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18 The Grammatical Structure of Oaxaca Chontal

It may be useful to the reader to summarize here the use’ “of
the symbols in the formulas. Each tagmeme or hypertagmeme. 13‘" :
set off by spaces for ease in reading. The mathematical sy‘mbols
such as + or t do not symbolize mathematical operation, but the '-.j'".
obligatory or optional nature of the tagmeme. For this reason, -
they directly precede the tagmeme letters. The symbol ++ in-
dicates that the item following is a hypertagmeme, i. e. obligatorily
complex. The notation X:Y indicates slot:class correlation. The
symbol preceding the colon is the slot symbol; that following the
colon is the symbol for the morpheme class which fills the slot.
The symbol + means that any one of the series following it is
optional but that some item from the series must occur, and more
than one may occur. The symbol / means alternative fillers. The
items included within the parentheses are the various members of
the concomitant class of tagmemes which may occur in this syn-
tagmeme. The symbol + indicates an optional tagmeme. An op-
tional hypertagmeme is symbolized by ++. The obligatory occur-
rence of one of the concomitants is symbolized ++ to emphasize the
fact that the specific item is optional but that the occurrence of
some member of the series is obligatory. For those who may wish
to compare tagmemic notations, the symbol ++ is new, and the
notation X:Y is the same as the notation XY or the notation X (Y) for
the slot class correlation unit.

The action hypertagmeme consists of an obligatory intran-
sitive base plus an obligatory aspect margin. For discussion of
verb classes, bases, and margins, see 3.1.

The usual order of tagmemes in minimum syntagmemes is
predicate followed by concomitant, although some manifestations of
the time tagmeme may precede the predicate. The following ex-
amples are of minimum syntagmemes. The English gloss attempts
to give a free English rendering, with items necessary to good
English but not found in the Chontal cited in parentheses, and single
Chontal items rendered by several English words written with
hyphens. The tagmemic formulas in parentheses after the gloss
show the Chontal order.

Examples of Syntagmeme AA: with subject concomitant, miypa
lipékwe? Her-husband went (++A:IV +iS:DRN); with mode con-
comitant, ma’.y-pa sa So (he) went (++A:IV +{Mod:MP); with location
concomitant, miypa '3 (He) went there (-H-A IV ++L:LP); with
time concomitant, miypa wxéwili (He) went a-while-ago (++A:IV
+fT1.T1P), with quotative concomitant, maypa nia? (.Iie) went,
they-say (++A:IV ++Quot:QP); with means concomitant, miypax
?abién (He) went by-plane (++A:IV ++Me:N).
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Expanded forms of simple syntagmemes are those which contain
more than one concomitant tagmeme; complex syntagmemes are -
those which contain more than one predicate tagmeme. In the =
following examples of expanded forms of Syntagmeme AA, the con-
comitant which seems impressionistically to occur most frequently
is symbolized with ++; others are symbolized with +. A literal
rendering of the Chontal where deemed necessary is enclosed in
parentheses and a free English translation is given following it.

Examples of expanded forms of Syntagmeme AA: with time
tagmeme preceding the predicate, and subject following, xbypa
§k'wilduy layw’a (now is-creeping my-child) Now my child is creeping
(+T:Vbl ++A:IV +tS:DRN); with subject and locative concomitants
following the predicate, xdgiupa linkwa elkéofi? (arose the-fire
the-cookpot) Steam came up from the cookpot (++A:IV ++S:DN
+L:DN); with mode and subject concomitants preceding the predicate,
tdwax mddo yank' péosoddy? (other way we bathe) We bathe a
different way (+tMod:[+MN +N] +5:Pr ++A:IV); with locatives
preceding and following, 1'4 mdypa ldufia There (he) went to-the-
patio (+L:LP ++A:IV ++L:DN); with mode and quotative precedmg,
and time followmg, plus an interpolated exclamation, ténxl'e nia
w'agbxmaa, xtGu, §i3pa Thus it-is-said (she) customarily-did, oh,
for-a-long-time (++Mod MP +Quot QP ++A:IV +Excl:EP +Ti:Vbl).

Complex forms of Syntagmeme AA include expansions of simple
tagmernes by means of subordinate clauses; or other additional
subordinate clauses, not expansions of simple tagmemes; or addi-
tional predicate tagmemes. Where subordinate clauses are included,
their constituent tagmemes are indicated in brackets following the
tagmeme notation for the slot plus clause filler. Note the following
examples in which the time tagmeme is expanded by means of a
subordinate clause: ¥ék’ sa kwayfidita, x6xkémpa When, then, (he)
arrived, he cned-agam (++Ti:TiCl [+Intro TiP +Mod:MP ++A:IV]
++A:IV); lipug1 pira tigif'ma eltiwax miyo, x6ypa Céepa lakulwé ?
(the-nlght for will-dawn the-first May, now went the-men) The
night before the first of May, the men went (+Ti: [+DN +Cl
(+Intro:PP ++A:IV +i-S [+DN +N])] +Ti:Vbl ++A:IV ++S:DNP1).
Example with expanded locative tagmeme: fi%ixmdane nda sal'é
xiape miyay kokéwa ? &ifotdyydy? (right-here it-is-said this where
they-say Kokowa ? they-enter) They enter right here where they call
it Kokowa? (++L:LP +Quot:QP +tRef:Pr +L:LCl [+Intro:LP ++AG:TV
+-_};G N] ++A:IV). Example with subordinate purpose clause: kiada
méypa pangay wxéra pira wi?me elréy, pd®ma kon tédo lisdns
Every afternoon they-sit outside in-order-that they-see the-king,
(he) comes with all h:l.s-BeoEle (+Ti [+MP +N] ++A:IV +L:LP
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+Purp:PCl [+Intro:PP ++AG:TV +G:DN] ++A:IV tMod:[+CP {MN .
+DRN]). Examples with additional predicates occur with two types
of intonation contours. If the action of the various predicates is *
more or less simultaneous, the final predicate occurs with normal
statement intonation. If, however, the predicates are viewed as
action occurring in sequence, the prefinal predicate has a special
type of nonfinal intonation and the final predicate has a mid pitch

on the penultimate syllable and low pitch on the final syllable.
Example of simultaneous action with predicate tagmemes: entdnses
pitki pitki lansdfiyd? &dolYiduttupa? Spfduydy? x6f'kiydy? So all,
all the-people, they-got-up, they-were-sniffing, they-were-smelling

(+Mod:MP ++S:[+RedupMN +DNP1] ++A:IV ++A:IV ++A:IV).
Example of sequential action with predicate tagmemes: t¥{ixpe
34k'épa, Smagdpa There (he) lay-down-to-rest, (he) slept (++L:LP
++A:IV ++A:IV).

1.1. 2. Syntagmeme AG, Affirmation of Action toward Goal, is
symbolized by the following tagmemic formula: ++AG:TV +Conc
(¥S:N/DN/DRN/Pr +Mod:MP +L:LP/LN/DN° +Ti:TiP/N/Vbl
+Quot:QP +Me:N +G:N/DN), to be read, “obligatory predicate
hypertagmeme consisting of action-toward-goal slot filled by
transitive verb, plus obligatory concomitant tagmeme consisting of
either subject slot filled by noun, definitive noun, definitive rel-
ational noun, or pronoun; or mode slot filled by modal particle; or
location slot filled by locative particle, locative noun, or definitive
noun; or time slot filled by temporal particle, noun, or verbal; or
quotative slot filled by quotative particle; or means slot filled by
noun; or goal slot filled by noun, or definitive noun.” It will be
noted that the concomitant list here is the same as that for Syn-
tagmeme AA, but with the addition of a goal tagmeme which can
occur with AG, but cannot occur with AA.

The action-toward-goal hypertagmeme consists of an obligatory
base made up of a transitive verb stem plus or minus modal affixes,
plus an obligatory margin made up of an aspect suffix plus a person
marker affix for all persons except third person singular. Thus,
the predicate hypertagmemes for syntagmemes AA and AG differ
both as to base (AA: intransitive base; AG: transitive base), and
as to margin (AA: aspect margin only; AG: aspect and person - ‘
marker margin in non-third-singular forms). The person marker
margin indicates goal when it occurs with transitive verb base.

Syntagmeme AG further differs from AA in that a concomitant
goal tagmeme can occur with AG but cannot occur with AA. The -
goal tagmeme is not obligatory with syntagmeme AG since the -
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and by the person marker margin. Although the person marker {"‘;‘"i S
margin is a minus feature for third person singular goal, the facth
that the goal is normally identified in some fashion in the larger T} o
linguistic or nonlinguistic context, plus the fact that the predica_ite Wl

is manifested only by a transitive verb is usually sufficient to
identify this syntagmeme even when the third person goal is not
overtly marked.

I have chosen to consider the third person singular as a minus
feature in the person marker affix series, and thus set up the
formula for transitive margin as +TMargin: (+Asp +[+PMa'fnon3,s
/~PMaf3s]), to be read, “obligatory tagmeme consisting of tran-
sitive margin slot filled by obligatory aspect suffix plus obligatory
person marker affix in non-third-singular, or minus person marker
affix in third person singular.” It has seemed to me to be truer to
the empirical data to set up an obligatory minus feature and state
it as such than to set up a zero third person marker as a member
of the person marker affix series. Setting up zero would make for
a simpler formula (i.e., +TMargin:[+Asp +PMaf]) but would
obscure the fact that there is no overt third person singular affix,
and would still make it necessary for clarity in some of the examples
to indicate that the obligatory person marker in such cases was
actually a zero. The alternative used by Aschmann and Wonderly
for Totonac (LJAL 18.130-45) of considering third person singular
an implicit category also appears not to fit the Chontal data. Hence,
presenting it as a minus feature seems in my estimation to avoid a
number of problems, and to present more clearly the actual struc-
ture of Chontal. _

Examples of Syntagmeme AG with person marker in the margin:
with subject concomitant, tYém'o milYa (will-bite-you dog) A dog
will bite you (++AG:TV+[ = +TBase +TMargin (+Asp +2PMaf)]*
+15:N); with locative concomitant, pénk’ipénga mix?éex (They)
tied-us to-a-tree (++AG:TV+ ++L:LN); with time concomitant,
m9;5;p6—ng—;—£§"i:‘ie (They) came-and-deceived-us last-night
(++AG:TV+ +tTi:N); with means concomitant, tkéfkispa apdasi fpa
(Me-[he]-rubbed holy flower) He rubbed me with sacred flowers
(++AG:TV+ +iMe:[tMN +NJ; Twith goal concomitant, pilyaygila
law’4y ? (He) embraces-them the-children (++AG:TV+ ++G:DNP1).

Exarn_ples of Syntagmeme AG with minus person marker in the
margin: with subject concomitant, 8ffiydy linsafiyi? (were-seeing-
[it] the-people) The people saw it (++AG:TV-[ = +TBase +TMargin
(+Asp -PMaf)] +1S:DNPIl); with locative concomitant, xolaf'kiytYa
maxxé?e (_I:I_g) will-note-(it)-down on-paper (++AG:TV- ++L:LN);
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with time concomitant, &f€a pitiapi? Now they-have-killed- (him)
(+#Ti:TiP ++AG:TV-); with means concomitant, tYamm'{Spa apfx
(They) knocked- (him)-down with-_a_— stone (++AG:TV- ++Me:N);
with goal concomitant, waf'kiSpa 1ilewd? (He) went-and-picked-
up the-gourd (++AG:TV- ++G:DN); tYd%yuy liw'a (She) is-nursing
her-child (++AG:TV- ++G:DRN). Note that if the glottal stop were
removed from the last example, the form would be tYayuy liw'a
Her-child is-nursing, and the formula then would be ++A:IV +1S:
DRN. |

Expanded forms of Syntagmeme AG with person marker in the
Mmargin: with subject and time concomitants, twatkuy gé lipigi®
(me-stays-with this-one the-night) This person stays with me
nights (++AG:TV+ ++S:Pr tTi:DN); with subject and locative
concomitants, timpénga binku latm'i&{? (hit-us bench our-feet)

A bench hit us on our feet (++AG:TV+ ++S:N tL:DRNP1); with
means and subject concomitants, kélm'o a”?dy elbdrru (will-bite-
you teeth the-burro) The burro will bite yoﬁ with his teeth (++AG:TV4
+Me:N +i—§-DN); with subject, goal and ltﬁ.tf{r-;cacomitants,
kintola ya laypime 1'4 (will-leave-them I my-plates there) I will
leave my plates there (++AG:TV+ ++S:Pr +G:DRN +L:LP).

