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SURSURUNGA GRAIMMAR 4
0  PRELIMINARIES

Ot Introduction

Sursurunga is spoken by over 1700 people living in
the Namatanai Subdistrict of New Ireland, Papua New Guinea.
An Austronesian language, it is a member of the Patpatar-
Tolai Subgroup of the Patpatar family of languages (Beaumont:
1972).

My field work commenced on April 17, 1974, at Tekedan
village, and has continued for 18 months. Although many
Sursurungas have coatributed the data on which this paper
is based, Tokialir Orim and Titus Sian have worked with me
most closely, and they have been valuable in both providing
data and in checking it.

0,2 Abbreviations and Symbols

Acc Accompaniment adj adjectivizer

Adj Adjective Ap Apposition

ApNP Appositive Noun Ax Axis
Phrase

BLP Bagic Locative Bnf Benefactive
Phrasge

BPosP Basic Possessive BVF Basic Verb Phrase
Phrase

C Clause, Consonant cj Conjunction

cmp Complementizexr Com Comment
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CompP
CoNumVP

CoTimP
CPP

c3

DeclumP
DepC

Des

DitC

DO
ex,excl
hab

IAP

imp

IndC

intr

IOP

jx

Comparison Phrase

Coordinate HNum—-
ber Verb Fhrase

Coordinate Time
Phrase

Characteristic
Pronoun Phrase

causative

Decade RNumber
Phrase

Dependent Clause

Descriptive

Ditransitive
Clause

Direct Object
Exelusive
habitual

Instrument/Accom—
paniment Phrase

Imperative
Independent Clause
Instrument
intransitivizer

Indirect Object
Phrase

juxtaposition

con

ColNP
¢pnoun
cpvhb

DecNumC
DemP

DepPosP

dir
DNP

DOPn
fu
(1)

im

Incl,incl

Info
int
I0
I0Pn

LDP

connective

Coordinate Noun
Phrase

compound noun

conpound verb

Decade Number Clause
Demonstrative Phrase
Dependent Pos-
gsegsgive FPhrase
Direction Word

Descriptive Noun
Phrase

Direct Object Pronoun
Future Tense
Intrangitive

immediately

Inclusive
Information
Interrogative
Indirect Object

Indirect Object
Pronoun

Iocative Direction
Phrase
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manadv

ModC
MvP

NegP
NSNP

nom

Plu,plu

PosPF

Pred

pr pn

Qual,qual

QuoC
rel

B

Locative Hezd
Phrase

Limiter

(any) Locative
Phrase

lManner Adverd

Modified Clause

Modified Verd
Phrase

Hegative Phrase

Non-singular Nomi-
native Pronoun

nominalizer,
nominative

Pluralizer

Pronoun Phrase
1 or 2

{any) Possessive
Phrase

Predicate

Present Tense
Pronoun

Purpose
Qualifier
Quotative Clause
Relater
Singular

Loc,loc

Ian

MLP

Modf

Neg,neg

P
NumC

Pn,pn
PPN

pospn

ps
Punct

PurP

RefP

SgD0Pn

Link

Locative
Manner

Motion lLocative
Phrase
Modifier

Negative

(any) Noun Phrase

Number Clause
Phrase

Pronoun

Possessive Phrase
with Nominalirzer

Possessive Pronoun

Past Tense

Punetiliar

Purpose Phrase
Quote, Quotative
Referent Phrase
Sentence

Singular Direct
Object Pronoun
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Su Subject Suiik Subject Marker

Tim Time (T) Transitive

TimMk, timmk Time Marker TimP (any) Time Phrase

Top Topic unk unknown

usu usually v Verb, Vowel

VP (any)} Verb Phrase w/ with

w/o without 4n?P 4n Phrase

= equals, is mani- # does not equal
fested by

+ optionally occurs + obligatorily occurs

* does not occur

Present Tense is unmarked.

Items between slashes are highlighted.

A raised p or number indicates how many times an item may be
repeated., The n signifies 'indefinitely'.

Capital letters below the line indicate subclasses of words
or, in phrases, the subclass of the word which fills the

Head slot. For example:

Ade Class F Adjective

VT Transitive Verbd

nouny Class N Noun

VPI any Verb Phrase with Intransitive Verb Head
BVPD Basic Verb Phrase with Ditransitive Verbd

Head
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1 STEMS (Question 1)

1.1 Introduction

There are two types of stems in Sursurunga: simple
and complex. Simple stems contain only one morpheme
whereas complex stems contain more than one morpheme.
Either type may be bound, not occurring in isolation, or

free, possibly occurring in isolation.

Simple Bound: ngudu- 'mouth’

Simple Free: up 'to hit!
Complex Bound:  tar#p- 'to tear!
Complex Free: gam 'you (plural)’

1.2 Complex Stem Formation

Complex stems may be compound, derived, or reduplicated.

1e241 Bxamples of Compound Stems
tur '%o stand' plus pas 'to take hold of' becomes
turpas- 'to commence'
Compound verb stems are very plentiful in both text

and conversation and may be coined as the occasion arises.

1.2.2 Examples of Derived Stems

1.20201 verbal
a- ‘'causative' plus lal ‘'to be bent' becomes
alal- 'to bend'
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1.2.2.2

1.2.2.3

$a-

tardp-

Nominal

waka--

singular possessive!

mother's mother!?

Fronominal

'causative! plus ridp

'mother's mother!

tto tear!

plus ~fn

'tc be torn!

becomes wikin

becomes

'3rd person

thia/her

Non-singular pronoun stems are formed according to

the following chart.

Core: person 18t order suffix: 2nd order suffix:
indicator inclusive/ numbexr
exclusive

gi~ 18t -t dinclusive -ar dual
gam 2nd -m exclusive -tul “trial
ai 3rd -at quadral

@ plural

Morphophonemics: tt becomes +
-~ar becomes -ur/m__

YmV becomes VV
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The preceding chart produces the following readings.

18t person 2nd person 3rd person
Incl Execl
Dual gitar giar gaur diar
Trigl gitul gimtul gamtul ditul
Quadral gitat gimat gamat diat
Plural git gim gam di

Non-singular pronoun stems are basic forms and are used

in forming all types of non-singular pronouns,

1.2.3 Example of reduplicated stem

gau 'to cook' sausau- 'to warm up again!

2  VWORD CLASSES (Questions 2 and 3)

2.1 Introduction

Attempts to separate Sursurunga words into a couple of
broad classes vere unsuccessful, Some nouns cannot be ver-
balized, and only certain members of other small classes
can be verbalized. All verbs can substitute for nouns
and all can be possessed, Pronouns can also substitute for
nouns, but cannot be possessed. DNost adjectives are derived
from verbal forms, bhut cannot act as verbs or nouns or pro-
nouns in their derived forms. Some verbs may also substitute

for adjectives.
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Since there is such overlapping of classes the fol-

lowing have been set up for the present, and wards are

asgigned according to the class they normally fill.

2ele1 Some Points of Differentiation Between Word Classes
Nouns | Verbs | Pronouns { Modifiers | Particles

can be |

possessed yes yes no no no

£ill Hezad

glots of all some gome

Noun Phrases NP NP NP no no

£ill slots only only only only

in Verb Head Suik Modifier Peripheral

Phrases no alot slot slots slots

nouns

or noun

substitutes yes yes yes no no

£ill Relater

slots of

Relater-Axis

Phrases _ ho no no no yes

2.2 Nouns

2e2a1 Nouns fill the Head slots of Noun Phrases and can

be broadly divided into those which cannot be possessed

(nas 'sun', mitnityah 'star') and those which can be pos-—

seszsed.

The former class is very small and includes things

which are of universal significance and ocbviously cannot
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be owned. The latter class is very large and can be divided

into several layers of subclasses.

2242 Poasessable nouns are divided into two subclasses.

2.2.2.1 Alienable Nouns

The possessor may precede the noun, Special possessive
pronouns are used and precede the noun, or the Indirect
Object FPhrase is used and it follows the noun. See

Pogsession, 4.4.

2.2.2,2 Inalienable Nbuns

The possessor always follows the noun. Possession
is shown by a Referent Phrase, suffixation, or compounding.
This is a very interesting class as it includes not only
body parts and some relatives, but also things like 'the
underneath of'; 'kind of'; time elements such as ‘'week',
'‘month!, and 'year'; and parts of trees, fruita, etc. such
as 'thorn' and 'juice'.

Body parts can be further divided into several other
subclasses based on the shape of the 3rd singular form in
relation to the 18t and 2nd singular forms.

Some 3rd person singular inalienable nouns which ex-
press kinship relations may occur as suffixes on non-singular

pronoun stems. They are called Relationship Terms.
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Examples of Inalienable Nouns:

Referent TPhrase lusin 4i yau 'my shirt!
ghirt of me

Suffixation kiki-m 'your leg'
leg-your

Compounding lalin-rum 'under the house'
under-house

2.2.3 Noun Compounding

Nouns can be compounded up to four, although just two
is much more common. All but the last one must be inalien-
able %rd person singular nouns.

gseden-kitngdn-keken-k8l4mul 'man's toenail!
nail-finger/toe~his.leg~man

2.3 The Verb

2.35a1 Introduction

There are basically two classes of verbs in Surswrunga:
transitive and inbransitive. Ditransitive verbs (VD) and
Quotative verbs (?Q) function as Transitives; Number verbs
(VN) function as Intransitives. Each of these subclasses
is very small, and only fills the Head slot of Verb Phrases
which ocecur in Ditransitive, Quotative, andNumber clauses

respectively. Examples:



SURSURUNGA GRAIMMAR 14

Ditransitive tari, tabar 'to give!

kosoi 'to answer, to payback'
Quotative arai 'Yo say'

bit 'to tell!
Number ru 'to be two'

sdngul 'to be ten'

Verbs may occur as Head of a Verb Plrase or Noun Phrase.

2.3.2 Class Changing

Some verbs are always transitive; some are always
intransitive. Some transifive stems can be made into in-
transitive verbs by reduplication: giu '%o clean by
washing (T)' siusiu ‘to bathe (I)'. Other transitive
stems can be prefixed by the reciprocal indicator ar-
to speak of action being shared among two or more agents,
and this makes them intransitive: up ‘to hit (T)' ar-up
'to fight (I)°'.

Some intransitive verb stems can be prefixed by the
causative a-, ta-, or o-. This makes them transitive.

Examples can be found under Stems, 1.2.2.1.

2.3.3 Transitive Verbs and Direct Objects
Transitive verbs obligatorily occur with direct objects.

This can be a suffix on the verb itself if the Direct Object
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is 3rd person singular, a separate word}er phrase or clause,

or both.
yau bis-4i 'IT'm pounding it.?
I pound-it
yau bds talis 'I'm pounding nuts,'

I pound nut

yau bds-4i talis 'I'm pounding the nut.'
I pound-it nut

2.3.4 Subclasses of Transitive Verbs

Transitive verbs have three subclasses, and each sub-
class can be further divided into Class S (Specific) and
Class N (Non-specific), The difference between Class S
forms and Class N forms is usually one of suffixation
which indicates the kind of direct object that follows.

Class 8 forms occur as (1) non-final member of a
compound verb, (2) preceding Class S direct objects, and
(3) preceding Class N direct objects when the meaning is
general or non-definitive. Class N forms occur (1) when
the direct object is inherent but not stated, and (2)
preceding Class N direct objects.

Following are the three subclasses of transitive verbs.
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2.3.4 1 The first subclass contains the exceptions to
the other two subclasses. Once these exceptions are knowvm,
every other transitive verb can be used correctly by seeing
the basic form and thus knowing whether it is Subclass 2
or 5. Subdivisions in this subclass are as follows:
A, Class 8 and Class N forms are the same.
mur mur 'to follow!
B. Class S forms are basic and are shaped CVCVCQ,
like Subclass 2. Class N metathesizes the final VC and
adds -i.
Class S Class N
polas polsai 'to cross!
C. Class N forms are basic; Class 3 drops the final
=1 as in Subclass 3. The difference is that some Class S
forms look like Subclass 2 (they are CVCVC) but are not;
others end in ~8i but only the i drops (unlike Subeclass 3).
Class N Class S

risuri rigur "to like!
gudi gud 'to make wet!

D. TUnpredichable irregulars.
Class S Clasg N
obop oboi 'to put!
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2.3.4.2 The second subclass of transitive verbs contains
all the other wverbs whose Class 3 shape is CVCVC. These
verbs drop the last vowel and add -i to form Class N. In
this subclass Class N forms could not be taken as basic
because there is no way to predict the vowel that would
have to be inserted to form Class S. Note these contrasits

of the last vowel in identical enviromments in Class S:

karus 'to scratch'
parig 'to be lacking!
duruk '$o0 1ift up!
pirak '$o open (a book)!
sapur *to splash!

tipar 'to chasge!

Examples of Subclass 2:
Class 3 Class N

kumur kumri 'to cut hair on the head!
gilik gilki 'to tickle!
pusak puski 'Yo carry on the shouider!

Verbs with the shape VCVC behave as though they contain
an initial h, which they do in the bush dialect. Those with
the shape CVVC behave as though they contain a medial h,
which they do in the bush dialect.

