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3.0 Purpose
The larger purpose of this paper is o explore and
desoribe cohssion in Hara* narrative. Two subgoals aree
(a) to identify the normal means of tracking parbticipants i
Fara narrative discourss, and (b)Y for myself, to learn to
recognize and become more appreciative of the stylistic and
grammatical devices smployved by Eara story-isllers.
in the paper we first present a short overview of Kara
gramnar. After this, Kara participant tracking mechanisms
and rhetorical devices are descoribed in general. Exasmples
from a singlse traditional narrative acocompany sach of these

generalizations.  Ths full text appesars in the appendix.

1.0 Typological Overview
Fara is an Austronssizn language which Beaumont (1972)

classifies in the Mortheren Bubgroup of the Pabtpatar-Tolai

family. More recently Maloom Ross has assigned it fto a
group termead the Lavongai-Nalik network (Ross, 1988, Fig

iiYe In this five language group, Malik is Kara's closest

relative.
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1.1 Word
Fara is
thes

far as

Feripheral

Order

an 8VY0 language with fairly rigid word order as

core grammabical

argumsnts appear as

relations

are concernsd.

prepositional phrases.

SLIET VERE opJ PREP
1y Ma Xipang taxa Halum & no (ki la  latan?.
prun Bushman  OWNT HEE VL from LOC bush

The Bushman is watching vou (from the bush).

NMoun phrase modifiers sxpressing gquantity, posssssion,

and deixis are typically postnominal and ooour in the stated

order. & small selection are prenominal. Thess ares: the

pluralizers lu, nw, muw, ro zand maans angd the forms saxs ‘a

certain one’, kang ‘really large/huges’, fomirvak “very
amallsitiny (singular)’, miraxan “tiny (plurall}’ . Degrss

advaerbs or intensifisers, like the modifiers, ocouwr directly

after the item they modify.

TOPIE ALY INTENS DEM SLUBT VERE 0OBJ
23 A mazng xipang nodak pasliug ve, i #alum Nano.
cm oall bushman small very thers they see VeI
ALl the very small (voung) bushmen (over! thers ses you.

modity.

Relative clauses follow the noun they

REL. CLALISE
3y A maana wipang, aava modak, ri taxa xalum nano.
ocrm o &ll bushman  who amall  Lhey CONT B WL
Aa11 the bushmen, who are small, are watching you.
(A1 the smaller bushmsn are watching you.)
1.2 Interrogatives

Both polar and non-polar interrogative wuiterances are

characterized by a final rising intonation and possibly an



wbterance final guestion word, although the gquestion word is

not strictly conftined to this final position.

Fara Interrogatives

BHO “what" faa “where"
BENRH0 fhy" (for what reason) malaafaa Uhow
Henaso Yuhy! (for what purposs) nases’ Yo"
laso fhant

TORIC SUBT VERE INTERRDG
A mLL Hipang ri Wa N fas?
crin pl o bushman they be/lstay whers
The bushmen, whare are they?

.

or 3) Faa nari ma xKipang?®
whers they pl  bushman
Whare are thse bushmen?

&Y A matza pave nase’ ¥
Crm man there who
Who is thse man there?

1.3 fAspect and Modality
Morphemnss encoding aspect and modality, including

negation, imnsdiately preceds the main verb. These are fres
morphemnes which always co-oocour with a following verb. They
may have originated from verbal forms historically but they
show no relationship to verbal forms exisbting today. They
are not subisct to the same sort of afficetion as verbs. We
consider such pre-verbal forms to be auxiliaries (AUX). By
subention the term is also used to refer to the pre-verbal
slot in the oclausse/sentence where thess auxiliary morpheames
poour.  Some of these auwxiliaries can be compounded. (G

mection 111 of the following Table.) Expression of motion



with a purposs (fermed here Purposive) is

aurxiliary., Additionally some verbal prefixes
aspectual /modal connotations. These are also
the table below,

