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1 INTRODUCTION

This paper is a tentative statement of the phonemes of Patep, a
Melanesian language in the Morobe District of Papua New Guinea.

The Patep language is one of the 51x language groups in the Mumeng
dialect chain within the Buang family.'? Patep and four of the other
groups in the chain are closely enough related to be considered as
dialects, but a thorough comparison of the dialects remains to be
done.

The Patep language is spoken by approximately 1,200 people, many
of whom live in five main villages in proximity to the road from Lae
to Wau in the Morobe District. The villages are scattered from about
13 km north of Mumeng to one located in the hills to the east of Bulolo.

This paper is based on a dictionary of approximately 800 words
collected during seven months' residence in the village of Mahomba
during 1972-1973 under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Lin-
guistics. Our language helper, Kepingia, was very helpful in checking
the data. '

Mr. Barry Irwin gave us valuable assistance in the preparation of
this paper.
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2 QUTLINE OF PHONEMES

2.1 Chart of Phonemes

Bilabial Alveolar Post-palatal
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* The phoneme which has been symbolized /ndz/ and described as an af-
fricate has been included as a fricative in the.phoneme chart. Fol-
lowing the writing of this paper, it was decided that the phonetic
quality is more that of a fricative with the alveolar stop very lenis
and actually just a transition between the prenasalisation and the
fricative. Therefore the phoneme is actually /nz/ and does belong in
the fricative section of the phoneme chart.

Front Central Back
HIGH i . u
MID e o
LOW | € ' a b}
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2.1.1 Symbolization of Phonemes

For the purpose of this paper the following consonant
phonemes are represented by these symbols:

/ ™/ / b/
/Y, /by
/MY /S pY/
/ Pa/ / a/
VAL -\
/x/ / k/
/ XY/ /XY
/ %/ g/
/g /gy
-7 4
-/ Paz/ / z/
/' 0/ / n/
/ o'/ / v/
/ w/ / w/

2.2 Contrastive Features
2.2.1 Consonants

There is a contrast in manner of articulation between
voiceless and pre-nasalized voiced stops, including labialized
voiced and voiceless bilabial and backed-velar stops, palatalized
voiced and voiceless bilabial and alveolar stops: voiceless
fricatives; voiced fricatives, including voiced palatalized
bilabial fricative; nasals, including labialized bilabial and
backed~velar nasals, palatalized bilabial and alveolar nasals;
lateral; and semi-vowels. The stops, fricatives, and nasals
contrast at the bilabial, alveolar, and backed-velar points of
articulation. The fricatives also include the glottal point of
articulation. The lateral does not have a contrastive counter—
point. The semi-vowels contrast at the bilabial and alveolar
points of articulation.

.

i
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2.2.2 Vowels

Vowels contrast as to high, mid, and low positions, with
three front and three back vowels as well as one low open central
vowel.

INTERPRETATION
3.1 Items which may be either congonant or vowel

There are no non-suspect consonant clusters and no non-
suspect vowel clusters within syllables. Consequently [i]
and [y] are interpreted as /i/ when either occurs in a syllabic
position, and /y/ when either occurs in a non-syllabic position.
ful] and (w] are interpreted as /u/ when either occurs in a
syllabic position, and /w/ when either occurs in a non-syllabic
position.

3.2 Items which may be either sequence or unit.

Pre-nasalized voiced stops are interpreted as single units
because:

(i) all voiced stops are pre-nasalized
(ii) voiced stops in introduced words are 31mllarly
pre-nasalized
(iii) there are no non-suspect consonant clusters within
words

The labialized and palatalized_consonants [p" ] [Ppw] EkW]
[9g¥] [m¥] [gv] [p¥] [mbYJ [ev] [Pa¥] [®Y] [w¥] "and [n¥],
and the alvéolar affricate |™dz] are 1nterpreted as single units
because:

(1) there are no non-suspect consonant clusters within words
(ii) vowel clusters always comprise two syllables
(iii) these suspect sequences together with a following
vowel comprise only one syllable

e.g. [fmi.a] /mia/ *water?
l*m¥a.] /Ya/ ‘his mouth®
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Long vowels are interpreted as single units with the
suprasegmental feature of length added rather than as vowel
clusters since non-suspect vowel clusters occur only across
syllable boundries and lengthened vowels occur only within
syllable boundaries word finally.

DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES
4.1 Congsonants

4.1.1 Work Chart

p oY p¥ t ¥ kv
myy myw ndY nqw
s "h
b BY Ny g
m m¥ m" n nY n nw
w
W Y

4.1.2 Description

/e/ ]:pj Voiceless, unaspirated bilabial stop occurs
word initially, medially and finally (some-
times with a slight release word final).

[PDRJ /pop/ *to turn®

Vi ¥4 [pyJ Voiceless bilabial palatalized s%op occurs
word initially, but only rarely.

Epyap] /oY ap/ ’finish‘
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/ o/

/pV/

/ "Y/

/t/

/Y7

- /bay

/ Ivldy/

[m]

[ ™)

(5]

™" ]
(]
Lt ]

(]

\7a]

(o]

e ]
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Voiced pre-nasalized bilabial stop occurs
word initially and medially.

[@a'mbun] /kbun/ 'ground?

Voiceless pre—nésalized bilabial stop occurs
word finally.

Ewbomp] /bob/ to fly®

Voiceless labialized bilabial stop occurs
word initially and medially, but only rarely.

[ga’pwa?] /kp"ok / '01ld man?

Voiced labialized bilabial stop occurs word
initially and medially, but -only rarely.

[ fovok/ - ‘pig’

Voiced palatalized bilabial stop occurs word
initially,2 : |

Embya?] /bYak/ Tfirst daughter?
Voiceless unaspirated alveolar stop occurs

word initially, medially and finally (some-
times with a slight release word final).

[ta‘te] /tte/ 'to pull?
Voiceless palatalized alveolar stop occurs
word initially and medially.

[?tyip]‘ /Yip/ 'to come up®
Voiced pre-nasalized alveolar stop occurs
word initially and medially.

[ngs*Paini]  /ddihi/ tslippery!
Voiceless pré—nasalized alveolar stop occurs
word finally.

['nete ] /ned/ 1£i£th daughter®
Voiced alveolar palatalized stop occurs

word initially and medially.
[?ndyoﬁl /Yon/ *bananat
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/5/

/m/

/m¥ /

/av/

/n/

Y/

/n/

/n"/

/v/

[=]

=]

n"]
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Voiced backed-velar fricative occurs word
initially, medially and finally.3

['ga?] /sag/ tree!

Voiced bilabial nasal occurs word initially,
medially and finally.

[ma’sem] /msem/ fgood*

Voiced palatalized bilabial nasa% occurs
word initially, but only rarely.

{:myank:] /m¥ag/ ‘my mouth?®

Voiced labialized bilabial nasal occurs
word initially and medially, but only rarely.

[ %57 fa¥ok/ *to fall down®

Voiced alveolar nasal occurs word initially,
medially and finally.

[}non] /non/ 'fruit or seedt

Voiced palatalized alveolar nasal occurs
word initially and medially.

