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FOREWORD 

Some of the glory of the Philippines 
lies in the beautiful variety of people and 
languages within its coasts. It is to the 
great credit of the national leadership over 
the years that no attenpt has been made to 
destroy this national heritage. The goal ha.s 
been instead to preserve its integrity and 
dignity while building on this strong 
foundation a lasting superstructure of 
national language and culture. 

The present book is one of many designed 
for this purpose. It recognizes the 
pedagogical importance of dividing literacy 
and second-language learning into two steps-­
literacy being the first. When a student has 
learned to read the language he understands 
best, the resulting satisfaction in his 
accomplishment gives the drive and confi~ence 
he needs to learn the national language. His 
ability to read, furthermore, is the in­
dispensable tool for the study this program 
will require. 

The Department of Education of the 
Philippines is proud to present this latest 
volume in a nationwide series designed to 
teach the national language through literacy 
in the vernaculars. It will strengthen both 
the parts of the nation and the whole. 

JUAN L. MANUEL 
Secretary 



FOREWORD 

One of the noble aims of Education is to 
equip every citizen to participate meaning­
fully in his society and to share in shaping 
the destiny of his country. Providing 
literacy instruction in each man's •1ernacular 
is a basic step in realizing this c;roal. To 
promote this purpose the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics works in agreement with and under 
the auspices of the Department of Education 
in the Preparation of instructional a.'1.d 
supplementary reading materials for the 
various Cultural Minorities of our country. 

The Bureau of Public Schools takes 
pleasure, therefore, in presenting this 
volume of literacy ~aterial which is part of 
its list of approved supplementary reading 
mate~als prepared for use by the Public 
School in the areas using the vernacular of 
these materials. 

LICERIA BRILLANTES SORIANO 
Director of Public Schools 



PREFACE 

Thie book of personal experiences was written 
py Tony Liway and Joaquin Sugatan during their 
participation in a literature workshop at the 
Masuli, Bukidnon headquarters of the Summer 
Institute of Linguistics. 

It is hoped that this booklet will help 
speakers of Ata Manobo achieve skills of literacy 
and communication in their own dialect which will 
help them easily achieve the same skills in a 
second dialect. 

The symbolization of Ata Manobo sounds is 
similar to their counterparts in Pilipino except 
for o which is sometimes pronounced similar to 
the u in "bu_t" or similar to e in the Pangasinan 
language. The letter ~ in many areas is pronounced 
similar to ~ of Pilipino when it occurs between 
vowels. Letter 1 is underlined in positions where 
it is not pronounced in certain dialects of Ata 
Manobo. 

Glottal stop is symbolized by hyphen ( - ) 
within a word and by (' ) in word final position. 
Vowels which occur together without a symbolized 
glottal stop are pronounced, therefore, without a 
break. When the two vowels occuring together are 
alike, such ·as aa, they are pronounced as if they 
were one long sustained vowel. 

Jesse Celiz 
SWllUer Institute of Linguistics 



Mgo Ul od 

So-i ka nangnangonon kc so-i mgo u!_od. 

Ka mammiloy woy ka ulod no oghingaranan to usig 

to pala-os no nigpo-u-usigoy. kandan to mammiloy. 

Kagi to mammiloy ku"O to usig to pa!_a-os to, 

"Ura, ogpo-og-ogotoy ki, di oghimu ki to kasabutan, 

kc hontow ka ogkatalu 1 agad dakol ko ogkatalu, 

og-abolongon kandi n." 

' "Ho-0 1
11 kagi to usig to pala-os kuo to 

mammi l oy. Ogpi tawon ta i an ko hon tow ka mabul ut -kanta 



kanta, 11 kagi to usig to pala-os ku6 to mamm1loy, 
11 0, 11 kagi to mammil oy, 11 Ian a pad og-aya ton nu 

so dakoldakol pad koykow, 11 kagi to mammiloy. 