Class S Class N
utung utngi 'to ecall, to say'
‘taun tani "to bury"
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Morphophonemics (Subclass 2):

When Class S forms contain two a's, the remaining a
in the Class N form goes to 4., This is another argument
for Class S as basic in this subeclass., If the rule were
written the other way and Class N was basic, you would get
*parak not pirak.

Voiced stops devoice syllable finally contiguous to
a voiceless segment. Voiced stops go to their nasal
counterparts syllable finally hetween voiced segments.

Class S Class N

gagas gllksi 'to claw with the hand!
tabar timri 'to give a present to!

2.3.4.3 Subclass 3 of transitive verbs contain the re-
maining transitive verbs in the language, and their basic
form is Class N. This is by far the largest class, and
variations of Class S forms are morphophonemic according
to the following formulas,

XCdi

XCoil —— 3 xc
XCi

XCVi ——» XCV
(wvhere V £ 4 or o)
X = rest of the word (can be @)
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Morphophonemics (Subclass 3):
Semivowels become vowels syllable finally. Voiced
gtops devoice syllable finally.
Examples off Subclass 3:
Class N Class S

bisii bis 'to pound'

kosoi kos ' 'to answer, to repay'
daki dalk 'to singe!

matai mata 140 dislike’

8iwi giu 'to clean'

ubi up %0 hit!

Jince Subclass 2 must be based on Class S forms, at-
tempts were made to do the same in Subclass 3 and try to
predict Class N forms from Clasa 8, However, this made for
more involved rules and caused more verba to be put into

Subelass 1, Exceptions.

2.3.5 Absence of -i Ending

Transitive verbs do not always reteain the ~i (or -oi
or -4i) ending with Class N Direct Objects. The absence
of the -1 ending gives a non-definitive cast to the meaning
of the direct object — the difference beitween 'the' and
'a' or between 'I'm getting the coconuts' and 'I'm getting

coconuts'. A more generalized meaning or even a plural
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sense in some cases results. The -i ending does occur
with direct objects where number is specified and with
words like bos 'pluralizer'. It does not occur with te

‘some!.,

2.3.6 Verb Compounding

Verb compounding is different from a verb phrase in
that a compound verb is a series of consecutive verbs with
no intervening links., A verb phrase may contain more than
one verb, but there is always a link present between the
two. See 5.1,

Verb compounding is a common feature of clauses in
Sursurunga conversation and text, and combinations are
coined on the spot to suit the situation. The same con-
struction is used to indicate a series of consecutive
actions, or one action where each verb in the compound
modifies or expands the meaning of the others.

The non-final members of a transitive compound verb
are always intransitive verbs or Class S forms of transitive
verbs; the final member can be either Class 5 or Class N,
depending on the direct object. In some cases, intransitive
verbs, such as kaleng 'to return', can be the final member
of the compound of a transitive clause, but it is followed

by on or nai to refer back to a previously mentioned object.
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All the members of an intransitive compound verb

are intransitive.

dung kir-1
to.put.in to.close,off-it
'to seal it with a stopper!

tipar pala~-i
to.chase to.get.rid.of-it
'to chase it away'

an siusiu
to.go to.baths
'to go and bathe!

kis talum
to.sit to.gather.together
'to sit together (have a meeting)!

tar kaleng
to.give to.return

'to give back'
Three is the maximum number of verbs compounded together
that has been found in text.

a an kuka pag~i widin som
he to.go to.put.over.head to.hold-1t empty basket.type

'He went and put over his head (as a hat, to stay)
an empty basket, !

Compound verbs, like non-compounds, can fill the Head

slot of a noun phrase.
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bos wk di dur pas-i kas
plu woman they to.stand to.hold-it to.scoop
tan-i y-atung i bim

to.bury~-it rel-there rel ground
(tur pasi 'to begin', kas tani 'to cover over')
'The women begin the covering (of the seeds) there
in +the ground.'

2.4 Pronouns

2.4.1 Introduction
Nominative pronouns obligatorily £ill the Subject

lMarker slot of the verb phrase in most clauses and contain

the tense of the verb. Nouns can never substitute for them

in this position.
Pronouns £ill the following functions:
1. Subject Marker slot of most verb phrases
2., Head slot of pronoun phrases
3. Item slot of Appositive Noun Phrase
4., Possessive slot of possessive phrases
5. Head slot of Basic Locative Phrase
6. Axis slot of Motion Locative Phrase and
Special Locative Phrase
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2.4.2 Nominative Pronouns

2.4.2.1 Present Tense

Following are the singular present tense nominative

pronouns:
yau '1st person'
u *2nd person'

a *3rd person'
Present tense non-singular nominative pronouns (NSNP)

are formed according to this formula:

+nucleus +relationship
non- relationship
singular term
pronoun
stem
gitar-tuln 'we 2 brothers'

we.2.incl=his.brother

diar-mokson 'they 2, the married couple'
they.2-married.couple
gimtul ‘we 3t

Wwe.3.2xcl
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2eda2,.2 Future Tense

Stem: person 18t order suffix: 2nd order suffix:
indicator tense marker modification
i~ 1st singular na future/ -k ‘immediately'
singular

u- 2nd singular
-a future/non-
@ 3rd singular singular

use NSNP for
non-singular

Morphophonemics:
a becomes 4/_k

di plus a becomes da

Examples of Future Tense Pronouns:

ina 'I will, I (future)!
unék 'you (immediate future), you will then'
da ‘they will, they (fubure)!

2.4.2.3 Past Tense

Stem: person indicator 18t order suffix: tense marker

ya- tst singular ~kte past/vowel-final stem

u~ 2nd singular ~8%e past/consonant-final
stem

Y- 3rd singular

use NSNP for
non-singular
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The present tense is frequently used when speaking of
a st event, especially when the time frame is known 1o
the listener. Past tense seems to be a kind of aorist or
punctiliar,

Since the first segment of the tense marker in com-
bination with the stem is sufficient to signal the past
tense, the final two segments of the tense marker (ie)

are optional.

yakte ani 'I've eaten it.'

Akte siusin 'He has finished bathing.' or
'"He has already bathed.'

diardte longoi '"They two did it.?!

yak an 'I went.'

2.4.3 Objective Pronouns

2.4.3.1 Direct Object Pronouns

yau '{st person singular’
yau 12nd person singular!
4i, on '3rd person singular'

Use NSNP for non-singular,
Direct Object pronouns are the forms which occur in
the Subject slot of clauses as well as the Direct Object
slot.
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2.4.3.2 Indirect Object Pronouns

Stem: indirect 18t order suffix: 2nd order suffix:
object marker gingular/non- person indicator
singular ‘
8i- indirect -ngi singular -ng 18t singular
object
marker i) non-singular ~m Z2nd singular

-1 3rd singular

use NSNP for
non-singular

si can also precede a noun phrase as a free form.

See Indirect Object Phrase, 4.3.5.2.

Examples:
sineim t$o you!
gigitar '$0 you and I!
gidi 'to them'

2.4.4 Possessive Pronouns

See the chart on the following page.




Formation of Possessive Pronouns

2nd order i1st order Stem: 18t order 2nd order
prefix: prefix: possesasaive suffix: suffix:
class nominalizer person transition | number
indicator indicator
Singular and |§ food ay- nominal-| ak 1st g @ singular
1st & 3rd class izer
person am 2nd Appropriate
non-singular | k- non-food NINP for
class 4n 3rd non-singular
2nd person -U =-ur dual
non-singular
-tul +trizl
-at quadral
@ plural
Morphophonemics: Examples:
ay + & becomes Hyd kakgiur lamas tour (2) coconut!'
un becomes u kayam tyours!
Use of the 1st order prefix precludes 4n un 'his banana'
the use of any suffixes, Nominalized forms amutul bor tyour (3) pork!
of non-singular possessive pronouns are the kindi "theirs?
same as non-nominalized forms. kak malar 'my village!
Hvin 'his (food)'
kamur rum 'your (2) house!

Le
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2.5 Modifiers

Modifiers are words which generally occur in peripheral
slots of phrases. They describe or gqualify the nuclear
slots. This class can be divided into the following sub-

classes,

2.5.1 Direction Wards

These are words which indicate a specific direction
in relation to the speaker or hearer. In Surswunga, the
basic direction seems o0 be 'toward the sea' and other
directions are determined in relation to it. Also included
are words such as 'here' and 'there'. Direction words

occur in the Axis slot of the Locative Direction Phrase.

2.5.2 TNegatives

There are only two members, the imperative koyon and
the non-imperative k#ipte. The latter fills the Head slot
of the Negative Phrase, and both occur in the Hegative slot

of the Bagic Verb Fhrase.

2.5.3 Verb Modifiers

Qualifiers are verb modifiers which occur in the
Qualifier slot of the Basic Verb Phrase, They indicate
such things as ‘'newly', 'suddenly', and ‘'first'. They
also modify Adjectives.
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HManner Adverbs also modify verbs, but they occur in
the Modifier slot of ‘the Basic Verb Pirase. They indicate
things like 'quickly', 'all over the place', and 'very much',

2.5.4 Noun Modifiers
Adjectives can be divided into two subclasses:
1. Class P Adjectives occur as Head of the
Adjective Phrase. This means they occur in the pre-Head
Descriptive slot of the Descriptive Noun Phrase. Several
types have been noted:
a. Those adjectivized from intransitive
verbg., See 3.1.1.
b. Those which retain the same shape
as the verbal form.,
¢. Those which are sitrictly noun modifiers.
2. Class F Adjectives occur in the post-Head
Descriptive slot of the Descriptive Noun Phrase. This is
a small subclass and most members have a severely limited
semantic distribution. |
Demonstratives are words which specify location or
'which one'. They also serve as Relaters in the Demonstra-
tive Phrase, and may £ill the Direct Object slot of transi-
tive clauses following the verb ngoro 'to be like'.
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2.6 Particles
Particles are words which do not fit any of the other

word classes. There are several subclasses.

2.6.1 Conjunctions
These are linking words and occur hetween the Heads
in -Cooxrdinate Phrases, and between clauses, sentences,

and paragraphs,

2.6.,2 Temporals
These words fill the nuclear siots of some Time
Phrases. They include things like ‘yesterday', 'now’,

'later!, 'far past', and 'near past!.

2.6.3 Interrogatives
Interrogatives may f£ill the Subject, Direct Object,
Manner, Time, and Location slots of clauses, and Head slots

on the phrase level.

2.6.4 Relaters

Accompaniment: There are three members — mai, mam,
and tur#n, They f£ill the Relater slot of the Instrument/
Accompaniment Fhrase,

Purpose/Benefactive: uri and suri occur in the Relater
slot of the Purpose Phrase, introduce some Dependent Clauses,

and f£fill the Purpose slot of clauses.
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Jubject Markers: These fill the Relater slot of the
Referent Phrase, There are three members: #i, i, and i.

Question Marker: One member, be, comprises this sub-
class. It occurs following a grammatically indicative
sentence and, together with intonation, makes the sentence
a Yes-No Interrogative. It may also occur sentence initialily
where it functions as both question marker and attention
getter.

Complementizer: This is a subclass of only one
member, ngo. It is used to introduce some Dependent
Clauses,

Comparison: This is a one-member class also, ngoro.
It acts as the Relater of the Comparison Phrase.

Other Relaters: These are particles which are no#b
quite as common as the above ones, and fill particular
functions as Relaters in only one phrase type. One example
of these is 4n, which is somewhat equivalent to the English

preposition ‘'of'.

2.6,5 IMiscellaneous

This is a subclase containing particles which do not
fit into the other subclasses as yet and vhich may £fill
several slots. These are words which we are unsure of at

present and which so far have eluded exact definition in
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some or all cases. OSome examples are as follows:

md This is sometimes used as a punctiliar in the
Basic Verb Phrase to give the pasit tense a completed aspect.,
It is also used with other tenses and seems to mean some~-
thing roughly equivalent to 'now'. It may indicate agree-
ment of the speaker with the hearer's suggestion. It is
also used in other situations with no apparent meaning.

sang This particle occurs as a part of many
phrases, and sometimes emphasizes some aspect like owner-
ship or singlehanded accomplishment.

sdr This is uwsed as a limiter to mean 'just,
only, that's all' but it also occurs without apparent

meaning.
3 OTHER AFFIXES, REDUPLICATION, AND COMPOUNDING (Question 4)
31 Other Inflectional Affixes

3.1+1 The suffix -4n (or -on, -en, -un) indicates a
modifying relationship. It can occur on some intransitive
verbs and on a few nouns. When suffixed to verbs, the verbs
become adjectives and occur preceding the Head of the
Descriptive Noun Phrase. When suffixed to nouns, its
meaning ie 'characterized by' and it is followed by a

noun, a verb, or a Modified Clause.
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a dur i sulu '"The laplep is dirty.'
it to.be.dirty rel laplap

dur-#n sulu 'dirty laplep!'
to.be.dirty-ad]j laplap

rum~-dn  bop 'sleeping house!
house~-of to.lie.down

bung-un nas 'dry (sunny) season'
day-of sun

3.1.2 The prefix ara-~ 'nominalizer' may occur with

relationship terms. It is used to generalize the temm.

diar-mokson 'they 2, the married couple'
they .2-married.couple

ara-mokson '(any) married couple'

nom-married.couple

Je1.3 The generalizing suffix -kak occurs on a limited

number of nouns.

wikin. 'his grandmother!
wikin-kalk 'old woman'

3.2 Reduplication on the Word Level
Reduplication, either partizl or complete, is a common
form of changing meaning or class in Sursurunga. The re-

duplicated part may act in the following capacities.
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Habitual Action: kas 'to scoop' kakas 'to swim'

Generalizer: kip 'to get' kipkip 'to get several
dififerent things'

Pluralizer: kalik 'child' kalilik 'children’®

Verbalizer: ol 'mind' olol 'to think'

Intensifier: pilpil ‘'clean' pilpilpil 'shiny'

Intransitivizer: karus '‘to scratch (T)' karkarus
'$0 scratch (I)!

