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PREFACE

This primer 1is designed to introduce
all the letters of the Bilaan alphabet. It
is divided into three parts, with each part
introducing a selected group of vowels and
consonants. The primer is set up to teach
students to recognize every letter, to know
its soundy and gradually to learn “the
patterns of vowels and consonants so that
they can recognize words as complete units.

The letters of the alphabet are sym-
bolized as follows: a, b, k, d, e, fy g, by
i, 1, my n, g, O, 8, t, u, e, Wy Ve These

Symbols cTosely Tresemble Thelr counterparts
in the National Language, with two - excep-
tions. The letter & has +the sound -6f
Spanish e; the letter e is like the second
vowel of the English word 'above'. Glottal
stop is symbolized by . in the werd final
position; 1ntervoca110ally it is not sym-
bolized. because there are now vowel ~clus-
ers in Bilsaan,

This primer has been prepared by
Norman and Doris Abrams, members of 'the
Summer Institute of Linguistics.: It is
designed to teaéh the speakers of Bilaan to
read in their own language as a step toward
literacy in the National Language.
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Notes to the Teacher

The entire alphabet listed on the first
two pages is for the purpose of familiariz-=
ing the students with the appearance and the
name of each letter, These are to be re-
viewed +two or three times 1in every class
session during the teachihg of the first
section of the primer. They are to be in-
troduced in these pages not as sounds but as
letters, and they are to be called by their
names(a, ba, ka, da, etc.).

The following pages, introduce limited
groups of letters taught as sounds and
called not by their names but by their
sounds, In the case of gome of the conso-
nants this may be difficult, but the diffe-
culty can be explained by &stating that '"the
gsound is very smal.: because it has no compa-
nion." The students should be taught to
recognized single sounds as units that can
stand alone or be combined with other sounds.
As each sound is taught the students should
also learn its shape, and they should be
able to recognize it in words containing the
sound. Drill with blackboard and flash cards
igs helpful, and if the student can be taught
to print each new letter it will help him to
memorize its shape. Ample time shojld be
spent in getting the student to read two and
three sounds together,
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fa la fala

fa la fala
di fe dife
di fe dife
fa fu
ku kd -~ kukad
fu 1é fulé
di la dila
ka 10 hald
né né
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dini fo

Nun fd dini,

Dini i fd.
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i kuku

Nun kukd dini,

Dini i kukd.
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Nun kukd dini.

Nun kukd fd dini,

Nun kukd fu.
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fulé dee

Nun dee kukd.
Nun dee kukud dini,
Nun dee fulé kukd dini.
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Nun dee kukd.
Nun dee kukd dini.
Nun dee fulé kukd dini.
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13 ani

Ld fulé i kukd ani.

- Nun i 13 fulé kukd dini,
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Ani
Dee
Ani

Fulé

Dee



kili

Nun kili dini,
Nun kili ru.
| fd nun kili.,
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ulu kili i kuku

Nur,

Né 1 ulu kili?

Ld dini i ulu kili,



Né i ulu kili?

Dini di fulé kukd.
Kukd i nun ulu “ili,
Knaanla i ulu,

Knaanla i ulu kili,




File kukd? grg i}

Dee ale.

File fuld kukl dini?
Dee fule kukd dini.
Dee ale,

File kili?

Ld dee ale. .
Na knaanla kili,

Na knaanla i ulu kili.
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fan fak lak
lad kan dak
lak dad lan

u lad ulad

ki fan  kifan
fan dan fandan
ne lak  nalak

da lan dalan
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Dee fandan dini.

Fele i nga fandan ani.
Fele i ngé dee fandan,
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~ Kanfd nga i ulad.

Nun kifanan?
Landé kifanan i ulad ani.

Kanfé i ngd i ulad lande kifanan,
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File fandan?

Dee fandan.

Knaanla fandan.

Fele i nga fandan.

Né i dalan ulad?

Di fandan,

Kanfé ngd i ulad di fandan.
Nun kifanan?

| ulad landé kifanan,
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kanfe dalan kifanan

lande knaanla
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| lul luk dul
fu dul fudul

a lul alul
h Luk uluk
1uf kun
fun kuf
nun dun
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Nun dad +3d.

Dee fukal ngd dini.

Nun kald 1 ng3 ani,

La fukal i ngd ani,
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Uluk i ngd nun kald alul.



Dee nalaf di alul,

Nun nalaf i ,ad nga fukal.
Nun nalaf i ngd nun kald,
Knaanla nalaf.