1.53.10 TARLE OF allX and Ofthsr Modal Forms

Aspechual

fo FPerfect

pibak/saveak Recent Perfect

e Ferfect of Persistant Situstion

me Discontinesed Perfect

taxa Dontd nuous

Fauna Habitual

T Inchoative
reduplication ofs

punctiliar verb Ifteratbive

Durative

modifisr Characteristic

Ih. Modal

01 Magation

muta ITmperative Megabtion

taas Trrealis

Cartainty

tamans

T dmaa

D I o - X 11T

REE AN FProbabi ity

i mi Donditions

SRRl

T A

pne comnmon bype

-

)

have

included in

PRE

FPR

PRE

DPF

DT

HAE

IN

R
WS o X

e ; ~
PLR oo




taua 1o [ =InIREx

Fao fo M)
18 vuvwwooununneensbamsa tamana
frina fea/mas
11, Combined Forms
taa pife V will not W
taa fo W would have V
taxalo V keep (kept) on V-ing
fo mo W had used to V
pi reduap-Y never Y
AT
ER A L Hipang ri maa Halum  nano.
cnm plo bushman  they PUR.oco  ses Yol
The bushmsen cams in order o S8 you.

It this example the morphems mas come in bhe dirscbion
of the speaker for the purpose of’ can be replaced by fg& ‘go
away Trom ths speaker for the purposs of’ depending on the
deictic orientation of the zction. Both are Purposive.

TOPIC SURT Al VERE  ORJ
2 4 e wipang i i Halum nana.

crim pl  bushman they PRF sse YL
The bushmen have sesn you.

MEGAT IO
ALY

P OA mt xipang el pife #alum nano.

crim pl o bushman they NEG sse VO
The bushmsan don't ses yvou,

&



ALY VERE DEM
10 Muta BEAMOIS pave!

TN wa lk thars

Don't walk there!

Compound Auxiliary

ATH 4
117 & m Hipang  ri taxa-—1o xalum  nano.
crwm @l bushman they CNT ~PPRPE  zses WL

The bushmen keep on watching you.

1.35.2 Non-AlUX Aspect and Modality

s mentioned previously certain verbal grammatical
procssses have aspectual/modal implications.  Inchoative,
iterative, durative and stative functions are all indicated
by verbal prefites. In addition, ths third person singular
subject markers, i and a, distinguish imperfective aspsct

and parfective aspect respectively.

The probability modality marker is a sentence adverb
oucurring abt the clauss boundary (1323, (Usuually this is the
initial boundary, but ocorsionzlly it ococurs at the final
one. ! Time phrases (13) and the conditional modality adverb
tamo (14 also typically oocour clause initially. Thess ars
clauvse level operators having the whole clause in their

srops, whareas the auxiliaries subsums only the verb phrasa.

TOPIG ALY
21 Nask, 2 mu Hipang vl taa maa xalum  nano.
PRE ocim pl o bushman they IRR PUR.co see WL

Probably the bushmen will come tTo ses you.

TIME PHRAZE. Topic VERE ORJ
1%y La maana lsaf, nari bk ¥alum  nano.
LOG =11 aftarnoon  they like/want see YL

Every afternoon, they likelwant to sse yvou.



14) Tamo ri filimaan, no tsa walum nari.
D they coms vir TRE  sse them
If they coms, you will see them.
1.4 Mumber of Participants and Pronouns
Plurality or number (including dual and trial) may be
expregssaed by pronouns or by pluralizer sorphemss which
preceds the noun in ths noun phrase. When gender is
important the word for ‘man/male’ or ‘woman/female’ is used
as the appropriate nominal or modifier. One of the
pluralizers, 1w, is only wused with the vernacular term for

womans femals.

TOR I SURJ YERE SUBT VERE
15 Mari, lu tefin, ri nai walum 3  my tomexan ftaxa bia.
they pl woman  they sit ses onm pl male CNT  danos

The women sit watching thsa men dancing.

The pronominal system™ distinguishes singular, dual,
trial and plural. ALl nonsingular first person forms
further distinguish whether or not the hearsr iz included.
One set of pronouns s wsad to encode both Topics and
Syntactic Objects, e.g. nari in sxamples (14) or (153, or
nano in examples (7)) or (8.