Alternate form: gal, salsal 'to flow'

Nominalizer: itun 'to buy with a brideprice' tuntun
"brideprice!

Instrumentalizer: dok 'to pull down' dokdok
Vingtrument for pulling down'

3.3 Compounding on the Word ILevel

3301 Both noun and verb compounding have been discussed
in their separate sections, 2.2.2.2 and 2.3.6 respectively.
Other sorts of compounds also occur where two words of
different classes join together and take the class of one
or the other.
Verb plus Noun: mikmik 'to look' plus npas 'sun'
becomes milmik-nas 'clock’
Noun plus Modifier: beg 'shark' plus kut 'sealed,
blind' becomes beo-kut 'species of blind shark!
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34342 As with compound verbs, a compound noun msy

exhibit a different meaning than the sum of its parts.
pdkin 'leaf' plus bung 'day' becomes pdkin-bung 'time!
iul 'his head' plus iru 'enemy' becomes lul-iru

'package for mumuing'!
4  PHRASES

4.1 Introduction

Phrases fill clause level slots and may in themselves
constitute entire sentences where only a response or voca-
tive is necessary. Almost any phrase can also occur as
part of another phrase, and considerable embedding takes
place. Bee 4.5.3, Long Phrases.

There are three phrases involving numbers which are
not described with the other phrases because of their
complexity and special distribution. See 5.2.5.

The following are shown by the use of a phrase.

Negative

Person and Number
Descripition
Habitual/continuous Action
Repetition

Quantity

Demonstrative

Direction

Function (as Subject, Direct Object, etc.)
Time Frame

Interrogative

Plurality
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Comparison

Manner
Instrument/Accompaniment
Purpose

Order (ist, 2nd, etc.)
Possession

Emphasis

4,2 TVerbal Phrases (Question 5)
Verb Phrases fill the Predicate slots of clauses.

4.,2.,1 Basic Verb Phrase (BVP)

See the formula on the following page.

36



Basic Verh Phrase

+Neg +Sulk 1Qual, | tAspect +Qual, | +Head | tModf +Punct/Lim
NegP nom pn | qual lu ‘hab? lala verb manadv mé
word ‘big!
koyon tu !just, cpvb no be ‘'now!
imp only' tilik Tall!
neg' Toig! gdr ‘only'
4i ]
“Tyhere' | mul ‘again'’
dnP

The verb or compound verb which occurs in the Head slot indicates the clause
type: Intransitive, Transitive, Ditransitive, or Quotative. See The Verb, 2.3.1.
Phrases with up to 6 tagmemes have been elicited, but 2-4 is most common,

Examples:

tilik toltol 'he is very restless!?!
e big restless

Bl

a2 k#8lik lu anan 'he usually goes slowly
he slowly usu go

4-k riuriu pagas mi 'he wes hanging there'
he-ps hanging leave unk

diar-a siugin 'they 2 are going to bathe!
they.2-fu bathe

Le
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4.2.2 Hodified Verd Phrase (MVP)

The Modified Verb Phrase is like the Basic Verb Phrase
in every detail except one: the Subject Marker slot is
obligatorily absent. The Modified Verb Phrase can fill
the Predicate slot of Modified Clauses only. =See 5.2.4.

4.2.3 Repetitive Verb FPhrases

4.2.341 In the first type, which indicates prolonged
action, only the Head is repeated.

+Subject Marker +Head®

pronoun verb

di~k an an 8N an 8N BN 8l eceseesse

they-ps g0 £0 g0 g0 g0 g0 £O
'they went & went & went & went (a very long way)'

4.2.3.2 The second type is manifested by the entire
Verb Phrase being repeated. 1t indicates repetitive

action.

bor & lu roh /te u roh te tu roh
pig it usu jump it just Jump it just jump

'the pig jumped (every day)'

4.2.4 Coordinate Verb Phrase
This has been observed only rarely.
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+Sulikc +Head1 +Link +Head2

proncun verb mi verb

The Heads contain the same verb, and this construction
indicates both continuous and repetitive action.

Yya-k iri md irdi 'I weaved and weaved'
I-ps weave and weave

4,3 Non-Verbal Phrases {Question 6)

4.5.1 Noun and Pronoun FPhrases

Noun and Pronoun Phrases generally £ill the Subject
and Direct Object slots of clauses, and the Head and Axis
slots of phrases. They also occur as filler of the Pos-

sessor slot of Possegsive Phrases.

4.341.1 Descriptive Noun Phrase (DNP)

I 2 2

+Flu +Des | +Head +Des +Dem
tan AdjP | noun Ade BLP
b052 cpnoun Indc DemP
te verb dnP sir
“Tsome! tonly!
cpvb DNP
mul
CPP PurP Talso!
ApNP CompP |
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k#l8mul muda 'the man there (toward the bush)‘
man dir
lain namnam 'good food!

good to.eat

marit erei er 2 lu kison i tim ddk
pandanus that that he usu sit it rel person torch

'that pandanus where the torchman usually sits!

The following example shows maximum expansion, but
this occurs infrequently.

tan kengen kubau a rakrakai erei
plu small wood it strong  that

'thoge small strong (sticks of) wood!

4.3.1,2 Appositive Noun Phrase (ApNP)

+1tem +Apposition2
joa ApNP
DNP IndC
PosP DNP
Ie CoNP
Tsome!
NumC

The Apposition slot, which can be repeated twice,

always qualifies, enlightens, or expands the Item slot.
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sipkin bung a us i rdin m#d bidt
bad day it blow rel rain and wind

'a bad day, the rain and wind are blowing!

gim tan k#ldu 'we men'
we plu male

balbal inbul m# kaukau
starchy.food yam and kaukau

'starchy food, yam and kaukau!

Section 4.5.%, Long Phrases, contains an example of
an Appositive Noun Phrase where the Apposition slot is

repeated twice.,

4,3.1.3 Coordinate Woun Phrase (CoNP)

+Head, | +(+Link +Head )"
RefP mf 'and! RefP
DNP ngo ‘or! DNP

The DNP here is most often manifested by the Head
alone. The tagmemes in parentheses can be repeated any
number of times,

Morphophonemics: m# plus #i becomes mii
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4i nur utzh n#l
rel shrimp and.rel tree.type

tthe shrimp and the tree!

un m# long roho iuh md Dbos 14dit
banana and taro greens sugar.cane and plu thing

ngor-er dn gemgem
like~that of food

'bananas and taro, greens, sugar cane, and things
like that for food'

4.3.1.4 Referent Phrase (Ref?P)

Hiﬁelater +AxXis.

4i proper name

A NP (not RefPﬁ

i PosP
HumC
DOPn
int word
PnP
CPP

4i rung-min ‘these people!

rel people-this

kin rat 4i sini 'whose basket?!
his basket rel who
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4.3.1.5 Pronoun Phrase1

+Head | +Expansion +Qual +Incl +Ref
pr pn tiklik sang mul RefP
"together! Talso!
sdr
masik 'only'!
Talone'
no 'all!
gimbtul-tudn masik sir tjust we 3 brothers!
we.3=his.brother alone only
diar no 'both of them!
they.2 all

The following elicited example shows maximum expansion.

This is rare.

gimtul no sang mul H4i Towirua
we.5 all unk also rel Towirua

'all 3 of us also, including Towirua'

This phrase may have discontinuous manifestation. In
this case, only the Head and Referent slots occur, and the
Head slot may substitute for the Subject Marker slot of
the Verb Phrase.

/gaur/ 18k#m/4i Adam/
you.2 come rel Adam

'the two of you, including Adam, come'
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4.3.1.6 Pronoun Phrase2

tReferent, | +Head iReferent,

RefP NSNP RefP
IAP
gitul mam Rosom fyou and I and ¥osom'

we.3 with Mosom

Towirua diar #i HNosom
Towirua they.2 rel Mosom

"the two of them, Towirua and Mosom'
gitul-kdwdn 81 Silawir
we. ~uncle rel Silawir

'*the three of us, including Silawir, who have an
uncle relationship'

4.3.1.7 Characteristic Pronoun Phrase (CPP)

1
+Head +Descriptive

kono- Modified
'person' ] Clause

tdm- 'one
characterized
by!

The filler of the Head slot is a bound morpheme;
therefore, a descriptive or demonstrative of some type
must always follow. See also Descriptive Noun Phrase,

4.3.1,1.
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kono k#ydn i tan t#it ngor-er
person his  rel plu thing like-that

'the person whose things are like that?

i8m aratintin 'teacher!
one.characterized.by to.teach

4.%3,2 Locative Phrases
Locative words and phrases occur in a large percentage
of Sursurunga utterances, and therefore comprise an important
part of the language. All Locative Phrases can fill the
Locative slot of clauses. 1In addition, the Basic Locative
Phrase can f£ill the Demonstrative slot of the Descriptive
Noun Phrase and the Comment slot of Stative Clauses.
Morphophonemics which apply to all Locative Phrases:
Xi i —>» Xi, as in mudi + i becomes mudi.
Xa aX ——P» XaX, as in ma + atung becomes matung.
(where X = rest of the word)

Following are the six types of locative Phrases,

4.3.2.1 Locative Direction Phrase (LDP)

+Relater +Axis

direction
word

Ii-‘-'E‘Im rs Ig
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The fillers of the Relater slot are differentiated

in the following way:

] ma ya a ala i
Present tense b4 X
Non-present tense X X X
Opecific location X X
Non-specific location X X X
Precedes full form of

direction word x X x X
Precedes short form of

direction word X X X
Occurs in MLP X X

4.3.2.2 Locative Head Phrase (LHP)

+Relater +Axis
i NP (not RefP)
NumC

Only occasionally are the Relater slots of the

above two phrases omitted.

4.3.2.3 Basic Locative Phrase (BLP)
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+
! )
+Location | +Modifier | +Head +Modifier
1DP sang LHP mul
'again'
main mul I0P
1 T'here! Tagain' sir
place name Tonly"
sir
Tonly! teplk
far away'
on 'there’
i IndC

Either the Location or the Head slot must occur; both

may occur.

The Independent Clause in the Head slot must

contain 4i 'where' in the Modifier slot of the Verb FPhrase,

Examples of LDP, ILHP, and BLP:

2

nang sang i

malar

'tat the village'

rel dir unk rel village

m-atung

s8r

rel-there only

main si git
here to we

i

mi Himau

rel dir Himau

ra

muda i

bos

rel dir rel jungle

tjust there!

'here to (or with) us!

Tat Himau!

'"hack in the bush!
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4.3.2.4 DMotion Locative Phrase ILP)

+Relater +AxXis +iodifier
ur ‘'to! BLP Sang
til 'from! teplk mul
far away! Tagain!
main 'here! sir
Tonly!

place name
3gD0Pn
di 'where?!

RefP (with
Rel i)

The Modifier slot does not occur with BLP. The fol-
lowing are other co-occurrence restrictions between fillers
of the Modifier slot and fillers of the Axis slot.

Sang may occur with place name, itepldk, and 4i.

mul or slr may occur with place name, 3gDOPn, 4i,
and main.

mul may also occur with RefP.

Examples:
£il HNokon sir 'just from Nokon'

from Hokon only

ur 4i 'to where?!

to where?
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$il i malar 'from the village'
from rel village

ur atung a tur 4di 4 ndl erei
to rel.there it stand where rel tree that

'to there where stood that tree!

4.3.2,5 Coordinate Locative Phrase (CoLP)

+Head1 +Link +Head2

BLP mé BLP
—Tand T

MLP MLF

So far, only two Heads have been observed, but we
feel that more are possible in a situation involving

listing or several alternatives.

ur i pidir y-atung md i aun-pidir
to rel trap rel-atung and rel upright-trap

'to the trap there and to the trap spring!'

4.3.2,6 Special Locative Phrase (SLP)

+Relater +Axis

alari, DNP
alar
Taway proper name
from! place name
pronoun

main 'here!
BLP
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alar yau ‘away from me'
awvay.from me

alari i nudi katbdn-dan
away.from rel dir middle-river

'away from the middle of the river!

4.3.,3 Time Phrases (TimP)

Time Phrases fill the Time slots of clauses and
sometimes are the only indication of whether the action
is past or present. OSee Past Tense Nominative Pronouns,

2.4-2-3.

4.3.3.1 Time FPhrase, (TimP1)

rjﬂika 4ilodf | +Head +Modf

i Adjp noun DemP
cpnoun | no
g3l
mi

The Time Marker frequently does not occur clause
and sentence initially.

i tan pHkpdlkdn-libung no 'every night!
timmk plu time-night all
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4.3.3,2 Time Phrase2 (Tisz)

+Head +Reference | +Intensifier
temporal | be 'now' sang
gdr 'just!
mi

namur be sang
later now much?

‘much later'!

