ie whot rhe geid, “lo, let me go."
It wvas still o little bit darl. vhe wee £lill a 1esl voman, th:t
percon. They would not let her go now thntit wns dayllght, and
ctill always they twe were there wanting to see that wonan, how

gshe would turn out. Now in a different vwuay she wes lefts liow that
it had become daylight she becueme nothing but an animal, she

bedame a vampire, that when it was pood daylight, then they two

saw she was now & vempire, thiut which waos inddde the woolen blunket,
Then they grabbed it and &illed it, thot vompire. It just flopped
as o chicken does,

That base of the brain is all a hole; now it isn't viecible,
no. It just walks about in the night, ot any percon sces it, no,
It just wells aboubt, 1t makes e neoise sheuting, It just bleats
like a little kid; over and over again it cries out loudly. It

follows around an adulterer while it is still Aoy, Then at nir-ht
it cceempenies one an adulterer so thet she will rot fenr,

The ¥ild Pig

They were married. Always, always when they two went inside
the church to marry, repeatedly the door of the church would open,
Itepcatedly the wind would fall anqﬁoulé carry off that womsn. It
would carry the wowman. The mun would be left, Then, thut man )
punished himself. His heert was grieved; he went off to the wountein.
T'sr un he went on the big mountainl Ard then he found a coyotc.
Then he asked it if it h.@ not secn his wife, It told him vwhae
she wes, but he would not be able tc go pet her where che was.

“hen it began to wrestle; it tsught him to wrestle. Then,
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he met a tiger. Agein it began to wrestle., Thut one, finishing
wrestling, taught him all the weys it wrestled., Then agein he went
away. 'ie met a lion. Agpin it began to wrestle, th: Ylion. Then
many, many wild animals, all wrestled with him, They made him to
wrectle, All told him wherelis wife was but he would not be able
to go pet her, Then, thagéerson went away. Then st the last he met
a little child tending goats, He lucsoed that goat ond then killed
it and then he went awny. There where he arrived stood a housc,
and there inside, his wife, Thet devil wusg over there inside o
house, an? there inside with him were women and he vwas doing them
evil, Nearby it was. The wife was in Qnother cne, lie 4r1ived carlyw
ing the liver of the goat to gdve hia wnife to put iaside the base
of the leg of thot women in order that he (the devil) would not
reach to do her¢ evil, ' '

Up there he went on top of the housc, That man was going
to enter to see his wife. "hile he wus up there entering, a rustl-
ing sounded, And that wife inside (the hcuse) was ofraid, ..nd she
called th .t devil, Jhe wanted him to cume gee what vas uaking a
neice, because she did not know what that was walliing around, she
wes afruid, Then thut devil came. lie wes going to sce what thut
woman wented shouting, And then ho looked for what was wulking
around above ¥hich she fearcd, Then th:t man became an ant. ‘lrezdy
he, thut men, became an snt, Then he (the devil) returned again,
Uver there he went to the other house where he was, where thoce
women were inside, *hen again it rustled; egein thst ent becume a
persen. ‘he vomen zgein called for that devil, Lhe commnnded him to
come, "Come see, iow ageain it is jusl rustling.® Then he spid,
"hat Is it that you want, you big lier+" ie scolded thut woman,
"It isn't waliking sround, I will give you wood." (bout ;ouj

and thaet men sho heurd hig wife wug worried, ™lon't be afraid
of me, my wife. You know you went and masrried me in:dde the church.®
But eoftly, coftly he =pcke to her, diﬁpmring. Theu thot womau hecrd.
~he didn't ssy enytbing, no, “he didan't got sfreid at rli, :nd he
Zave herg the gont liver to make her a defense, you kiow, in order
that she not be depraded, that he (the devil) could not recch the
body of the wonan, "This I give to youu to put ilngde the hage of
your leg. If esnything evil he does to yow, here yocu will reply to
hinm, 'Truly good 1 do; it seems I will not die, Uith ry dcath, ny
spirit lives at & pond.'" Then thit woman knew in wal manner thoet
devil wfould worry. Then she t11d him, herd husbend wlho nguin
returned to see herg; she told bhim why he (the devil) voriied, thot
hie opirit lived at & pond, the epiprit ol the wild pig. "hen that
nen under stood vhere the gpirit of tuet uaimal vas, =nd he wen
of £ to Misht 1te "I can't kill it, [iol®

Tkt wild pig got tired. He ren avay ingide the pond. Jince
thit =ild =i fought in such & wmer with th € peroen, woew thot
"ovil vos nlveady about to die. lie vas juel gravely 1ll, ¢ruvely
ill, Pig smirit row fought thet pervon, then they tio fought uutil
Lo wes able to kill it, Then he split 1t and took cut that heurt,
Then he ¢ xew rocks at it; that wade his heart Likc an eif, ©
chiclken's .. The devil died, Then he (the men; went te briwg his
wife. Low that he brought his wife, theve is tint which ended the
old words. l(otury,;



