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Té&? code Tape code Language Saramacean
" Title Llisten to me. Topic @ man trying convince somecne to
Date Fall 1980 Place Paramaribo Suriname listen to him.
Speaker's :name Metson Sanne sex M age * 50
birthplace Bendi Wata/Upper Suriname Hiver civil status single
religion Moravian occupation unemployed/leper
_ education no formal literacy level reads and writes slowly but

where and how vernacular learned home from parents functionally

knowledge of other languagesSranan, Patuwas fairly well/ Dutch, a little

languages of parents: father Saramaccan
"

mother
Length (sentences) 112 Transcription: phemetic phonemic orthographic
Evaluation: text good for linguistics //for anthro fair
| Transeription/translation anod
tape recording o
Spoken or written Elicited or spontaneous
Extempore or prepared Monologue or dialogue with responses
Style Raxtaxteaxy foprmal

Notable linguistic features listener responses included

Discourse type (genre) hortatory

Situational context:

If the text was elicited, in what manner was it elicited? I asked him for
a disoourse of someone trying to convince somecne else of something.

If the text was spontaneous, describe the social situation that prompted
the speaker to give the text. What communicative function did the text
fulfill, or, what was the speaker's purpose? '

Specify relevant social relations among the participants (i.e. the
speaker, addressee, audience).

What was the reaction of the participants to the text? Did the speaker
achieve his purpose? They asnwered in a polite way as to be expected,
Who knows how sincere they were.

Give any background information about persons, places, events, customs,
etc. that is necessary to fully interpret the text. This would be a formal

gathering of the men, a rather official occasion.

Additional comments: The text is good for linguistic analysis. And the
content tells something about what reasons they would chose for yhy
sameone should heed another person. What they are to listen ﬁm is not
at all in focus..only that they should listen. ..which gives it an
artifical flavor.



l.

Listen to lMe
Metson Sanne

Dee s&8mb& aki, un dg né?
the(pl) people here, you(pl) are ?

(U d&-o0oo0)
We are 00GU

w8, dee s&mb&, mi ko a unu aki ee
the (pl) people, I came to you(pl) here!

1. Good afterncon,

bverybody.
2. Good afternocn

3/4fell, Folks, 1've
come to youlimplicat.
with a purpose)

5. ck

6., B. The reason I

(Sﬁﬁﬁa) came is to talk to ycu
socCO about something.
[ g0 . . 3. ok
W& fa mi ko aki, “
as 1 came here 9, But I don't know how
s2s . . . to say it eloguently.
n88 mi k& fan ku unu wan soni e Y 4 v

I want to talk with you(pl) a thing

(Aui}
ves.

Ma ma saafa u mi fan ee
but I¥neg)know how for me +to talk !

tee n88 a sa suti ee
until it can (be) sweet !

10. (Tuutuu)

1i.

1l2.

13,

14.

true true

Ma t8kuseedi mi k& fan
but just the same I want to talk

(letisd)
rightly so
Di soni mbei mi k& fan €&n fu di

the thing makes me want talk it for the

1ibi  un ta~ 1libi ku me ®& mbei.
libing you(pl) cont live with me ! makes
(Tuutuu)

true true

¥ x @« x xmx xxo ¥

10. That's true

11ls But Jjust the same 1
want to talk to you.

12, That's right

13. The thing I want to
talk to ydu sbout is the
way you've been treating
me, that's why 1 want to
talk to you.

14+ That's true

15. secause (grounds for
comeing) I know that I am
of no importance in cur
family. 16. That's the
way it is. 17. But just
the same you trke pleasure
in me. 18, kight 19. o
for that reascon 1'm not
afraid to talk to you
;bout the things 1 hesar.
20. It

SAXXIEXXXIR
_Biga mi ta- si taa mi d& wan gaan
because I cont see that 1 am a very

malkisws “BEmMpe-

i
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makisa s8mbé a di b&& u
insignificant perscn in the family of me

16. (w8 &8 &  a8)

17-

18.

19.

20.

21,

22'

23.

24

25.

26'

2.7.

g0 it is

Ma tUkuseei un ta- a' pizii

but just the same ycu(pl) cont have pleasure

u mi.

of me

(kelekale)

affirmative response

HEE hEn w¥ mbei ma £55% u  fan ku
it ! makes me(neg) fear to talk with

unu dee soni dee mi ta- jedi

youlpl) the(ply things the(pl) cont hear

(Aan ' fa seei)

it have (neg) how empha.