Expanded forms of Syntagmeme AG with minus person marker
in the margin: with goal and subject concomitants, pic¢'kixnawa
likamfsa lydw'a mul¥y (is chewing-stupidly his-shirt the-little boy)
The little boy is stupidly chewing on his shirt (++AG:TV- ++G:DRN
tS:[tDN +N]); with goal and locative concomitants, pék'éyyuy lipa
liwxax (She) is-putting the-flower in-her-hair (++AG:TV- ++G:DN
-_l-L:DN);-—w—ith time and locative concomitants preceding the predicate,
ﬁé'ylyoxmék' xpe §ifiydy? Daily there they-see-(him) (++Ti: Vbl
1L:LP ++AG:TV-); with subject, means and goal concornitants,
xdc'epd ya apix layfidw'a amiane (crushed I stone my-little hand)
Icrushed my finger with a stone (++AG:TV- +t1S:Pr iMe:N +G:
[tDRN +N]); with subject, goal, and locative concomitants,
Pinsm'ip ya layw's maywali Mounted I my-child on-a-horse
t+AG:TV- ++S:Pr +G:DRN +L:LN).

Complex forms of Syntagmeme AG are similar to those of AA.
Example with subordinate clause filling time slot, and with double
predicate: ga laypépo el3unka, kida ima nafiyéoda, wxéeduy nia
ték'mé? (this my-younger-sibling the-youngest, each you may-pass-
.-waants-[;:.g] it-is-said will-marry-you) This youngest sister of
- mine, every time You pass by, she says she wants to marry you

"0 (£S:[+Pr +DRN $DN] $Ti:TiCl [+Intro:N £S:Py ++A:IV] ++AG:TV-

"i "'Ji"Qiidt:QP ++AG:TV+). Further example with time clause:
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13y&8opdnga 1€k’ yan aw'dy ? (She) had-us when we (were) children’
(++AG:TV+ ++Ti:TiCl [+Intro:TiP "+S:Pr +1d: Npl]) "Example w1th e
purpose clause: tY¥fisal'é x6%om’a elmélVu pira pi™nam’a 8'{? 7 :
Thus (they) call the-money so-that (it) will-come Just-hke-that iE
(+Mod:MP ++AG:TV- ++G:DN +Purp:PCl [+Intro:PP ++A:IV
+Mod:MP]). Example with if clause, purpose clause, and with
double pred:cate' x6ofa ?aygipa hilYi lapdyxfia, ?éepa borrico,
lydm’'a para pﬂ:tya'? (if comes one the-mountain-person, [they]
make-[him] drunk, take-[him] for ["c_ll_eiy] will-go-kill-[him]) If a
mountain person comes along, they make him drunk and take him
off to kill him (+If:IfCl [+Intro:IP ++A:IV 1S:[*N +DN] ++AG:TV-
+G:N ++AG:TV- +Purp:PCl [+Intro:PP ++AG:TV-]).

Examples with additional predicates with simultaneous or
identical action, syémpre 1Yéf’pa law'a, 1Yéf'kaleps elté?asins
(still [he] took the-child, took-it the-elder -person) He still took the
child, the devil took it (+Moa: MP ++AG:TV- ++G:DN ++AG:TV-
++S:DN); with sequent1a1 action, pdypa dm’'a karréra, péf'kuy lydkwe
bélsa, xSy?kuy lipékwe? (She) went-out it-seems very-fast, (she)
picked-up the-big bag, (she) called her-husband (++A:IV +Mod:MP
++Mod MP ++AG:TV- ++G:[+DN +N] ++AG:TV- ++G: DRN),
panxpa max?asyénto, piiipa lanydwi? (He) sat-down on-the-chair,
(P_e) took the-keys (++A:IV ++L:LN ++AG:TV- ++G: DNPI).

1.1.3. Syntagmeme ARec, Affirmation of Action toward Re-
cipient, is symbolized by the following tagmemic formula: ++AR:RV
+Conc (¥S:N/DN/Pr +Mod:MP +L:LP/LN/DN +Ti:TiP/N/Vbl
+Quot:QP +Me:N +[+G:N/DN]/-G 1R:DN/N), to be read, “ob-
ligatory predicate hypertagmeme consisting of action-toward-re-
cipient slot filled by recipient verb, plus obligatory concomitant
tagmeme consisting of either subject slot filled by noun, definitive
noun, or pronoun; or mode slot filled by modal particle; or location

- slot filled by locative particle, locative noun, or definitive noun; or

time slot filled by temporal particle, noun, or verbal; or quotative
slot filled by quotative particle; or means slot filled by noun; or
goal slot filled by noun or definitive noun (if the recipient verb is of
subclass 1), or minus goal (if the recipient verb is of subclass 2);
or recipient slot filled by noun or definitive noun. ” It will be noted
that this is the same concomitant list as that given for Syntagmemes
AA and AG, with the addition of a recipient tagmeme which does
not occur with the other two syntagmemes.

The action-toward-recipient hypertagmeme consists of an
obligatory base made up of a recipient verb stem, plus an obligatory
margin made up of an aspect suffix, plus a person-marker affix
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for all recipient persons except third person singular. The re-
cipient base is of one of two subclasses, one of which can occur
with a goal concomitant in the syntagmeme, the other of which
cannot. The recipient margin is morphemically the same as that
which occurs with transitive base; the difference is that with re-
cipient base, the person marker margin indicates recipient rather
than goal.

An alternate analysis of what are here called recipient stems
would be to consider them subclasses of transitive and intransitive
stems respectively, on the basis of their meaning and of the optional
occurrence or obligatory absence of the goal concomitant. Since,
however, the person marker affix class does not otherwise occur
with intransitive stems, and since these stems all indicate action
toward recipient, they have been analyzed as a single class with
two subclasses. The subclass with which a goal concomitant can
occur is called RV1, and that with which goal cannot occur is called
RV2.

Examples of Syntagmeme ARec with RVl base and person marker
margin manifesting the predicate hypertagmeme: with subject con-
comitant, {piypa layfidana (me-gave my-mother) My mother gave
it to me (++AR:RV1+ [ = +RBase +RMargin (+Asp +1PMaf)]
++S DRN), with time concomitant precedmg the pred1cate, Eiéf’

concomitant, paypola pitki Iansanyu" ([he] gave-to-them all the~
people) He gave (it) to all the people (++AR:RV1+ ++R [-I-N +DNP1]).
Examples with RVl base and minus person marker margin:
with goal concomitant, pic'ifiepa lifieskit (She) made-for-(him) his-
tortilla (++AR:RV1- ++G:DRN); with recipient concomitant, fidy ?kay
lipekwé'? They-tell- (i_t)-tﬁ- (him) her-husband (++AR:RV1- ++R:DRN).
Examples with RV2 base and person marker margin: with
subject concomitant, wél'kinga laln'at (1s-rottmg-away-for-us our
nose) Our noses are rotting away on us (from so much catarrh)
(++AR:RV2+ +15:DRN); with time ‘concomitant preceding the pred-
icate, xdypa & mcuxpola’? Now it-got-dark-for -them (++Ti:Vbl
++AR:RV2+). No examples have been noted with minus person

.. marker.,. -

. Expanded forms of Syntagmeme ARec: with goal and recipient

RS feon.comitants, kin'espa itewxd lifiekwé? (She) left-for-(him) his-

dinner (for) her-lover (++AR:RV1- ++G:RN +R:DRN); with time

':r.-lr?."jconcomitant preceding the predicate, and recipient and goal following

: (note that this example is an expansion of the preceding with the

o B R e g ey s R
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order of goal and recipient reversed), mdygi mdygi kin'espa *
lifiekwé itewxi? (morrow morrow [she] left-for-[him] her-lover . .
his-dinner) Every day she left her lover his dinner (+Ti: [RedupN]
++AR:RV1- +R:DRN ++G:RN); with subJect and recipient con- ..
comitants, tiy?ipdla ya lifidske ontaw’e? (Will-gi g__e-to-them— g
[food] I the-offspring perverse) I will give food to these sons of
Eerversq:_y (++AR:RV1l+ ++S:Pr +R DRN +Ref: N), with time con-
comitant preceding the predicate, and sub_]ect, means, recipient,
and goal concomitants following, &i€a pdy ?impd ima plémo liyw’a
liwxdx (now broke-for-(him) you lead my-child his-head) Now you
have broken my child’s head for him with a piece of lead (tTi:TiP
++AR:RVl1- ++S Pr i+Me:N +R DRN +G: DRN), with rec1p1ent and
subject concomitants, poypénga yan lafoylyo (came-out-on-us we
the-wrinkles) Wrinkles came out on us (++AR: RV2+ +R:Pr +S:DN).
Tt will be noted above that the order of goal and recipient may
be reversed. This appears to be possible where the sense is clear,
that is, where goal represents an item, and recipient a person. In
other cases, even though the sense seems fairly clear, the pre-
ferred order seems to be goal preceding recipient. Note the following
examples: ?é&eday guftyfiﬁe 1itmélYu (they-make name their-money)
They christen their money (++AR:RV1- ++G:N fR:DRN); ?é&enala
li¥pifki lufkwénlay ? (makes-them their-health the-sick-ones) He
makes the sick ones well (++AR:RV1+ ++G:DRN {R:DRN). Another
method of handling the problem of goal versus recipient is to use
two different verbs. Thus a clause consisting of transitive verb
plus goal will occur, followed by a clause consisting of recipient
verb plus recipient: kipa elmélYu, pdypa liw'd (He) gave the-money,
(he) gave-(1t)-to his-son (++AG:TV- +{G:DN  ++AR:RV1- +iR:DRN).
Complex forms of S Syntagmeme ARec: with complex subordinate
clause manifesting the location tagmeme, kin'espdla xiape fioygo¥énna
itkwiana ((he] went-to-leave~ [it]-for-them where they-lay they-had-
sickness) He went to , leave it for them where they lay ill (++AR:RV1+
++L:LCl1 [+Intro LP ++Q:StV ++Re1 RN); with subordinate clause
expanding the goal tagmeme, laym'’ 4 ima low'a xdage té ?a empinxda
(me-will-gwe you your-child which first may-be-born) You will give
me your firstborn child (++AR:RV1+ +S:Pr ++G:[+DRN +SubCl
(+Intro:Pr +Ti:N ++SubProc:SPV)]); ‘with subordinate clause man-
ifesting the time tagmeme, ¥ék’ ya pasydna mik'fmm’6? When I
make (1t) (I) will-show-you (++Ti:TiCl [+Intro:TiP +S: Pr
++SubAG: TBa.se] ++AR:RV1+).

1.1.4. Syntagmeme AP, Affirmation of Process, is symbolized
by the following tagmemic formula: ++Proc:PV +Conc (¥S: N/DN/Pr
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+Mod:MP #L:LP/LN/DN +Ti:TiP/N/Vbl $Quot:QP tMe:N), to
be read, “obligatory predicate hypertagmeme consisting of process
slot filled by process verb, plus obligatory concomitant tagmeme
consisting of either subject slot filled by noun, definitive noun, or
pronoun; or mode slot filled by modal particle; or location slot
filled by locative particle, locative noun, or definitive noun; or
time slot filled by temporal particle, noun, or verbal; or quotative
slot filled by quotative particle; or means slot filled by noun.”

The process hypertagmeme consists of an obligatory base
made up of a process verb stem, plus an obligatory margin made
up of an aspect suffix plus a person marker affix for all persons
except third person singular. The person marker margin is
manifested by the same class of morphemes which indicates goal
with syntagmeme AG and recipient with ARec, but here it indicates
subject.

It might be argued that since the morpheme class of person
markers is the same in each case, it should be assumed that it
indicates the same relation, or has the same function. Indeed, for
a long time, I assumed that the person markers indicated only
‘object,’ and had them so labeled in the file. But then it became
evident that transitive and recipient verbs constituted different
classes, and that the person marker series had different referents
in the nonlinguistic and external linguistic contexts according to the
class of the verb with which they occurred. Further, expanded
forms of the syntagmemes in which they occurred differed. A
transitive syntagmeme might contain one tagmeme which had the
same referent as the person marker on the verb, and another
tagmeme which had a different referent from the person marker.