Nokay kaman no nigpo-og-ogotoy man kandan, ka 

mammiloy to usig to pala-os, no warad tap1d no 

og-abo!ongon kandan to darua. 

Nokoy kaman no matag to ogko-ugtu so allow no 

wa du-on nigparorogoy kandan. 

/' 
Hongkai kaman to 09ko1is so allow, no ogkata!u 

ka usig to pala-os, woy abo!onga to mammiloy ka usig 

to pa!a-os. 11 Tow ka na-an bag," kagi to mammiloy, 

"Na-an nu no og-agad on ka kabantak nu ko kanta ka 

ogpologtu!an," kagi to mammiloy. 

Nokoy kaman no ~u-on do man ian bag taman. 

Warad. 

2. 



So-ini·ka Nangnangonon to so-i Liang 

So-i ka liang no pighingaranar: to inatan. Ka 

so-i liang li tos no ogtaguan to ago!oy woy homoy. 

' ' Kc du-or. rnund..:, songo l:. tos no iqtaqu to so-i liang. 

Ka so-i lians songc dakcl nc koilangar... Unawa to 

' lagut songo litos no igtagu to so-i liang, woy ko 

oghipanow ka maroyow no ogtaguan to ka!aglagan. Ko 

unawa to ikarr., litos no igso!od nu to so-i liang. 

l~okoy na-an so-i liang, songo dakol no ogpakabulig 

kanta ko du-on igkatagu ta. Ka so-i liang maroyow 

' no ka!aglagan su agad nokoy no lites no igtagu nu 

kai to liang no kalintokan no ka!aglagan. 

Ka so-i liang, kanarni no natagaan no ogpanabuk.an 
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to kalaglagan. Ka igbuyag noy waro rnataga ko du-on 

durna no lites no ogkatagu-an to kalaglagan. Su 

sikan do ian liang ka kandan no noirnuan to kanarni no 

rninuna. 

Nokoy na-an ka dakol no nigtu~~ ·a to du-on 

na-an Magbobo-ot no nigbantoy kanta su ~anib to 

nato-uan ta to nighirnu ka sikan no rng0t ~a~aglagan ko 

ware Magbobo-ot no nig-anad kanta. 

Darua no Bate no Pata1a-dtboy 

So-i ka ndngnangonon to so-i darua no bat~ no 

patala-atoboy. 

K 
. '\. 

a so-1 no 1190 bato no nig-anad to kandan .no 

kinagian,_nigsusulat su oyow ogkato-u kandan ogsulat 

to kinagian woy ogbasa to kinagian. Ko kono k1 

og-anad to kanta no kinagian, kono to ogkatagaan ka 

kanta no pigkagi ko nokoy ka pigkagi ta, woy kon~ 

ki og-anad no ogbasa ko kono ta ogkatagaan ko nokoy 

ka insulat ta. Ka lagboy on ian no maroyow, 
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ogpo-omot ki no og-anad to ogsulat way ogbasa to 

' kanta no .kinagian, su kono ki ogkato-u no ogbasa to 

kanta QO kinagian way ogsulat. Agad nokoy no 

kinagian, ogkato-uan tad to ogsulat way ogbasa. 
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' Sikan porom og-iLingan ta su oyow tibo no kinag1an, 

ogkato-u ki no ogbasa wby ogsulat. 

P1tawa now so-i bato no darua no nigpo-omot 

' nig-anad to mgo k1nagian, su do ogpakaponga on 

kandan no og-anad, ian mo-irob so lapis woy ian 

kamot ka papil. Konad no malogon ka kandan no 

talabau su lagboy on malomu ka kandan no oghimuon. 

Pitawa now so-i mgo bat~, no kon~ ogko-iniat 

ogkaluku kandan ko du-on igbaligia dan no agad nokoy . 
... 

Unawa to ogbaligia to agoloy woy homoy, kono kandan 

ogkoholosan su ogkato-u on to tibb no kinagian. 

Sikan do ka maroyow ku no nangnangonon kaniu. 