T*n¥ap ] /nYan/ ttaro?

Voiced backed-~velar nasal occurs word
initially, medially and finally.

[’939] - /nan/ 'sak-sak?

Voiced labialized backed-velar nasal occurs
word initially and medially, but only rarely.

[‘nwag] /nVag/ fire?®

Voiced alveolar lateral occurs word
initially and medially.

Lla’l;] /11i/ fanimal’

Voiced alveolar lateral occurs with friction
word finally.

[}lu%j ' /lul/ 'breast"®
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e | ]’_ﬂ )
i/ [v]
/m/ - [n]
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Voiced bilabial semi~vowel (non-syllabic)
with friction occurs word initially and

medially.
Y_b a"vgab}

/eweb/

tashes?

Voiced alveopalatal semi-vowel (non-syllabic)
occurs word initially and medially.

Eyipa?].

/yipak/

'knifet

Voiceless glottal fricative occurs word

initially and medially.
[ba’hatﬂ

/Bhati/-

4.1.3 Contrasts of Consonant Phonemes

/p/ and o/

['pomﬁj
Lamb om p]

Croey]
[

[t;’pi]

[t;'"mbi:]

Lxstpu®p]
[g;’mbuﬁ]

[*vip]
[:yimé],

/pob/
/bob/

/pel/
/bela/

/tpi/
/tbi:/ "

/kpuby/

/kbun/

/vip/
/yib/

/bop/
/pob/

tall®

'upper arm, thigh?
*to fly*®

bamboo*
'type of fruit?

*to move®

Tan outsider?

'chinese taro?®

'ground®

tuncle®

tto diet

*headdress?

*upper arm, thigh?
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/o/ and /0" [*poPt] /p2d/ *comb®
T [rp¥s:] /o *to pick®
T [‘pap] /eop/ *to turn?
[k;"pwomp] /kpYob/ *type of tree bark?
/o/ and /p¥/ [*pap] /pop/ 'to turn?
T _ ‘,:_ha‘pap] /hpap/ *to kick?
L'pyap] "~ /fYap/ *finished®
["‘P?—ﬂ /pel/ *bamboo
T [k;'pe_] /kpe/ | *to fall over?®
[*p¥en] /Y en/ ttype of bird®
M/ and Y/ [Mpolk] /b>g/ *my home®
T ("5 2] /pYk/ bpig?
T Ekwam'baj /kVab>/ *close ﬁo'
['ngwa :m'bwarJ]s] /gVa:bY g/ 'type of bird*
Yl 5] /m¥ab>/ 'short?
oI W \ t t
[}9; :;ya'a /Bboyak/ type of tree
/o/ and /bY/ Emba:( /ba/ tdifferent®
T ['m'bya] /o¥a/ *to carry?
- ['mbengaJ /bega/ t1ike this®
['mbyeg] /les/ *to throw?
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/oY/ and /fo¥/ Yfpyaé]'
T [meya?]

T [opye’ﬂ
[fmbye§X

/t/ and /4/ [jtu?]

T | [fndu?]

E:a’ndi :]
(Pas1Pai:]

T - [pateid]
. [p >*Pai :]

[ta'taa?]
[ﬁa‘ndaa]

T [‘bet]
Lemy g0t |

[*7g=t]
['hept]

/t/ and /t¥/ [}tu?]
T 'tyufj

[*eip]
(*¢¥ip]

/oY ap/
/oYak/

/o¥en/
/¥ e/

/tuk/
/duk/

/tdiz/
/ddiz:/

/ptiz/
/pdiz/

/tteak/
/tdea/

Seet/
/bed/

/get/
/hed/

/tuk/
/Yuk/

/tip/
/ip/
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*finished?

'*first daughter'

'type of bird?

*to throw®

'first sont

'to wrap around?®

'to turnt

*to drag®

*to spread‘

‘to flip®

tspider?®

*to play*

'ﬁo feedi

four homet

*tongue®

*fifth daughter®

ffirst son'

'to call out®

'to tear?®

'to come up*




82" | PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP’}» o

m [kg‘ta: /kta:/ *to plead*® " G
lealtya] /kt¥a/ 'to wipe! ,-%""f
[p;'tepj /ptep/ 'Patep®
[pa'tysrﬂ /ot¥ep/ "to sweep®
/k/ and /fg/ [‘ksn] /ken/ *to carry'? |
T A [’ngsn] . /gen/ *type of tree!
['kunj /kun/ 'to tamp down?
[_'ngumj | /gum/ 'to cut crosswise'
- [:t a’]fena?] /tkenak/ ‘type of tree?
[ha'ngena] /hgena/ Ttype of tree?
{:k g']gug—] /kxun/ 'wild dog*
[ba'ngung_ /bgud/ *fire box"
. [*™pu] /ouk/ ‘day*
['mbunk] /oug/ 'my grandparent?®
[*1e7] /lek/ but
[‘lenk] /leg/ my name?
/k/ and A"/ [PkePt] /ked/ *left hand®
E]gwe}’] /kVel/ *to scratch®
T ['].csnl /ken/ *to carry*®

[‘ ]_cwe,ml /Kem/ *white®
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E]fa'kelaﬂ
[£ati"e]

[ patko:]

[patia

T
/x/ and /g"/
/xY/ and /g/

T

T

/x"/ and /gV/
T

No contrasts have been found.

L'"a)
[fnqaj

[ %% n]

[*gen]

.Epzf¥wai]
[P>'"g2p]

[ﬁa‘@we]

[?a'ngej

[x"a]

[*Pg%a:]

ey ]
[g"e"a]
[p;ﬁ?Wa;] ,

[eotighan;]

/kkelak/

/tkVe/

/pkoz:/
/pkVa:/

/x"a/

: /ga/

/K% m/
/gem/

/pkVa:/

/pgap/

/tkVe/
/bge/

/kVa/
/gVaz/

wél}
/9"%eba/

/ekaz/
/%gwag/

1
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‘crocodile?
toldt
towl!

Ytype of tree'

'his neck?

There't

'white'

ttype of tree'

'type of tree!
*ftype of grass®

'ola®

'his arm?®

this neck'

tthird sont

'to scratch'®

Itoday*

'type of treet
'type of tree' ™
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[ni‘gzm]
[ ms*0g"em]

/9/ and /g%/ L‘nga]

[*7g"a:]

T L n?in]f]
[ :I'Jg.WimpJ
[hs'ngaﬂ

: ["t K néWal’J]?J

‘;ba ' 1‘Jg.'em‘:]
[ma : nC_.IWE‘, IT}:]

/1 / and /ft/  [*1a% ]
T | ['tankj

[*1u1]
E’tu%]

- [fmilaj
[*nita])

Epa'la?}
[pa*tap]

[

/nik%em/

/mg'Em/

/ga/
/gVaz/

/9ig/
/gVib/

/hgak/
/tgVag/

/bgem/
/mg"em/

/lag/
/tag/

/lul/
/tul/

/mila/
/nita/

/plag/
/ptap/

/pel/
/9&t/
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'white man!?

'type of tree!