4.3.3.%3 Appositive Time Phrase

+Iten +Apposition
temporal TimP1
TimP1 IndC
CoTimP
namur a rah i imnal ngor-er

later it finished rel work 1like-that

tlater, (when) that kind of work is finished'

latiu i bung-1im

tomorrow timmk day-5

'tomorrow, Friday'

51
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4,3.3.4 Coordinate Time FPhrase (CoTimP)
+Head +Link T: +Head,
Tim:l?,l md 'and! TimP,
" | a
i kubdk m# buns-ru 'on Monday and Tuesday'

timmk Monday and day-2

4.3.4 Other Head-Modifier Phrases

4.3.4.1 Negative Phrase

The Negative Phrase can be used as an answver to a ques-

tion or it can £ill the Negative slot of the Basic Verb

Phrase and the Comment slot of Stative Clauses.

+Head

+Modifier

k#pte
or

k4
T

eg!

- 3

md ‘now,
unk?

kiipte m a wawar
neg now it cry.out

kdpte md un

neg now banana

'it isn't crying out now!

'There are no bananas,!
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The Negative kipte is frequently broken up to surround
the pronoun in the Basic Verb Phrase.

k#ip-yau-te minin tI don't know.'
neg-I-neg know

4.3.4.2 Interrogative Phrase (IntP)

Interrogative Phrases, like Interrogative VWords, can
substitute in most any tagmeme of the clause depending on
what slot the Head of the Interrogative Phrase fills. It
is freguently the only filler of an Information Question.

+Head +Interroga1:iveI
DNP dih 'which?,
what?!
TimP1
J
i pékén-bung dih ‘what time?!

timmk leaf-day  what?

rUum dih 'wvhich house?!
house which?

4,3.,4,3 Adjective Phrase (AdjP)
The Adjective Phrase only occurs embedded in another
phrase or as a complete utterance when the missing thing

it modifies is known to the hearer.



SURSURUNGA GRAMMAR 54

+Intensifier | +Head
lala 'very! Ade
tara 'many' ! J
/tara marin/wik 'lots and lots of women'

many many woman

44345 Other Relater-Axis Fhrases

4,%,5.,1 Demonstrative Phrase {DemP)

The Demonsirative Phrase is used to fill the Demonstrative
slot of the Descriptive Noun Phrase and the Direct Object

slot of Transitive Clauses.

+Relater +Axis
min 'this! IndC
er 'that!
| 4 ‘'indefinite'
min yau top on ‘this (that) I'm holding'

this I  grasp it

wii /8 di lu ser pas-i ngoi/
crocodile rel they usu hunt hold-it like.this

'crocodiles, they usually hunt them like this'
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4,3.5.2 Indirect Object Phrase (IOP)
The Indirect Object Phrase fills fthe Indirect Object
slot of clauses and the Head slot of the Basic Locative

Phrase. When it follows a noun it indicates possession,

+Relater +Axis
si 'to! | DNP
3§gP§erson proper name
ColNP
PnP
\ sini 'who?!

gim-a arbin para-i/si-ngi-n bos k#ldmul/
wve=fu preach say-it to-sg-him plu man

'We will preach it to all the people.!

tar-i /si Mosom/ 'Give it to Mosom.'
give-it to Mosom

4.3.5.3 Comparison Phrase {CompP)
The Comparison Phrase fills the Manner slot of clauses.
It has a descriptive function also and fills the post-Head

Descriptive slot of the Descriptive Noun Phrase.
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+Relater +Axis
ngoro 'like! DemP
DNP

proper name

BLP
IndC
CoNP
PnP
PosP
ngoro min '1ike this!
like this
a mik /ngoro yiu/ 'He looks like you.'

he look like you

4.3.5.4 Instrument/Accompaniment Fhrase (IAP)

Both Instrument and Accompaniment are signalled by the
same Relaters and use the same construction. This phrase
type occurs as the only filler of the Instrument and Ac-
companiment slots of clauses. It also fills the Information

slot of Ditransitive Clausez.
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+Relater +Axisg
mai 'with'® proper name
mam  'with' PoP,
turdn 'with' | DNP
PosP
14kHn/mai/ ur main 'Come here with it.'

come with.it to here

u-na om /mam Mosom/ 'You will play with Mosom, '
you-fu play with Mosom

4,3.,5.5 Purpose Phrase (PurP)

The Purpose Phrase occurs in the Purpose slot of
clauses, and in Quotative Glause3, the Information slot.
It may also fill the post-~Head Descriptive slot of the
Descriptive Noun Phrase where the meaning of the Relater

is 'about, concerning'.

'+Relater +Axis
guri 'for! DNP
_furi ‘'for! ddh ‘'what?!

u-na an/suri dih/ '"Why are you going?!
you-fu go for what?
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pukpuksa suri wii 'story about crocodiles'
story about crocodile

40305.6 ;ﬂ._n_ Phrase (E_M)
The 4n Phrase is basically equivalent to the "of
Phrase" in English. It occurs in the post-Head Descrip-

tive slot of the Descriptive Noun Phrase.

+Relater +4Axis
dn ‘tof! ModC
DNP
BVP
kalik 4n k#ldu 'male child, boy!

child of male
custom of hunt for crocodile

'method of hunting for crocodiles!

4.4 DPossession (Question 7)

In Sursurunga, possession of inalienable nouns is shown
by suffixation, compounding, or the use of a Referent FPhrase,
2.2.2.2, To show possession of verbs and alienable nouns,

a phrase is employed.
Possessive Phrases generally fill the same slots as

Noun and Pronoun Phrases; that is, Subject and Direct Object
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slots of clauses and Head and Axis slots of phrases.
are included in the designation NP (any Noun Phrase).

4.4.1 Bagic Possessive Phrase with possessive preceding

the noun (BPosP)

+Posgsessive +Head r +Possessor
pospn w/o ModC RefP
nom
DNP CoNP (w/
RefP Head)
kindiar bor #i IMiriam m#ji Tadi

their.2 pig rel Miriam and.rel Ladi

'Iifiriam and Ladi's pig!

kamur an ur Ukarimpa
your.2 go to Ukarumpa

kak rum
my house

4.4,2 Possessive Phrase with

'your (2) going to Ukarumpa'

'my house'

Nominalizer (PPN)

+Pogsessive +Possessor
pospn w/ RefP
nom
ColNP (w/
RefP Head)
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k-ay-~am 'yours'
non, food-nom-your
kiyin 841 tua-ng 'my brother's'

his rel brother-my

4.4.3 Dependent Possessive Phrase (DepPosP)
This type of Possessive Phrase always embeds in

another Possessive Phrase, hence the name "dependent".

+Possessive +Possessor
pospn nouny
siusiu/kin kalik/ '‘name of child's feast!

bathe his child

4.,4.4 Possessive Phrase with possessive following the noun

F+Head +Posseasor
DNP DepPosP
ApNP PPN
I10P
balbal inbul m# kaukau k#n

starchy.food yam and kaukau his

'his starchy food, yam and kaukau®
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see next page
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kalilik &n aratintin k#yin 4i Yesu
children of learn his rel Jesus

'Jesus's disciples!

rum 8i Mosom 'Mosom's house'
house of HMosom

4.4.5 Emphasized Possessive Phrase

+Head +Bmphasié

BPosP sang
| FEN 1 ]

kin d8k sang 'his own torch!
his torch emphasis

4.5 Miscellaneous

4.5.1 (Question 8)
Things such as Adjectives function as Heads of Adjec~
tive Phrases only, and fill only the Modifier slots of

other phrases.

4.5.2 (Question 9)

There are several words which apply to entire phrases
and link the phrase to other phrases or indicate the
function of the phrase in the clause. Bxamples of these
have been given in the following phrase types.
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Referent Phrase, 4.3.1.4
Locative Phrases, 4.3.2

Time Phrase1, 4.3.3.1

Other Relater-Axis Phrases, 4.3.5

4,5,3 Long Phrases (Question 10)

Most phrases contain no more than three tagmemes, but
longer expansion is possible although infrequent. IEmbedding
of clauses and phrases on the phrase level is common however,
and this is the main factor causing scme phrases to become
quite long. As an example, the following is one Appositive
Noun Phrase containing both embedded Appositive Phrases
and embedded clauses,

matngan-kubau erei marit di lu an-i win
kind.of=wood +that pandanus they usu eat-it fruit

1
2 pltem |
3 |_Jltem (L Apposition
4 | Item I Apposition
di lu ngas-i =2 mon i suir
they usu chew-it it has rel juice
1 | J1 |
2 2 Appositions I
3 Apvosition continued ]
4 Apposition continued |

'that kind of tree, pandanus, they eat the fruit,
they chew it, it has juice!

No preferred position for long phrases has been noted.



SURSURUNGA GRAMMAR 64
5  CLAUSES

5el Differentiating Between Clauses and Verb Phrases
(Question 11)

The main criteria for differentiating between clauses
and verb phrases seems t0o be the allowed intervention of
additional non-Link tagmemes between the verbs involved.

If these tagmemes may intervene, then each verb is said to
signal a separate clause, If no non-Link tagmemes can
intervene, then each wverb is one component of a single

verb phrase, Other distinguishing factors are the presence
or absence of a link, whether or not each verb has a separate
pronoun associated with it, and whether the verbs involved

are same or different.
Balel Claunases

5.1.1.1  Two verbs different or same each with its own
pronoun. ZPronouns may be the same., ILink optional., Other
tagmemes may intervene. This indicates consecutive separate
action.

Pn V Loc Ii Pn v DO
gim an ur 1  bos md gim-a m8k~-#i kes 4 Jmir-pokon
we go to rel jungle and we-fu see-it one rel piece-area

'We go to the bush and we will look at 2 piece of ground.'
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5¢1¢1.2 Two verbs different. Only one pronoun and other
tagmemes may intervene. No link. The second clause here
is a Modified Clause and is closely related to the first

clause, See 5.2.4.

Su PnV Do v Loce
kar ¢ kip k#l1#mul tangra sil
car it carry man along road

'The car carries people along the road.'

5ela2 Verb Phrasesa

5ele2e1 Two verbs the same, One pronoun, link present,
and no intervening tagmemes. This is a Coordinate Verb

Phrase indicating continuous or repetitive action.

Pn V¥ i Vv
yak ir-i i ir-i

I-ps weave-it and weave-~it

'T weaved it and weaved it.'!

51.2.2 Up to three verbs consecutively and all different.
One pronoun, nc link present., This is a compound verd
filling the Head slot of the Basic Verb Phrase., It in-
dicates consecutive action.

PnV V v
a an kuka pag~i
he go put.over.head hold-it

'He went and put it over his head.!
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5.2 Clause Categories (Questions 12 - 16)

5.2.1 Surgurunga clauses can be divided into the following

categories.

1. Dependent

2. Independent

e

1=

Intransitive
Transitive
Ditransitive
Quotative

Stative

3. Iliodified

4, HNumber

The following charts show the distinguishing features

of each of the above categories and of the Independent

Clause types.



Distinguishing Features of Clause Categories

Possible Clause rhD:‘Ls'I;inguish:i.ng

Restrictions Ixternal
Types Occurring | Features on the Distribution
as a Filler Clause Level
(see following
chart)
Dependent all initial particlelalways C: £i11s Tim
and/or intona- | subordinate & Pur
tion cannot fill S: fills Reason
P level slots & Condition
Independent All IndC f£ill:
Imperative all but Stative |2nd person or no P'1P°St'Head Des
Sulic in VP slot of DNP &
Ax slot of RefP
Indicative all C: fills Ax slot
Information | all int particle S?ffpiﬁc 5
Question fills one slot o1 llls Dbase
ots
Yes-Ro all
Interrog-
ative
Modified all but Stative |no Sudk in VP meaning general P: fille Modf slot
& Quotative or Su mentioned of CPP & Ax slot
in previous of #nP
clause C: frequently used
in Imperatives
3: fills marginal
J Expansion slot
Number Intransitive restricted P: fills Ap slot
only fillers of of ApNP & Ax
J all slots slot of RefP

L9



Distinguishing Features of Independent Clause Types

|
Nuclear Tagmemes Restricted External Frequent
Fillers Distribu- Peripheral
Obligatory | Optional tion (Optional)
Tagmemes
Intransitive TETed all V in VP Acc, Su, Man,
must be Tim, Loe, Pur
intransitive .
3 :
Transitive Pred DO final V of VP See Tim, Su, Man,
. must be Loc, Acc, Pur
transitive preceding
Ditransitive 1 {Pred Do, IO Pred slot chart Su
2 | Pred DO, Info | Pred slot Su
Quotative 1 | Pred I0, Quo | Pred slot Su, Man
2 | Pred, DO, Pred slot Su
Quo
3 | Pred, DO Info Pred slot Su
Stative Top, Com Com slot
-

89
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5.2.2 Dependent Clauses (Question 12)

—T
+Relater +Axis

ngo ‘cmp’ IndC

kabin ModC
because!

suri, uri
T'so that,
for!t

The Relaters determine the slot which the clause
f£ills. A kabin clause fills the Reason slot of sentences.
A suri, uri clause fills the Purpose and Information slots
of clauses. A ngo clause is the most versatile, and may
£ill the following slots.