A recipient syntagmeme might contain a third tagmeme still differ-
ent in referent from the person marker. In other words, a tran-

. sitive verb may occur along with tagmemes indicating goal and

" subject; a recipient verb may occur along with tagmemes indicating
recipient, goal and subject (or just recipient and subject, if the

. verb is RV2). But in addition there is a third class of verbs in which

.- the only external referent is the same as the person marker. This

m1ght be construed to be ‘object’ rather than subject. In some cases,

.--.the relation seems to be comparable to that of Enghsh passive verbs

' »and theu' ‘goal as subject' relation. But even in these, it is closer N
to the relation of ‘goal as subject,’ than to that of ‘goal with different
subject, ' and with some verbs it appears to be that of ‘actor as

: subJect * . Furthermore, this would be the only type of predicate

o that could not occur with subject, whereas many do not occur with
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Hence, I have concluded that these verbs, which I here cal}é—é H
PROCESS verbs, are a different class, and that the person marker .. -
margin, when it occurs with them expresses the relation of ,8ubject +
rather than goal or object. A parallel to the different function N
(and hence different included tagmemes) of the person mark‘e:,;-:.-;;-,_.gf F
series with the different classes of verbs may be seen if we com-.
pPare minimum examples of the different syntagmemes in which .,
these verbs (base plus margin) occur. In each case, I choose a i
representative verb as predicate, and include with it the same noun
as manifesting a concomitant tagmeme. Ly

képa law'a Spoke the-child (++A:IV ++S:DN).

kipa law’s (He) gave-up the-child (++AG:TV- ++G:DN).
paypa law'i (He) gave-(it)-to the-child (++AR:RV1- ++R:DN).
panxta law'd Was-born the-child (++Proc:PVa ++S:DN).

If we expand each of these syntagmemes, we find a number of
differences. The first may be expanded by adding a time or location
or modal tagmeme, but not by adding goal or recipient. We may
say, képa 1'4 law'4 The child spoke there; or ¢i¢a kdpa law’'s Now
the child spoke; or we may change to a plural form and say, l'_:_62_§.
law'ay? The children spoke. The second may be expanded by ad-
ding a subject: lakwé kipa law'4 The-man gave-up the~hild; or we
may take the noun child as subject and add a different goal: kiipa
law’4 lipwdla The c-mgave up his horse; in any case, both goal
and subject are possible of inclusion in an expanded form. If we
change the minimum form to plural, we find kipola law’ay? (He)
gave-them-up, (i.e.) the-children. The third may be expanded by
adding both subject and goal: pdypa ya ipitG&'ki law’s Gave I candy
(to) the-child. If we change the minimum form to the plural we find
péypola law'ay? (He) gave-(it)-to-them, the-children. Finally, we
find that the expansions possible for the fourth syntagmeme are com-
pParable to those for the first: we may say panxta 1'4 law'Z The
child was born there; or ¢ica pinxta law’'d Just now the child was
born; or we may change to a plural form, in which case the dif-
ference between AA and AP is seen more clearly, for the plural of
this last form is pinxtola law'ay? The children were born, whereas
the plural of the AA example is képa ? law'ay? The children spoke.

Thus, it seems to me that the function borne by the person
marker affixes is the same on an internal level as that of the goal,
recipient and subject tagmemes on an external level. Thus, one of
the values of the tagmemic system is pointed up. The morphemic
meaning of this series of affixes is person, just as the meaning of
the morpheme aw's is child, but the tagmemic meaning is that of
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goal or recipient or subject, according to the class of verb with
which it occurs. Simply to list the distribution of the stems and
affixes does not show the actual system of the language as it is
used for purposes of communication by its speakers. We must, to
understand the language system as communicative behavior by
members of the society, be able to identify the nonlinguistic re-
ferents of the linguistic signals. This, Ifeel, tagmemics assists
in doing. The morphemic identity and tagmemic diversity of these
forms show clearly the differentiation of form and function, while
the tagmeme unit presents a form-meaning~function correlation as
a unified whole, not as a linguistic abstraction, but tied to the em-
pirical data by means of the physical manifestation of the morphemes
themselves.

"Examples of Syntagmeme AP with person marker in the margin:
with time concomitant preceding the predicate, ¢i€a tkéntixnapa
Now I-have-become-heavy (+1Ti:TiP ++Proc:PV+); with locative
concomitant, 1inapénga f4%a We-have-taken-root here (++Proc: PV+
++L: LP); with subject concom1tant, hiupola lan ?anima? (_g__ig-a__y
the-animals) The animals got away (++Proc:PV+ ++S:DNP1); with
means concomitant, ¥sdxta anitya I-got-tired by-writing (++Proc:
PV+ ++Me:N).

Examples of Syntagmeme AP with minus person marker in the
margin: with time concomitant preceding the predicate, x4ypa
xalpa Now (it) has~-gotten-dry (++Ti:Vbl ++Proc:PV-); with locative
concomitant, xik'pa miikimulYe ? (He) dived into-the-depths
(++Proc:PV- ++L:LN); with means concomitant, mifk{Spa sit¥a
(he) is-trembling with-cold (++Proc:PV- ++Me: N), with subject
concorn1tant, 1Yapa lay ?2éex (took-root __Y-tree) My tree took root
(++Proc:PV- ++S:DRN).

Examples of expanded forms of Syntagmeme AP: with time
and subject concomitants preceding the predicate, x6ypa ima téxpo?
Now you are-grown~-up (+tTi:Vbl S:Pr ++Proc: PV+); with mode,
quotatwe. and subject concomitants preceding the predicate, piro
nfa lansdfiyi? meésm’ola? (only it-is-said the-people went-bad-
they) They say the people were completely wicked (+tMod: MP
+Quot‘QP +45: DNPl ++Proc:PV+); with mode, time and subject
- concomitants following the predicate, pifkémm’a c’ée &isa elkwéna

5 bﬁka (will-give~birth-again new now the-other cow) Soon now the
" other cow will give birth (++Proc:PV- iMod:MP +Ti:TiP ++S

7. [{DN +N]); with mode, subject and quality concomitants, nac ‘axkém-

..-'pé 4m’'a sd imax ténto (go-beyond-stupidly-again-you perhaps
S 80 you stupid) You are about the stupidest thing that ever was!
(++Proc:PV+ iMod:MP +iMod:MP +S:Pr +Q:N).

L e e
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Examples of complex forms of Syntagmeme AP: with sub~ St
ordinate clause manifesting the time tagmeme, péro kwiygota, «vg - - -
x6ypa lakdn'o pifkuy But (when he) arrived, already the-woman wa.s-_'}’:
giving-birth (tIntro:IP ++SubA:IV ++Ti:Vbl +S:DN -H-Proc‘PV-),
t¥éxpa lakin'o, tYéconawi (gets-old the-woman, gets-sick) W’hen a .
woman gets old, she begins to get sick all the time (++Ti:TiCl -
[++Proc:PV- ++S DN] ++Proc: PV-), with subordinate If cla.use as’
concomitant, xéo¥a x3 ?&i ?6yfi’eddgu® mim'ols? (if not they-might-
follow-custom will-die~they) If they do not follow “the custom, they
will die (++If:IfCl1 [+Intro:IP +Neg NP ++SubA:SIV] ++Proc:PV+);
with coordinate predicates, pi?pa yan, kéf'kinga korixe (come we,
are-boiling-we wrath) (Here) we come, boiling mad! (++A v .
++S:PR ++Proc:PV+ ++Me:N); Cifotaym'&? pérke pdylugila? They-
enter because they-are-afraid (++A:IV +Con:CP ++Proc: PV+).

‘ﬁ-il

1.1.5. Syntagmeme ARA, Affirmation of Reflexive Action,
is symbohzed by the following tagmemic formula: ++ReflA:ReflV
+Conc (+S:N/DN/RN/Pr +L:LP/LN/DN #Quot:QP +Mod:MP +Ti:
TiP/N +Me:N +G:N/DN/Pr), to be read, obhgatory predicate
hypertagmeme consisting of reflexive action slot filled by reflexive
verb, plus obligatory concomitant tagmeme consisting of either
subject slot filled by noun, definitive noun, relational noun, or
pronoun; or location slot filled by locative particle, locative
noun, or definitive noun; or quotative slot filled by quotative par-
ticle; or mode slot filled by modal particle; or time slot filled by
temporal particle or noun; or means slot filled by noun; or goal
slot filled by noun, definitive noun or pronoun.”

The reflexive action hypertagmeme is manifested by a hyper-
morpheme made up of obligatory verb base plus obligatory reflexive
margin. The verb base is usually transitive but may be intransitive.
The reflexive margin consists of aspect suffix plus reflexive suffix.

. Examples of simple and expanded Syntagmeme ARA with
intransitive base: with subject concomitant, w'dposi itYuw3 ?
(walked-self his-otherness) He walked all by himself (++ReflA:
ReflIV ++S:RN); with transitive base: with subject concomitant,
k'émixképosi yi? (covered-self I) I covered myself (++ReflA:
ReflTV +1S:Pr); with subject and means concomitants, mélofpési
ya kon laypukwéeda (wrapped-self I with my-blanket) (++ReflA:
ReflTV ++S:Pr +Me:[+CP +DRN]); with subject, time and means
concomitants, iya réto rato ?éedesi axi? (I time t1me do-self

++ReflA:ReflTV ++Me:N).
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Note that the reflexive predicate contrasts with the process
predicate: 1pdspa I got covered up (++Proc: PV+), but pés?iposi
(ya?) (I) covered myself (++Refl:ReflTV).

1.1.6. Syntagmeme AQ, Affirmation of Quality or State, is
symbolized by the following tagmemic formula: +Q:N/VBase/StV/
NeuRt +Conc (+S:N/DN/Pr +L:LP/LN/DN +Ti:TiP/N/TiCl
+Mod:MP), to be read, “obligatory predicate tagmeme consisting of
quahty slot filled by simple noun, verb base, stative verb ( = verb
base plus stative margin) or neutral root; plus obligatory concomitant
tagmeme consisting of subject slot filled by noun, definitive noun,
or pronoun; or location slot filled by locative particle, locative
noun, or definitive noun; or time slot filled by temporal particle,
noun, or temporal clause; or mode slot filled by modal particle.”

The quality tagmeme is manifested by a simple noun, a verb
base, or a verb base plus stative margin, or a neutral root,
usually reduplicated. It will have been noted that the noun hyper-
class occurs in a variety of tagmemic slots. The noun epitma?
fever, for example, may manifest the predicate in such a syn-
tagmeme as epdlma yid? (fever I) I have a fever (+Q:N ++5:Pr);
or the means tagmeme as in minapéla piro epitma? They-died
just (from) fever (++Proc:PV+ +Mod:MP ++Me: N), or in the
definitive form may manifest the subject as in miyfiapa s{?miane
lepd¥ma? (went-_aﬁt_z at-once the-fever) The fever left at once
(++A:IV +Mod:MP ++S: DN) The verb base, however, or the
stative verb or the neutral root do not manifest other predicates
than the quality one. The different forms of the predicate could
be construed as constituting different syntagmemes, but no
feasible way of grouping them into two or three classes could be
found, and to set up four kinds of qualitative syntagmemes seemed
to be unnecessarily multiplying synonymous categories, hence the
four types of predicates are considered to occur in allosyntagmas
rather than in separate syntagmemes.

Examples of Syntagmeme AQ with noun manifesting the pred-
icate tagmeme: with subject concomitant, sanawel laxdl’ (EL_m
the-house) The house is made of palm (+Q:N +1S5:DN), iwxald line
(h:lll the-road) The road is stegp (+Q:N ++S: DN), ak'ox6 ima?
{cough you) You have a coug_l_1 (+Q:N ++5:Pr), epitma liw'a awdata
(fever the=-little girl) The little girl has a fever (+Q:N +#S:[+DN
+N]). with locative concomitant, awxac' saxpe (blood there) There
o is blood there (+Q:N ++L:LP).