Knaanla dee nalaf



Né fu?




Né i dad nga?

L3 ale dini di alul,
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Dee dad ngd di fandan,
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Nun dee dad fulé kukad,

File ale?

Nun 138 fulé kuku,

Kanféla kili,

Knaanla kili.
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Ld dee ulad dini.,

File ulad dini?

Nun kifanan?

Landé kifanan.

Knaanla'kili

50



kel

di
1u

ki
ki

nin

nin
len
kif
lil

ien

len

sl

Iil

kif

dinin
lulen
kakif
kilil

kilen



Kel i ngd nun kald.

Kel i ngd di dalan.
Kakif ngd lulen,

Dini i nga nun lulen,



Kakif i nga nun kald.

Kakif i ngd lulen,

Fanak i ngd dini di dalan,

Fanak i ngd nun kakif.
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Dini fru di dalan,

Fanak i frnu di kilil dalan.

Fanak i ngd nun lulen di kilil delsn,

Fanak ale di kilil dalan.
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&ni fak magu di kilil i dalan,
agu i ulad di kilil i dalan.,
rnati ulad i fak. Fanak i ulad

di kilil i dalan,
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Magu i to dini di dalan,
Le magu i ngd di dalan ani.
Magin i ngd.

Magu ale di dalan,

Le nun kudd magu di dalan,




Magin kuda di to mfun,
Magin i kudd di ngd.
Nun fas i to mfun kuda.
Fanak i kuda di dalén.
Le fanak i to nun fas,

Na le fanak i ngé magin,



Kan ku fanak ale?

Nun ulad dini di kilil dalan,
Teen i kudd i ulad.

| ulad ani nun kifanan,

Teen i ngd i ulad.

Le teen i ngd i kifanan.

Le teen i to nun fas i ulad.
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ranak i kudd du liké.
Le 1likd i ngd.
La liké i to nun fas.

Frati to fas ulad,

Frati to ulad di kilil dalan,




to mfun kuda.

‘Le magu i

Le magu i ng

d na kuda,

La 1iké i ngd na kudd.

Magu ale di dalan.




Dét i teen ngd di kilil dalan?

Teen ngd i fak.
Teen ngd i kudd.

Teen nga i fas.

Teen ngd i frwu,




Kan ku liké i kudd?
Liko du teen kudd i fak,
Liké du teen kudd i fas.

Likd du teen kudd i to.
Liko du-teen‘kudé i fru,

Likd du teen kuda i ulad

D&t fnati i ulad?
Frati ulad i kuda.
Fnati ulad i to mfun fas.
Frati ulad i fru,

Fnati ulad i fak,




tan ku fanak i ngd di kilil i dalan?
Fanak du teen ngd i kuda.
Fanak du teen ngd i fak.
Fanak du likd ngd i fas.
Fanak du fnati ngd i fnu,

Fanak du 1ikd ngd i ulad.

To mfun i fnu,
To mfun i fak.
To mfun i fandan.
To mfun i fas.

To mfun i kuda.
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Magu i dad to di dalan atd.

Hagu ale ditd di falami gumné atd,
Magu ale ditd di gumné landé ataf.
Nun sudd i dad tclmagu.

Dét sudd i dad to magu?

Kalon sudd i dad to..

Ku nun kudé; lulen dad to kalon,




}

Suddli dad to kélon atd.
Magu i dad to nun sudd ditd

di falami gumna,
Kel ale di falami gumné.
Nimdla falami ataf di qumné atd,
Dét nimdla ataf?
Kalon niméla ataf.

Nimola falami ataf kalon,
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lulen
Lulen
sudd
atd

sudl

ditd
Gumne
Atd

gumné

Ditd

falami gumné
ataf kalon
Falami ataf kalon

di gumné.
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sudd niméla ataf

ditd magu ditd
falami sudd kalon
kalon

gumné
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saféd
satu

malnak

mlu

sa
sa

mal
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fed
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Eél
Saféd

Satu

Malnak



Nun dee fnu dini. Dini gumné fnu,
Mlun fru dini. Dee fnu mlunu dini.
Fukal ulu fru mlunu, Mlunu fru nun
kifanan, Dee kifanan fukal. Le

fukal ulu mlunu fnu,

Dee gumné fou mlunu, Eél. satu guané
fou. Kalon le satu. Nun gusné fru
mlunu di kalon saféd &el.
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E&]l gumné fru mlunu, Dee knaanla
di 861, Knaanla malnak kili.
Knaanla malnak nalaf na malnak fak.
Né gumné fak knaanla? Fak ditd
saféd @61, di kalon saféd &él,

| Gumné fak di kalon saféd &él.