Biga mi sabi taa ce dee oto
because I know that if the(pl) others
taw- fan ku unu wWar ta-

cont takk with youtpl) you(pl)(neg) cont
jei seei.
hear emphasis.

(Letisl)
that's right

Ma ma sa disa unu
Bug I(neg) can leave ycu(pl)

{Tuutuu)

true true

Biga a kand& s nbd mi nll wd
because it perhaps 80 1 only empha
un bi ta=- dluku

vou(pl) paet cont look for

taa W& kaa u ku Asayseka bi
soeying where we wWith Asayseka past

libi bunu tjika,
live well enough

16. That's the way it is.
17. But just the same you
take pleasure in me.

18. Right 1Y. So for that
reascn 1 am not afraid to
talk to you about the
things 1 hear.

20. It couldn't be any

‘other way.

21. 1 know that if other
people talk to you, you
don't listen.

22. That's right

2%, But 1 still can't let
you slone.

24. That's true.

25, 26. 1t cculd be that
you're just waiting for
me to come to you saying
'in as much as Asayseka
and we have lived in

harmony in the past...
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27T n8 a o- ko a u ko fan ku u ndtmd h : _ . )
e will surely come
he incom come to us come talk with us surely Y ]
and talk to us.'
27. (letisd) . . -
27« That's right
thet's right 7. Tha rien
28, S0 then when he
28. ntt tee a ko fan ku u kasa .

. L w 11 p
when he come $£alk with us already comes, we wi Lay
attention to what
ndd u sa piki En buka. he save

then we can respond/obey his mouth/message vEe

29, Bxactly
29. (seepisecpi) N .
. . 0. Yes, Folhks, since
emphatic afirmative 3 ’ !
those were my thoughts
30. weno, dee s8mb&~co .
. 3 <] I got and

yves, dthe(pl) people you ses got up an

: came 1o you.

fu di mi pakisei =Y} o .
: _ 1. & S

for since I thought thus 3 so it 3

32. How, I'1l ask you
nE8 hién w i si. mi hopo ko a unu to excuse me (for
you see + got up came to you(pl)

being so bold as to
31.{w& e a ab) come here) It is with
so it is
the utmost respect
32, W& nfo mi piimisi unu e baa o
: and humility that I
I ask pardon you{pl) hear voe an um y :
have come tou you.
33. That's right

34. I came to beg of

ku begi ku 1l&sip&ki ku manini
with begging with respect with mannerlu

fasi mi ko a unu aki ] _
manner L come to you(pl) hwre you, blease do what

I am going to ask
33. (letis§)
that's right you to do.
35. Right
34. Mi ko begi unu ee . 3
. ; . rrounds
I come beg you(pl) hear 36. (Grounds) In as
mueh as people see
gaantangi mi k& fuunu musu piki di )
3 and I
please I want for you must obey the that you an are
on familiar terms
fan mi ko ta- fan ku unu aki

talkk I come cont talkklwith you(pl) here

35. (kelekele)
afirmative

26. Bigs ka lanti ta- si taa mi ku
because where people cont see that I with

unu guénti t jkga
you(pl) are familiar encugh
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37« nbd kaa de sabi taa mi ku unu .
. where they know thha L with you(pl) -1*

B8 d¥ gaan mati tgika aki
are big friends enocugh here

38 (Tuutuu)
true true

indeed, in as much
as they know/think
we are close friends.
38, That's true

39, Then it 1 say

something there is

3. nd8Y Jjee mi taki wan soni
it L say a thing

40. nd6 =a abi fa fuun pasa mi buka tjika
it has how for you(plP pass my mouth enough

40. (Letisd)
that's right

41. w8 de Q- si taa s8sl mati mi
they incom see that empty friendship I

ku unu ta- hoi
with you(pl) cont hold

42. (Aai)
yes

43. nbd de si tasa s88sb guntima
they see thht 8mpty familisr-ones

mi  ku unu ae
I iwith you(pl) are

ma na bumbuu
but not good
no
45. W8 un k¥&En alt n&?

you(pl) want it thus ?

46. (w& nbnd)

no

47. w8 ndd fa mi ku unu guwénti
as I with you(pl) are familiar
tjika aki
_enough here

n¥8 ee wan . ta~ k& ta- piki
if you(pl) (heg)cont want cont obey

mi bxka a soni
my mouth/maasage about something

an extent to which
you can disregard
it..