So-i ka Nangnangonon to so-ini otow no Alunggun 

Ka so-i lukos, og-a-anad no ogpangayu su 

og-i!ingan din ka batasan to Bisoy~ no kon1 

ogpatalabau-on ka boi. \ 
Kagi to so-i lukos kuo to 

as aw a r i n to , 11 Ka k o y k ow n o ta l ab au , o g pa n l i n i s k a 

to solib su maro-ot maro-ot ka solib ta, 11 k~gi to 

so-i lukos ku6 to asawa rin. 
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' Kagi to so-i lukos kuo to asawa rin to, 11 Uye1-g, 

pangarasa nu sikan lagut to solib su ogmanhondii ka 

duktul no ogduma to mgo sundalo." Kagi rin to asawa 

rin, "Ko maro-ot (ka) solib ta moltahan ki to duktul 

woy ogparisuhon ki pad to sampulu woy lalima no 

bulan." Sikan ka in-udling to lukos to asawa rin. 

Kagi rin, "Ko ma-awang ka solib woy ka solod to 

baloy~ ogsayo-on ki pad to duktul to so-i na-an no 
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otow ka nigtuman to bala-od. Woy mariu ka sakit 

' ' kandan su ka silingan, woy ka langow waro oghunan 

no maligsom dio to solib. 

Sikan ka inpanangnangonoy dan to a1unggun no 

ogtumanon dan (ka) ignangon to mgo punu-an to iunsud. 

'· ~ato woy ka Inoy rin no oglo-uy to Luk.ung 

... 
So-ini ka nangnangonon to bato woy ka inoy rin 

rro oglo-uy to luk.ung dan no naponu to homoy. 

. b ' k ' . ' Kagi to ato uo to inoy rin, "In~, inat warad 

ka homoy ta kai to luk.ung. Nigtatakow bua to mongo 

otow no war6 hornoy." Kagi to inoy to bat~, "Ho-o 

' bua, di kono ka ogkagi su ogpitawon ku hontow otawa 

ka ogpanakow to homoy ta. " 

Nokoy kaman no niggogopasan dan ka pinayag dan 

no matag to ogkararu-an ka darua no oggogopas to 

\ pinayag dan no waro man otow no ogkito-on dan su ian 

- dd ian ogki to-on dan ka mongo ambow no ogko-ko-on to 

homoy ran su ian igko-ubus to homoy su du-on 
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ogbunsura to ambow to ogko-on to lobut to lukung, 

.... 
woy ian igko-ubus to homoy su ogko-ug-ug dio to 

' tano. Woy kagi ran, "Aboy ki na-an ogparnayung to 

otow di ambow na-an ka ogko-on to homoy ta." 
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' ' Nokoy kaman no kagi to-inoy to bato kuo to anak 

' din, "Igi, oghalinon tad so-i homey ta su ogko-ubus 

on to ambow • " 

"Ho-o," kagi to bat~ no boi. "Oghalinon tad 

ian ka so-i homoy ta su ogko-ubus on to ambow." 

Nokoy kaman no nighalin dan to darua. No du-on 
... 

do ian taman ka nangnangonon ku to bato no pata!a-inoy. 

pata]..a-inoy. 

' Ka Bato woy ka Inoy din 

\, 

so-ini ka nangnangonon to bato no og-ingol to 

' inoy rin no nigtamongan to apu din. 

Sikan batb ungud ogsinogow su og-ingol to inoy 

rin woy amoy rin no oghondib to mundu-an su 

\ ' ogpang-li to mundu su waro ogko-onon dan. Kagi to 

apu din, "Igi, hagtong ka ogsinogow su ogiinogon ki 

' to mangayow su waro duma ta kai to ba!_oy. 
\ \ 

Nokoy kaman no kono man oghagtong ka bato su 

og-awos no ogduma to inoy rin di konb man ogparwnoon 
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to amoy rin. Sikan ian ka batasan die to kanam.i .. ko 
. \ oghipan0\11 ka amoy noy 1ggaat koy (to) apu noy su 

ogkaallok ko ogko-ulug key ko war6 durna noy die to 

baloy. Agad ko marani ro oghipanow ka inoy noy, 
... 