Nun malnak nalak dini,

File malnak nalaf dini?
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Né i gumné mlunu fru?

Di éél.

Né i satu gumné mlunu fnu?

Di kalon saféd éél.

 Dét i knaanla saféd 681?
Satu knaanla malnak fak,
Satu knaanla malnak nalaf,

. Malnak kili satu knaanla.
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sasé
falmon
ito
dale
mlok
sdé
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Falmon
Ito
Sasé
Kanen
Atd
Mlok
Lam
Sde
Mgal
Dale



Atd gumné sdé. AtQ gumné dee sdé,
ditd di lam kalon atd. Sasé i sdé
di to. Knaanla fele ito. Sasé

nimdla.

Nun satu ulu dee sdé atd, Sasé ulu
dee sdé atu. Ku magu kanen; dee

magin., Magin ale kanen. "Magin dee

sdé; na knaanla fele ito,



Mgal ulu dee sdé magu. Mgal
fukal kifanan atd., Dee falmon,
Dee sdé magin kanen, Magin

ale kanen, na sasé nimdla.

80



Wagin ito mlok ito, Iilok ito di lam
kalon atd, Ditd gumné ulu i sdé,

Ditd dee sdé.

File ito magin mlok? Satu dale magu
di lam kalon, Saféd &él gumné i to
fukal. | malnak to magin di to mlok.

Mgal i to fukal.
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Ku nun sdé fnati ito, kakif i to fukal,

To fukal sa i mgal. Magin kanen mlok,
du mgal kanen,



Kel ale di alul.
Falami kald ani.

Falmon fele.

Satu to ani mgal,
Knaanla nalaf.

Fnati sdé.

Mlok ale ditd.
Kanfe ito fak.

Ale nun sudd.




. Anl ulu sdé. Dét falmon?
Falmon ataf

Falmon falami kald

TN :i;?-ij ' /fFalmon fele
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Dét kakif mgal to ani? Kakif nalaf

Kakif alul
Kakif sdé




Ani dad to magu di dalan nun dad lulen,
Satu nun sudd, Satu nun kakif. Ta kel
ale di éél. Fanak ale ditd, na nimdéla
falami alul. Dad to mgal nimdla

falami alul saféd eel., Na lulen di
alul dad lulen, Na uluk i élul di éel,

Na magu ale magin di alul di &él,




Né gumné sde?

Nalaf
Fas
Kald
htaf

Di lam kalon
Di kilil &él
Di kilil dalan

Di lam fele



File sdé atu? Dee sdé atd
Satu sdé atu

Dét.nimﬁla? Mimdl. falami ataf

Niméla fas
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b w y ng h

bi bi weye yu

ye ngd ngi hae
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wé

mayé
fanday
lagi
libun

blawen

salu

fye

mwé

mayé_
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Maye
Fanday
Lagi
Libun
Blawen
Mwé
Salu

Fye

nwé gwe

knayé



To Fanday

Nun to falami kel dini. MNun falami
gumné dini, Libun na lagi salu di kanen,
Landé to 1d mayé kanen. Kanen sa fanday.
Fanday to di blawen. Kanen mfun fye blawen,
Nimoan dad kifan blawen,

Mayé dad to kifan blawen, Lagi na
libun mayé kifan blawen. Salu ale di kanen
na mwé ale kifan blawen,

Fye to fanday ayé. Fanday kanen di
blawen, Dee to mayé kanen. Mayé dad to
kifan blawen. Salu libun ra lagi di fanday
ayé na mwé ale kifan blawen,
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salu libun

lagi
fanday gumné

blawen
mwé blawen

kifan |

Salu ale di gumné fanday.
Mweé ale i dad kifan blawen,
Fye i to fanday,

Dee to mayé kifan blawen,

)|



ayem Ayem

magaf Magaf
nang Nang
“tukay Tukay
ayé - Ayé
man Man
timto Timto
agaf magaf fagaf



| Tukay Ayem

| nga’lagi'na i ngd libun mfun'i tukay -
ayem, Mayé ale magaf tukay ayem ani, Magaf
ale lam gumné na magaf ale saféd gumné,
Satu du i dad ngd magaf saféd gumné teenla
kald, Timto mfun kald ani?" man i ngd libun,

a3



Nun to salu di dalan na teenan i kald.
Na manan, "Nangyu fagaf i tukay ayem kalu
ayé, du falmon dun.” Na ta man i ngd lagi,
"Timto mfun kalo ani?" Na man i to, "Do

2

ayé, Do mfun kald aye."