Examples of Syntagmeme AQ with verb base manifesting the
~ predicate tagmeme: with subject concomitant, paylYo lapdalYu




(go-around the-messenger) The messenger is wandering’ aroundi
(+Q:IB ++S:DN); %antif'ifia layw'a (limp my-child) My child has a >,
limp (walks limping) (+Q:IB ++S:DRN); with locative concomitant,’
k'émxmay 1'4 (set there) (My hen) is set there (+Q:IB ++L:LP). R

Examples of Syntagmeme AQ with stative verb manifesting 2t
the predicate tagmeme: with subject concomitant, pénxa lemi?a’'!+"
(lowering the~-sky) The sky looks threatening (++Q:StV ++S:DN),® i
kdsingoténna lanmilYyi? (standing-leaning the-boys) The boys are =
standing leaning (against something) (++Q:StV +#S:DNP1), palgodik’’
lansdnnd? (shining the-stars) The stars are bright (++Q:StV R
++S:DNP1); with locative concomitant, fidk'o¥énna déntro (are-~
located inside) They are inside (++Q:StV +iL:LP), tye ?4uyak’
lamic’® (fallen the-ground) (It) has fallen to the ground (++Q:StV
+1L:DN); &'dngodik’ sixpe (It is) wet there (++Q:StV ++L:LP).

Most examples of Syntag.;neme AQ with neutral root manifesting
the predicate tagmeme are expanded rather than simple ones, and
usually the root is reduplicated: til til (bright bright) It is very
bright (cf. tilay-shine [intransitive stem]). One example has been
noted of neutral z:_c;a:—manifesting the predicate with time con-
comitant: gélof s{?miane (swell-up right-away) It swelled up right
away (cf. golofko- swell-up) (+Q:NeuRt ++Ti:TP). |

Examples of expanded forms of Syntagmeme AQ: with subject
and locative concomitants preceding the noun predicate, x2axne
lanmifilYe 1'ya laypfxed4? &fl¥a (which the-dogs there my-town big)
The dogs there in my town are big (++S:[+Pr +DNPI1] +L:LP
+L:DRN +Q:N); with mode, quotative, subject, and locative con-
comitants following the noun predicate, kdlof sa nia liwxdx ?asta
lamic’ (long so it-is-said her-hair until the-ground) Her hair was
80 long it touched the ground, so they say (+Q:N +Mod:MP +Quot:
QP ++S:DRN +L:[+IP +DN]); with mode and subject concomitants
following the verb base predicate, kic’ s4fi'i 1i?4 (chew Just his-
face) He's mad enough to chew nails (+Q:TB ++Mod:MP +S:DRN);
with locative concomitant following the verb base predicate (in a
response sequence), w'ak’dy, fnxko xdape (He's) walking, who-
knows where (+Q:IB +L:[+ResP +LP]); with locative and subject
concomitant preceding the stative verb predicate, f4 ya pangik’
Here I (am) seated (++L:LP +S:Pr ++Q:StV). A further type of
expansion noted with this syntagmeme is by reduplication of the
predicate. This may be reduplication of a noun predicate: képe
képe liwxix (crow crow his-head) His hair is very black (+Q:RedupN
+1S:DRN), adkwe dkwe layw’4i (man man m ~-child) My son is a real

———as

man ( = very grown-up) (+Q:RedupN ++S:DRN). More often, the
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reduplication is of the verb base predicate; usually with a mode and
a subject concomitant following it: t8f t&f sdfi'i sagé lukwi? (break
break just this the~-thread) This thread just keeps breaking (+Q:Re-
dupIB ++Mod:MP 1S:[+Pr +DN]), c'ilf c'itf saf'{ linkwa (hiss l
hiss just the-fire) The fire is making a hissing noise (+Q: RedupIB
+Mod:MP ++S:DN), saf' sa4f' saa'{ laln'al'i? (sniffle sniffle just our-
noses) We really have the sniffles (+Q:RedupIB ++Mod:MP +S:DRN).

Examples of complex forms of Syntagmeme AQ: with subordinate
clause manifesting the time tagmeme, ¥ék' pe kwaytYa xdape fdlYix
?%we ?éex, tY{ixpe fiane lineediy? (when there arrived where
one big tree there three the-roads) When they arrived at a big tree,
there there were three roads (+Ti:TiCl [+Intro:TiP +L:LP ++A:IV
+L:(+LP +MN +MN +N)] +L:LP +Q:N +S:DNP1); Smiaf'idpa
waylyo miiwxdx (woke- up, moving at-his-head) When he woke up,
there was something moving at his head (+Ti:TiCl [++A: IV] +Q:IB
++L:LN).

A few examples have been noted of the quality tagmeme
manifested by verb base (usually reduplicated) in conjunction with
forms of the verbs ?ee- do and ?i-happen. Such examples do not
appear to be manifestations of the Affirmation of Quality syntagmeme
but rather of Affirmation of Action or of Action toward Goal. Some
also occur with imperative forms, and hence manifest an imperative
syntagmeme. The occurrence of the quality tagmeme, however,
as a type of expansion of the action or action toward goal predicate,
appears to add a more vivid quality to the utterance. Thus kic’
kic' ?éenapa ll4pis (chew chew did the-pencil). It really chewed
up the pencil (++AG: [+Q:ReduplB ++AG:TV-] ++G:DN) gives a
vividness lac lacking in the more prosaic kic'napa lldpis (It) chewed
up the-pencil. Similarly, ¥intdf' ¥antif' ®eeduy lawdata (Limp
limp does the-girl) The girl is really limping (++A:[+Q:ReduplIB

 ++AG:TV-] +£S:DN) is more vivid than the simple 2antif'kuy lawZata
Is-limping the-girl (++A:IV ++S:DN).

1.1.7. Syntagmeme ARel, Affirmation of Relation, is sym-
. bolized by the following tagmemic formula: ++Rel:RN +Conc (+S:
++.N/DN/Pr +L:LP/LN/DN +Quot:QP +Mod:MP +Ti:TiP/N), to be
-+ 'read, “obligatory predicate hypertagmeme consisting of relation
slot filled by relational noun, plus obligatory concomitant tagmeme
cpns:.sting of either subject slot filled by noun, definitive noun or
“¥’pronoun; or locatlon slot filled by locative particle, locative noun
v or definitive noun, or quotative slot filled by quotative particle; or
‘-'é;.'mode slot filled by ‘modal particle; or time slot filled by temporal
D ;pai-tide or noun.”




_ The relation hypertagmeme is, ma_njfested by a hy-permorpheme o
made up of an obligatory relational prefix plus an obligatory noun: :.
stem. For discussion of the various clagses of noun stems and the =
affixes which occur with them, see Cha.pter 3. ek "41 -
Examples of Syntagmeme ARel: with gubject concomitant, - : .=
itpSyxfia liidmxmdiy? (to-them-owner the-lakes) The lakes have. a.n" e
owner (++Rel:RN ++S: DNPI), aysinak' ya? (to-me-knowletig__ e)I.. R
know (++Re1:RN ++S Pr), iptafki Libia (to-her—health Lubia) Lubia o
is well (++Rel:RN +1S:N); with locative concomitant, atsdfiyd? tiwax
13do (to-us-people other side) We have relatives elsewhere (++Rel:
RN ++L°[+MN +N]); with time concom1tant preceding the predicate,
fidylyoxmak’ alpinkwa Daily we-have-a-fire (++Ti:Vbl ++Rel:RN).
Examples of expanded forms of Syntagmeme ARel: with subject
and quotative concomitants, itayér ga nia? (to-him-shop this one it-
is-said) He is said to have a shop (++Rel:RN T ++S:Pr +Quot:QP);
with st subJect “and mode concomitants, Spilimm’a sd ima? (to-you-
sense so you) You really are clever (++Rel:RN ++Mod:MP 1St S:Pr).
Examples of complex forms of Syntagmeme ARel: imaiyfia,
ifiekwé ac’ée lido (to—her-v1ce to-her-lover new side) She had a vice,
she had a lover in another place > (++Rel:RN ++Rel:RN ++L: [+MN
+N]); Aik'ata, ipufki, famxpa (good, to-her-health, [she]-got-fat)
She is fine, healthy, and fat (+Q:N ++Rel:RN ++Proc:PV-).
It will be noted that examples of this syntagmeme are most often
translated by the use of the verb have, or by some adjective as in
iptifki she is well. One of the characteristics of Chontal appears to
be the use of the relational noun to express various concepts which
are often expressed by other means in other languages. There is a
verb translated have, but it appears to have to do mainly with inter-
personal relations rather than possession of items. Hence, pos-
session as well as various abstract qualities noted above are ex-
pressed by a relational noun., If the relational noun is preceded by
a definitive prefix, however, it no longer manifests the relational
predicate tagmeme, but rather that of subject or goal. Thus, for
example, we find such forms as 2awé lopil*fmm‘a (big your-clever-
ness) You are very clever (+Q:N ++S:DRN), and others occurring in
the preceding sections.

1.1.8. Syntagmeme AI, Affirmation of Identity, is symbolized
by the following tagmemic formula: +Id:N/DN/DRN +S:N/DN/Pr
+Ref:N/DN/Pr +L:LP/LN/DN +Ti:TiP/N, to be read, “obligatory
predicate tagmeme consisting of identity slot filled by noun, de-
finitive noun or definitive relational noun; plus obligatory subject
concomitant tagmeme consisting of subject slot filled by noun or
definitive noun or pronoun; plus or minus optional concomitant
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tagmemes consisting of referent slot filled by noun or definitive
noun or pronoun; or locative slot filled by locative particle, lo-
cative noun or definitive noun; or time slot filled by temporal
particle or noun.”

Syntagmeme Al differs from the preceding syntagmemes
containing some type of noun as predicate in that the predicate
noun may have a definitive prefix; it further differs from all the
others in that the subject tagmeme is obligatory instead of a member
of an optional series of which any one may occur as obligatory.
Subject and predicate may occur in either order. An additional
type of concomitant not previously mentioned is that of referent.
This tends to occur when the predicate is manifested by a rela-
tional noun. The referent is manifested by a noun or pronoun
indicating the possessor of the item referred to by the relational
noun,

Examples of Syntagmeme AI: with predicate tagmeme pre-
ceding subject, mentira 1'é (lie it) That's a lie (+1d:N +S:Pr);
with subject preceding predicate, tYiisage Juana~de-Agua That-
very-one (is) Juana de Agua (+S:Pr +Id:PN).?

Examples of expanded forms of Syntagmeme AL with referent
concomitant, lakin'o 1'é lixtY{ (the-woman it her-waterjar) That
is the woman's waterjar (+Ref:DN +S:Pr +Id:DRN); with locative
and referent concomitants, lakin'o 1'4 lifidana liw’'a mulYi (the~-
woman there his-mother the-little boy) The woman over there is
the little boy's mother (+S:DN +L:LP +Id:DRN #Ref:[+tDN +N]);
with referent concomitant and double subject, at?ile ya xne
lans4fiyd? (our~-relatives I those the-people) Those people are my
relatives (+Id:RN +Ref:Pr +S:[¥Pr 1DNPl}).

Examples of complex forms of Syntagmeme AL ni?a sa
lanwagd&’ xixne ?8yya fi?a These then (are) the-cattle which there-
are here (+S:Pr iMod:MP +Id:DNP1 +Ref:RCl [+IntrotPr ++Q:S5tV
+L:LP]), x8o¥a elpand?, elpidni sal’é X (it's to be) the~river, the-

river, so-(be)-it (+ICl: [+Intro:IfP +Id:DN] +Id:DN

 $S:Pr).

o 1.1.9. Syntagmeme AL, Affirmation of Location, is sym-
', .i bolized by the following tagmemic formula: +L:LP/LN +S:N/DN/
' EDRN/Pr +Ti:TiP/N tMod:MP, to be read, “obligatory predicate
“tagmeme consisting of location slot filled by locative particle or
,.,.*laéjative noun, plus obligatory subject tagmeme consisting of
+. subject slot filled by noun, definitive noun, definitive relational
. noun, or pronoun, plus or minus optional concomitant tagmemes
-consisting of time slot filled by temporal particle or noun, or
mode slot filled by modal particle.”