Clause! Time
Direct Object
Quote

Sentence:  Conditional
A suri, uri clauwse is the only one that has been ob-
served with a llodified Clause filling the Axis slot.
da an suri om 'They are going to play.'

they.fu go for play

a2 mos suri k#n is kabin a puh 8i natu-n

he angry about his knife because it broken to child-his

THe's mad about his knife because his child broke it.'!
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/pgo na an ur main/nik bop y—atung
cop she,fu go to here she.fu.then lie.down rel-there

i  pal
rel cook.,house

'Yhen she comes here, she will sleep there in
the cook house.'
o243 Independent Clauses

5e2¢3.1 HNuclear Components (Question 14)

Intransitive Clauses always occur without Direct Ob-
jects. Their only obligatory component is the Predicate
which is filled by a Verb Phrase whose every verb must be
Intrangitive, but not Number.

8-k mat 'He died.'

he-ps die

a lu anan 'He (continually) goes.!
he usu go

di kis pidtum '"They sit nearby.'
they sit to.be.near

The optional Direct Object of the Transitive Clause
almost always occurs following the Predicate. Pre-Pred-
lcate occurrence is generally due to focus. The final
verb in the Verdb Phrase filling the Predicate slot must be

Transitive, but not Ditransitive or Quotative.
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u-kte Xkip-i '"You carried it.'
you-ps carry-it

kip-yan lu mik te keme-n
neg~l usu see some footprint-his

'T don't see any of his footprints.'!

Ya-k tdr-di a ru & pdspidng
I-ps chop-it it two rel forked.stick

*I chopped two forked sticks.'!

The following formulas describe the basic components

of Ditransitive Clauses. The final verb in the Verb Phrases

of both Ditransitive Clauses must be Ditransitive.

t
_ | | . ]
DitC,={ +Pred | DO +I0 +D0
BVPD DNP I0P DepC
(short) 10Pn

MLP (w/ IndC

IOP Head)
Ref?

an tar~-i si diar-mokson
go give-~it to they.2-married.couple

'Go and give it to those two, the married couple.!

a2 Xar-i kes i laplap singim
he give-=it one rel laplap to.you

'He gave a laplap to you.!



SURSURUNGA GRAMMAR 12

Ditransitive Clause2 has a Direct Object which cor-
responds %o the Indirect Object of Type 1: the person to
vhom something is given is the Direct Object. The Infor-
mation slot of Type 2 corresponds to the Direct Object
of Type 1: what is given is expressed by an Instrument/
Accompaniment Phrase and fills the Information slot. See

also Quotative Clause Types 2 and 3 immediately following.

DitC,= | +Prea | +D0 | imntol
BVP, | DOPn TAP
proper name

a tabar yau mai un 'He gave me bananas.'

he give me with banana

a kos yau mai tang 'She answered me by crying.!

—

she answer me with cry

Quotative Clauses are used to express direct or in-~

direct gquotes. Types 1 and 2 may be either direct or in-
direct; Type 3 may be only indirect. The final verb in the
Verb Phrase of all Quotative Clauses must be Quotative.

Quoc1= +Pred F +I0 +Quote

BVPQ I0P DepC

IndcC.




SURSURUNGA GRAMMAR 73
¥au para-i be singim ngo k#ip-ina-te an ur main
I say-it now to.you cmp neg-I.fu-neg go to here
'I'm telling you now that I won't be coming here.'
4-k para-i ngoro-min "m4 yiu nur glr"
he=-ps say-it like-~this con you shrimp only
'(Then) he said like this, "Why you're just a shrimp!"!

Quotative Clause Types 2 and 3 correspond to Ditrans-

itive Clausezo

QuoC,,= r+-Pred H +D0 | +Quote
BVPQ DOPn DepC
proper name
a bit yau 4i Sade ngo a sih i mitin-lamas

he tell me rel Sade cmp it descend rel price-~coconut

'Sade told me that the price of copra is down.'!

4-k kos nur 4i ndl "md yiu nur sdr"
he-ps answer shrimp rel tree con you shrimp only

'The tree answered the shrimp, "Why you're just
a shrimpi"?

QuoCa= +Pred_1r+DO | +Info
BVPQ DOPn PurP

proper name Ref?

J DepC
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a2 giina yau suri kak wik
he ask me about my woman

'He asked me about my wife.'
u-na bit yau i kamur an ur Ukardmpa?
you-fu tell me rel your.2 go to Ukarumpa

'Are you going to tell me about your trip to Ukarumpa?'

Stative Clauses generally equate two tagmemes (they
could also be called Equational) or describe one tagmeme
with another tagmeme. No basically verbal construction

can occur as a filler of either the Topic or Comment slot,

+
£ | |
+Topic +Comment +Topic
NP Coll? RefP
DOPn Ref? BPosP
BLP DOPn
10P
sini 'who?'
| NegP
gi sini 4 rat 'Whose basket (is this)?!

of who? rel basket.type

ditul munang 'They 3 are that direction,!
they.3 dir
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ngisin-soi 4i nur mii n#l
its.name~story rel shrimp and.rel tree

'The name of the story is the shrimp and the tree.!

5.2.3.2 lMarginal Components (Questions 15 and 16)
Marginal tagmemes such as Time, Purpose, Manner, and
Locative frequently occur in Intransitive and Transitive
Clauses, but not so frequently in the other types.
Subject occurs frequently in all non-Stative Clauses;
it typically occurs as close to the Predicate as possible,
and may occur either before or after it. Information con-
tained in marginal tagmemes often occurs in a clause ad-
jacent to Ditransitive and Quotative Clauses.
The following two formulas indicate typical mani-
festation of the Intransitive and Transitive Clause with
marginal tagmemes.

Intransitive:

+Pred iIns/Acc;W +Su +Man F +Tim | +Loc iPura/anF
VPI IAP NP CompP TimP { BLP PurP
ModC ggoi MLP 4 DepC
like . ]
that
kil | |
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Notes on Intransitive Clauses:

1. Other orderings may occur.

2, All optional tagmemes except Instrument/Accompani-
ment may occur pre-Predicate.

3. Tagmemes occur pre-Predicate in the same position
relative to the Predicate as the post-Predicate ordering.

4., In long clauses, usually at least one tagmeme
occurs on each side of the Predicate. No more than two
tagmemes have been observed to occur pre-Predicate in
one clause.

5. Purpose occurs pre-Predicate only in Information
Questions.

6. In short clauses, Predicate~Subject order occurs
more often than Subject-Predicate order.

7o Maximum number of tagmemes observed in text is 4.
Usually only two or three occur. Up to 6 have been elicited,

the seventh being put into a separate clause,

Example of 6 tagmemes in one clause:

Man Pred Ace Su Tim
Ngor-er na an mail kar 4i Ladi latiu
like=that he.fu go with car rel Iadi tomorrow

Loc Par

ur Nim#tinai, Na kip~i buk.

to Namatanai  he.fu get-it mail

'Like that Ladi will go to Namatanai tomorrow
with the car. He will get the mail.!
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Example of 4 tagmemes in one clause:

Su Pred Loc
tan eklesia da kaleng ur i kindi bos
plu church.leader they.fu return %o rel their plu
Tim
malar latin i rarah

village tomorrow rel afternoon

'The church leaders will return to their (respective)
villages tomorrow afternoon.'

Other examples:

Pred Ace Loc
di-~k lum mai ya mudi katbin-dan
they-ps dive with rel down middle-river

'They dove with (it) down into the water.'

Pred Su
a2 lagar i lamrut yau so mai
it miss Tel spear 1 sSpear with

'The spear I speared with missed,'

Loc Pred Pur
mudi di  kakas uri toros
dir +they scoop for post

"Over there they are digging (holes)} for posts.'

Tim Pred
Lite kdbungbung mf ya-k so  mul

different morning unk I-ps exit again
'On a different morning I went out again.'



Transitive:

+Tim“ | +Su +Man +Pred | +D0 +Loc +Ins/Ace | +Pur/Bnf
I rimP | mp CompP VEp NP LP IAP PurP

Hodt EE"fsome:! £$%%ke Dom? 2¥'bhere' pept
DepC that! TimP1

IndC

bodC

DepC

proper

] name AL

Notes on Transitive Clauses:
1. Other orderings may occur, especially because of focus.
2, Up to 5 tagmemes have been observed in text, but normally Transitive Clauses

contain only 3 or 4.

Example of 5 tagmemes in one clause:

Tim Su Pred
ngo 8-kte rah i  buswa k#ipin-el m4 kaukau bos wdk di tur pas-i
cmp it-ps finish rel throw skin-yam,type and Kaukau plu woman they stand hold-it

go . Loc
ag an—i ~at i him
scoop bury-it %b%-%ﬁere %bl ground

8L
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'When the planting of the yams and kaukau is finished,
the women begin to cover over (the seeds) there in
the ground.'!

Other Examples:

Pred Loc BO
di kip-i i Xar & Dbor mai balbal
they carry-it loc.rel car rel pig with starchy.food

'"They carry the pig and the starchy food in the car.'

Su or
DO Pred Ins
te di saw-i mai dan

some they cook-it with water
'Some they cook with water.' or 'Some cook it with water.'

Pred Do Loc
4-k long-oi k#n pokon on
he~ps make-it his area there

'He made his area (garden) thers.'!

- Pred Do
ya-k so-i md a2 at 4 luir-got srei ngo
I-ps plant-it now it four rel piece-~bamboo that or
Pur

a lim suri kip-a-te arwait 4 bor ngo na

— w—

it five so.that neg-it-neg able rel pig cmp it.fu

roh 1ldk-4i
Jump step.over-~it

'L then planted those four or five pieces of bamboo
?o th?t’the pig would not be able to jump over it
them)}.,



SURSURUNGA GRAMMAR 80

5.2.4 Modified Clause (ModC)

A Modified Clause is one where the Predicate is filled
by a Modified Verb Phrase (a Verb Phrase which contains no
pronoun}. Although a Modified Clause is in one sense de-
pendent, it fills special functions which are different
from those of Dependent Clauses:

1. It immediately follows an Independent Clause
which contains either the same verb or one similiar in
meaning. The verb of the Modified Clause shares the pro-
noun of the Independent Clause. In this usage, the Modified
Clause expresses additional information and fills the
Sentence-level Expansion slot.

2. It fills slots on the FPhrase level which a
Dependent Clause never does.

3. It is equivalent grammatically t¢ some Independent
Imperative Clauses. |

4, On the Clause level, it may fill not only the
Direct Object and Time slots, but also the Subject slot.

IndC ModC

gim batbat i pokon erei batbat i mitin-sil
we close rel area that close rel its.eye-road

'We closed up that area, closed the door.'!

ModC
tim nginim suir-bor
one.characterized.by drink Jjuice-pig

'the one (who) always drinks pork broth'
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ModC
an giugiu mi 'Go and bathe now.'
g0 bathe now

ModC
ger suri wii a ngor-er
hunt for crocodile it like-that

'"Hunting for crocodiles is like that.'!

5:2.5 Numbers

Phrases and clauses involving numbers in Sursurunga
are so complex and imbedded that it seems best to designate
this separate section o deal with both.

The base of the system is the VPN which is simply a
Verb Phrase whose Head is filled by a verb which expresses
number. Its main function is to £ill Predicate slots of
Number Clauses and Head slots of Number Phrases. A modified
form of the VP (just the verb itself) is used when
counting.

Following are the various constructions involving
numbers. They are given in this order so that a logical

progression can be seen.

Decade Number Phrase (DecNumP)

+Relater +Axis
sdngul "ten'
mar thundred!

tausen 'thousand'
i_""—"_"'.

Lol e
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Decade Number Clause (DecHumC)
I +Predicate] +3ubject
IVPN LDecNumP
2 ru i sdngul 201
it two rel ten
g won i |mar 600!
it six rel hundred
Coordinate Number Verb Phrase {ColNumVP)
+
( L
) | 3
+(+Head, +Link ) +Head,
DecNumC mai VPN
Twith?
a r™m i s8nrmul mai a r 1221
it two rel ten with it two
a won i mar mai a tul i singul mai a lim

it six rel hundred with it three rel ten

l635l

Number Clause (WumC)

with it five

+Predicate +Modifier 7 iﬁubjectA
VPN slr lonly! 1 Rerr
CollumVP mul ‘'also’
DecNumC sang

2
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a ru i s#ngul mai g ru 4 kalik
it two rel ten with it two rel child

"Ywenty-two children!

g won i mar mai a tul i singul mai
it six rel hundred with it three rel ten with

a lim 34 kina
it five rel kina

K635 or '635 kina!

a ru i singul 4 rum 'twenty houses'
it two rel ten rel house

The Number Clause is used to £ill the Apposition
8lot of the Appositive Noun Phrase and the Axis slot of
the Referent Phrase. It may also fill some Sentence
slots. The other clause and the three phrases set up

here fill slots only in these number constructions.

5.3 Focus in the Clause

Following are some of the ways which a Sursurunga
speaker may focus items in a clause.

1. Slightly heavier stress or emphasis than non-
focused items.

2. Repetition of the pronoun clause finally in =a
Referent Phrase:

83
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kip-yau-~-te ménin/#i yaw/
neg~I-neg know rel I

'T don't know (anything about it).'!

3. Begimning the clause with the tagmeme in focus

regardless of whether it normally occurs there or not:

DO Su
/tatalen £il ird/ rang-timin i gim

custom from long,ago people=-true rel us
Pred
di 1lu long-oi...
they usu make-it

'/The customs from long ago/ (which) our
ancestors practiced....!