Na ta nwé i to kald ayée, Ta ld falmo
tukay ayem dun. Na ta lda magaf i dad ngd
ani dun, |



Timto magaf di saféd gumné?
tukay ayem
ngd iagif
hgé libun

Dét i agafla? fak

| “kuda
kald

Timto mfun i kalu ayé?
tukay libun

tukay ayem

to salu di dalan.



dungan Dungan

ya Ye
kmadéw Kmadéw
ge Ge

agu Agu
saging Sagiﬁg
baweh Baweh

kmadéw kakadéw kakadéwla
bawehgu baweham bawehan
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l Tukay Ngd Libun

Satu du i tukay ngd libun magaf di

dungan i gumné,  Salu déé i ayem na 1liko

- kanen, Na kmadéew i tukay nga libun du 1ikB

di ayem, Na manan, "E, y&, sasé baweh ayem,

L3 mayé agu i ayem ayé." Na ti kmadéw na
kmadéw.
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Ta kel yeéan na manan, "Dét ani? Kan ku
kmadéw ge?"  Man i tukay ngd libun ayé di
kane yéan, "Magaf agu di dungan i gumné na
salu déé i sasé baweh ayem,"

Man i yé, "Nang ge kmadéw. L3 sasé
ayem aye,  Fye i ayem, t, ani sajingam,
Knaanam saging ani na nang ge kmadéw, du
sasé baweham ku kmadew." Na ta fanak kmadéw
i tukay nga libun ayé,  Ta knaanan saging
ayé, na ta 1a likdan di ayem ayé. Na ta 18
magaf di dungan gumné.

98



Timto kmadew di dungan gumne?
Dét i man i tukay libun di kane y8?
Dét - sasé ayem dungan gumne,
fye ayem dungan gumné,
Dét man yean?
"Nang ge magaf di dungan gumné."
"Nangam knaan i saging."
"Nang ge likd. Fye i ayem."

99
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kalabaw
gatd
tah
maye
" mule
nabe
tlu
gamo

kalabaw
kalabawla

Tua
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Lwe
Kalabaw
Gatd
Tah
Maye

Mule

Nabe
Tlu

. Gamo

kalabawgu

kalabawmi

kalabawla
kalabawan

kalabawam



| -Kalabaw

| tua lagi na yaanan nun lwe kalabawla.
Satu deé, na satu 13 déé. Man tua lagi di
yaanan, "Né gumné satu kalabawta?' Na man
yaanan di kanen, "Ta lagl teen satu
kalabawta aye.," Man i tua lagi ani di

101



yaanan, '"Gatu ge ge ditd di €el, na gatu
agu do di tah, maye kalabaw." Na man yaanan,

!lHae . 1"

Gatu tua libun ani di eél, na nun lwe
libun déé di éél, na manan di lwe libun déé,
"Teenyu kalabawmi dini?"  Na manla "La.
Landé teenmi kalabaw dini." Na mulé i tua
libun. | tua lagi gétﬁ di tah maye kalabaw,
na 13 teenan dun ditd,  Kulé tua lagi ani
teenan kalabawan nebe tlu dad nga. Na manan
didad ngd ani, "Ne qumwéyu kalabawgu ani?"
"Teenmi kalabawam ani ditd di saféd gumné
fanday," man tlu dad ngd ani. Man tua lagi
di dale, "Fye gamo dad ngd," na nwean
kalabawan ani naben mulé.
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Né gusalum?
| Gatd agu di tah .
Nun tanaam ditd? Hae, nun tandgu ditd di
tah, na 1& nun tand ma.
Maye agu saging ditu

di tah, di tand md.
Na magin agu.
Hae, magin ge. Nabequ

saging, na léam nabe,

Maye ale saging ditd di tah,
Maye ale saging di tand ma.

Dale mabe saging.