40. Tnat's right

41. (that will

cause ) them to

see thnat it is a
false friedship you
and I have

4z. Ies

43, Indeed they will
sge that it is for
nothing that we are
familiar with each
sther, we are ncot
not really good
friends.

44 . Ko

45, Well, is that
the way you want it?
46. well, no.

47. vell, the in as
much &8 wz know each
other sc well, then
if you doun't wanttbo

regard what 4 say
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48. (¥%n) 48. Yes?
es?
yess 49, then do you think
49¢ nU& wun pakisei taa woto s&mbe de cther people are going
youlpd) think that other people they

to regard what I say?

Q= ta- piki mi bukea a soni 50. f@o

incom cont pbey my message about something 51. For that reason
. €l 285

50. (N8n&)
no

only you must regard
what I am gcing to

51. w& h8H n88 mbei un musu - ta- piki say to you here.

it only makes youlpli) wust cont ohey 52, UK
mi buka a dee soni mi ta- fan 53. I am going to ask
my message about the(pl) thing I cont talk you one more thing.
ku unu ee 54 . alright

with ; 1) hear : i
you(pl) hea 55. Are you going to

52. (LUBE8 _ do what I ask you to do?

80 .

© 56, (h yes, we'll do
53, & mi o= hakisi unu wan soni midn ee it.
T incom ask mou(pl) a thing more hear
: 57. CK then, since

54. (Aai) you suy so, 1 will take

ves

your word for it.

55. Fa mi fan ku unu aki (5%4) 58, I will take your

as I talk with you(pl) here thus word and weit and see

56. An sa piki mi buka n¥7 of you answered me
1 ossibly obey my message 7 .
you(pl) poss ¥ yomy g sincerely
56. (Aai u sa pikid ju  buka ee) 59. or if you are juet

s6i obej »ur ssage hec
yves we possibley ey your messag ear being sarcastic to me.
57. S8, w& di un taki 88 60. (Grounds) bBecause
. . 1
80 since you(pl) takk thus just now as I was on
n8¢ da mi jei ee my way here
I hear, hear

58. Mi o- piki ku unu - duku ee
* 4incom respond with you{pl) see if j
tuutuu piki un ~ piki mi 3
true answer youl(pl) answer me ;

59. naa Jje un ta- saanti mi g
or if youlpl) count zxre being sarcustic to me

60. Bigu fa mi Thopo ta- ko wantewante aki :
because us + got up cont come Just now  here ' 3

LR v har e o
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6L. (Aai)
yes
62, NEE h&€&n wan womi s¥mb& ku wan mupd¥
a man perscon with a woman
waka ko ku mi a pasi
walk come with me on path
63. (Letisd)
that's right
64. HNBE h¥n w&€ de taki taa wE  maasé
they said that where?
65. {(Tuutuu)
true true
66. li¥n mi +taki da de taa
; said to them said
wg s8 mi ta- ko fan ku unu wan fan
thus I cont come talk with you(pl) a
67. (xelekele)
afirmative
68.NNBE h&n de taki da mi taa
they said to me said
an a¥ u mi pensa ko a unu
it(neg) was for me bother come to youl(pl)

69.

TOs

TL.

72.

3.

biga s8mb& an ta~ fan
because peovple neg cont talk

nd8 un jei ee
you(pl) hear hear

(LetisE)
that's right
ta- jei  sondi

De taa wan

kuma
like

leti fa 1 sabi
just as you know

wan

(Tuutuu)
true true

Ma fa mi ko fan ku unu
but as 1 come talk with you{pl)
n8% un musu jei n&8mdb

you(pl) must hear without fail
Aagi w& u  Jjei fa i  taki ee

yes

ku unu tee
with you(pl) til

_ m&&nsl
they said you(pl)(neg) cont hear thing ever

a' jesi
you(pl)(neg) have ears

aki
here

talk

yvou've said,

61,
62.

Wes
A man and woman
walked with me =zlcng the
WAY e

%, That's right

64 .
"where are you going?"
65s That's true
66. So I told them that

_

I was coming to talk to

aAnd they asked me,

you all about scmething.
6 7 o F{-ight
68,

that it was no use for

2o they said to nme

me to come tc you because
you never pay &any
attention to what people
say to you;

£9, That's right

T0.

listen to

They suid you never
anything just
as you (yourselves) know
that it is just like you
don't have
Til. That's
72.

here =znd alking to you,

ears.
true
But as for my coming
vou must pay heed to it

without fail.