Examples of Syntagmeme AL: t¥fixpe layfiexl’ There (i_s:):
‘my-house (+L:LP +S:DRN); miyifiega lakutwe ? (in-~cornfield the

men) The men are in the cornfield (+L:LN +S:DNP1); miisi “ B
iflAmxma ? latpinka At-the-edge (of the) lake (is) our-ranch g

(+L:LN tRef:N +S:DRN); wxaydif 1fwxals, tY{ixp;TirénEo layvir"'éff
Other~side (of) the~-hill, there (is) his~ranch m -son (+L:N +Ref:DN '
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1.1.10. A special type of affirmation syntagmeme, usually com-
plex, is Syntagmeme AQuot, Affirmation of Quotation, symbolized
by the following tagmemic formula: ++QuotA:TVq/RVq +Conc:Conc
+QuotG:ResP/Syn, to be read, “obligatory predicate hypertagmeme
consisting of quotational action slot filled by quotational transitive
verb or by quotational recipient verb, plus optional concomitant tag-
meme consisting of concomitant slot filled by any concomitant, plus
obligatory quotational goal tagmeme consisting of quotational goal
slot filled by response particle or by any syntagmeme.”

Examples of Syntagmeme AQuot: xdana, képa lampébre ?

Fine, said the-poor-ones (+QuotG:ResP ++QuotA:TVqg- +S:DN);
plro nda kw4, imink’ xtéotayyiy ? Only it-is-said (he)- says,
You-all are-lying (+Mod:MP +Quot:QP ++QuotA:TVg~ +QuotG:
SynAA [++S:Pr ++A:IV]); mfiipa?, x4 %ni, madZata, ¥?3yyagbnga
atposida " They~said, Not, gir, will-&ive-t_l_g our-place-to-stay?
(++QuotA:TVg- +QuotG:SynNQ [+Neg:xa ?#i +Voc:VN ++ARec:RV-
+G:RN]){ mfiipa nia?, tés ma mpiseda f{?a? (He)-said it-is-said,
What you might-be-doing }ﬂ?\ (++QuotA:TV<1- TQuot:QP +QuotG:
Synll [+Inter:IP 1S:Pr ++AG:TV- +L:LP);{ miiyuy nfa lipekwé ?,
wi?l¥4 g4 lydkwe mélVu xdal'e ?8ypa lakutwé ? (She)-said it-is-
said (1_:_cl)-her-husband, See this the-big money which left the-meg
(++QuotA:RVq- +Quot:QP tRec:DRN +QuotG:SynEI [++Imper:
ImpTV- +G:(+M:Pr +G:[+DN +N] +M:SubCl [+Intro:Pr ++AG:TV-
- #S:DN))]).

1.2, Syntagmeme Class N, Negation, includes the following
syntagmemes: NN, Non-intensive Negation; NI, Intensive Negation;
NQ, Negation of Question; and NC, Negative Command.

1l.2.1. Syntagmeme NN, Non-intensive Negation, is sym-
bolized by the following tagmemic formula: +Neg:mia +Pred:Pred
+Conc:Conc, !? to be read, “obligatory tagmeme consisting of
negation slot filled by negative particle mia, plus obligatory
tagmeme consisting of obligatory predicate slot filled by one of
the class of predicates found in the various affirmation syntagmemes,
plus or minus optional concomitant tagmeme(s).” This syntagmeme
is accompanied by statement intonation.

- i
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If this were the only negation syntagmeme, it would probably
be more economical to consider the preceding syntagmeme class
one of “statement™ rather than “affirmation”™ and consider the
negative tagmeme another one of the concomitant series. Since,
however, there are four negation syntagmemes, differing in in-
troductory particle, in meaning, in type of syntagmeme which may
follow the particle, and in intonation, it has seemed best to set up
a separate negation class of syntagmemes.

The negative tagmeme for syntagmeme NN is manifested only
by the negative particle mda. The predicate tagmeme is manifested
by the same classes of nouns and verbs which manifest the predicate
tagmemes of affirmation syntagmemes. In all syntagmemes of
Class N, if subject or goal are manifested by pronouns, these
tagmemes occur between the negative and the predicate tagmemes.

Exémples of simple and expanded forms of Syntagmeme NN:
with intransitive predicate, maia fifguy (not is-willing) He doesn't
want to (+Neg: maa ++A:IV); with intransitive predicate . and subJect
concomitant, mdia ya ?aym’a (not I will-go) I'm not going (+Neg: maa
+S:Pr ++A:IV); with transitive predicate and subject concomitant,
mdia ya pe ?nem’'6? (not I will-believe-you) I won't believe you
(+Neg:maa +S:Pr ++AG: TV+), with transitive predicate and subject
and goal concomitants, mdia ya texuy lansafiya? (not I eat the-
people) I don't eat people (+Neg: maa +S:Pr ++AG: TV- +G:DNPl);
with rec1p1ent predicate and subject concomitant, maéa ¥paypa
laynéana (not me-gave my-mother) My mother didn't give it to me
(+Neg:maa T ++AR:RV+ +8: DRN); with reC1p1ent predicate and mode,
subJect, recipient and goal concomitants, maa ?asa Landiés
paypa San Pédro lanyawi® Not therefore God gave St. Peter the-
keys (+Negimaa +Mod:MP +S:DN ++AR:RV- +R: N +G: DNP1);
with process pred1cate, maéa tyépold ? (not fell-they) They didn't
fall (+Neg:mda ++Proc:PV+); with process predicate and subject
and locative concomitants, maa yank’ $iSkoxmoénga latpixeda ?

(not we delay-we our- -town) We won 't stay long in our town (+Neg:
maa +S Pr ++Proc:PV+ +L DRN), with quality pred1cate and
locative concomitant, maa Aik'ata 1'& (It’ It's) not pretty there (+Neg:
mia +Q:N +L:LP); with relational predlcate and subject concomi-

~_tant, mda ya ay8ifidk’ (not I to-me-knowledge) I don't know (+Neg:

‘ ',‘maa. +S:Pr ++Rel:RN); “with 1dent1ty pred1cate and subject con-

gty wcom:Ltant, méa laypepo lawaata (1‘10t my—young ‘Slb1m§ the- -girl)

'—————————

,l’(not there my-younger- -brothers) My little brothers weren't there
""n(_tNeg.maa +L: LP +S:DRN).




kodiy? (not it true what you [pl.] say) It's not true what you a11 ire -
saying (+Neg maa tS:Pr +Q:N $S:Cl [+Intro: Pr +S:Pr ++tA: IV)'\

~ R de

B ~~tiP~‘V

1.2.2. syﬁtag'meme NI, Intensive Negation, is symboiized By
the following tagmemic formula: +Neg:fii +Pred:Pred +Conc: Coﬁé,
to be read, “obligatory tagmeme consisting of negation slot f111ed
by #if, plus obligatory predicate slot filled by one of the class of °
predicates found in the a£f1rrnat1on syntagmemes, plus or minus
optional concomitant tagmeme(s). " This syntagmeme is accom- o
panied by nonaffirmative intonation, which also occurs with '
Interrogative Syntagmeme II.

The negative tagmeme for Syntagmeme NI is manifested only
by the negative particle fii. The predicate tagmeme is manifested
by the same classes of nouns and verbs which manifest the predicate
tagmemes of affirmation syntagmemes.

Examples of simple and expanded forms of Syntagmeme NI:
with intransitive predicate and subject concomitant, i ya ?aym’a
(not-even I will-go) I'm not even going (+Neg:ni +S Pr ++A:1V);
with transitive pred1cate and goal concomitant, fi faskdupa lifidana
(not-even remembered her-mother) She didn’t even remember her
mother (+Neg:Ai fii ++AG: TV- +1G: DRN); with recipient predicate
and goal concomitant, fii et?éen *eduy aywx:x (not—even me-does
fiesta) He doesn't even give me a party (+Neg: A1 ++AR: RV1+ +G:RN);
with process predicate and subJect concomitant, fii x6ygipa
laypic'al€? (not-even got—faded my-clothes) My clothes didn’t
even get faded (+Neg:i{ ++Proc: PV- t8: DRN); with quality pred-
icate and subJect concomitant, ni ko'lof lis ‘?amp1 (not-even long
her-skirt) Her skirt isn’t even long (+Neg:fii +Q: N +S: DRN),
with relational predicate, A 11:Yexrna ? (not-even to-it- door) It
doesn't even have a door (+Neg.n1 ++Rel: RN), with 1dent1ty pred-
icate and subject concomitant, i layw'a elmil¥i (not-even my-
child the-boy) The boy doesn’t even belong to me (+Neg a1 +Id DRN
+S: DN), with locative predicate and subject “concomitant, ni tYi:.xpe
lotdata (not-even there your-father) Your father wasn't even there
(+Neg:ii +L:LP +S:DRN).

Examples of complex forms of Syntagmeme NI: with subordinate
clause manifesting the locative tagmeme, fi nee pa ?ta xdape kopa
Not-even anyone came where (he) said (+Neg.n1 +S:Pr ++A v
+L:LCl [+Intro:LP ++A:IV]); with coordinate predicates, ni xu¥pa
1i&'41€?, kidskinga? (not-even got-dry the-clothes, got-sour-
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on-us) The clothes didn't even get dry, they just got sour on us
(+Neg fif ++Proc:PV- +S:DN ++AR:RV2+).

1.2.3. Syntagmeme NQ, Negative Question, is symbolized
by the following tagmemic formula: +Neg:x3 ?i{ +Syn:IC, to be
read, “obligatory tagmeme consisting of negative slot filled by
negative particle x3 ?fii, plus obligatory tagmeme consisting of
syntagmeme slot filled by Syntagmeme IC.” This syntagmeme is
accompanied by interrogative intonation.

The negative tagmeme for this syntagmeme is manifested by the
negative particle xa ?di. The second tagmeme for Syntagmeme NQ
is manifested by some form of Syntagmeme IC, Interrogation for
Corroboration.

Examples of Syntagmeme NQ: x4 ?fii ma ?dym'a (not you will-
go) Aren’t you going ? (+Neg:xd7?fii +S:Pr ++A:IV); x478i max ta?
osifiak’ (not you this to- you-knowledge) Don't you know this? (+Neg:
x4 ?fi +S Pr +G :Pr ++Rel:RN); x4 7ai ma, tiata, t?3yyagdnga
a]:poséda (not you, s1r, g1ve-us our-Blac -to-stay) Won't you give

——-———-———-—.——_

once get—full) Doesn't the water come out when it gets full ? (+Neg
x3Mi ++A:IV +Ti: TiCl [+Intro:TiP ++SubProc:SPV- ), xaidi
sfagém’a safi'f ima?, tYiige x4 ?fi §4agoda (And-if eat just you, this-
one not might-eat) So will you just eat, and this one will not eat?
(+Intro:IP ++A:IV +Mod MP +S:Pr, 1S:Pr +Neg:xd i ++AIV).

1. 2. 4. Syntagmeme NC, Negative Command, is symbolized
by the following tagmemic formula: +Neg:xa ?Ai ++Pred:IncV
(+Base:VB +Inc:412/413) +Conc:Conc, to be read, “obligatory
tagmeme consisting of negation slot filled by negative particle
x4%1i, plus obligatory hypertagmeme consisting of predicate slot
filled by verb base plus incompletive margin made up of suffixes
412 and 413, plus or minus optional concomitant tagmeme(s). "
The formula is stated this way since negative command is not
" expressed by the use of the negative particle plus the imperative

syntagmeme as one might expect, but by the use of the negative
" particle plus a predicate manifested by a verb base plus one of

the incompletive suffixes, either suffix 412, -m’a, or suffix 413,

{__;:;ta. In addition, person marker margin is included with verbs
“which require it.

. The negative tagmeme for this syntagmeme is manifested by
.the negative particle x4 ?fii. The syntagmeme is accompanied by

- - ' statement intonation.




. Examples of Syntagmeme NC: xi ?#i panxta #i'{?. (not g_o_-;w: W
just) Don't just go and stay! (+Neg:x3 ?:ii ++A:[+1IB ;-I‘-4f3_] -_t-Mod:Mf")ﬁ
x4 ?fii sk'wimxm'a lomaane (not scratch your-hand) Don't scratch’ e
your handl (+Neg:xd ?fi ++AG:[+TB +412 -PMaf] +G:DRN); x3 &1 .
1?aym’a kordxe (not me-give bother) Don't bother mel (+Neg:xi ?ii {
+TAR:[+1PMaf +R2B +412] +G:N); x4 °fi 545t3? Don't delay!  p:u¥
(+Neg:x4 ?fii ++Proc:[+PB +413 +2PMaf]). , .