'here®

tthird sont

'to squeeze®

*cassowary®

*to be angry?
‘type of treel

fyour arm?

'type of treet

t b 1

sky

'my mother?

'breast®

fto build® .

fsalt®

'grass?

*to feel for?

*to clap’

*bamboo*

*tongue'*
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/1/ and /4d/

/1/' and //

['bsgj
[fbat]

[fla] |

{fndaJ

[*1e%]

[Pae]

[I‘J a‘lac_a.fj

[natfaag ]

[ka’l&d]

[xs*Paen)

Lt Ug-.o;_J
[}Ugong]

[ ee1]

L ™Mpee]

[*1a]
Lna]

['lemj
[jneml

| *™be1al
| *bend]
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/bgl/
/bet/

/la/
/da/

/leg/
/deg/

/nlag/
/ndag/

/klen/
/kden/

/gol/
/god/

/pel/
/bed/

/la/
/mna/

/lem/
/nem/

/oela/
/bena/
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'big rock!®
'to feed®

. *to go'

'week, Sunday’

'my name?®

*cooking pot?

to weave®

rock!®

tcoals?

*to chop®

to cut?®

ttype of tree?

*bamboo!

'our home*

*to got

'where?

*vour name?®

'to havet

'type of fruitt

'to return?
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/yv/ and /S/‘
T .

/y/ and /¢/

[g e‘nlbil{(
[?g’mbingr

[szgj
[‘mbad]

[ka'yii}

ga‘yinj
[

[tyen]

[ *seb]

Leyis]
[*si]

[*yu]
['sq}

[15 styan ]

[ka'sangj

[ga’yi¥]

[pa’sibj

Lna‘yuﬂ

[].ca’sui] ‘.

[*ya]
[.'?a;]
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/hbila/
/nbina/

/bel/
/ben/

/kyil/
/byin/

Va5 -4
/seb/

/yiz/
/si/

/yu/
/su/

/kyan/
/ksag/

/kyil/
/psibkb/

/ayuz/
/ksuz/

/ya/
/ga/

toften? i

'to wring?

'big rock?

"his home?

Tto step over?

Theavy*®

*to dig®

'to cutt

*a spear'

"to roast?®

*to hang up®

'to put in'

ttalk®

ttype of tree'

'to step over?

*incorrectly?®

green'

*to buy®

The eats®

'T eat!
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/y/ and /n¥/

[fyaq]
[rg=nl

[“yu d
[gu7]

[ba"yebj;
[ba'g:s}al

[ta‘yo;]
[b g‘g.ro :J

[n.;’yua

Leotgud]

[*van]
[*n¥ap]

/yen/
/gen/

/yuk/

/guk/

/eyeb/
/ogeb/

/tyo:/
/ego:/

/nyuz/
/tguz/

| /van/

/hyan/

/yen/
/n¥en/

/yuz/
/nyu :/
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'parent-in-law?
'to drip®
Ttype of tree!

'type of snake'

‘arrow'

'to close?

'type of treel

'green'

*to tryt

‘very!

ttaro'

'we three, exc.!

'parent-in-law®

tflavorful?

ttwo!

'to warm oneself?

'reed like plant®

"type of fish?

'to wrap® i

'to wear®
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/y/ and /t¥/

/o/ and /p/

[ tyur]

‘ Lz Y u 7_]

[ *yip]

[ 'tyipJ

[ kstyan]

[ k a’tyag ]

[natyi]

[ns*tYini]

L*bus)
L *pup ]

(2]

[epe}]

[*liba]
[*1ipa]

[k >'bu :J

. PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

/yuk/
/t¥uk/

/yip/
/t¥ip/

/kyan/
/ktYag/

/myi/
/ntYihi/

/eub/
/pup/

/eel/
/pel/

/lika/
/lipak/

/kbu:/
/hpu/

/k>b/
/g>p/

/lub/
/tup/

N
'to drip?*

*to call out?

tyour uncle?®

'to come up?

*talk?

'a soref®

'fourth son®t

*shrimp?

*to chop'
tfullt

'big rock®
‘bamboo®*

*type of tree?
'knifet

Y*to write?®

tstem of tree®

t 4

ax

*type of palm?

'to peel!?

'to runt
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/e/ and /b/

/v/

T

and /w/

['buaﬂ
['mbuaf]

[fbap]

[ ’mbam]

[nateu]
[ n a'mbtﬂ

[%aqu]
[ x a'mbap]

[ha‘yokﬂ
[B2tyd™p]

[*pin]
[*yi"p]

/buak/
/buak/

/eop/
/bon/

/nbu/
/nbu/

/kba/
/kban/

/hyok/

/bycb/

/pik/
/yib/

/be/
Swe/

/eeb/
/web/
/kka/
/bwa/

/pwil/
/hbip/

'to boilt

‘pit-pit? .

'sibling-in-law?

'vour home?

*his teeth!

*his chesgt?

fto carry®

tlime?

'sun'

cloud’

‘to carry?

tto diet

'plant shoots®

‘vou seet

*to light a fire'
'put in bamboo?

'to carry?®

'his nephew®

'to rotate?

*to comb,flip®



/6/ and /p"/
/e/ and /o%/
/b/ and /e¥/
T
T
/s/ and /t/
T
T
/s/ and /t¥/
T
T

No contrasts have been found.

No contrasts have been found.

['ba )

Ebya]
[Fbail

[*»”an]

r- »
L731]

[£i]
Efsa?]

[tag]
'[].ia’su :]

[].ca"tu :]

[pg’sib]

[z

[*su]
]:z 2 -—;]

i

/ba/
/e¥a/

/bal/
/6¥an/

/si/
/ti/

/sag/
/tag/

/ksu:/
/ktuz/

/psib/
/ktib/

/su/
/%yuk/

/si/
/¥ ip/

/ksag/
/ktYag/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

twhatt

'his language®

freturn'

'drum!

tto roast'

tone!?

'to squeeze?

*to open't

tto buyt

tjoint®

tincorrectly?

'to hit?®

'to put in'

tto call out?

*to roast®

*to come up'

ttype of tree'

'a sore!
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/s/ and /d/

'[].{}'semp]

[k2*tYen ]

[fsij
{_“ndi :__]

[*su]
[‘ndu ::l

[]f Ssuz]
[].i a"’ndq]
Lo &ikb |
[b;'ndi]

[%a’semp}
[na”ndenk]

/s/ and / ndz/‘ifsa?]

T

’[‘ndzan]

Lsi]

['ndzila?]

[p;'sib]
[b >ty int]

[ma’se@]

[I‘J 3! ndzem]

/kseb/
/kt¥e n/

/si/
/di:/

/su/
/du:/

/ksuz/
/kdu/

/psib/
/pdi/

/kseb/
/ndeg/

/sag/
/zan/

/si/

./%ilak/‘

/psikb/
/bzid/

/msem/
/nzem/
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tto sheeze?

'edible palm®

*to roast?

'to tear downt

*to put in'

'to pierce®

*to buy!

*to group®

tincorrectly®

trice!

'to sheeze?

'my cousin®

'to squeeze'

fvellow®

'to roast?

ttype of tree?