T3, Well, yes, we hear
what you are saying.
T4. and ccncerning what

don®t
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T3 (Aai_wé u Jei fa i taki ee) T3. vielli, yes, we hear
yes we hear how you talk hear i

what you are saying.
Tde NBE fa i fan ku u aki kaa T74. and concerning what
as you talk with us here already oy .

you've ssaid,

75. n88 na fEEE da u ee 15. don't worry about us

neg fear for us pear 76, we will happily
76, U piki di fan  fii waiwai take heed to whag you
we obey the talk of your heappily have asked.
TTe WoO piki ju thka) _ 77. we will take/pay
we incom obey your message) need to it.
78. w8on piki  mi buka? 18. wWill you pay heed

you{pl){incem) cbey my message? to what I said?

T9. (aai) T9. Yes
wes 80. UK then
80, W  an tcobi ce 81l. bBut the old people

it(neg) trouble hear say: If « bird is fat

8l. Ma dee gaan sE€mb& taki taa you will see it in the
but the(pl) old people say that firve.
jee fou fatu 82+ That is a proverb

if bird fat which mesns: when you

[

n88 a faja joo si &n kill & bird everybody

in fire you(dmcpm) it widkl be standing =zround

82. Di d& d¥ wan taki taa argueing.
that there is a talk saying 83, That's the way it is
tee i kii wan fou 4. “ome will say that
whenever you kill a bird

the bird is fat

n8t dee s£&mbé& o- sad d& ta- fia 85. Some will say that

the(pl) people incom be there cont diSPutethe bird is not fat.

83. (8¥ a d?éokaa) 86. When they have
thgs it is already picked and put it in

84. So u de o= taa di d&ou fatu the fire to reast
some oFf them dhcom ®ap <the bird fat

85, So u de o= taa di fou an fatu
some of them incom say the bird neg fat

86, NEU te de puum&én te de kaba tjago Db
when they pick it til they finish take

buta s faja fu de jasa
put in fire fcr them roast




for nothing you(pl) pt. cont make that

that we were cluse friends.

Me page 8 :
%
47. n8Y ee a fatu nll te & kendi kaea 87. theh if it is fat :
if it fat when it hot already ! f
when it gets hot the fat :
n¥% di fatu f¥&n ta- jo ta- kule %ill melt and run so.much — |
the fat of it cont melt cont run . j
it almost puts cut the ;
tee kuma a sa tgpa di faja fire. 3
til like 1t possc. put put the fire o . f
_ 8. but it is not fat, i
88, e ee an fatu nd® i jas¥in te i you roast it til you are 3
but if neg fat you raese it til you ' ;
tired and finelly just ;
tired you leave it - . 1
8Y%. You will never see :
89. ja o- si fatu f¥¥n m¥¥nsd it's fat. ;
youlneg) incom see fat of it ever )
- G9U. That's why the old
90. H&n mbei dee gaan  s¥mb& fuu koti di jeople spesak this
it mak@es the(pl) old pecple of us cut the
proverb saying that
odo aki taa ) taa if a bird is fat you
pro®erb here saying that )
will see it in the fird
jee fou fatu n¥t joo 81 &n a faja 91. So I am going
if bird fat you(incom) see it 4in faae
to go wait and see
91l. W& n¥¥% mi o- g0 ae& ta- haiks unu what happens with
I dincom go there cont listen you(pl)
yvou folks.
92. M=m ma musu Jei di taki a4 a unu 92. But I must not
but I{neg) must hear the talk there at you(pl)
hear that kind of
buka m&8n talk from you anymore.
mouth &anymore
9%, You must stop it
83, Un musu kaba ku €n kiinkiin sbsolutely
you(pl) must finish with it absolutely
4. But if it should be j
94, Ma e mi d4é& tee nd€& mi jedi E&n & unu that 1 do heer it 1
but if I am il 1 hear it at you(pl}p
from you agsin j
buka  mln 95. then 1 know that it
mouth again :
was a false friendship i
95. nY wi sabi taa you had with me/axxhawxes g
* know  thht
NXERXmEL j
s8s8  mati un bi ta- hoi ku mi 96+ Indeed, it was for ;
empty friendship you(pl) .#@tcont hold with me ;
nothing that you pretended :
96. NUE sUsl un bi ta- mbei taa j
3

97.

mi
4

ku uanu aa
with youl(pl) are

gu&ntima
familiar ones

salkarcier

R LT a

N e
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98 .

99

10C.

101L.