A further use of the negative particle x3 ?#i is that of negation
of subordinate clauses. Since subordinate clauses do not constitute
syntagmemes as such, they are not so listed, but examples of
complex syntagmemes containing negative subordinate clauses are
here given: xdota x4 ?Hi wxeeduy, wxeeduy mas astorake, xiu,

86 ?em’a liinkwa (if not (it) likes (it), wants more incense, oooh,
will-sing the-fire) If it doesn't like it that way, and wants more

. incense, oh my, the fire will sing (+If:fCl [+Intro:IP +Neg:xa ?#i
++AG:TV-, ++AG:TV- ++G:(+MP +N)] +Excl:EP ++A:IV +S:DN);
tYfige ya fG%fiydy pira x4?ii ?4sa ya tes n'dm’a astorike (this-
one I beg for not more I anything buy incense) I ask him that—I__?ot
buy any more incense (fR:Pr ++S:Pr tPurp:PCl [+Intro:PP +Neg:
x4 ?8i +Mod:MP +S:Pr +G:Pr ++AG:TV- +G:N]); képid ima x3?4i
pdygowd péro pdygowa sal'é (said-you not come-out but come-out
this) You said it wouldn’t com;_out;_—b_m‘._it’s coming out fine (++A:IV
+1S5:Pr +Quot:QCl [+Neg:xa ?fii +A:IV] +Con:CP +A:IV +Mod:MP).

1.3. Syntagmeme Class I, Interrogation, includes the following
syntagmemes: II, Interrogation for Information, and IC, Interrog-
ation for Corroboration.

1.3.1. Syntagmeme II, Interrogation for Information, is sym-
bolized by the following tagmemic formula: +Inter:IP +Pred:Pred
tConc:Conc, to be read, “obligatory tagmeme consisting of in-
terrogation slot filled by interrogative particle, plus obligatory
tagmeme consisting of predicate slot filled by one of the class of
predicates found in the various affirmation syntagmemes, plus or
minus optional concomitant tagmeme(s). ” This syntagmeme is
accompanied by nonaffirmative intonation, which also accompanies
Syntagmeme NI.

The interrogative tagmeme is manifested by a class of in-
terrogative particles. These are subdivided according to whether
they refer to location, goal, mode, and the like, since they seem
to be in double function of interrogative and concomitant, and in
some cases, the choice of the interrogative determines the basic
sentence type. For the discussion of the various classes of particles,
see 3. 3.



-as follows: ﬁi’ata sil'e ?pa Plxwix. In written material, where

. ima? (Will:g_o you) Are you going ? (++A:IV ++S:Pr); with Syn-

d. 'a‘ 2% .

" firstina paragraph, a conversation opener, or follow the affirm-
. ative response particle xée yes.
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- Examples of simple and expanded forms of Syntagmeme II:
xdape ma ?dypa (where you go) Where are you going ? (+Inter:ILP
+5:Pr ++A:IV); t{Aci ma cdlyoypa tan temprino Why (did) you get-
Up 80 early? (+Inter:IMP +S:Pr ++A:IV tTi:[tMP +TiP]); née
watwi? Who stays-with-w? (+Inter:ISP ++AG:TV+); tés ma
Yak’6opa laypipa Why (did) you cut-down my-flower ? (+Inter:IP
+S:Pr ++AG:TV- tG:DRN); tés kigiaf'po '?-I-ﬂv did-it-dawn-for-you ?
(+Inter:IP ++AR:RV2+); tés ke opufty{ifie What (is) it ~OLIE--n?me_?_
(+Inter:IP +S:Pr +Id:RN); xdape 1{7a (Wh:e?e—its—-fa.ze) Where is the
right side of the goods? (+Inter:ILP +S:DRN), o

Ex—_a?nples_c;f complex forms of Syntagmeme II: ‘with subordinate
clause manifesting the time tagmeme, ténsa ni?a lawitté? téxo-
m'eddy? kida nafiyodigu ? Why (do) these girls talk each-time (we)
pass-by? (+Inter:IP S:[+MPr +DNP1] ++A:IV 1Ti:TiCl [+Intro:
'ITP_-HSubA:SIV]); with subordinate If clause, xdota ima x4 ?5i
pank’'éda, t€s ya ?éedigo ? If you (do) not give~birth, what (should)
I_d_o-t_o-zo_u? (+If:1fCl [+Intro:IP +S:Pr +Neg:x3a ?fii ++SubAG:STV-]
tInter:IP +S:Pr ++AG:TV+)..

1.3.2. Syntagmeme IC, Interrogation for Corroboration, is
symbolized by the following tagmemic formula: tInter, tés +Item:
SynA/Pred, to be read, “optional interrogative tagmeme consisting
of interrogation slot filled by interrogative particle t€s what, plus
obligatory tagmeme consisting of Item slot filled by a syntagmeme
of Class A or by some member of the predicate class.™ This
syntagmeme is accompanied by interrogative intonation, which is
often the only feature distinguishing this syntagmeme from a cor-
responding statement, if 1he interrogative tés is absent. Thus, for
example, the utterance fik'ata sil'e ?ipa elxwix the fiesta went
well is either affirmation or interrogation according to the in-
tonation pattern accompanying it. As affirmation, it may be dia-

Afkc’ata sil'e {pa elxwix; and as interrogation

grammed as follows: n

o ——
[

intonation has not been indicated, it is usually possible to ascertain
whether a given utterance is affirmation or interrogation by the
sequence in which it occurs. Thus, the question may follow the
interrogative tés or a vocative xdsa What-ho! It may occur in
8equence with a verb indicating question. The statement may be

- Examples of Syntagmeme IC: with Syntagmeme AA, ?4ym’i

-

tagmeme AG, pisepd ima lotéwxi? (made you your-dinner) Did

ﬁ.ﬁ;‘m""— UM wTae
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you fix dinner ? (++AG:TV- +tS:Pr +G:DRN); with Syntagmeme ”'
ARec, tés, paypo londana (what, gave~-you your mother) ‘What, did - .
your mother give it to Y._? (+Inter:tés ++AR:RV1+ ++S DRN), with
Syntagmeme AQ, dw’'€ lotéwxd ? (salt your- dinner) Does your food
have salt in it? (+Q:N +1S: DRN); tés, xatkik’ elpana‘? (wha.t, ';;':‘ s
dr1ed-1_12 the-rwer) What, is the river dried u _E.? (+Inter tés #+Q: StV - v
++S:DN); with Syntagmeme 'ARA, tés, &dmxpdsi What, d1d-1t- " o
hang 1tse1£? (+Inter:tés ++ReflA:ReflTV); with predicate only,
"éypo'? Did (he) give (it) to Y_? (++AR RV1+), with interrogative
tagmeme and predicate, tés, maynapa What, did-(he)-go? (tInter:
tés ++A:IV). Examples with only predicate -ate forms are extremely
rare, and usually if no other concomitant occurs, the interrogativé
tés will occur in that function.

One example was noted in the written corpus (others have been
heard in speech but not noted down) of a single predicate inter-
rogation followed by the women's vocative particle xay ? friend,
with nonaffirmative rather than interrogative intonation: péecayxpo,
x4dy ? D1d-(he) help-you-down, friend? (++AG:TV+ ++Voc: VP).
This vocative particle is used only accompanying some syntagmeme
and only between women. It seems to reverse the direction of the
intonation contour, for when it occurs with the vocative particle xésa,
which by itself has nonaffirmative intonation, the resultant combined
form has a type of affirmative intonation.

1.4. Syntagmeme Class E, Exclamation, includes the following
syntagmemes: EV, Vocative; EI, Imperative; EH, Hortatory; EC,
Comment.

1.4.1. Syntagmeme EV, Vocative, is symbolized by the following
tagmemic formula: +Voc: VP/VN, to be read, “obligatory tagmeme
consisting of vocative slot filled by vocative particle or vocative
noun.” This syntagmeme is accompanied by nonaffirmative intonation.

The vocative tagmeme is manifested either by the vocative
particle x6sa What-ho or by a vocative noun. A vocative noun consists
of a noun stem or a relational noun, each preceded by a vocative
prefix ma®?- ~ m-.

Examples of Syntagmeme EV: makin'o? Woman! (+Voc:VN);
ma ?milYi Boy! (+Voc: VN); mayw’a My-child! (+Voc’VRN), maxofko
You-with-your-mouth-hanging-open! (+Voc: 5c:VN); xésa, xay? What-
ho, friend! (+Voc:VP +Voc:VP).

One example was noted of a noun manifesting a vocative tagmeme
which did not have a vocative prefix, but was an allomorph of the
usually occurring stem. The word for older sister in most contexts




tm’ics
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is as?ipi, but the vocative form according to my informant is
Papii. No other words were found which followed this pattern.

1. 4.2. Syntagmeme EI, Imperative, is symbolized by the
following tagmemic formula: +Imper:ImpV/ImpP +Conc:Conec, to
be read, “obligatory tagmeme consisting of imperative slot filled
by imperative verb or imperative particle, plus optional concomitant
tagmeme(s).” This syntagmeme is accompanied by statement

intonation.
The imperative tagmeme is manifested by vocative particle
such as t6?sa Run-along, or by obligatory base made up of a verb

base of any class, - pPlus an obligatory margin made up of one of the
suffixes of the imperative suffix class. The occurrence of con-
comitant is optional but goal is frequently included if the verb is

transitive.
Examples of simple and expanded forms of Syntagmeme EI:
with mtrans1t1ve base, kota? Speak!, sdawayl¥é? Come-and-eat!,

smaski Go-off-and-sleep! (++Imper:ImplV); with transitive base,
PiI1Y4? Kill- (it)! (++Imper:ImpTV-); with transitive base and goal
concomitant, kifiaski lam@lYa Go-give-out tamales! (++Imper:Imp
TV- +G:DN); with intransitive base and locative concomitant,
léngaywiylYa liyfiepé Come-lean at-my-back! (++Imper:ImplV

+L: DRN), w1th rec1p1ent base and mode and goal conconntants,

wake up my child for me! (++I:mper lmpRVl— tMod:MP +G:DRN);
with process base and locative concomitant, ¥ d1YgitYé xpe Get-out-
of there (all of you)! (++Imper:ImpProcV- +L:LP); with reflexive
':r-erb,_k'6r?ix-1_6$_i’_Cover-yourse1f-ER! (++Imper:ImpReflT V).
Example of complex form of Syntagmeme EI: with two coordinate
imperative clauses, each preceded by a subordinate clause manifesting
the time tagmeme: }ék’ piyyigo, pm1wata, ¥ék' Al ?ifiydgo, fidlYewatd
When (they)-may-give- to-you, receive- (E), when (they)-may-ask-
from-you, run-away! (+Ti:TiCl [+Intro:TiP ++SubAR:SubRV+]
++Imper:ImpTV- +Ti:TiCl [+Intro:TiP ++SubAR:SubRV+] ++Imper:
“ ImplV).
" There is one example of the process verb root 5is delay used
to manifest the imperative tagmeme, as an alternate form of an
1mperat1ve verb plus this root. 543 lomart:.y'u Lend (me) your-
hammer’ (+Imper:PR +G:DRN), or payltYa 3 sus Lend (1t to me) ( =
’*‘giGwe it to'me 'for a while) (++Imper: ImpRV- j-T1 PR).

1 4, 3 Syntagmeme EH, Hortatory, is symbolized by the

!followmg tagmem1c formula: +Hort:HV/HP +Conc:Conc, to be read,
,;;35}5“' K
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“obligatory tagmeme consisting of hortatory slot filled by hortatory
verb or hortatory particle, plus optional concomitant tagmeme.f’,’;liz;,“
This syntagmeme is accompanied by statement intonation. - = . .y
The hortatory tagmeme is manifested by a hortatory part1cle),g
or by a hortatory verb. The only hortatory particle is xinsa Let's- -
go! The hortatory verb consists of an obligatory verb base phm .
obhgatory hortatory margin made up of suffixes 512 and 513. ey
Examples of Syntagmeme EH: with intransitive base, méilnam’é?
Let's-go! (++Hort:HIV [+IB +512]); tiasetd? Let's-go-for-a-walkl!,
k’1ﬁEota? Let's-go-gather-wood (++Hort HIV [+1B —:5.1_5]),_w1th
transitive base and time concomitant, &icdsa 16om’'é? Now let’s-
_Pia_yl (+Ti:TiP ++Hort: HIV); with transitive base and goal con-
comitant, k'éta axd? Let's-go-get water! (++Hort:HTV- +G:N);
with double hortatory predicates, ?dym’e sansetd? Let's-go, let's-
go-see-the-fun! (++Hort:HIV ++Hort:HRV2-).