igpagaat koy ro ian to inoy noy. Sikan ian ka 

·' batasan d10 to kanami no otow ogkaallok ko ogko-u~ug 

d .' \ 10 to tano. 
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Woy hantod to nigdatong ka inoy to bate no 

warad ian nighagtong ka ba~ su nabolu to war~ dumaa 

to inoy rin woy ian nighagtong ka batb no 

. . ' nigbogayan on to inoy rin to tiro. 

Sikan ka maroyow no inoy to anak din ko 

ogsinogow ogbogayan to agad nokoy no ogpaka-ayat to 

anak din. 

Sikan ka nangnangonon to bat~ no og-ingol to 

' inoy rin. Woy ka apu din no nigtamong kandin. 

A±unggun no ogpamitow to Ko-onon 

So-ini ka nangnangonon to otow no a!unggun no 

konad ian ogpokogluwat ka pata!a-asawa ka· ogpamitow 

to ogkako-on no darus su lagboy on ian nabitil 

sikandan su namatoy ka mongo pinamua ran woy 

' pigko-on to mongo babuy ka mongo mundu dan. 

Umba so-'i darua no ogpami tow to ko-onon no 

' ' \ og-uli-uli do du-on ka darua no oghondio to 
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mundu-an. ' \ \ Songo kuo ko oghirogo do du-on sikandan 

\ ' ka waro ogko-onon. Songo kuo ko ogpako-on sikandan 

to songo allow ka sagboka bag. 

"Kun to-on," kagi to asawa to boi kub to asawa 

rin, "Ogmomonu kid so-ini to war~ ogkako-on ta?" 

nig-inso ka lukos to asawa rin no boi. Nigtabak ka 

boi to as awa rin, "Ogmomonu ki na-an to warb ian 

ogkaromdoman ta no ko-onon?" ' "Di, ian d6, II kagi to 

\ 
lukos, "Pamula kad to mundu su sikan do ian ka 
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... 

rnaroyow no pa!_anu ta to darua." 

k ' I No oy kaman no nigpamu!a man so boi to rnundu 

no du-on do ian nigligka t ka pogko-on dan to mund~ 

no hantod ian to na-ayad-ayad ka pog-ugpo dan woy 

ka pangpanganak dan kun to-on. 

' Nokoy kaman no sikan do ian ka nangnangonon to 

otow no a!_unggun. 

Ogpamintik no Bat6 

\ . 
Woy so-ini ka nangnangonon ku to bato no ian . 

d6 ian panginabui ka ogpamintik to mgo manukmanuk 

' ' su s1kan do ian ka kandin no ogko-onon. Woy kono 

sikandin og-u-ugp~ to baloy. Ian d~ ka oghiipanow 

to tan6 su war~ matagam sikandin to og-u-ugp~ to 

baloy su pogko-otow r1n, di~ man to tan~ sikandin 

mogdakol. Woy ogkaallok sikandin to unawa rin no 

otow su kagi rin, busow bua so-ini no in-at ogko-

unawa kanak woy in-at to songo du-on mata. 
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.Sikan ka nangnangonon to ~at~ no konb og-ugc~ 
. ' to baloy su gust~ rin no oghiipanow to tano sw 

ogpamintik to mango manukmanuk su kandin no ogko-

\ ' ' onon woy ware duma no ogkaka-on din dio to tano 
\ ' woy waro duma rin ro ogriipanow to tano. 

\ 
Sikan do ian ka kanak no nangnangonon to bato. 
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Boi no Manggianak 

So-ini ka nangnangonon to bbi no manggianak. 

So-i anak to boi, darua on woy mamatoy ka asawa 

rin. Ka sagboka no anak din, oglangkob pad ian woy 

ka dangob no kakoy, ogkato-u on atag oghipanow. 