A sescongd ss2t of pronouns are reduced forms of the Topic-
Object set., We refer fto these as Syntactic Subject
pronouns.  We analyves them as part of ths verb phrase but
ot as prefised o the verb. HNormally, fthe syntactic

Subject and the Topio are co-refsrential.

TORPIC SLIBT VERE DBy
1&Y A mu Miparsg i tan Malum = MBAENL DEVE.
cnm pl  bushman they CNT BEE crim bivd there

The bushmean are wabtching the bird there.



This sxampls illustrates the occurrvence of a2 full noun
phrase as Topic. When the identity of the Topic is
contextually given information, it is encoded with a8 Topic~

Object pronoun instead of a2 full noun phrase.

TORIC SURJ VERE OpJ
17y Mavri, i taxa xalum 3 MG pave.

They .. TOP they CNT see cnm bird thers
They are watching the bird there.

fAnother construction is observed when fthe Topic is co-
raferential with the syntactic Object bubt is not co-
referential with the SBubjesct. In this case, the UObjisct is
fronted amd is thematic in that it is whal is being spoken
about.  This thematicized Objsct may (in fturnd be followsd
bve: 1} a5 Topical noun phrass, 2@ 8 pronoun from Sthe Subject
set or 3 oa Topic noun phrase and Subliect pronoun. Such
Thematized or topicslized Ubjects are co-referenced by an

Object clitic that oocours following the varb.
Fivaet or third person singulare Objects, whether animate
or not, are normally marked with a2 verb phrase final clitic

(2. It is also possible to uss a3 pronoun from ths Topio-

cial or contrastive emphasis is desired

i

O ject set if sp

(1% .
TOPIC ST VERE OBY
18 A maanuy pave  (xod, ri taxa xalum-s.
cm bivd therse ORE they CONT mese  ~it

That birvd (now), they are wabtching it.

19y A masgnu pave, a rafulak tax #alum nans.
cim bivd  there onm childreen  CONT HEE hiim

That bivd, the children are watching him.
{(Thay have a2 speocial intersst in that particular bird.?



Possession (bobth alienabls and inalienable’ and other
cane markers make heavy use of the non-singular portion of
the Subisct pronominal set as person marking suffises.

Cartain members of the Topic-Dbisct pronoun set are
anployed as conjunctive devices within the noun phrase.  For
sramples

20 nemaans Beno

1oiley Bano
I oangd Berno (the two of us)

21y ma Xipang naris Raivung
prm Bushman 3dl Fruit.bat
The Bushman &rd The Fruit Bat’ (Title of our texi)

2.0 KARA NARRATIVE COHESIVE DEVICES

2.1 Topics and Topicalization

Before talking about topicsxlization we nesd o clarify
what we mezn by the fterm "topic". In Earz we consider
"topic" to be a formal synbtactic position in the sentencs.
The Fara Topic establishes what 3 sentence is about. This
may be co-referential with the Subject, the Objsct or soms
peripheral argumsnt. As a3 gensral rule the Topic and the
syntacktic Subjsct are co-referential. When the Topic is not
the Subject, it is alwavs co-referenced by a8 pronominal
form or a promotion suffix (CRF) at the appropriate place in
the sentence. Frequently the Topic noun phrase is followed
by the form xo, which indicates the current relevancy of
the Topic avgument within the immedizte section of the

narrative.

e



R

W

w1ul Pronominal Tracking

Whan tracking participants the Fara speaker has at his

disposal
a5

o

s

i

renin phrase zand is

After introduction,

of the following

Al though, if

established, he may omit

Topic-Object pronouns and Subject pronouns.

introduced or re-introdoced,

a Topic

sEntence is used to

the two sets of pronouns which we have referred to

When a Topic

it is wsually indicated by =z

Treguently followsd by 2 Subisct pronoun.