Yincorrectly®

'a feast?®

*good:* :
ttype of treef
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/s/ and / &/ [isag]

T. [}nd?og]

E%a’su:]
E 4 a‘ndyuj

[paf sub |
[B5"a uba ]

[pats ib ]
[ns"a¥ini]

/t/ and / %dz/ ['tankl
['ndzan]

7 [ftp]
[ azo ]

T [pa'ti:]
[:ba'ndzi]

[ kattu :_]

‘[ﬂa'ndzun]

/t/ and / ndy/ [fto]

T [**a¥on] -
[ kattua '?]
[Bst"a¥uba]
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/s>¢/
/Hyon/

/ksu:/
/hdyu/

/psub/
/oY uba/

/psib/
/hd¥ihi/

/tag/ .
/zan/

/to/
/zo:/

/ptiz/
/bzi/

/ktuz/
/hzun/

/to/
/Fon/

/ktuak/
/bd? uba/

. (I
*to jump®

'banana'

'to buy'

'to fold arms®

'to gpit®

*dust®t

tincorrectly®

'grubs'

'my mother'

'yvellow®

tto drop*
*to tangle®

'to spread?

*sew edge of
string bag

*Joint*

'to string®

'to drop*

‘banana’

ferect!®

tdust®
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.

T ksttib]

[ﬂ@ﬁndyih;]

/da/ and / %az/ [*"aol

[+n

dzoa

[Fndampj

[fndzan]

[bo'Pdi:]
[ba'ﬁézi}

[Q;fndem]

‘[ha'ndzeﬁ]

/d/ and / %a¥/ [}ndoméj

T

[,Qndy(')r.)]

[PqstPaini]

[hsaYihi ]

[Bafndumba5]
[b;ﬁndYuba]

/ Daz/ana 7 @/ [‘ndzozj

T

['ndyo?]

Eba‘ndzint]

[ hat"aini)

/ktib/
/& ini/

/do/
/zo:/

/dab/
/zan/

/ediz/r
/ezi/

/hdem/.
/nzen/ -

| /dob/

/ayon/

/ddihi/
/ha¥ihi/

/bdubak/
/ed¥uba/

/zo:/
/ayon/

/bzid/
/hd¥ihi/
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*to hitt
‘grubs®

*to be!

'to tangle'®

*seventh child?

tyvellow!

midday*®

’'sew edge of string
bag?

'your cousin®

Ttype of tree?

'grass skirt?

tbanana®

'slippery'
‘grubs’

'frog!?

*dust!

'to tangle?

'banana'

'a feast®

'grubs'
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[ha'ndzun]

[ba’ndyubq]

/t¥/ and / "az/ Etya:;‘
T [*Pazay ]

['ndzila?J

[nate¥ini ]
(b2 '™ azi)

fk 2t t¥en |

[ga'ndzema

Y/ and /@ Y]
T [}ndyon]

[ka’ty :
Ina*"a’u
[pa*t¥ini]

o, ng’ndyihi]

/h/ and /k/  [Fhu]
[xa]

T *hea?]
L*kea? ]

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

/hzun/
/bd¥uba/

/%Ya:/
/zan/

/e ip/
/zilak/

/nt¥ihi/
/ezi/

/ktyen/
/nzem/

/t¥uk/
/& on/

>/4<ty; :/

/ﬁyfyu/'

/nt¥ihi/

/ha¥ihi/

/hu/
/ku/

/heak/
/keak/

'to string"

fdust?

*to scoop'

'yellow‘ s

'to come up"

ftype of tree'

'shrimp*®

*sew edge of
string bag'

tedible palm®
ttype of tree?®

'to call out*

'banana®

tto lie'

'to fold arms?®

*shrimp®

'grubs®t

'to sew

fto tiet

'to groan?

"?to talk?
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[_ha' lurﬂ /hlun/ *to show?
[k;\‘ lun] /klun/ *hat'
Sy
- []s a‘hua] /bhua/ 'type of plant®
[ka'kua?] /kkuak/ *hird*
Y_]sa’ hog}] /bhHl/ ta bow'
Y_sé'koml /skom/ tcorn? g
T [ngwa “halaa /gVah&lak/ 'type of animal?
‘Eké?kzla?_'] /kk&lak/ crocodile®
/ba/ and /s/ L’hent__! /hed/ ¥f£ifth daughter?®
T Trgele] /ged/ *£o have®
[*hi] T i/ tto hit?
]:“gi :J /Jgiz/ twe two, exc.'
[‘hamj /ham/ *to do intently'
E‘gam] /gam/ 'you plural?
[ba‘h‘abaJ /bheba/ tvesterday®
[’b;‘ge'ﬂ /egek/ 'string bag®
[b a“h:_]*.'l /bh>1/ 'a bow'
[‘ba'goa; /ego:/ Ttype of tree®
T [b a’hag_:] /ehag/ *type of tree®

Da a'?aj /ega/ This leg?®
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/h/ and  /f9/

/¢/ and /k/
T

[ “nan]
[*"gan]

[*nu]
[ ’ n?‘u :]

[ *hom ]
L*Bgo} ]

Eba'h3¥]
[nda‘ng.joﬁ

X ’hua]
. [b >t rJguntj

[ba’haé]

[h;‘ nc_gé?_]

['9:211:1

[*ken ]

[*guma=]

[‘:_kuna ?J

| [Borge]

[porxes]
[ba’ go 2]

[porio]

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

/han/
/gamn/

/hu/
/quz/

/hom/
/gol/

/bhal/
/dg>1/

/ehua/
/egud/

/Phag/
/hgak/

/sen/
/ken/

/gumak/
/kunak/
/g ek/
/pkeb/

/ego:/

/pko:/

*to do intently"

'sibling-in-law?

tto sew!

tfifth son'

'to take?

*to slice?

'a bow!

'type of bird®

ttype of planté

'fire box?®

*type of tree!
'to be angry'

*to have?®

*to carry®

*house®

4 ang.ry | 1

*'string bag®

'beside of?

ftype of tree'

towl?
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/s/ and /x"/
T

/g/ and /q/

e e

[*1o¢]
[*157]

L leg.‘]
[*1e7]

[*ga]
["k"a ]

[*gep]

[*x% ]

/bsg/
/13k/

/leg/
/lek/

/bgsk/
/tkxVe/

 /ega/

/ok"az/

/ga/
/ga/

/gen/
/gen/

/bgck/
/egeg/

/egune/
/bgula/
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'to build?

'to got

*to rip?

hutt

'T eatt

this neck?®

'I sleep?

tdryt

*string bag?

told*

'his leg*
type of tree?

'T eat'

*heret

tto have®

'type of tree®

'my arm®

outside?

'coconut?

*string bag?®
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/¢/ and /g%y

T

/m/ and /m%/

T

/m/ and /m¥/

T

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

/tas/
/tag/

/nug/
/nug/

/sa/
/5Vaz/

/gep/
/gwéba/'

/giz/
/3"ib/

/egag/
/tg"ag/

/bgek/
/ng"em/

/mon/
/h%)k/

/Jemo:/
/en'S /

/ma/
/m¥a/

'to opent?