1.4.4. Syntagmeme EC, Comment, is symbolized by the
following tagmemic formula: +Com:QN, to be read, “obligatory
tagmeme consisting of comment slot filled by quality noun.” This
syntagmeme is accompanied by statement intonation or by exclamatory
intonation, which consists of extra high pitch and extra stress on
the final syllable.

The comment tagmeme is manifested by a quality noun, usually
one describing the state of the weather, food, or some item observed.
Examples of Syntagmeme EC: sitya (It's) cold! (+Com: QN);

ifif? (It's) hot! (+Com:QN); dft¥a (It's) hard! " (+Com:QN).

Syntagmeme EC may be expanded by the “the addition of a vocative

tagmeme; fi{7i, niana Delicious, ma'am! (+Com:QN tVoc: PersN).

1.5. Dependent Syntagmemes. There are two classes of de-
pendent syntagmemes: Class R, Response, and Class S, Sequence.
Class R is dependent within the larger unit of discourse called con-
versation, Class S within the larger unit of discourse called nar-
rative. These larger units are not considered within the scope of
this description but are here mentioned to present the context of
these dependent syntagmemes. Dependent syntagmemes have the
same intonational and phonological characteristics as independent
syntagmemes, but lack some essential characteristic of the struc-
ture of independent affirmations because of their dependent distribution.

1.5.1. Syntagmeme R, Response, is symbolized by the following
tagmemic formula: +Resp:ResP/Pred/Conc, to be read, “obligatory
tagmeme consisting of response slot filled by response particle,
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or by some member of the predicate class or of the concomitant
class.™ It seems obvious that almost any type of utterance could

be said to fill the response slot. Ihave chosen to consider as

actual manifestations of the response syntagmeme only such items

as cannot normally be considered to manifest some other syntagmeme.
This would include especially utterances sometimes called “sentence
fragments, ” but which are incomplete because they are the response
to, or completion of a previous utterance in the larger framework

of a conversation.

Examples of response syntagmemes: with response particle,
x4ani? Fine; with response particle, temporal particle, and
vocative particle, xée, &3, xdy? Yes, now, friend, (+Resp:ResP
+Ti:TiP +Voc:VP); with response particle of surprise, &iwa?
Like-so-much!; with negative particle, xa 2fii; No!; with negative
particle plus response question, fiités, x0fi&i ma? Nothing, and
you? (+Resp:NegP tRespQ [+Inter:ConP +Ref:Pr]); with predicate
filler, kwiym'a (He) came (+Resp:IV); with locative filler, kul¥Y{?
(It is) far (+Resp:LP); with a combination of particles and pronouns,
ténx &4 sa ya 1'e miane (like now so I this also) I feel just the same
way (+Resp:[+Intro:MP +Ti:TiP +Mod:MP +S:Pr +Ref:Pr +Mod:
MP)).

1.5.2. Syntagmeme S, Sequence, is symbolized by the following
tagmemic formula: +Seq:Pred, to be read, “obligatory tagmeme
consisting of sequence slot filled by predicate. " This syntagmeme
is set up to take care of items which occur in sequence between
syntagmemes of the normal type, with intonation breaks before and
after the sequence predicate. If there is no intonation break, then
the predicate is assumed to be part of a complex syntagmeme.

Examples of Syntagmeme S: as interpolated comment of the
narrator, bwéno Fine (+Seq:EP); other, w'éexposi (He) hid-himself
(+Seq:ReflTV), payZuxpa (She) was-afraid (+Seq:PV-), mistyo6?

(It was a) cat (+Seq:N). :




//./

maypa lipékwe! Her husband went

maypa sa so (he) went

maypa 1'4 He went there

miypa 1'4& He went there

madypa wxéwili le went a-while-ago
/?

maypa naa' he went, they say

. 2
maypax 4ab16n he went by plane

x6ypa Sk'walduy layw'a (wnow is creeping myv child)

child is creeping
- Gl L4 - '/r
x0guaupa lankwa eldéofi

came up from the cookpot

-~ - >~ - 7
tawax médo vank! poosoday4 {other

different way

1'a maypa lhufia there he wenlt to

tonx1l'e naa w'agdxmaa, xilu, SaSpa
H ?

customarily did, oh, flor a long
1ék' sa kwayhalta, xédxkémpa when,
again

lipigi para tigalf'ma eltawax midyo,

(arose the fire t

way we

the pat
thus i

time

Lhen, h

x6ypa

night for will dawn the first payv, now

night before the first of May,

the

men

fa?ixmaane naa sal'é xdape miyvay kokdwa’

(right here it

enter)

kida méypa pangay wxéra para wi’me elréy, pa’ma kon

lisans every afternoon

Lhey see the king, (he)

=

Lowland Chontal Grammar

thev sil

comes with

Is said this where they

they enter right here where they call it

outsid

all

May

now my
he cookpotl) steam
bathe a

bathe) we

io
Il is saild she
he cried

e arrived,

A7
¢éepa lakulwé!

&é { the
went the men) Lhe
went

- - - v
¢iufolayyayay

say Kokowa® Lheyx

Kokowa”®
L.édo
that

e in order

his people

1394 1



NS .

entonses pitki pitki lansdfiyGd’ S601YGulGupid? Spiduydy?
x6F'kiydy? So all, all the people, they got up, they were
sniffing, they were smelling

tY{ixpe 84ak'épa, Smagépa tLhere he lav down to rest, he
slept

t¥Yém'o milYa (will bite you dog) a dog will bite vou

pénk! ipdnga mix’éex they tied us to a tree

x(&’ waypénga LYifile Lhey came and deceived us last night

. -

ké f kiSpa apidasi Tpa (me he rubbed holy flower) he rubbed

e

me with sacred flowers
pilYaygila law'dy” he embraces them the children

[

s

Sy

nsafiya® (were seeing'ﬁL}VQhe people) the peopnle

aw 1t ) —7

xolaAl' kaytYa maxxé?’e he will note down on paper

vay 1

=1

"

”

Zita pilfiapa’ now they have killed {(him)

tYamm' {Spa apix they knocked him down with a stone

wal'kiSpa lalewd?” he went and picked up Lhe gourd

LYO?yuy liw'a she is nursing her child

LYGyuy liw'a her child is nursing

Iwatkuy gé lipigi® (me stays with this one the night) this
person stayvs with me nights

tampénga banku 1aIm'i&i® (hit us bench our feet) a bench
hit us on our feet

kd1lm'o a’ay elbirru (will] bite vou teeth the burrel Lhe

burro will bite vou wilth his feeth

i
©
€O
£a
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kintola ya laypime 1'4a (will leave them T my plates lhere)
T will leave my plales there .

pid¢tkaxnawa likamisa lydw'a mul¥{ (is chewing stupidly his
shirt the little boy) The little boy is stupidly chewing
on his shirt

N
L
Pék!'Syyuy lyﬁpa liwxax she is pulling the flower in her
(g

hair

ol

flaylYoxmak' xpe SifiyAdy? daily there they see him
xac'epa ya apix layfiaw'a amaane (crushed T stone my littie
hand) T crushed my (inger with a stone
- . 'l ”, M" rd 4 . . - 3 -
panbmi ipa ya lawy'a maywala mounted T my c¢hild on a horse
ga laypépo elSinka, kiada ima nafiydoda, wxéeduy nda Lék'mb”
{this my vounger sibling the youngest, each vou may pass
by wants Tt4 it is said will marry vou) this voungest
. 2 . . .
31ster’9é mine, every time you pass by, she savs she wanis
to marry you
laytdopdnga 1ék' yan aw'ay? she had us when we were
children
LYTisal'é xé%om'a elmélYu para pa’nam'a fi'i? tlhus they call
the money so that (it) will come Jjust like that
x60ta ?aygipa ¢nilYi lapdyxfia, ’éepa borrafo, lyom'a para
pittYa? (if comes one the mountain person [lLhey] make
[him] drunk, take him for they will go kill him) 1if a

mountain person comes along, they make him drunk and take

him off to kill him
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syémpre 1Yéf'pa law'a, 1Yéf'kalepA elté?asans (sti]lzfg:f//
took the child, took ii Lhe elder person) He still took
the child, the devil took it

poypa am'a karréra, péftkuy lydkwe bdlsa, x6y’kuy lipékwe!
she went out it seems very fast, she picked up Lhe big
bag, she called her husband

panxpa max’asyénlo, pf&ggpa lanyawi? he sat down on the
chair, he lLook the keys

Ipaypa layfiaana (me gave my mother) my molLher gave it Lo ne

Ei¢i’mdane mik!'im'é? right away he will show it to you

Lénk! ifietdngd laléxma? Lhey will ring for us the bell

paypola pitki lansafiya’ (he gave Lo them all the people) he
gave it to all the veople

pac! ifiepa lifieskit she made for him his tortilla

fdyv’kay lipekwé? they tell it to him her husband

wél'kinga laln'at (is rotting away for us our nose) Our

noses are rotting away on us ( from so much catarrh)

xoypa &'ifiuxpéla’ now it got dark for them

kan'espa itewxa lifiekwé”?” she left for him his dinner for
her lover

méygi méygi kdAntespa lifiekwé itewxad’ (morrow morrow she lefi
for him her lover his dinner) every day she left her
lover his dinner

tay’ipdla ya lifiaske ontaw'!e? (will give (o them food I tLhe

offspring perverse) T will give food to these sons of

perversily
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¢i€a pAy”’impa ima plémo ldyw'a liwxadx (now broke for him you
lead my child his head) Now you have broken my child's
head for hium with a piece of lead

poypdnga yan 1alfoylYS (came oult on us we the wrinkles)
wrinkles came out on us

Téeday guflYiifie 1itmé1Yu (they make name their money) thoey
chrislen their money

?éenala 1itpifki lufwAnlay? (makes them their health the
sick ones) he makes the sick ones well

kiipa elmélYu, paypa liw'a he gave the money, he gave il to
his son

kintespéla xdape floygolénna iltkwdana (he went (o leave it
for them where they lay they had sickness) he went to
leave il for tLhem where they lav ill

Tlaym'a ima low'd xaage Lé’a empanxda (me will give yvou yvour
child which First may be born) you will give me vour
firstborn child

1ék' ya pasyéna mik!'imm'S? when I make it, T will show vou

képa law'a spoke the child

kiipa law'a he gave up the child

piypa law'a he gave it to the child

panxta law'a was born the child

képa 1'a law'a the child spoke there

¢icta képa law'd now the child spoke

képa lawtay? tLhe children spoke
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lakwé kipa law'da the man gave up the child
kipa law'd lipwdla the child gave up his horse
kiipola law'ay he gave them up, (i.e.) the children
paypa ya ipiti&'ki law'd gave T candy to the child
paypola law'ay? he gave it to them, the children
panxta 1'4 law'a the child was born there
&ita panxta law'da just now the child was born
panxtola law'ay? the children were born
képa? law'ay? the children spoke
Eifa TkdnlLaxnapa now T have become heavy
lanapénga Fi’a we have taken root here
Igupola lan animd? (gol away the animales) the animales
I g

gol away

Isoxta anitya T got tired Qgg/writing

»

x6ypa xitpa now it has golten dry

-

xak'pa miikkamulYe? he dived into the denths

i

(g

mif{kiSpa silYa he is trembling with cold

l1Yapa lay?’éex (took root my tree) my tree took root

x6ypa ima LExpo? now you are grown up

puro naa lansafiyi’ mésm'ola® (only it is said the people
went bad they) they say the people were complelely wicked

pafkémm'a c'ée Casa elkwéna baka (will give birth again new
now the other cow) soon now the other cow will give birth

naé'axkémpd am'a sa imax LénlLo {(go beyond stupidly again you

perhaps so yvou stupid) you are about the stupidest thing

that ever was!
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péro kwaygota, x6ypa lakidn'o pafkuy but when he arrived,
already the woman was giving birth

tYéxpa lakdn'o, tYéconawid (gets old the woman, gets sick}
wvhen a woman gets old she begiuns to get sick all the time

x6ota xa’fii ?dyfi'eddgu’ mAm'olad’ (if not they might follow
custom will die they) if they do not follow the custom,
they will die

pa’pa yan, kéT'kinga korixe (come we, are boiling we wrath)
here we come, boiling mad!