Db ject pronoun at the beginning

maintain the Topio.

thie speaker considers the Topic well

the Topic pronoun step and skip

straight o using a Subject pronoun.
T 22) Texi: Sentence B
Bl La saxa yaan %o, na_ Xipang bangut ¥

la saxa yaan na Xipang bangut HO
LOC one day CRE pnm Bushman ignorant CRS
One day the ignorant Bushman

sangas lask saa pe lana wina sina.

sangas laak sas p= la-na uma si-na

walk go.up FERM  GLOC LOC-3s garden PDS-3s

walked up through his garden.

23y Text: Sentence 7

Fal A kaalumet MOHO ,
a kaalum-at MoK
as.R look-ac.go AcMo
He looked about

bl e ¢ fexalum moxo 3
e fe- xalum moxo a
conj IN- see AcHo  cnm
and noticed that malagan

(Giuote omibbso:

In the sbove =
Topic.
TERTO

conjoined olause wibth

sequantial clauses,

Hample the Bushman

Sentence 9 begins with a Subjsct pronoun and

malagan aave 2 a kuus,
malagan aa-ve e a kuus
carving REL-AMNA conj Zs.R say
carving and he said,

s well established as
the

marking. In subseoguent,

a Hubiect pronoun or no pronoun at all

i1



is amploved (as

sanbences

have
the o

Topic

with a
at lezst a
i

lause.,

SBub ject,

abovel.

Howsver,

the

main

an avent chain continwing the

when anothar argument is introducsd

olausa

of &

praeviously established Topic will alwavs

Subiect pronoun preceding the verb phrass of

DM

in the

Divect Object position, 2 Topic pronoun in the following

clause re-establishes the previous Topic refsrant.

24} Text: Sentence 14

i6al

1&48a1

1&6Gb1

Sentence 1

17al

Sentence 1é& is a part of an ongoing event chain.

talo
talo

a XUus  ¥0 o nari nabes’,
a HUUS KD na-ri nabe’
Js.R fell CRS TP-3pl D.near
He told them this:

"Ne wel Taxuvul nami

ne «el  fa-xuvul na-mi

is «call

"I called

xaataara ngan a
x3a—-taara ngan a
BEMN-1plin =3t cnom

for us to

-~y
K

Mang faavai
na-ne fTza—-vai
TR-3s CE2-mumu.leaf

taara
taara

xaravaat nanabe’
¥aravaat na-nabe’
hero

xuluna
#ulu-na

an

T
T

TP-D.near 35 CNT
2at this giant/hero lying here.”

lu
Iu

pl

tefin
tefin
WOME N

LS-together TP-Zpl so.that 1iplin
you together so that we could gather together

taa fawxuvul
taa fa-xuvul
IRR CS5-together

i taxa mati."
i taxka mati

lie

He gave the women (the work of collecting) some leaves
(Lit: he caused leaves on the women)

gquots Waana refers to

When

Mea e s s

- =
&eon Lo oal.

the svent lins

Topic and Subject

resumes ,

ary o bring Waanz back

v allc,

into prominance.

it

and ths

Within ths

‘mighty hearo’.

the Topic pronoun pansg 1is

We have mentionsd that the Topic and syntactic Subject

ars wusuwally co-referential and that both positions may be

oomcupiad in ths same sentence.

Whean ths

sentencs

has a

iz



noun phase in ths Topic position the pressnce or absence of
a Hubject pronoun appears to be contingent upon saveral
factors., A sentence will have a Subjsct pronoun
acoonpanying the Topic noun phrase:
1} when the Topic has no anaphoric referent
or whan the Topic noun phrasse refsrent has most recently
appeared in a nonTopic nown phrase [Di.e. a5 a Dirsct Object
or as the Objsct of a3 Prepositiond.
2h) Text: Sentence 14
1421 A ting, ting
a ting ting
Fs.R hit  hit
He tapped and tapped (the garamut},
i4bl e M xipang  banqui ri savat paan fetaxapus.
= mu xipang  bangut ri savat paan fe-taxapus
conj pl bushman ignorant 2Zpl arrive go IN-finish

and the ignorant bushmen went on arriving until
they were all there,

I clauwsse 14b the ignorant bushmen have not previously
appearad in the narrative and so the Topio noun phrass is
goecompanisd by a8 Dubject pronoun.