*my mother?*

*to quit?
my chily®

'I eat!?

*third son?®

'I sleept
today! |

'we two, exc.t®

‘cassowary?

my leg?

ftype of tree

'string bag!
‘type of tree®

'you three®
'to fall down!

*type of tree?

*a spirit?

'negative!

this mouth*
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/a/ and /by

/m/ and /fo"/
T

/menak/
/e /

/me/
/M¥e1l/

/mid/
/bin/

/muz/
/ouz/

/pomak/
/bobak/

/emeak/

/tbheak/

/tam/
/dab/

/msem/
/kseb/

/mok/
/p5x/

/bn>:/
/g"ab'S g/

bird?®

!pandanus?®

taffirmative?®

'to cook?

Ttype of tree?

'to wait for?

Iyou two'

' crooked?

twhite ash?
tcorrect?

f"%ﬁ

tlittle fly"“

- *plenty®

o
fyour motherf

tseventh child?

tgood*® #g

*to ‘sheeze?

*type of bamboo'

T

'pig

ttype
Ytype

of treet

of bird?
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/m%/ and /fo%/
T

/a”/ and b/
: T

/n/ and /Jd/

[ ka*mona]

[];S'mbwa ya 'ﬂ

[' m's?

(™% 2]

Eba'mwSJ

tb;'mb¥>ya?J

[fn&%>?1
[lmb:.n]? ]

[b atm's 1

, [' ].iwamb aj

[fnenk]

[undeﬁ].{:‘

["‘ni : ]
[*%ai:]

[k>tnek]
[ "o ]

['1ina?]

['yinda?]

[*ken ]

[*he™e]

|

Jkmona/

/b yak/

/mok/
/b'5k/

/en*s /

/bb'S yvak/

/m%k/
/bag/

/en's /
/x"ab> /

/neg/
/deg/

/niz/ »
/diz/

/kneg/
/ndeg/

/linak/
/yidak/

/ken/
/hed/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

ttype of tree®
‘type of tree®

'to fall down?

| 4 T

pig

*a spirit?®

*type of tree®

'to fall down®

'my home®

*a spirit®

Yclose to?

'to havet®

*cooking pot'

*second daughter?

'to tear down®

*to ask®

'my cousin®

*red ant?

tsickness?

'to carry?®

t£ifth daughter!?
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/n/ and /a¥/

T

/n/ and /fy/

[}bun]
['mbunt]

[tnag ]
[cnYaI:J J

[fnen]
[*n¥en]

[ba'nué]

ba'n Clm
y

[k S*nin |

 (norn’i"p)

[’no].
[*no]

[*nan]

[Fnan’}

. [kahenkj

K lupen ]

['binj
[*®in]

[hafbunj
[ha' llir} ]

/eun/
/oud/

/nan/
/hyan/

/nen/
/afen/

/enug/
/enYum/

/knin/
/hnyib/

/no/

/no/

/nan/
/nan/

/kneg/
/lunen/

/ein/
/ein/

/hbun/
/hlun/
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'a ditch!?

ttype of treet

*again'

ttaro!

*to have®

rflavorful®

*to trip®

'to wear?®

‘ma&dicine?

*type of fish®

*cook in bamboot

*to hear?

tagaint

*sak-sak?

fto ask?®

¥to not know?*

tto help?

fwallt

tto cover?®

*to show?
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/n/ and /"/

/n¥/ and Mm%/
T

/oY / and /n/
T

/n/ and /Jg/

[’nalg]
[*n"as |

[1ne]
B

[rearn ]

[fma?“g]

[’nyal:J ]
Un"ag ]

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP 7

/nan/
/nVag/

/ne/
e/

/kneg/
/man"e /

/hyan/
/n"ag/

/n¥s:/
/e /

/o¥an/

/nan/

/mYes/
/me/

/na/
/qa/

/nol/
/gol/

/lunen/
/egeg/

fagaint

tfire?

Ytake it?

Yanother?®

*to ask?®

tsomet

ftarot

tfire?

'to grate?

tanother?®

Ytaro®

tsak-sak?

*to grate®

lyes?

*to bite?

theret

tto rub?®

*to slice?®

'to now know®

'my arm®
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/n/ and /g"/

T

/n/ and /g/

/den/
/deg/

/tun/
/tug/

/nan/
/gag/

/nska/
/3" eba/

/lunen/
/ngem/

/ma/

/ga/

/non/
/gon/

/lunen/
/egek/

/nan/
/lag/

/hlun/
/blug/
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Tcooking pot?

Ito close?®

*to explode®

'sak-sak!®

‘type of tree®*:

'type of animal®

'type of animal®

'today"

tto not know?

Ytype of tree?®

Tto bite®

'T eat!

'to swallow®

tto sharpent®

*to not knhow?® .

'string bag?

fagain'

'to go back!®

. Tto show?

‘type of tree®

i
1




104

/n/ and /n"/

T

/hw/ and /g/

T

/n"/ and /g"/

T

[?lugen]

s \"/
man €

("]
[ T Uqagj

[*n"e]

[+7gen]

[}manwéj

D,l }angeh €]

[n'ag]

[: nqwan]f]

[ r_JW&]
[jnqwémba]

Cnag]

Eni St nngnﬂ

!
PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP '

/ne:/
/n'e/

/nan/
/n"ag/

/lunen/
/man‘c /

/n"ag/
/g9an/

/e /
/gem/

/man'e /
/hgehe/

/mVag/
/9%ag/

/e /
/g"eba/

/man"s /
/ag¥em/

tyest

Yanother!

'sak~sak®

tfire'

'to not know?

fsome?

tfiret

'to clang?®

'another?®

ttype of tree?

Isome®

'type of tree'?

tfiret

'type of animal®

tanother®

ftoday!

tsome?®

type of tree'
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S

4.2 Vowels

4.2.1 Work Chart

i u

e e}

3 o)
a

4.2.2 Description

/i/ [i] Voiced high close front unrounded vocoid
occurs word initially, medially, and finally.
[*1ini] /lihi/ 'leaf!

/e/ [e] Voiced mid close front unrounded vocoid
occurs word initially, medially, and finally.

Ekweij /kVel/ *to scratch?

/€/ [é] Voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid
occurs word medially and finally.

[*kehe ]| /kzhe/ 'base’

/a/ [a] Voiced low open central unrounded vocoid
occurs word initially, medially, and finally.

[}bambé] /baba/ 'how many*

/u/ [g] Voiced high close back rounded vocoid
occurs word initially, medially,and finally.

{ha‘mbuhq] /hbuhu/ 'flat?

/o/ [o] Voiced mid close back rounded vocoid
occurs word initially, medially, and finally.

» [}gohq] /goho/ 'horse!
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PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP :

/D/ [b] Voiced low close back rounded vocoid occurs
word initially, medially, and finally.