4. The use of a Demonstrative FPhrase to expand or

explain the item in focus:

Item

in

Focus
i-na puksa-i kes i  pukpuksa suri widi
I-fu $ell-it one rel story about crocodile

/& di 1u ser pas-i ngoi/
it they usu hunt hold-it like.this

'I'm going to tell a story about crocodiles —
/they hunt for them like this/.'!

5.4 Miscellaneous (Questions 16 - 18)

5edel (Questions 16 and 17)
The examples under each clause type have usually

indicated both maximum and minimum expansion. Imbedding
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of clauses within both phrases and clauses is a prominent
feature of Sursurunga, and this means that clauses can
become quite long. Iong clauses frequently appear in
text although many are relatively short. Conversational

clauses tend to be short and more broken up.

5.4.2 {(Question 18)

Compound Subjects and Objects are described under
Coordinate Noun Phrase, 4.3.1.3. The use of a connective
is optional. The repetition of. the verb between items
in the series is possible but not usual. In this case,
the pronoun would also be repeated, making it a series

of clauses rather than just words or phrases.
6 SENTENCES

6.1 Features Distinguishing the Ends of Sentences
(Question 19)

6.1.1 Intonational

Intonation is contrastive between some sentence types,
but the following problems complicate the analysis.

1. Breath group borders frequently occur at places
where sentence borders could occur, but not always. They

are frequently within what would seem to be a sentence;
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that is, two or sometimes more breath groups within one
sentence,

2. Falling intonation always occurs at what would
seem to be sentence borders, but it also occurs within
the sentence at the end of some grammatical clauses,

3. There is wide variation of intonation contours,
even within the same clause and sentence types, so that
the exact same wording can be said several different ways
to focus on one thing or another. Much more work needs to
be done on intonation to classify the variations.

The following is one example which shows the intonation
contrast between the end of a sentence and the end of a

Dependent Clause.

Two Sentences:

\_/\./\___/

A rah i imnai ngor-er. Namur di  buswa-i kipin-el
it finish rel work like-that later They throw-it skin-yam

“‘-.__________-_‘~

md di-k tataun.
and they-ps bury

'The work like that is finished. Later, they plant the
yama and then they do the burying.'
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One Sentence with a Dependent Clause:

________//\__/

A rah i imnai ngor-er, namur di Dbuswa-i kidpln-el
it Tinish rel work like-that later they Throw-it skin-yam

md di-k tataun.
and they-ps bury

'After the work like that is finished, they plant the
yams and then they do the burying.'
6.1.2 Grammatical
No uncontestable grammatical criteria has been found
to determine the ends of sentences, but the following are
some strong possibilities.
1. TFollowing a Result Base
2. At the juncture of two Independent Clauses where
a change of focus or action takes place and where no con-
junction is present
3. Preceding yo
4. Preceding a Time tagmeme or m#d which precedes it
5. Preceding Head-Tail Recapitulation, see 7.2
6. Preceding a Topic tagmeme:
Top Base

md yau kip-yau-~te minin
con I neg~l-neg know

'Me, I don't know!!'
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6.2 Joining Clauses into Sentences (Question 20)
Clauses are joined into sentences in the following

ways.,

Ge.2.1 Juxtaposition

This is a common means of joining clauses, especially
a series of clauses which are short and manifested by only
one or two tagmemes, This generally indicates consecutive
closely-related events or action-result; with intonation

change it may indicate dependence, see 6.1.1.

6.2.2 Conjunctions

This also is a common means and is used to indicate
consecutive events with a slight shift in focus or action,
alternatives, and contrast ('but'). Conjunctions alternate
with Juxtaposition in linking consecutive closely-related
events, They are also used vwhen listing, but without
apparent pattern as to placement. The combination of
mf 'and' or ki 'and' with a following pronoun ending in

-k gives the idea of 'and then'.

6.2.3 Subordinators
Subordinators introduce Dependent Clauses and indicate
Time, Condition, Benefaction, Reason, and Purpose.

The semantic subordinator on (actually the 3rd person



SURSURUNGA GRAMMAR 89

singular Direct Object pronoun) usuwally occurs toward the
end of the clause it subordinates and refers to a previously
mentioned place, time, object, verson, or action. It may

occur in any type of grammatical clause.

6.3 Conditional Sentences (Question 21)
Two types of Conditionals have been observed so far:
Future Conditionals and Contrary-to-Fact. The Dependent

Clause filling the Condition Base is always introduced

by ngo ‘'if’,
Fauture:
ngo v-na sung da tar-i singim

if you-fu ask they.fu give—it to.you
'If you will ask, they will give it to you.'

Contrary-to-Fact:

pgo u  sung da far-i = Sinzim
if you ask they.fu give-it to.you

'If you had asked, they would have given it to you.!

The only difference between these sentences is the
switch from future to present in the Condition Base of the
Contrary—to-Fact. The future is retained in Sursurunga
in the Result Base.

The normal order of bases is Condition-Result, but

the reverse order may occur with the same meaning. In that
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case both clauses must occur in future tense even though
the meanihg is past. The time frame is then determined

from contexit.

6.4 (Question 22)

There doesn't seem to be a limit to the number of
clauses that can be strung together in one sentence. Up
%0 11 have been observed in narrative text including 8
Independent Clauses. DMNore common however is 2, 3, or 4
clauses in one sentence. As clauses are freguently em—
bedded on both the clause and phrase level, this can make
for long sentences.

The use of conjunctions varies with the speaker, but
they are generally freely used in all types of text and in
all lengths of sentences,

Conversation sentences are shorter for the most part
than narrative ones., Two ways in which long sentences can
be made shorter are the addition of a Time tagmeme or of
¥o between appropriate clauses (i.e. where a transition

or slight shift in focus would be appropriate).

6.5 Coordinate and Subordinate Relationships (Question 23)
Yhen several clauses are joined into a single sentence,

both coordinate and subordinate relationships result. Tense,
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juxtaposition, conjunctions, and intonation all work to-
gether to indicate which type of relationship is present.

Coordinate is the more common,

Coordinate:
jx
gg g_ ul-i mai sek-long 3te 4i ul-i
80 they buy-it with bunch-taro some they buy—lt
ix
mai bor a liu te mai reo mA te

with pig it 1ive some with shell.money and some

mal liméin sdr 4 bor
with 1ts.arm only rel pig

'Some +they buy with bunches of taro, some they
buy with live pigs, some with shell money, and
some just with forelegs of pigs.'

Subordinate:

fa ¢j fu
namur gim-a kip-i kimnah mi gim-a os-oi
later we-fu carry-it fire & we-fu burn-it

past
4-k bam i okon
it-ps burned rel area

'Tater we will carry fire and we will burn it
(with the result that) the area is burned,'

See 6.,1.1 for an example of intonation.

6.6 Negative Interrogative (Queation 24)
An Interrogative containing the Negative and concluded
with the Question Marker be seems to make the speaker fairly

certain that the answer will be negative.
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6.7 Quotations (Question 25)

Quotations may be direct or indirect and each seems
as common as the other. They occur following a Quote Verbd
in most cases, but short quotations may precede the verhb.
The author is determined by context or directly mentioned
in the Quote Clause in the same way the Subject of other
clauses is handled. A Mamner slot containing ngoromin
11ike this' may occur between the Quote Verb and the Quote,
and the Quote slot may be filled by either a Dependent
Clause (pgo initial) or an Independent Clause. Nothing
has been found that marks the end of a guote.

Some combinations have been noted where one guote is
handled by two Quotative Clauses. The first names either
the speaker or the hearer or both; the second then contains

only the Predicate and the Quote.

6.8 Order of Clause Sequences (Question 26)
Sequences of clauses are almost invariably in chrono-

logical order.
T SEQUENCES OF SENTENCES

T.1 Actor Identification (Question 27)
Only rarely does ambiguity result from a change of
actor in Sursurunga text because the change is usually
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indicated by a proper name or designation. Pronouns can
then be used to0 refer to the actor without repeating the
name or designation until a new actor appears. In some
cases, where there is much change of actors and certain
characteristics have been established for each actor, then
no designation may be used for several changes, and the

context provides the clue as to who it is,

T2 Connections Between Sentences (Questions 28 and 29)
Logical connections such as result or cause are usually
indicated within the sentence by the use of cbnjunctions
between clauses or simple juxtaposition. See 6.2.1 and
6.2.24
Sometimes the first wverb of a new sentence is identical
or semantically similiar to the more general verdb of the
previous sentence and provides a sort of repetition or
suming up of previous action before going on to the new.
This is known as Head-Tail Recapitulation. Almost always
a Manner tagmeme is also present.

zg_"'l_:l ;a.l_l‘o - -E-;k_ tﬂr-—-g_._i_ L) .I_a_"'g ObOE E:':iks—j._ se s s
I-ps go  I~-ps chop-it I-ps put.down leave-it
ia~k an ngor-er ...
T-ps go like-that
'T went...I chopped it...I put it down.... I went
like that (and then)...'
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A Time Phrase frequently signals a new sentence and
shows the relation to the previous action time-wise. Namur
'later, aftervards' is the most common Temporal used for
this,

Yo, an introducer or connector which means roughly
'so; then; 0.K. That's done. Now...', may also occur at
the beginning of sentences and is frequently followed by
namur. This usually signals a change of some type in
the story.

A change of course in the story without any conjunction
present may also indicate a new sentence. For example,
'esesl put the leaves on top of the trap. I returned to
the villag€.eso!

Any of the above ways of beginning sentences could
logically be considered paragraph markers, at least at
times,

The following is an example showing the progression
of action in one sample of text and how things are related
to each other by juxtaposition and conjunctions. It is
not known at present whether this is a single sentence
or a paragraph containing several sentences. The text
has to do with preparing and eating kaukau which has been
grown in the garden. The numbers mark separate clauses.
Conjunctions occur bhetween slashés. In fthe translation,

items in parentheses are implied.
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namur 1 di nem mi 2 da namnam on 3 diar

Tater they want unk cmp they.fu eat it they.2
long pala-i 8 4 di gih-i /m¥/
make get.rid.of-it its.skin  they peel-it and

5te di saw-i 1 k#mnah 6 te di saw-i

some they cook-it loc.rel fire some they cook-it

mai dan er 7 di sih pala-i kipdn

with water that  they peel get.rid.of-it its.skin
mul 82 pim /md/ 9 di ob-oi i

again it ready.to.eat and  they put-it loc.rel
nap /mi/ 10 di kis kuli 11 suri namnam no
leaf.plate and they sit over.it for eat all

L

:

'"Aftervards, {1 when they want 2 to eat it, 3 they two
take off the skin, 4 they peel it, /and/ 5 some they
cook on the fire, 6 some they cook with water there,
7 they (then) peel off the skin again, (and) 8 it's
ready, /and/ 9 they put it on a leaf plate, /and/
10 they sit over it 11 to eat it all up.!
In this example, juxtaposition is used fto join related
clauses, and conjunctions (mi} to join major sections.
The outline is as follows.
Introduction — Time {1,2)
Preparation — Peeling (3,4)
Conjunction (m#)

Process — (Cooking and Peeling Again (5,6,7,8)
Conjunction (m#)

Moving — Putting It on a Plate (9)
Conjunction (mi)

Bating — Sitting and Eating (10,11)
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8 DISCOURSE (Question 30)
8.1 Features at the Beginning of Discourse

8,1.1 Introduction

The following are ways in which the name or topic
of a2 story may be introduced.

1. State the name of the story. This is usually used
when relating a traditional story that is z narrative.

'The name of the story is "The Shrimp and the Tree".!

2, When relating an incident, the spezker usually
just begins talking about it. Here the Introduction
occurs as part of the body of the discourse.

'Yesterday we made a newborn child's feast.'

3. When explaining something in answer 4o a request
(story form, not conversation)}, the topic can be anncunced
Tirst with or without a short explanation, or the speaker
can just begin relating an incident that explains the
thing.

'The 0ld custom of our ancestors is like this.'
'Now I'm going to tell a story about how we make

a sus. A sus is a kind of thing that catches a pig, like

a pidir,!
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'T went to the bush and a pig had eaten in my
garden, so I thought I would make a pidir (kind of trap).'

Invariably the topic (either generally or specifically)

ig ammounced in the first sentence of the text.

8.1.2 Time Frame

A Yime frame is generally established at the begin-
ning of a narrative. Something like 'every day'! or
'yesterday' or 'I usually go...' puts the hearer in the
speaker's time frame. This occurs immediately following
the Introduction, if there is one. It begins the first

sentence of the body of the discourse.

8.2 Features that Signal the End of a Discourse
There are four ways observed so far of ending a
digcourse.
1« A sentence or itwo of summary of what has been
8aid in the body of the discourse. Frequent use of
'like that', 'in this way', 'like I said' is made in

the summary.

2. The words a ngorer sir 'just like that; it's like
that, that's all' may end the discourse without any summary.

This is equivalent to "The End",
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3. Without either a summary or an ending, but simply
finishing with the body of the discourse. This is a less
frequent way of ending a discourse than the above types.

4., In at least one instance, a summary followed by

an ending occurred to finish the discourse.

8.% Other Notes on Discourse

Clauses in a Narrative can be both long and short.
Clauses that relate events can contain several tagmemes,
and with embedding present, can become quite long.