2} when the Topio is modifisd by other material [i.es.
prepositional phrase, relative clause, verb phrasel and is
separated from the Subject position.

Z) in Object complements.

This set of gensralizations/rules? has besen drawn from
stories by soms of the most proficisnt Fars storyv-tellers.
Howsver, not svery Hara story-teller has internalized this
same set of rules. One particular story-teller habitually
includes s Subject pronoun in a8 senbtance with a2 Topic noun
phrase only i that noun phrase is a third parson group,

withowt regard o any previous appsarance as a Topild.

1%



1

Another uses Subjsct pronouns freguently, but not
consistently, in clauses with imperfective aspect. Even
aucomplished story-tellers oocasionally use Subject pronouns
in places other than those indicated by the gensralizations

listed., No consistent reasons for such use have been able

bt be determinsd.

2.1.3 The Iniftial Sequence of a2 Narrative
27) Text: Title: Na Xipang Narie Raivung®
The Bushman and the Fruit Bat
It is dmportant to remsmber that a3 Kara story stardts with
the title., Usually the title names the one or twd most
important animate characters (Spirit beings arse btypically
MOT mentionsd in titles). The title, then, is the firsi

instancs of topic sstablishment. Heving pressnted the main

ot
=

characters, the story-teller usually then ssbs shage

with an opsning linse which 1) gives a gensral bime

H

-

reference, 2 again mentions the acbtive character(s), and 3}

establishes the situational matrix in which at lezst the

H

first scens takes place. The parametsres of bthe matrix ars
not simply timse and place. They btypically establish sone
prevalent condition or activity which is relevant for the
rest of the narrative. A& bypical first ssntence would go

somathing like this:

On a3 certain day, a boy (Mo} went up to the bush to hunt.

Such an opening sentencs would sstablish the bush as the

global setting, and hunting as the macro-event within the

i4



situational matriyg of the narrative. Subsegquent svents
ocour undar the umbrellas of, or bscauses of, this macro-
event. The first sentence is very often perfective in
aspect and appezrs to bs the first svent, albeit a very
general one, of the narvrative. Subseguent sentences in the
introduction are typically impevrfective in aspeoct and
contain background information about either the Topic or the
macro-svent .

28} Text: Sentence 1

13

In

saxa yaan %o na  Xipang bangut HO  W&&nN
& saxa yaan #0 na  Xipang bangut XD waan
cnm one  day CRS pnm Bushman ignorant CRE stay
One day the ignorant Bushman was

pe iz bina sina.

pe 1z bina si- na
GLOC LOC village PDS-3s

in his area of the village.

22} Text: Sentence 2

Z2al Mane wve toxan a @ futb pe lamina ®avil sina
na—-ne ve toxan a fut pe la- mi—- na xavil 5i~ na
TP~3s ANA have conm banana BLOC LOC-back-3s section PDS-3s
He had bananas at the back of his section

Zbl e na Raivung  wvulail fuunz  fenau a fut sina.
e na Raivung vilai fuuna  fenau a fut 31—~ na
conj pnm Fruit.bat always HAEB steal cnm banana FOS.3s

and Fruit bat always used to steal (was forsver stealing)
Mis bananas.

I the example from the Hara narrative above Raivung "Froit
Bat’ is actually a somswhat minor character. Thes
presupposed spirit-being, represented by the malagan® mashk,
is actually the snergizing foroce. The Bat, mask and stump
are simply his agents. The garden is the primary sstting
and Waans s presence in the area is the general condibion ov

L)

macro-avent. Sentence 2 begins with a Topic pronoun plus an



anaphoric reference marksr because two individuals have been
identified in the title but only ons hasz been referred to so
far. That ons is still the topic of clause Za.

Vary freguently secondary characters or supporting
objects are brought into the narrative at this point. The
prime characters of the initial sentence are always
introduced as g specific person or group of people and
frequently are named. The vast majority of the time they
are encoded as syntactic Topics. Oocasionally, howsver,
they appsar as Dirvect Objscts.