[#a'tag]

4.2.3 Contrasts of Vowel Phonemes

/kton/

'to read?®

The vowel contrasts can be summarized as follows:

[+1:0]
[*1em]
[*1en]
[* 1am]
L* 1um ]
[ *1om)
[*16]

/i/ and Je/ D 1in1f]
T [*1eM]
[*vip]
[ *yep]
T ['me]
Ctni]
T [ kartin]

[éafteé]

[patyiy]

[1atyel ]

/lim/
/lem/
/len/
/lam/
/lum/
/lom/
/1g/

/lig/
/leg/

/yip/
/vep/

/me/
/mi/

/ktib/
/tteb/

/pwil/
/lwel/

'your sibling®
'your name®
'bone!

'to come'

'to do carefully®
*to return?®

'to build?

'my sibling?

‘my name’

I'vour uncle'

'he sleeps?

taffirmative?

’to make practice

'to hit?®

'type of tree!

tto turn®

ltype of animal®

oft
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/i/ and /&/
T

/e/ and /&/
T

[%a'ndi]
[ga?nde]

[*piz]
[‘piﬂ

[thi]
i&}hz]

['mbin]
[fmben]

[hor1i:]

.[pa'laﬁ

[kt 110]
[%a'lsn]

Lebinil
[*bene]

[binaz]

[*beba]

[‘@_fe]

[tge]

/kdi/
/nde/

- /pik/

/pek/

/hi/
/he/

/bin/
/oen/

/hliy
/hley

/1 in/

/klen/

/bihi/
/bshe/

/bikak/
/bebak/

/ge/
/se/

/bel/
/eel/
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'to get upt

'his cousin?

'to make noise'

*to break?

*to hitt
fthey plural®

tto wait for?t

'his home?

'to rub'
'to sprinkle?
fsour'

tashes?

*to carry'

sibling-in-law’

. £
'to spin' A
twar®
'I see'

'we plural exc.'

Tcompletely"
'big rock?

P
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T

/¢/ and /a/
T
T

I

/xVel/
/xem/

/lek/
/lek/

/bnem/
/enem/

/gen/
/gen/

/ne/
/me/

/ge/
/ga/

/bel/
/bal/

/kehe/
/paha/

/k"em/
/kVam/

/ne/
/ma/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

'to scratch?®

twhite'

but?t

*preposition?®

'vyour wife!?

‘type of tree®

lyet | 4
ttype of treet

*location?®

ttake it'

'we plural exc.'

'T eat!t

'big rock®

'to return?

base?®

!newl

twhite®

'yvour neck?®

ttake it'

'where'
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T

v/ and o/

/o/ and />/
T

[ps’tyaé]

[ps*tap]

[‘ mun |
[Fmoﬁ]

[paf1u]
[ba!lé]

[}?umaé]
[}?onai]

Eha'lun]

[ha*10%%

/pt¥e p/
/ptap/

/mun/
/mon/

/Blu/
/Blo/

/gumak/

/gonak/

/hlun/
/hlog/

/mul/
/nol/

/nu/
/no/

/mon/
/mon/

/tyo:/
/tysz:/

/yog/
/y>9/
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'to sweep®

'to clap?

Irat’

'second son?

'half®

'soot on pots?
»

'house®

*type of bamboo®

*to show?

'type of tree?

'to eat sugarcane®

tto rub'

'his child®
*to cook in bamboo?

Ysecond sont®

fyou three'

'+o cloge®

'to repeat after®™

'a division line?*

'my parent-in-law?
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/>/ and  /a/

/u/ and /s/

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

/yob/
/yob/

/gonak/
/gona/

/kton/
/ktsn/

/y2B/
/yab/

/mon/
/man/

/oy>n/
/eyan/

/kln/
/nlan/

/kwaba/
/baba/

/gom/
/gam/

/sug/
/so¢/

t dry L3

'sugarcane®

'type of bamboo?*

*to feart

'mountaint

'to read?

'sugarcane®

*to rustle!

'vou three!

ta file®

'type of animalt

'a sling'

'a container?®

fa fly!

tclose to!

'how many?®

*to possess?

'you pluralt

*to open?

Yto jump?®
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T

;/E/ and /o/
T

[’mbunk]
[y ]

[ k2" lun]
[ ].< oS! lar.]]

[‘?uma?]

[*gona]

[‘mbu?j
[‘mbwb?]

Lesul

[#s2]

Eflsﬁ]
[flbn]

[erhé]

[+5o1]

[’ginj

[*gon]

[tveb]
[*yom ]

(*pe™p ]

[po’p]

i

/oug/
/bog/

/klun/
/kldy/

Jgumak/
/go>na/

/ouk/
/b'5k/

/su/
/s>/

‘/lsn/

/lon/

/kehe/
/goho/

/gen/
/gon/

/yew/
/yob/

/peb/
/pob/
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'my grandparent?

'my home®

That?

'a container”®

Yhouse'

'to fear?®

tday*

lpigt

'to put in%

tincorrect®

*bone!

'to roll'

'base!

'horse?

twe three exc.'

tto file®

tto digt
!dryt

*steps®

'thight
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|

4.3 Suprasegmental Items

4.3.1. Length

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

Length has only been found to contrast with its absence

word finally.

position.

So far length has not been observed in any other
Short vowels are followed word finally by a voiceless
vowel when words are spoken in isolation.

This voiceless release

is dropped when words are spoken in context.

Some contrastive sets for lengthened vowels are:

Efmbu:]

[fmbu]
[*"bu?]

[ba‘nqq

_[b}'né]

[£atyit]
[to?vi]

[*Be:]

[*®e]

{ka’taﬂ
[k >t tyaj

/bu:/
/ou/
/ouk/

/bno>:/
/en>/

Jtyiz/
/tyi/

/be:/
/be/

/ktaz/
/ktfa/

tcrooked*®
'his grandparent®

'day

*to peelt

tclay pieces?

'to carry'

fenough®

'larvae!

'plant shoots'

'to pleadt

*to wipe?®
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4.3.2 Intonation

113

The following intonation patterns have been observed:

(a) Interrogative

(i) [tu? yepl

[og ?om %aluba? ndo]

[:on la yua? behabange ]

[ og we mbWS? we bal nga ]

(ii) [o—n_%_n'gl
[ he ya5a ]

\__g————;-———
[kapwb? Mhe? bal ysla?na]

(b) Declarative

(i) Positive

N

[M

[ oy ]

'Is the first born son
sleeping?®

*Do you have some sweet
potatoes?®

*Did you go to the garden
yesterday??

tDid you see the pig that
came??®

- 3
'Where are you going?*

'What are they eating??

'When is the old man coming?’

IYes . b 1

'Yes, the first born son
is sleeping.®

*I saw the pig that came.®

!'I am going to get firewood?

*He will come on Tuesday.®
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(ii) Negative

E;;—Eggﬁfytﬁﬁkmunj I didn't go to the

garden.’

¥
[:3%% EG;—§EEHF1E%J *No, the first born son

isn't sleeping.®
N Maybe. "

(iii) Complex

_ . ‘
[.og “be? nel i s> o't a "be? nei_mgsmBaijt

'If you say it incorrectly, then I
will say it correctly.®

| fon "pe? isa;F a2 Tpaldo

TIf it rains, I will stay here.?