102,

103.

104,

105,

106 -

107.

i08.

110,

111,

Listen to e page 9
#8 n88% mi disa di fan di mi

1 leave the talk which 1
tjako a unu  aki uf?¥ ee
bring to you(pl) here temporarily hear
(Jaai)
yes
Ma mi da unu tangi fu di mi
but I give you(pl) thanks for that I
sabi taa un sa jei di fan u mi

know that you(pl) possib. hear the talk of me

n¥¥ un sa teki &n tu

you(pl) possibly accept it also

n8E gaantangi thagks fuunu
big thanks thanks for you(pl)

(s88Y)

s0

(W8 1 secei tu ee mati, di fan
you yourself alsc hear friend the talk

i si 4 fan ku u aki
you see you talk with us hare
ntd  wa sa tauki taa
we {(neg) possibly say that
u  tekdi E&n
we take it
Biga jee wan s&mb& fan ku i
because if a reescn  ta.oks with you
ndt i tae i Jei
you say you hear
ee na s i taa W& mi teki di fan
if not thus you say I accert the talk
nd% 1 musu du di fa
you must dc the how
ntd wa ea taki da i taa u piki &n
we(neg) can say tc wyou that we obey it
ma boo go  duumi luku)

but let us go sleep lock

@aantangi fuunu ee
big thaenks for youlpl) hear

n&6 un duumi bunu

97

the subject here

UK well, 1'll érop
for the
time being
98,
99

you because 1

Yes

But I will thank
kRnow you
will do what I ask of
youe
100. Indeed you will
accept what L say.
10l. So I really want
to thank you.

102. Uk then

103, #nd you too Friedd,
concerning what you have
said tov us here,

104. we can't say that
we accerpt it/

105. (Grounds) because
talks to

if a pseson

you and you say that you
hear,
106,

or you say, 'well, I

accept what you say,'
107. then you must do it.
108. So we can't say to
you that we accept what
you say,
10%. but liet's go
sleep on it and see,

1i0. And fThanks alot.
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111, n88% un duumi bunu
you(pl) sleep well
1112. nd8 gazantangi fuun wan prasi mbdn e

big thanks for you(pl) one time more hear

fu dadi mi sa' taa un sa
for that I know thht youl(pl) possiblgy
Jei mi

hear wme

1li. UK well, pmou
folks sleep well

112. and thanks again.
(I thank you because)
I know you will do

what 1 ask.
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Notes on 'Listen to me'

The responses of the listener are in 0. This is the normal
way to carry en a conversation or respnnd to a lecture, story
or anythlng else.,

We _exact function is'nnt yet determined.

Nﬁﬁ.'ln accomplished tlme, nao' connects various units df speech
(from phrases to sections) in a variety of logical relationships.

Biga ives raunds or further evidence for some prededin
Biga g gr _ . g
concession.

This statement not to bw taken llterally. It is just a normal
polite self defaclng. :

Hen Introduces the nexf step' in the story or narrative,
: usuaily.ghchronalugical order.

Da Introduces a conclusion




~ Outline of fListen to me!

fuiz Intrcductian.
13,14 Reason for the talk: the complaint

?15—31 I will sbeak.tc.yau:'bring my compléint

' 1520 Grcunds #1- the grounds for coming, for daring to telk‘
; ' : they respect him even tho he is no consequence.
?21%4 (?J'Graunds #2 or a p?xanthxxnix parenthetlcal statement:
Vi e ; ~you don t listen to others when they come.
| 25-29  Grounds #3 It may be that you are just waiting for me to
' =t - come. ' i
{30-31 Conclusion: I will talk.

32-52 - You must listen
32-35 I beg you to listen to me
| 3646 Grounds #1 we are good friends, and if you don't listen

j : to me, people will say that we are nnt really
| : good friends.

47-50 Grounds #2 We are good friends and if you don t listen to
me, nobody will :
51-52 Conclusion: you must listen to me.

53-59 Are you going to lastan?
' Yes
OK I'1ll wait and see

60=T1 A man and woman on the way here told me that I shouldn't
o bother to come to you because you never listen to anyone.

T2 0 But you must listen to me

73-77 Bh yes, we will listen

78-91  OK but the proof af the puddlng is in the eating. _ N\
: N
92~53 antent of . request: I don't want to hear that klnd of talk |
G from you anymore. % IH_WEFM/
94-96 If I do I'1ll know you aren't'my ixiuis friends. [%naw' o he
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