Within thse introduction to & narrative the principals and
supporting characters asre usually intreoduced zs Topios.
Subsequantly, new characters are bypically introduced as
peripharal srguments or as Direct Objects of & verb of
perception.  Once introdaced, they may immediztely baocone
Topics. In the following example ‘womsen’ becomss the
immediate topic after introduction in the prepositional
phrase.

I Texut: Sentence 17
17al Nane faavai suluna iu  tefin
na-nas faa-vai ¥l -na  lu tefin
TP-Zs CE2-mumu.leaf on -3s pl woman

He gave the women (the work of collecting) some l=aves
{(Lit: he caused leaves on the women)

i7bl e lu tefin moxo ri fafet tang putuna wai aave
e lu tefin moxe ri  faf -et tang putu-na wai ag—-ve

conj pl woman AcMo 3pl mumu-ac.go huge head-3s tres REL-ANA
and the women then mumued (cooked in an =sarth oven)
that hugs head of the tree (stumpl.

Tmportant supporting objects/props, on the other hand, are

introduced as Direct Objects, usually as the noun “thing®



modified by & prepositional phrase or Relative clause.
Supporting objects or "things" are rarely encoded as Topics
The one sxception to this generalization about the
introduction of participants is the case of supporting
groups, il.e. villagers, psople, bushmsn., These largs third

paerson groups 2re Trequently introduced into the narrvative

in the Topic position by an identifying noun phrase.

2alu4 New Terms of Reference
One of the more interesting technigues smployved by Hars

story-tellers is that of using new terms of reference when

1

re-introducing the principal charvacteri(s). Thess new terms
of reference are sometimes, but not slways, marked with the
anaphoric refersance norphemse.  For instances, in the
introduction & charvasobter may be called “the voung man.”
When next introduced as a8 Topic, he may be referred to Dy
his nams. Following that he may be referred to as "the
mighty hero" (karavaztl. While the identity of the

principal characters is obvious becauss they are referrved to

in fifty to ninsbty percent of the clauses, it is also
possible to tell who is important simply by adding up the

rsnber of differsnt noun phrasses ussd to refer to each
character. In the couwrss of & narrative, therse is a venry
marked tendency for the principal charactar to be referred
to by a new term whensver the pace of the action inocreases”

ar thers iz a shift in direction.

Py
o



31 Text: Sentence 1

il A  saua vaan %o na_ Xipang bangut KO WEan
a Saxa yaan ¥ na Xipang bangut B WARN
cnm one day CRS pnm Bushman ignorant CRS stay
One day the ignorant Bushman was

pe la bina SiNd.

pa ia bina i~ na
GLOC LOC village PDE-3s

in his area of the village.

2y Text: from Sentence 3

3cl e vungut 0 na _ Waana ve i taxa
= vungut a na Waana ve i faux

coni ignorant that pnm Waanz ANA 3s.1 CNT
but {(was}) igrnorant that Waana (the Bushman) was

#alum mzane ti pe 1z litu.
xalum maan- e ti pe la 1ifu

see  ac.co S5.0 from GLOC LOC house
looking toward him, from ths house.

33y Text: from Sentence 15

15al A maravaalb vouxo taxa tigina......
a xaravaat voxo taxa tigina
cnm haro ALT ONT stand
The hero meanwhile was standing

34

—

Text: from Sentence 74

2421 E tang matalava siri....
=] tang mata-lava si -ri
conj huge man ~big POS-3pl
And their huge big-man,

S gt
)