(c) Imperative

[mu 1372\] | "You two got!
[ hien no: mé\] ‘Don't hit the dag:®

[ 15? hom kapiha?‘133¥J : '!Go bring the book!:®

NON-CONTRASTIVE FEATURES
5.1 Transitional Vocoid

The vocoid & occurs as a transition between consonants.
It is not phonemic since it can be predicted to occur whenever
two consonants come together within a word or across word
boundaries.®

[h:‘lun] /hlun/ *to show"®
[ta’ndil | /tdi/ - %to turnt®
[lunabai} /lun bkal/ rrain comes'

[bugati} /oug ti/ *one mant
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In some environments this transitional vocoid may fluctuate with
a vocoid which has more the phonetic quality of [E] . Some of

these occurrences are when the following vowel is [i], [u], or
[e] or other environments which would tend to raise or front the

transitional vocoid.

[ba‘yeb] ~ [ belyeb | /byeb/ Ttype of snake’
[nsma¥ini | ~ [ner®a¥ini]  /md¥ihi/  *larvae!
[ba'yomp] ~ [:bgfyompj /bde/ *cloud*
[matsem | ~ [me*sem]] /msem/ *good"

5.2 Stress

2

Stress is non-phonemic since it occurs on the first syllable
of words. With the occurrence of the transitional vocoid [2 ],
phonetically the stress comes on the second syllable, but
phonemically it is only one syllable.

[ka'luba'?]. /klubak/ 'sweet potato’
[ta"mbi :] /tbi:/ *an outsider?

Words of two or more syllables may have secondary stress
on the final syllable, and in many of these cases the words can
be identified as compound words.

[’ n"ags" lu] /1" aglu/ *smoke"* ‘
from [" nwag] ffire' and D lu ] !smoke!®
?

[‘mank >t non] /magnon/ *forehead®

[ba t1up ko :] /blubk>:/ *rainbow'
from Des t lump] 'snake® and ];'kazl tweb®
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6.1 General

The basis
which in Patep
optional onset
syllable types

\Y%

cv

CCV

vC

cvC

CccvcC
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for distribution is taken as the syllable,
consists of a single vowel as nucleus with

and/or coda - (C) (C) V (C).

occur:

/a/
/ti/
/nlu/
/on/
/lun/
/klin/

The following

'L, met
fone!t

*his nose'
*voul
frain?

*sour?®

Syllables have been found to combine to form words in
the following combinations: '

V.CV
V.CvC
v.vC

Cv.Cv
cv.v
Cv.vC
Cv.cvC
Cv.CCv
Ccv.ccvC

cvc.vC
CvC.CVv
cvC.CcvC

/i.la/"
/i.bak/
/i.ak/

/lo.ma/
/mi.a/
/be.ak/
/gu.mak/
/ni.Bha/
/ma.ptok/

/lun.en/
/gom.g2/
/lub.sen/

*before, . ago"
*blanket!
*type of tree'

. *inside®

twater?
Tfish?
*house?
*good?
'dark?*

!to not know!
*people’

theet
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CCcv.Vv /ptu.a/ tstar®

CCV.VC /bli.ak/ *black?

CCV.CVC /pya.non/ *pau-paut
CCV.CV /kli.pi/ *pencilt
Ccvc.ve /ptal.en/ *rotten'
CCVvC.CV /ktuk.ma/ *meeting?
CV.CV.CV /ma.gu.ba/ 'type of bird*
CV.VC.V /mi.el.o/ *ftype of snake'
CV.CV.VC /ni.ne.ak/ dirty?®

The CV syllable pattern occurs word initially, medially,
and finally.

/lo.ma/ Tinside®
/ha.gg.ba/ ‘ *type of bird?
/ni.ta/ *grass’

The V, CVC, CCV, and CCVC syllable patterns occur word
initially and finallyf

v /i.bak/ 'blanket*®
/mi.a/ *water?

cve /lgg.en/ *to not know?
/ple.pak/ *to turn®

ccv /ptu.a/ tstar®
/ni.bha/ *good'

ccve /ptal.en/ trotten?t

/ma.ptok/ 'dark?®



- 118 PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

The VC syllable pattern occurs word medially and finally.

/mi.€l.o/ *type of snake®
/be.ak/ tfish?

Words of more than two syllables are infrequent and are
often compound words. For that reason, most of the syllable
types occur only word initially and finally.

6.2 Specific
6.2.1 Vowels

Vowel phonemes occur in syllables according to the
following pattern:

Vy

v,C
cvlc
CCVl

CCVlC

Vl -—- all vowels

v, - /i/, Ju/y Jaf

6.2.2 Consonants

Different sets of consonant phonemes occur in each of
the consonant positions in the various syllable types. Some
of this may be simply due to limited data. The following
generalizations are true:

Ccv all consohants except /p’/ occur.

cvC Initially: all consonants except /p"/ occur.

Finally: no labialized or palatalized consonants,

or /s/, /z/, /w/, or /y/ occur.
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ve only /d/ /x/ /m/ /n/ /v/ and /1/ have been

found to occur.

ccv Initially: /p/ /t/ /k/ b/ 73/ M/ /e/ /m/
/n/ /n/ /1/ occur.

Second C: all of the above plus /Y¥/ /kV/

A VA VAV VAN VAV Y 4
/w/ /y/ occur.

ceve Initially: /p/ /t/ /%/ /a/ /s/ /a/ /fe/ /o/
/n/ /n/ /1/ occur.

Second C: all of the above plus /p"/ /¥ /.
So/ /3 /2/ Js/ /0¥ / fw/ /y/ occur.

Finally: /p/ /k/ /o/ [d/ [a/ /el [s/ /n/
/n/ /n/ /1/ occur.

It is hoped that additional data will make it possible
to make a simpler statement about the occurrence of consonant
phonemes .
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7 ORTHOGRAPHY

7.1 Proposed Orthography

Phonemes

/v/
/Y /
/pV/
/b/
/oY /
Y/
/e
/Y /
/d4/
/Yy
/x/

/K"
/9/
/" /

/s/

/n/
/o/
/oY /
/z/
/s/
/m/
/Y /
/")
/n/
/nY/

Phones

Lp]
[pY]
[¥]
[(™p][™p]
™o ]
(mpv |
[t ]
Gl
la 1
pa¥]
]
>]
(x"]
1Pg] (o]
Pg*]
5]
k]
(]
(Y]
(Paz |
(¢ ]
[m]
£
[m"]
EN
B

PHONEMIC STATEMENT OF PATEP

Orthography

p
pi
pu
b
bi
bu
t
ti
d
di
k

k or ¢

mi

mu

ni

?