" Ungod ogsingowgow ka mongo b~to su ogpamitow to 

. ' ' amoy ran ko mania to waro ogkito-on dan su ogkoima 

sikandan to duma ran no du-on atag amoy ran. Sikan 

ian ka ungod ogsinogow ka mongo bate su ogpammitow 

to amoy ran. Ko og-ins6 ka bat~ to inoy ran, kono 

ognangon ka inoy ran su ogkaallok ko ogsinogow ka 

' boi ko og-inso-on to mango anak din su kagi rin kuo 

' to anak din, 11 Wara a mataga ko hondo-i ka amoy now. 

Sika~ d~ ian. ka ignangon to boi to anak din no og-

. ' inso kandin. 

Hantod to nigdakol ka anak din woy rin nangoni 

to namatoy on ka asawa rin. 

Sikan do ka nangnangonon ku to boi no manggi-

anak. 

16 



' ' ' Kagi to balubato, "Ware a mabo!u. Manic to 

~gkabo!u a koykow to sulod ku man sikoykow? 

So-ini ka Nangnangonon to Darua no Balubato 

.... ' Kagi to sagboka no balubato kuo to duma rin, 11 Ura, 

koykow bag ka ogpanarok su ogpaluan a bag.@ 

Kagi to bal !.!bate no dangob, "Manic to kanak 
.... 

d o k a o gs a 1 i g a n r1 u t o t i b o k i ma n du - on b o ! ad 111 

"A," kagi to oangob no balubato, "Angkuan 

ad ogso-ip· koykow ko ogkaboloy kad ka ogtarok.@ 
\ 

Nokay kaman no kagi to dangob no balubato, 

"Agpas ka ka ogtarok su ogko-umaan ki to uran 

way og-uranan ki kai to banka. 11 Kagi to dangob no 

balubat~ kuo to duma rin, 11 So-ip ka pa kun su 

inat to naboloy ad ian lagboy. 11 
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ognangori tc, 

duma nu no konad ian ogbabali ka og-umawon nu su 

ogpabongolbongol on; kaku to ogpata~okon nu, woy 

' ogkaallok ko ogpakatinugpu dio to woig. Nokoy 

kaman no ma tag ian to nigdatong kow dio to kaniu 

no baloy no warad ian makabu1i£ ka du ma nu to 

nigtarok to bangka.) 

Ogkabolu on poron ka dangob ' di no balubato 
\ ' nigpogongan din do SU k a g i r in , "Kono ku cg-ogotan 

su sulod ku ro sikan. 

' Nokoy kaman no kagi to balubato, "Ura, logsad 

' kad su oghondio kid to bal_oy ta." Kagi to dangob 

' ' no ba!ubato kuo to duma ri n, "Ura, nabolu ka bua 

no war~ a nigbulig koykow to nigtarok?" Kagi 
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Monge Boi 

So-ini ka nangnangonon to no-onlin no mgo boi 

no nanitinda to mango gulayon. 

Du-on sagboka no boi no nakabayo to no-olin no 
.. 

·mongo boi no nanitinda to mgo gulayon. Di so-i boi 

\ 
no sagboka, waro mataga to ogkagulay ka intinda to 

sika mongo boi • 

. Kagi to goinawa rin, "Ogbobo!_i a poron ko 

nataga a ko nokoy sikan so igpabo!_i ran to mongo 

OtOIN.
11 

' Nokoy kaman no kagi to s o-i boi, "Og-insa a pad 

to so-i tagtu-un ko nokoy so-in igpabo!_i rin to 

' mongo otow," woy kagi rin, "Waro a mataga ko pi!_a 

so-i salapi ku su kona a ogkato-u ogpi tow to sa!_api 

su'war~ a mako-iskuila." 