Ciufotaym'é? pdrke paydugild? they enter because they are

afraid

An

)

posi itYuwa? (walked self his otherness) he walked all

Py

¢

by himself

k'émixképosi ya? (covered self I) T covered myselfl

mélofposi ya kon laypukwéeda (wrapped self T with my
blanket) 1 wrapped myself with my blanket

iya rato rato ’éedesi ala’ (T time time do selfl water) I
keep dumping water on myself

Ipéspa T gol covered up

pés?iposi ya? T covered myself up

epatma? fever

epalma yia? (fever I) I have a fever

manapéla piro epatma”’” they died just from fever

-~
~o

-

1

mayfiapa si’maane lepalma’ (went awayv at once the fever)

fever left at once

-1
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sanawel laxal' (palm the house) the house is made of palm

iwxala lane (hill the road) the road is steep

ak'oxé ima’ (cough vou) you have a cough

epilma law'a awdala { fever the little girl) the litlle girl
has a fever

awxdc! sixpe (blood there) there is blood there

paylYo lapdalYu (go around the messenger) the messenger is
wandering around

tantaf'ifia layw'a (limp my child) my child has a limp
(walks limping)

k!'Smxmay 1t'a (set there) my hen is set there

pénxa lema’a (lowering the sky) the sky looks threatening

kisingolénna lanmilYi? (standing leaning the boys) the bovs
are standing leaning (against something)

palgodik'! lansanna® (shining the stars) the stars are
bright

fidk'oténna déntro (are located inside) they are inside

tye'tuyak' lamiac! (fallen the ground) it has fallen Lo the
ground

é'angodiak! saxpe it is wet there

.11 til1 (bright bright) it is very bright

gdlof si’maane (swell up right away) it swelled up right
away

xdaxne lanmifilYe l'ya laypixeda? &ilYa (which the dogs

there my town big) the dogs there in my town are big
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kélof sa nda liwxax ’asta lamic' (long so it is said her
hair until the ground) her hair was so long it touched
the ground, so they say

kac! safi'i 11’4 (chew Just his face) he's mad enough to
chew nails

w!'ak'S8y, inxko xdape he's walking, who knows where

fa ya pangak! here I am seated

képe képe liwxdx (crow crow his head) his hair is very
black

akwe akwe layw'a (man man my child) wy son is a real man

t6f t6f safi'i sagé lukwi? (break break just this the thread)
this Lhread Jjust keeps breaking

ctiaf c'iaf safi'i lankwa (hiss hiss just the fire) the fire
is making a hissing noise

saft! saf' safn'i la¥n'al'i’ (sniffle sniffle jusl our noses)
we really have the sniffles

1ék! pe kwdylLYa xdape fi1lYix ’Awe ?éex, tYiixpe fiane
laneeday? {(when there arrived where one big tree there
were three the roads) when they arrived at a big tree,
there there were three roads

Smaaf'!'idpa widylYo miiwxax (woke up moving at his head) when
he woke up, there was something moving at his head

kac! kac! "éenapa llapis (chew chew did the pencil) it
really chewed up the pencil

kdc'napa 1lapis it chewed up the pencil
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é; )éf ,ﬁé%téf’j@gntéf' eeduy lawaata (limp limp does the girl)

the girl is really limping

Yantaf'kuy lawaata is limping the girl

iltpéyxfia liflAmxmay? (to them owner the lakes the lakes
have an owner

aysifiak! ya’? (to me knowledge I) I know

ipifki Labia (to her health Lubia) Lubia is well

X alsafiyi? tﬁway lado (to us people other side) we have

relatives elsewhere

fiAylYoxmdk' alpiinkwa daily we have a fire

itayér ga naa” (to him shop this one it is said) he is said
to have a shop

Sdpitimm'a sA imd? (to you sense so you) you really are
clever

imayfia, ifiekwé ac'ée laddo (Lo her vice to her lover new
side) she had a vice, she had a lover in another place

ftk'ata, ipafki, famxpa (good, to her health, she got fat)
she is fine, healthy and fat

Tawé lopitimm'a (big your cleverness) you are very clever

nentira 1'é (lie it) that's a lie

tY{isage Juana~derAgua thal very one is Juana de Agua

lakdn'o 1'é lixféé%Yi {the woman It her waterjar) that is
the woman's waterjar

lJakan'o 1'4a lifidana ladw'a mulYi (the woman Lhere his mother
the little boy) the woman over there is Lhe liktle boy's

mother
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al’4le ya xne lansafiyi’ (our relatives I those lhe people)
those people are my relalives
/
Xéb% na’a sa lanwagad'! xafie 76yya fA’a these then are the cattile
which there are here
x6ota elpania?, elpanid sal'é if it's to be Lhe river, the
river, so be it
tYiixpe layfiex0l!? there is my house
mayfiega lakulwe? (in cornfield the men) the men are in the
cornfield
miigi ifiAmxma’ lalpanka at the edge of Lhe lake is our
ranch
N\ (QEéyﬁif liwxala t¥1ixpe lirinto layw'a otherside of the
hill, there is his ranch my son

xaana, képa lampdbre? fine, said the poor ones

;?/ piro né?kwé, imank' xG&olayyay? only it is said he says,
vou all are lyving
.ﬂ/// miipa?, xé’ni,«fﬁ;;éata, t’ayyagénga atposidda they said not

sir will give us our place Lo stay?

miipa nida’, tés ma mpiseda fa’a?” he said it is said what

Hbg <é?f; vou might be doing here?
/z, wi?lYa g4 lyakwe mélYu xdal'e ?6ypa lakulwé? she said it is
A«—'———-—’—"

said to her husband, see this the big money which left the
men
maa Aiguy (not is willing) he doesn't want to

maa ya ’aym'a {(not I will go) TI'm not going

[y
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@BLa va pé’nem'$? (not T will believe you) I won't believe

s
vou

maa ya téxuy lansafiyG? (not I eat the people) I don't eat
people

maa tpaypa layfidana (not me gave my mother) my mother
didn't give it to me

maa ’asa Léndgzgi paypa San Pédro lanyawi? not therefore

od gave St. Peter the keys
maa tyépola? {(not fell they) Lhey didn't fTall

maa yank' SGSkoxménga lalpixedd? (not delay we our town) we
won't stay long in our town

maa fiik'ata 1'4 it's nol pretty there

maa ya aysSifidk' (not I to me knowledge) I don't know

maa laypépo lawaata (not my yvounger sibling the girl) the
girl is not my sister

maa LYiixpe laypwéepwé®’ (not there my younger brothers) my
little brothers weren't there

maia l'e c'iit¥Ye xaal'e man koddy? {(not it true what you

[pl.] say) 1it's not true what you all are sayving

=
=y

va aym'a (not even I will go) T'm not even going

i1 faskiupa lifidana (not even remembered her mother) she

-y

didn't even remember her mother

i el’éen'eduy aywxix (not even me does fiesta) he doesn't

=

even give me a party
fii xdygipa laypidtala? (not even got faded my clothes) my

clothes didn't even get faded
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fii kélof 1is?’ampi (not even long her skirt) her skirt isn't

even long

fii itygé;Za' {not even to it door) it doesn't even have a
door

fiil layw'a elmilYi (not even my child the boy) the boy
doesn't even belong to me

ni (Af?) tYiixpe lotadata {not even there your father) your
father wasn't even there

fii née pA? Lta xdape képa not even anyone came where he said

ni xatpa 1i&'4la?, kigkinga’ (not even got dry the clothes,
got sour on us) the clothes didn't even get dry, they
just got sour on us

xa’fi ma ?adym'a (not you will go) aren't you going?

xa’fii max ta? osifiak! {(not you this to you knowledge) don't
you know this?

xa’fii ma, taata, 1’ayyagdénga alposada (not you, sir, give us
our place to stay) won't you give us a place to stay,
sir?

{géxé’ ¥ék! manda (not come out the water once

XA’fii péyya
get-full) doesn't the water come out when it gets full?
xufi€i sdagdm'a safi'i ima?, tY¥{ige xa’fii Sdagoda (and if eat
Just you, this one not might eat) so will you just eat,

and this one will not eat?

xa’fii panxta fi'i? (not go stay Jjust) don't just go and

stay!
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xa?'fii sk'wamxm'a lomaane {not scratch your hand) don't
scratch your hand!

xa®fii }6éy~v;a koraxe (not me give bother) don't bother me!

xé’J%g/éﬁété’ don't delay!

x6o0ta xa?fii wxeeduy, wxeeduy mas astoriake, xtGu, 56’em'a
linkwa (if not it likes it, wants more incense, oooh, will
sing the fire) 1if it doesn't like it that way, and wants
more incense, oh my, the fire will sing

ty¥iige ya fid?ifiydy pdra xa?’fii ’4sa ya tes n'am'a astorake
(this one I beg for not more I anything buy incense) I
ask him that I not buy any more incense

képad ima xA?fii pdygowad péro pdygowad sal'é (said you not come
out but come out this) You said it wouldn't come out, but
it's coming out fine

xdape ma ’aypa (where you go) where are you going?

tifici ma célyoypa tan temprano why did you get up so early?

née watwa? who stays with you?

tés ma tak'éopa laypipa why did you cut down my flower?

tés ¥igaf'po? how did it dawn for vou?

Lés ke oqu{Yiiﬁe what is it your name? .

of

xaape li’a (where its face) where is the right side qﬁ/the
goods?

ténsa nia’a lawalté’ téxom'edidy? kada nafiyoddgu? why do
these girls talk each time we pass by?

x60ta ima xA’fii pank'éda, tés ya ?éeddgo’ if you do not

give birth, what should T do to you?
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fiik'ata sal'e ?ipa elxwix the fiesta went well

Paymta ima’ (will go you) are you going?

pasepa ima lotéwxd? (made you your dinner) did you fix
dinner?

tés, paypo londana (what, gave you your mother) what, did
your mother give it to you?

dw'é lotéwxa? (salt your dinner) does your fTood have salt
in it?

tés, xaGtrkik' elpania’® (what, dried up the river) what, is
the river dried up?

tés, C4Amxpdsi what, did it hang itself?

T4ypé? did he give it to you?

tés, mayfiApa what, did he go?

\“—;gy’ friend

péecayxpd, xAy? did he help you down, friend?

makan'o? woman'!

ma'malYi boy!

miyw'a my child!

maxd6fTko vou with your mouth hanging open!

x6sa, xay’ what ho, friend!

té?’s run along

kota? speak!

saawaylYé? come and eat!

smaski go off and sleep!

pitlya? kill it!
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kifiaski lamilYa go give out tamales!

léngaywaylYa layfiepd come lean at my back!

skwdl?’ifieta k'a layw'da (wake up for one just my child)
please just wake up my child for me!

1Y41YgilYé xpe get out of there (all of you)!

- -»

k'émixlédsi cover vourself up!

}ék' payyago, pifiiwata; 1ék' fa ?ifiydgo, fillYewatd when
they may give to you, receive it; when they may ask [rom
vou, run away!

sus delay

S48 lomartiyu lend me your hammer

PaylYa Sud lend it to me (or give it to me for a while)

xinsa lel's go!

malnam'é? lel's go!

taasetd? lel's go for a walk!

é¢idasa 16om'é? now let's play!

k!éta axa” let's go get water!

TAym'@ sanseblia? let's go, let's go see the fun!

sitYA it's cold

ifit?  it's hot

uft¥a it's hard

fii’i, naana delicious, ma'am!

xaana? fine

xée, ¢4, xay”’ ves, now, friend,

&Gwa’ 1like so much!

16 Lowland Chontal Grammar May 1994



fiités, xafici mad? nothing, and you?

ténx 84 sa yA l'e mAaane (like now so I this also)
just the same way

bwéno fine

wl'éexposi he hid himself

payéuaxpa she was afraid

migt¥Yé? it was a cat
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