Discourse that is basically didactic or explanatory
tends to have shorter clauses, or at least more short
clauses, than a Narrative. Steps in doing something are
mentioned consecutively, and frequently consist of only the
Predicate containing the Subject Marker and Verb. Strings
of up to 6 and 7 have heen found in text.

Intonation is a prominent feature of Sursurunga text
and discourse. Voice changes (rising, falling, drawing
out, speeding up, etc.) occur for quoting, to express
emotion, to match meaning,

Sermons are often charged with emotion and accompanied
with much raising of the voice and emphasizing of points
both by voice and gesture. Variation from speaker to

speaker is great.
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10. Much more work needs to be done on intonation
because of wide variations in intonational contours even
within the same sentence type.

11. Determination of sentence and paragraph breaks.

12, lore analysis of contrastive discourse styles:
narrative vs. didactic vs. cbnversation, etc.

13. Not very many idioms have been discovered yet.
10 CONCEPTS AND IDIOMS

10.1  Various Concepts (Question 32)

1. Cause — use of Dependent Clause introduced by
kabin 'because}, 5.2.2

2. Result — usually shown by juxtaposition of clauses,
the pronoun of +the second clause occurring in past tense

gim os-oi 4~k bam i  pokon
we burn-it it-ps burned rel arez

'Ye burned it, (therefore)} it was burned.'

3. Contrary Result -— juxtaposition of clauses, the
second clausecontaining the short form of the non-imperative
negative following the pronoun

kip-ina-te an da kip up yau
neg-~l.fu-neg go they.fu neg heat me

'I'm not going lest they beat me (up).!
4, Imperative — 2nd person pronoun or no pronoun

in the Verb Phrase, or the imperative negative. Frequent
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use is made of the verb an 'to go' with another verbd to

express the imperative.

koyon 'Don'+ts’
don't
an giunsin m# 'Take a bath!'

go bathe now

5. Yes-No Interrogative — interrogative intonation
or interrogative particle be following an Indicative clause,
or both

u-na  kaleng be
you-fu return int

"You're returning, aren't you?!

6. ZEliciting Interrogative —— substitution of an
interrogative word in one slot of an Indicative Clause
plus intonation

gini u mik-#i 'Who are you looking at?!
who? you see-him

u nem 1 kak dini 'Tou want my what?!'
you want rel my what?

7. Didactic Interrogative (Rhetorical Questions) —
this has so far only been observed in an "anger" situation
and once in text. The form of the question is exacitly like
it would be were it not rhetorical,

Yau lu anan mi bor m# a mi? Kipte mi a wawar.
1 usu go but pig now loc.rel dir neg  now it cry.out

'T went along, but where was the pig? He wasn't
crying out.!
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anges u-na longra pas-i  kak worwor
when? you-fu hear hold-it my talk

"When are you going to obey me?!

8.

Negation -— indicated by the use of the Negative

in the Verb Phrase or by the Negative alone as a response

kip-na—te an 'He won't go.!
neg-he.fu-neg go
k8pte 'Ho,!
neg
9. Resemblance — combination of the verd 'to see!

plus the comparative ngoro ‘'like’

a ik ngoro k#ldmul 'It looks like a man,'
it see like man

10,

Verbal simile — same construction as ¢

a 1#k13k ngoro a ngin
he walk like he drink

'He's walking like he's been drinking.'

11.

Comparative Degree — the quality is linked with

a pronoun by the particle gi

2

12,

pakta si giur
he big of we.,2.excl

'He is bigger than me.' or 'He is more important
than me,'

Benefaction — two possible ways: use of a Possessive

Pronoun or use of a Purpose Phrase

a long-oi kayak 'He's making mine (for me).'
he make-it mine
a2 lu tatah uri Seron 'She sweeps for Sharon.'

she usu sweep for Sharon
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15. Causative — use of a causative prefix on some

intransitive verb stems

ta~rip-4i *to tear (T)'
cs~to.be.born-it

9=bo "to lay down (T)'
cs~to.lie.down

Sometimes two verbs express a causative-non-causative

difference,

gim os-ol pokon 'Wle burned the area.’
we ‘to.burn-it area

2 bam i pokon 'The area is burned.!
it $0.be.burned rel area

No term or construction has yet been discovered that

gives the meaning 'to force'.

14. Verbal Comparison — usually two or more clauses

are involved in this

yau i-na sar-i lamas md gyidu u-na sup~i
I I-Tu climb-it coconut con you you—fu husk—it

kabin a malmn
because it easy

e, I'1ll climb the coconuts; you, you'fll husk
them because it's easy (ea81er).

15. Alfernatives — the alternative particle ngo

occurs between aliternatives

u nem i kanlkaun nzo inbul
you want rel kaukau or yam

'Do you want kaukau or yam?!
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16, Passive — no passive voice occurs in Sursurunga
although some utterances are best translated into English
with the passive

4~k  bam i  »pokon 'The area was burned.'
it=-ps burned rel area

17. Abstract Terms — many are simply intransitive

verbs filling noun slots,.

liu 'to live, life!
laes Y0 be happy, happiness!
artabar 'to give (I), gift!

Others are a modified form of the wverb.

olol *to think (I)'
ol "thought, mind!

Others are separate nouns not related to any verd
at all,

minat 'death'

18, IJmplied Speech — there are a few verbs which
seem to mean things like 'to praise!, 'to deny!, 'to agree
or consent'., However, the most common way of expressing
these concepts seems to be through either direct or in-
direct quotations. At least one example of implied speech
has been noted that is expressed by a compound verb and
seems to be an idiom,

para  pos-oi 'to confess!
to.82y to.break-it
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19, TFigures of Speech — only the following types
have been noted.

Simile — uses the verb 'to be like!

sus a ngoro pidir
trap it like trap
'A sus (kind of trap) is like a pidir (kind of trap).'
Metaphor — the verb 'to be like' seems to occur in
all siituations where this concept is present. No examples
have been found without it. It is improper to liken a
man to an animal.
Euphemism — n¢ examples have been found of expressions
which "gloss over" actual happenings. The only similiar
thing would be certain of the idioms.

a pos i dir 'She had a miscarriage.'
it break rel blood

Synecdoche — this is fairly common when expressing
emotion. The stomach bl is used as the seat of emotions.

a mos i Dbalang 'I'm angry.!
it angry rel my.stomach

Personification — +this is a fairly common feature
of both text and conversation,
"PThe tree answered the shrimp,...!'
'The wind arrived,'
20, PForeign Articles and Concepts — expressed in

the following ways
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Transliteration:
kar 'ear!
dam 'lamp'
palawa 'flour!
Combination of noun and verb:
nifin-kis 'chair!
place for-eit
mikmik-nas *clock!
see-~sun
le~ngig 'census!

write-name
Descriptive FPhrase:

masin dn le 'typewriter!
machine of write

21, Ellipsis — this is fairly common, and is handled
by the use of the Modified Verb FPhrase and the Modified
Clause.

d-k kalenz sdr ur a mi kaleng i lontas
he-ps return only %0 rel dir return rel ocean

'He just returned over there, (he) returned to
the ocean.,'

22, Cause and Effect Clauses — this is handled in
two ways. The first is simple juxtaposition of clauses
with the pronoun of the second occurring in past tense,
See in this section 2. Result for an example. The second
way is the use of a Dependent Clause introduced by kabin
'"because'. The Dependent Clause may occur either first

or gecond, but having it second is more common.
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klp-ina-te an kabin yau mitut
neg-i.fu-neg go because I afraid

'I'm not going because I'm afraid.’

23. Numbers — for use and formation of numbers, see
Numbers, 5.2.5. Numbers of all sizes are referred to in
the vernacular and are in common use in church, for instance,
when giving hymn nmambers., Other than that, large numbers
are usually lumped under marin 'many' or tikai ‘'lots of'.
Small numbers are common for quantifying things, but English

numbers transliterated are frequently used for counting.

10,2 Idioms (Question 33)

Following are some Sursurunga idioms.

t3m merok
one.characterized.by tired
'lazy man!

a k#h-8i kalik ur i armongoh
she give.birth~it child to rel space

'She gave birth to a2 child out of wedlock.'!
ti4m worwor mat
one.characterized.by talk die

'gabber, person who talks all the time!

teken sus tyoungest child!
its.feces milk

olol ‘tus 'to have intuition!
think point

kuka pas-i riin

put,over.head hold—it rain
'to go out in the rain without cover!
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11 TELT
Following are four Sursurunga texts.

Kingim Tatalen Suri Kip Kuir-Bim

"Our Custom of Acquiring Land'!

Yau Longoi Pidir

'T Make a Trap!
Ai Nur mii Hil

'The Shrimp and the Tree!
Sexr Pasi Wdi
*Hunting for Crocodiles'
Yau Longol Pidir is by Titus Sian; the other three
are by Tokialir Orim,
Each text is followed by a free translation in
English, Implied and explanatory information in the

translations is included in parentheses.
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Kiingim Tatalen Suri Kip Kuir-Bim

1 Tatalen til ird rang-t8min i gi-m di 1lu long-oi
custom from long.ago people-true rel we-ex they usu make-it

a ngoro-min, 2 Kes ngoa nem i kes & |[kuir-bim

it like-this one cmp he want rel one rel piece,of-ground
a muldn an ur si kon-er a k¥kd-n 4 bim suri

he first go %o to person-that he father-its rel ground so.that

di-ar-a worwor i kuir-bim erei. 3 MA ngo a
they.two.fu talk rel plece.of-ground that con cmp he
mingit 4  kdk#-n 4 Dbim na~-mur a supan pas-i

agree rel father-its rel ground it.fu-follow he buy  hold-it

supan pas-1i & ngoro & ul-i kuir-bim erei.
buy hold-it it like he buy-it piece.,of-ground that

4 M& pa-mur & kot-ol m# a tir-#i Hd-k long-oi
con it,fu-follow he clear-it and he chop-it he-ps make-it

k-4n pokon on. 5 Yo na-mur a atr-i
non.food-his area there go it,.fu-follow he into.the.ground-it

k-#n rum y-atung 4-k ngoro malar, 6 M4 fatalen
non.food-his house rel-there it-ps like village con custom

a ul pas-i bim til ir# i rang~t8min i gZi-m
he buy hold-it ground from long.ago rel people-true rel we-ex

te 41 wul-i mai sek-long te di ul-i mai bor a
some they buy-it with bunch-taro some they buy-it with pig it
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liu te mai reo mi te mai lim#-n gsHr 4 Dbor
alive some with shell.money and some with arm-its just rel pig

di yoh-oi m# di~k  lut-li pas-i lim#-n di-k = uwl-i
they mumu-it and they-ps cut-it hold-it arm-its they-ps buy-it

kuir-bim er mai, 7 M4 di long arwat on ngo di
piece.,of-ground that with con they make enough it cmp they
supan pas-i kuir-~bim er ur k-Hy-dn -

buy hold-it piece,of-ground that for non.food-nom-his rel

kilfmul er a nem i kuir-bim. 8 Na-mur a long
man that he want rel piece.of-ground it,fu~-follow he make

arwat on ngo a kis y-atung 4-k so-i k-in
enough it cmp it sit rel-there he-ps sow-it non,food-his

poron-lamas m# tan matngan ngor-er. 9 Na-mur a mat
grove~coconut and plu kind like-that it.fu~-follow he die

pas arabitbit erei a kis ngor-er gi-pngi-n rang-timin i
hold settlement that it sit like-that to-~sg~him people-true rel

on 4 k#ldmul erei ngo #-kte supan pas-i kuir-bim

him rel man that cmp he-ps buy  hold-it piece,of=-ground
er ur k-fy-dn, 10 Rang-bud-n ur na-mur

that for non.,food-nom-his people-moiety-his to¢ it.fu-follow
di-kte minin on md di lonz arwat on ngo da kelsen

they-ps know it and they make enough it cmp they.fu exchange
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i pokon er H#-kte supan pas-i suri ns ur

rel area +that he-ps buy hold-it so,that it.fu for

k~fn-d1 ur ne-mur.
non,food~his~they to it.fu~follow

'Ouxr Custom of Acquiring Land!

1 The customs from long ago of our ancestors is like
this, 2 If a person wants a piece of ground, he first goes
to the one who owns the ground so that the two of them can
talk about that piece of ground., 3 If the owner of the ground
agrees, then he buys it (supan pasi is like he buys that piece
of ground). 4 Iater he clears it and chops it and makes his
area (garden) there, 5 Then he sets up his house there {(and)
it's like a village. 6 (This is) the way of buying ground
from long ago (that) our ancestors (practiced), some they
bought with bunches of taro, some they bought with live pigs,
gome with shell money, and some with just a foreleg of a pig,
they mumued it and they cut off the foreleg and they bought
that piece of ground with (it). 7 They were able to buy that
piece of ground for the man who wanted that piece of ground.
8 Afterwards he was able to live there, he planted his coconut
grove and things like that, 9 Iater he died, (but) the
settlement remained like that to his descendants, those of
that man who bought that piece of ground for his own, 10 The
people of his clan who came after him, they knew 1t and they
were able to exchange that area, he had paid for it so that

it would be theirs (forever) after.
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Yau Longoi Pidir

1 Yau lu anan ur a mi bos md HY-kite namnam 4 bor a
I usugo to rel dir jungle and it-ps eat rel pig rel

mi k-ak pokon ki yau ol on mi ngo i-na long pidir,
dir non.food~my area so I  think it unk cmp I-fu make trap.

