Bitten By Wasps (NongAn)
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Last year on August 15, I went outside the village to work.
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After I finished the work, I ate dinner,
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The other people in the village were saying: In the cycad tree behind the flat house,

there was a wasps’ nest.
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It might have been about 20 kilograms,
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So, I wasn’t satisfied, so, I planned to secretly go see it and get it.
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Then, other people went, too, to watch.
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Finally, I climbed up there, and I thought all about how to do it, so I lit a fire,
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then I took a bag up,
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I was planning to eat it.
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but it didn’t work, to put it into the bag.
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However I did it, it got stuck,
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Then, I got upset and threw the bag down.
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When I had thrown the bag down, I sat down and smoked.
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When I got tired of smoking, I tried to figure out how to make it work.
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Then, there still hadn’t been anyone who had climbed up to get it, since the tree was

so tall.
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Then, I just dislodged the whole nest, and threw it down.
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I threw it down, and in a bit, the person came down.
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After the person came down,down to the bottom of the tree,
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the wasps — a lot of them — all came out, and (I) got stung.
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Even my arms/hands, my legs/feet, even my belly,
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even the back of my neck, I was stung everywhere.
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Then, coming down, I couldn’t stand it,
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it seemed I wanted to vomit, and my head hurt.
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Those old people said: normally when wasps sting, it’ll kill the person.
25.

Oou™  tsai*®  Oen® hwap®  tswp®'  leu™

—h7 1 Wyin] It —IL T

Jie ot 53 o

It was soon over.
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After that, (it) came out, I laid down on someone else’s cot, but I couldn’t sleep.
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Then, for a long time I wanted medicine, but there wasn’t any there.
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So then, I said to my younger brother: Hey, let’s just go home. Like that, help each
other get home.
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After we helped each other get home, I had my wife take alcohol and warm it on the
fire.
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When it was hot, (she/I) put it in the corner of my eye,
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and rub it everywhere that [ got stung.
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When that was finished, I still couldn’t sleep, I was still hot.
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Laying down I was hot, covering with a blanket I was hot, sitting down I was hot.
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Finally, there was nothing that helped, I put my head on the bed.
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Like that, and just the same, I couldn’t sleep.
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Then, (tossing?) back and forth,
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when it was about to be sunrise, I fell asleep.
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At that time, I felt for certain I would die,
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In the end, he still lived,
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At that time, I was spent.
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But, little by little he got better.
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That time I medicated myself.
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