Nokoy kaman no kagi to so-i boi, ''Og-insa a pad 

ko pila so-i salapi ku to so-i ogkato-u ogso-ol to 

' salapi." Kagi.rin kuo to so-i boi no nigbantoy to 
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gu!_ayon, "Pitowi a kun tc so-i sa~api ku ko pi!_a 

so-ini?" 

(Sikan do ian ka nakagi nu no nigngingisian 

k_ad •to mongo boi no nigban toy to tindaan1.) Kagi 

' ' ' ran kuo kandin, "Manio kono ka ogkato-u ogso-ol to 

' ... 
sa!_api ?" nig-inso ka mongo boi kandin. Woy nigtabak 

sikandin to· nigkagi to, "Mani~? Ogkato-u ka ogbasa 
\ 

ko kono ka ogpoko-iskuila?" 

Sikan ian ka inat nabolu on ka boi su 

ni~gingisian to to mongo boi, woy ka mongo boi, inat 

to naallok on sikandan su lagboy nabolu ka boi no 

'\ 
kono ogkato-u ogpitow to sa!api. 
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' Woy nig-awo on ka boi no nabolu su kakuo to 

ogpokohimatoy sikandin to otow, woy konon gustu rin 

to ogpasa~o to punu-an to Magbobo-ot. 

boi. 

Sikan do ka nangnangonon ku to no-olin no mongo 

\ 
Da!_aga no Datu 

'\ 
Du-on sugi lcr .. on ku to da!_aga no da ":·..: or:. ian 

,;,.agboy. 

Kac;i to calaga Rue tc sikan hibatc-or'\ d.:n, 

' "D~-on igsugu ku koykow ko ogsugui: ~a ~ua ;.;._-: 

ogbayaran ku sikoykow to sa!.api no darua no gatus. 

Kagi to so-i otow kub to sikan no da~aga, 

"Nokoy na-an ka igsugu nu kanak su ogtumanon ku. 

Agad moirap, og-aguantoon kud su warad ian sa!_api 

ku su no-ubus ka imbogoy nu kanak nokani no 

nigpoimatoy a nu to dakol no otow no ogkaallokan to 

mango sundalu. 
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Kagi to da!,aga ku~ to sika otow, "Du-on igsu~ 

ku koykow no lagboy on ian moirap." 

11 Nokoy na-an, 11 kagi to sika otow, "su oghipanow 

ad ko nokoy ka igsugti nu kanak." 

Kagi to ua!_aga I "Ogpoimatayon ku sikoykow to 

usig ku no nig-ugpo di~ to bubungan. 11 

"To!" kagi to sika otow, "Moirap poron, di 

og-antuson kud su warad ian salapi ku." 

Nokoy kaman no nighipanow man sika otow no 

nig-a!,ap din db ka tunud din su igpano to 

oghirnatayan din no otow. Kagi to goinawa to sika 

otow, "Maroyow bua ko kon~ ad og-uli dio to dalaga 

woy kon~ ad oghirnatoy to otow su lagboy rnoirap. 

Ogpa!_aguy ad agad hondo-i no tanb. Dio ad og-ugpb 

' ' oyow kono ad ogki to-on to sika dalaga no datu. " 

' Nokoy karnan no nighipanow so-i otow to waro 

ogdo!_ogan din su kagi rin, "Kon~ ad ian ogpaki ta to 

sikan no da!_aga su oghimatayan a rin ko og~ito-on a 

rin. Ian d~," kagi to goinawa rin, "kon)t ad ian 

ogpaki ta kandin. 11 
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Nokay kaman no kagi to da!aga, "Hondo-i buad 

ka otow no nigsugu ku to ogpoimatayon ku to usig 

ku?" ' Waro mataga ka dalaga to nigpa!aguy on ka otow 

no nigsugtl din dio to usig din oyow ogpoimatayon to 

usig din. 

\ 
Matag to ogka~ugoy no waro man ka otow no 

' nigsugu din. Hantod to pi~a rin no tu-id so 

ogtatagad to sika otow no nigsugu din. 

Sikan a6 ka kanak no sugilonon koykow. 
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