Timto magu di dungan gumneé?
Do sa dini.
Kan ku salum di dungan gumné?
Flikdgu i sde.
103



kanto Kanto

ma Ma
santulen Santulen
falimak Falimak
samsong Samsong
magul Magul
bong Bong
tana Tand

stulen song

samtulen sansong

santulen samsong

santulenla  gusamsong
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Samsong

Nun dad tua to tlu ngdla.  Lwe libun
na satu lagi: Kanto mayé ngdla ani lagi mwé
yaan, du ta teenan i fye baweh libun. Ta
man lagi ani di yéan na di maan, "Mwé agu
yaan, Ani libun nwégu, Do mayé di kanen na
kanen mayé di do," Na man i dad tua, "Hae,
fye ayé, td. Fye libun ani."
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Kanto man i lagi di dale, "Gatu ito di
dad tua i libun i fangu knayé nwé, santulen
ito," Na manla, "Hae." Na gatd ale di
qumné libun ayé, na ta déé i maan na i yéan.
Na santulenla, Na mayé i dad tua i libun
tlu falimak, na lwe kudd, na satu kalabaw.
Kanto fnge santulenla, ta mulé i y€ na i md
lagi.

Na nwé i ma i lagi i tlu falimek na lwe
kudd, na satu kalabaw, na faben ale di dale.
Kanto ale samsong. Fnatila i dad sdé na-
nimola knaan,  Na dee dad to gatu ditd di
samsong. Kakella ditu di samsong, magul ale
falimak, Tlu bong falimak na lwe tukay
falimak magul ale, Kanto maye i libun di
kdee dad to déé, ti kmadéw, Na man yéan na
maan dun, "Ngdgu libun, nang ge kmadéw, Kdee



libun di tah i tand ani mwé yaan." Na ta la
kmadéw i libun ani, Na song i lagi na i fye
baweh libun ani,  Kanto fnge i songla na
kmaan i dad to, na mulé ale.

107



Gatd i dad to di samsong. Dét i nimdla di
éamsong? |

Maye ale dee dad to dee.

Samtulen ale sansong

Dale mabe dad falimak di gusamsong.

Magul ale.

Fye baweh i libun sansong.

Fye baweh i gumné gusamsong.

Timto kmadéw?

| fye baweh liblin sansong.
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Lwe Dad Nga

Nun lwe tukay ngd magu di dalan, Maye ale fak
di tand.

Na kantola mulé, ta ld teenla maye dalanla mulé,
Kmadéw lwe dad ngd ani du ta 13 teenla dalanla
mule, |

Nun to tmand ta nayen ale. Na manan, "Kan ku
kmadéw gamo?' Na manla, "Ta 13 teenmi dalan
nul. Na tanabe i to ale ditd di yéla.
Kayela kane yéla, fanak kakadewla.




| Bong Falimak

| tua lagi na yaanan lwe ngdla. Ta man
i tua lagi ayé di yaanan, "Mayé agu mwé
bong falimak du knayéqu bnagul." "Hae", man
yaanan, "Fsaluta lwe dad ngata ani lagi
ditu di tah di gumné satu mala, du mwé bong
falimak di kanen." Man i tua lagi na yaanan
di dad ngdla ani, "Gatd gamo ditd tah di
gumné satu mdyu du santulenyu fye faben do
bong falimakan." "Hae, md," man i dad nga.
Na tmand dad nga ani gatd di tah di gumné
satu mala, Kantola kel ditu, 13~ dée, lo
yaanan mné deé di gumné, "Né gumné satu-

ma?" man dad nga ayé. Na manan dale,
"Mlok." Na l&la man, "Ku tamulé mlok, mayé
gami stulen kanen.  Mayé mami mwé bong

falimakan." Man satu y€la ani di dale,
"Hae.  Nun tlu falimak satu mdyu, Satu
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bong na lwe tukay." Na fayen di dad nga ani
dad falimak.  Na bnagulla tlu falimak ani.
Na kantola ale bnagul, ayé toola knayé
bnagul i bong.

Na kanto mulé satu mdla mlok, ta teenan
i lve dad nga ayé na manan dale, "Dét

naguyu?' Na manla di kanen, "Mayé md nwé
bong falimakam.  Fsalun gami dini du
samtulen ge. Bnagulmi i bong falimakam, too
fye falimak ani," Na léan bnagul bong
falimak di dad nga. Fngela stulen na manan
di dad nga ani, "Gamo mabe i bong falimak
ani dituy ku mdyu." Magul ale tmand mulé.
Kakella ditd di gumné na bnagul mdla bong
falimak nabela ani. Na manan dale, "E dad
nga, bong fye falimak ani,”
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