2 Ya~k an ya-k tér-#i kubau rakrakai-fdn kubau m# gengen sér
I-ps go I-ps chop-it wood strong-adj wood bubt small Just

ur atung yau o-bop pks-i ya-k tir-4i a2 ru 4
to there I c¢s-lie,down leave-it I-ps chop-it it two rel

Ddsping Ya-k o-hbop pdke-i. 3 Fa-k an ngor-er
forked.etick I-ps ecs<~lie,down leave~it I-ps go like-that

ya~k tdr pas-i kes 4 g&h dol-on., 4 Ki na-mur
I-ps chop hold-it one rel vine.type long-adj so it.fu-follow

ya-k pudr-i  ya-k ir-i md  ir-i ¥a-k long-oi m#f uri
I-ps split=-it I-ps weave-=-it and weave-it I-ps make-it now for

pidir. 5 Ya-k so-i pidir ngor-er .aunppidir ki ya-k kipt-i
trap I-ps sow-it trap like-that branch-trap so I-ps tie-it

gdh erei yau ir-i ur i pidir y-atung md i aun-pidir,
vine that I weave-it to rel trap rel-there and rel branch-trap

6 Ya-k sap mul ya-k long pas-i a2 ru pésping erei
I-ps get.up again I-ps make hold-it it two forked.stick those

ya~k bds atr-i plspéng tan kengen kubau gir.
I-ps pound into.the.ground-it forked.stick plu small wood just
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7 M4 pa-mur yau long pas-1 a ru kuir-kubau ya-k
unk it,fu-follow I make hold-it it two piece.,of-wood I-ps

9-bo-i ki ya-k law-i m4 i pidir. 8 Yak
¢s=~lie,down-it and I-ps bend.over-it unk rel trap I-ps
lav-i mf i pidir ngor-er gya-k o-bo-i ki

bend,over-it unk rel trap like-that I-ps cs~lie.,down-it then

8-k rah mg i pidir, 9 Ya-k sdr e mori-on
it=-ps be.complete now rel trap I~ps pick.up some old-adj

pdkin-kubau uwr a mi y#tin 4 pidir, 10 Ya-kte ut ur

leaf,its=wood to rel dir top rel trap I-ps return to

a di palar yau lu soso i  kHbungd ya-k an laom
rel dir village I usu exit rel morning I-ps go check

mé~i pidir m# pidir er d-kte ka-i md bor y-atung
unk-rel trap and trap +that it-ps catch-it unk pig rel-there

i pidir m4 Dbor #-k riuriu pagas m#, 11 A-kte riuriun
rel trap and pig it-ps hanging leave unk it-ps hanging

md Dor ki ya-k long pas~i lamrut sdr ya-k so-i a-k
unk pig so I-ps do hold-it gpear unk I-ps spear-it it-ps

mat md bor ki ya-k kip-i ur a di malar, 12 Ngor-er
die unk pig so I-ps carry-it to rel dir village like=-that

sir,
that's,.all
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'T Make a Trap'

1 I go to the bush and a pig has eaten in my area
(garden) so I think I will make a trap. 2 I went and
chopped wood, strong wood but small, over there I put it
down and left it, I chopped two forked sticks and put them
down. 3 1 went like that, I chopped down a long vine.

4 Then I split it and weaved it and weaved it and made it
for the trap. 5 I sowed (put in the ground) the trap like
that, the upright (spring) of the trap, then I tied that
vine I wove to the trap there and to the upright of the
trap. 6 I got up again and got those two forked sticks,
and I pounded them into the ground, just the small wood.

7 Then I got two pieces of wood and I put them down and I
bent the trap over, 8 I bent over the trap like that, I
put it down, and then it was completed, 9 I picked up some
0ld leaves (and put them) on the top of the trap, 10 I
returned to the village, I came out in the morning, and that
trap had caught it, the pig (was) there in the trap and the
pig was hanging there. 11 The pig was hanging there so I
got a spear, I speared it, the pig died, and I carried it

to the village. 12 The end.
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41i Nur m#i N1

1 Ngig~n so0i #4i nur mii ndl. 2 Kes i Dbung
name-its story rel shrimp and.rel kind.of.tree one rel day

g2 lu anan 4i nur 8-k  tangra pas-i dan 18k18k tangra-i
he usu go rel shrimp he-ps along hold-it river walk along-it

dan ya muds ur atunz a tur Hi 4 n#l erei. 3 Yo
river rel dir +to0 there he stand where rel tree there 80

a pur 4 kes 1 win-nsl til a muni 8-k ngol y-atung
it fall rel one rel fruit.tree from rel above it-ps land rel-there

i lul 4i nur ngo tung., 4 Na-pur a 4dsla-i
rel his,head rel shrimp unk ping jt.fu=-follow he feel-it
nur mi-k tdntdn 4-k para-i si p#l “"Didn-a long-o0i

shrimp and.he-ps loock.up he-ps say-it to tree what-=he do-it

4 én nginngin teke-n i muni?" 5 A-k
rel one,characterized.by sour feces-his rel above he-pa

kokos #Hi p#1 H4-k para-i ngoro min "MY yHu namnam ur 1
answer rel tree he-ps say-it like +this unk you eat to rel

Julu-m." 6 Yo #-k kaleng 8-k rumrum kunin kuir-worwor
head=-your S0 he=ps return he-ps embarrassed about piece-talk

er 8-k kaleng 8-k kuka pag~-i kes i1 wdin

that he-ps return he-ps put.on,.head hold-it one rel empty

gapakir 4-k Ju anan mai 8-k gHlta ndl "U min#n
type.of.basket he-ps usu go with he-ps ask tree you know
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yau er?" 7 Ki #-k kog-oi 41 ni1 ngo nur "ME yHu
me there 80 he-ps answer-him rel tree t¢ shrimp unk you

nur sir," B8 EKi A-kte kaleng 4-kte buswa pldks-j wiin

shrimp just 80 he-ps return he-ps throw leave-it empty
sapakir 4-kte kuka pas~i  kudut a-kte

type.of ., basket he-ps put.on.head hold-it type.of.basket he-ps

kaleng mai lu gnan ur a da si nil H-kite gltna-i "U
return with usu go to rel dir to tree he-ps ask-him you

mindn yau er?" 9 Ki 8-kte kos-~oi 4i ni3 4-kte para-i
know me there S0 he-~ps answer-him rel tree he-ps say-it

"M# yiu nur gr." 10 Ki 8-kte kaleng #-kte buswa piks-i

unk you shrimp just 80 he-ps return he-ps throw leave-it
vdin kudut d-kte kuka pas-i  keke

empty type.of.basket he~-ps put,on.head hold-it type.of.basket

4-k kalengmai ur a da H#-kte gtna "U méndn yau er?"
he-ps return with to rel dir he-ps ask you know me there

11 XKi i4-kte kos-oi 4i p#1 H-kte para-i ngo "M4 y3u nur
80 he-ps answer-him rel tree he-ps say-it cmp unk you shrimp

sdr," 12 Ki #-kte kalens 8-k an kuka pas-i wiin
just 80 he~ps return he-ps go put,on.,head hold-it empiy
som 4k lu gnanmeli ura da 8-k gdtna-i

type.of.basket he-ps usu go with to rel dir he-ps ask-him
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"U pindn yau er?" 13 Ki 4~k kos-oi 4i nd1 8-k
you know me there 80 he-ps answer-him rel tree he-ps

para-i ngo "Kip-yeu-te min#n y#u y#u sini?" 14 Ki 8-k |Lkaleng

say-it cmp neg-I-neg know you you who s0 he-ps return
gr ur a mi keleng i lontas mi som erel a

just to rel dir return rel ocean and type.of.basket that he

kuka-i d-k  dkes i |kis md y-atung on uri
put.on.head=-1t it-ps permanent rel sit unk rel-there it for

ku#in, 15 Ngor-er  gir.
cover like=-that that's.all

'"The Shrimp and the Tree'

1 The name of the story is the Shrimp and the Tree.
2 One day a shrimp went (strolling), he went along the river,
walking along the river to where there stood a p#l (kind
of tree). 3 A pdl fruit fell from above and landed there
on the shrimp's head and pinged (made a gound). 4 Afterwards
the shrimp felt it (regained consciousness) and he looked
up and said, "What is that person who is like sour feces
doing up there?" 5 The tree answered and said like this,
"(Why) you eat and it goes to your head!" 6 So he (the
shrimp) returned, he was embarrassed at what the tree said,

he returned, he put over his head an empty basket and went
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(back) with it, he asked the tree, "Do you know me?" 7 So
the tree answered the shrimp, "{Why) you're just a shrimpl"
8 So he (the shrimp) returned and threw away the empty
basket and put over his head another type of basket, he
returned with it to the tree and asked him, "Do you know
me?" 9 The tree answered him and said, "You're just a
shrimp!" 10 So he returned and threw away (that) empty
basket and put over his head another type of basket, he
returned with it and asked, "Do you know me?" 11 So the iree
ansvwered him (again) and said, "You're just a shrimp!"

12 S0 he returned, he went and put over his head an empty
basket (of another type) and he went with it and asked him,
"Do you know me?" 13 So the tree answered him and said,

"T don't know you. Who are you?' 14 So he just returned
over there, returned to the ocean, and that basket he put
over his head it stayed there permanently for a cover.

15 The end.
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Ser Pasi Wii

I-na puksa-i kes i  pukpuksa suri wdi 4 4i lu
I-fu tell~it one rel story about crocodile it they usu

ger pas-i ngodi. 2 Tan kalilik di g#las md di-k
hunt hold-it like,this plu people +they goggles and they-ps

mile pas~-1 kes i wii. 5 Yo na-mur di-k kip
see hold-it one rel crocodile 8o it,fu-follow they-ps carry

pas-i bus matngan-t8it er 4di lu long kas
hold-it vine kind,of=thing that they usu make type.of.basket

maji til i hos di-k long—oi mitd-n-pdl on jut: |
with from rel jungle they-ps make~it eye-its-noose there then

di-l lun mal yz mudl katbin-dan. 4 Di-k an tapam
they-ps dive with rel dowm middle-river they-ps go ascerd

ut y-atung  si-ngi-n wdi i |katb#n-dan md
arrive rel-there to-sg-it crocodile rel middle~river then

di-k  Hksar-i Y-atung i lul 4-k 2gap y-atung

they~ps slip.over-it rel—-there rel his.head.it-ps catch rel-there
N

i a ru lipl-n. 5 Yo pa-mur di-k * tan di-k

rel it two arm-=his a0 it.fu—follow‘they—ﬁs plu they-ps
T~

tion mi di-k  masar kaleng di-k  an simtur
pull,tight then they-ps come.ashore return they~ps go stand

md ya muni mis di-k top-i kuir-~bus
then rel dir shallows they-ps hold.in.hand-it piece,of-vine
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er mi di-k talka pas-i. 6 Di be talka-i ur a muni

that then they-ps pull hold-it they now pull-it to rel dir

més mulidn sang di sipka-i iriris ngorc kubau
shallows first of.all they throw.away-it club like wood

ur atung i  paskapkam i wii erel suri
t0 there rel small.of.back rel crocodile that so.that

kdp-a-te liputliput ngo suri nid-k ar-arat.

neg-1t-neg wiggle or so0,that it.fu-im intr-bite
7 Io na-mur di buswa-i ur atung i pokion artidldr

so it,fu-follow they throw-it to there rel trunk enough

mai a ru kidil 4 wii egr a mat mi,
with it two his.shoulder rel crocodile that it die then

8 Na-mur di mik-8i ngo #-kte mat di long pas~i mi
it.fu-follow they see-~it cmp it-ps die they make hold-it and

di suk pala-i képin m di  kip-i t#min -
they skin away-it its.skin and they get-it its.insides rel

widi di t4h-di ngoro bor di-k tam-i i di mni
crocodile they carve-it like pig they-ps divide-it rel them then

di-k yoh—oi 4~k artildr mei namnam, 9 Tatalen dn ser
they-ps mumu~it it-ps enough with food custom of hunt
suri wii mnd suri ub-i a ngor-er.

for crocodile and for hit-it it like-that
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"Hunting for Crocodiles'

1 I'm going to tell a story about crocodiles and how
they usually hunt for them., 2 The people dive with their
goggles and see a crocodile. 3 Afterwards, they get vine —
the kind of thing +they usually make a certain kind of basket
with — from the jungle and make a noose with it and then
they dive with it down into the river. 4 They arrive there
at the crocodile in the river, then they slip it (the vine)
over his head and it catches there on his two arms (also).

5 Afterwards many of them pull (it, the vine} tight, then
they return to shore (and) they stand then in the shallows,
they hold in their hands that piece of vine, then they pull
it. 6 They now pull it (the crocodile) to the shallows,
{but) first of all they beat that crocodile on the small of
its back with clubs like wood so that it won't wiggle or
bite. 7 Afterwards they beat that crocodile there between
its trunk (torso) and its two shoulders, it dies then.

8 Afterwards they see that it has died, they get it and skin
it and get the meat of the crocodile, they carve it like a
pig, they divide it among themselves, then they mumu it so
that it's all right to eat. 9 The custom of hunting for a
crocodile and beating (killing) it is like that.