Jabém
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Phonemes Phones Orthography Jabém
/n/ o] | n n
"/ [2"] o
/1/ (1] 1 1
s/ [ ] w
7/ (v] y
/i/ L] i i
/e/ A Le] e é
e/ [E] e e
/a/ La] a a
v/ Lu} u u
/o/ (o] 3 8
>/ [3 ’ o} o]
/iz/ o i ii
/e:/ [e :] : ee
/€:/ [& :] ee
/az/ [:a :} aa
Juz/ [u :] uu
/oz/ Lo :] pr)

/a:/

[3 2:] (o]
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. We have chosen to write labialization and palatalization with u
and i because of the occurrence of the transitional vocoid [e] between
consonants. If the labialization and palatalization were written with
w and y, there would be confusion in the following sorts of word

pairs:
['nyu:] /nyu:/ 'to warm oneself’
[ne'yu:] /nyu:/ 'green'

Both of these pairs would be written as nyuu and readers would not
know if the combinations of consonant plus y or w were consonant clus-

ters or labialization or palatalization of a consonant.

Since thére are pairs of words like ['mi.a] 'water' and [’mya]
this mouth', /i/ and /u/ followed by another vowel will be written as

iy and uw respectively.

Some sample words are:

['nyu:] niuu 'to warm oneself'
[nat'yu:] nyuu 'green'

['mya] mia 'his mouth'
[tmia] miya 'water'

Because of the strong.influence of Jabém in the Patep area, we
are unéertain whether the symbol k will be accepted for glottal stop.
It‘would be-advahtageous.to use k, since a close dialect has final k
where Patep has glottal stop. Our informant's reaction is that it is
incorrect to write the glottal stop with the symbol k, but we will

need to get the reaction of other readers before deciding.
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7.2 English Words

'bridge’
'blue’
'raincoat!
'‘coffee!
'rope'
'razor'
'school!
'spoon'
'bed'
'trousers’' .
'sugar'’
'wire!
'rice!
'guitar'
'radio’
'lamp'

'chisel!

as Pronounced by Vernacular Speakers

Mo '1is]
[™bo" 1u]
['kots'len]
['kopi]
['10p]
['1esa]
[se'kul]
[se'pun]
['"bet]
[te'lausts]
['suk"a]
['wale]
['1als]
['Ugita]
['1e"dio]
['1am]

['stsel]

123
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7.3 Text
Phonetic transcription: a mpe nel keyan we ta"k
Orthographic transcription: ab nel kyan weé tag
Literal translation: I fut.tense to.talk talk that my.mother
P: yu: ma"k yimp "4 a nipwo r)ge. ta"k yu: mak

yuu mag yib d a nipuo ge. tag yuu mag

L: and my.father died and I little there my.mother and my. father

P: yi'p "de? a mi "do nip'o me"de? ™bu’k ko a me?
yib dek ami do  nipuo médék bug k6 a mek

died and T habit to.be little so.then my.grandmother took me and

. . . n . . n
gi: lam timeni me. gi: lam mi do timeni me de?

xii lam Timini me. xii lam mi do Timini mé&édé&k

L: we.two came Timini affirm we.two came habit to.be Timini and.then

P: Tbuk bon yinda? mede? yimp me. yimp
bug von yidak médek yib me. yib

L: ‘my.grandmother gave sickness and.then died affirm died

P: me'de? ami gep ba? Mhuk ne"bu me"de? a
medek ami  xep vak bug nbu  médék a

and.then I habit sleep in my.grandmother chest and.then I

P: so na a ne"be me"t "buk ge: M40  mabsha meme

S0 na a nébé med bug xéé do mavaha meme

L: incorrect ? I said so my.grandmother still to.be alive so

P: ami gep hegon Mouk we yimp 0ge me. Ndo gi:
ami xep hxon bug wé yib ge  me. d xii
L: I habit sleep with my.grandmother that died there affirm and we.two

~add . . et
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P: mi 4o mede? 100kege bon keyan la bolebayi meme?
mi  d6  médek Logxé v8n kyan la Volvayi mémek
habit to.be and.then language.group give talk go Volvayi so

p: ta% yon yi? yu: lam timeni me"de? bal ko a
tag yon yik yuu lam Timini médék val ko a
my.aunt and my.uncle they.two came Timini so came took me

n, . . n . W

P: me de? ge la bolsbayi me. g€ a nip o meme? a
medek xe la Volvayi mé. ge  a nipuo mémek a
and. then we.pl. went Volvayi affirm there I small so I
goboen ta"bea? ma T3e” a gobo ma™o le: t'a r)ge we a
xovoen tbeak ma dek a xovo miabo lee tia ge we a
know.neg much neg and I know short ? ?  there that I
nel me.
nél mé.

say affirm
Free Translation:

'T will talk about my mother and my father dying when I was little.
My mother and my father died and I was very young so my grandmother
took me and we went to the village of Timini. We went and stayed at
She died and I

I thought incorrectly that my

Timini, but then my grandmother got sick and died.
always slept close to my grandmother.
grandmother was still alive, so I kept lying next to my dead grand-
mother. We two stayed there, and then the people of Timini sent a
message to Volvayi. My aunt and two of my uncles came to Timini.
They came and got me and then we went to Volvayi. I was very little,
so I don't remember very much, and I just know a short amount which

I have spoken.'
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ABBREVIATIONS

affirm affirmative
fut future

neg negative

pl plural

NOTES

1. See the unpublished dissertation by Bruce A. Hooley, 1970. 'Mapos
Buang - Territory of New Guinea", University of Pennsylvania,
pp. 31-33.

'2. There is fluctuation between palatalization and non-palatalization
preceding the vowel /e/.

3. The phoneme /g/ tends to go to the voiceless phone [x] in some
speakers at the end of words and utterances.

T indicates that these examples have been tape recorded.

Length has been found to occur word medially when certain suffixes
are added to words with final lengthened vowels.

/pu:/ 'up'

/-ne/ 'location marker!
/pu:ne/ 'up there' '
“/hu:/ 'to be ripe!
/-en/ 'adjectivizer'
/hu:en/ 'ripe!

6. The following are cases in which there is no transitional [e]
between words:

(a) following glottal stop

/gumak loma/ [guma”? loma] 'inside the house'

(b) geminate consonants

v/bOQ'OWE/ [bonwe] 'give another one'

(c) /n/ followed by /g/ becomes [ng]
/tun gumak/ [tunguma? ] 'close the door!
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ADDENDA

Since the writing of this paper, the following changes have been

made in the proposed orthography:

Phonemes New Symbols
W ‘ bw
Y ' by

w
P pw
o | py
£y ty
' kw
w
?g aw
134 vy
w
m mw
m’ my
n” ny
0 ng
ow ngw
3 ]

These changes were made on the basis of results of psycholinguistic
testing and discussion with literate Patep men. Approximately 20 men
and women, literate in Pidgin English, were tested to see if and how
they would write [#], which we had analysed as non-phonemic. -The re-
sults showed that about half of the people usually omitted writing it
and the other half wrote a variety of symbols for it (some wrote §3
some harmonized it with the following vowel, and several were incon-

sistent).

At a meeting with a number of the literate men, it became appar-
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ent - -that there was a strong preference for writing palatalized and
labialized sound with y and w rather than i and u. However, this
would produce confusion if [#] showed no strong reason for not writing
it. We have begun using the symbol i and it seems to be well accepted

by the Patep readers.

Under the original proposed orthography we had to write /n/ as n
since ng initially would be read as [ns'h]. However, since [8] is now
being written we have begun using ng which seems preferable since it

is the same as Pidgin.