In the examples above “the moronio Bushman, "Waana ), Lh

mighty hero’ amnd “the grest Digemansohisd’ all refer to the
same parbticipant, bringing him back into prominenoe.
Z.0.0 Re-introduced Topilos

ares e i hrooiue

this is wsuelly dons Dy means of a



but anothse

ah T LAIE i

these P oornt i nuasol Wit &

i
iy
-t
i
-
N
‘
>
e
Eed
-
el
it
~
Taals
i
H
e
it
3

Ford ionesod by xo. IF thers have

varal intsrvening Topics since a8 particular referent

mantioned, then to re-introducs that referent as a
Topic reguires & full noun phrass, usually containing some
Hindgd of descriptive phrase/clause plus a deictic marksr.
353 Text: Sentence 24
24az1 E tang matalava siri

e fang mata-lava si -ri

conj huge man -big POS-Ipl

And their huge big-man,

gava valai a putuna foxol BEVE, «cuas

aa -va wvalai a putu-na toxol ag —ve

REL-COL provide cnm head-3s tree.sp REL-AMA

who provided that stump (for the feast)
In the above sxample the "big-man" is a themstized Object
displaced leftward and is modifiad by 3 Relative clausa.

The most inmsdiats, previows refersnocs to the "big-man®,

Wzanza, ocourred in Sentence 17 in the ftext.

dalod Ellipsis
Gubisct ellipsis in co-ordinate clauses pressnts an

N ocondoinsd olauses

interasting problem in Karvs discourse. I
the Subject of the second olswse and 3211 following clauses
iz freguently =1ided.
Z6) Text: Sentence 11
111 4 fala wulaamaan 2 0 vyaas fang fol
a fala ulaz- maan @ vaas  tang tol

Js.B run return-ac.co conj carry huge  spear
He came running back carrying a huge spear



11 & €@ wxazafan Mmarasaxaine
] xazaf-an  marasaxa- in- e
conj dig- CRF  immediately-CRF-3s.0
and proceeded to dig with if

s8na funa fang wai 3ave.
SE- na funa fang wai ag— ve

ASC-3s  base huge tree  REL-ANA
about the stump of that huge iree.

This pressnts no probleam as long as there is only a
single refersnt. When ultiple referents are involved,
tracking bsoomss more complicated. The English translation
of one protobyvpical exampls iss

"Piuse hit Benog angd Oo didn’t fall down.®

F7Y 0 Na Pius buk na  Beno = o pife poxo.
prm Pius punched pnm Beno conj MEG  fall
Fiusa punched Benog and/but (Benod didn't fall down.

In this case Beno is the one who didn't fall. kKara sllipsis

ritles appear to key in on the case relabtions of the

conjoinsd propositions.  Actor/bgents in the first clauss
ramain Actor/Agesnts (IF bthere is one) in the sscond and
Fatiant/Undergoers remain Patient/Undergoers. Beno as the

Fatisnt Andergoer/Obijsct of thse first is identified wiith the
Patient/Bubisct of the second, If Pilus wers to continue as
Topioc of ths second clauwss, his cass rols would be changed.
Than a third person singular Topic-Object pronoun would be

used in order o mark the disconbinuity.

S8y Na Pius tuk na Beno @ NaNs PoHd.
pnm Pius punched pom Beno cond he fall

Pius, punched Benog and hea =11 down,
If the Predicate of the second clauss is also a

transitive verb and the case roles remain the same, bthe

20



Topic/Agent is 2lided and the third person Object clitic is

39} Text: Bentence 12

1%a3 _4 put tang funa wai aave,
a put tang funa w3i aa- ve
3s.R pull.out huge base tree REL-ANA
He pulled out that huge tree base

1261 e € fe vaas fasivie xe la bina.
& fe vaas fa-sivi- e #2 la bina
coni PUR.go carry CS8-go.down—3s.o0 to LOC village
and carried it down to the village.
Here Waana, representsd by the subject pronoun s, in olause

al is elided in the sscond clause; while the Object, "tree

wai’ is represented by the third person Objsct olitic,

§
&

2.2 Plot Progression versus Descriptive Fill

Fara marrvative, like narratives of other languages,
needs to be abls o present material in such 3 way that the
hearsr can sort it into items of paramount intersst and
itemns of secondary intersst. in a narrative the natural
items oFf paramount interest are the svents. They constitute
the framework of the narrative. This is not to say that
items of sescondary intersst are unimporbant Oor WNNBCeSSETY.
An wnadornsd string of svents makes for boring story-
telling. In Eara, certain aspscitusl/modal markers are
assoviated with plot progression. Additionslly, certain of

the deixis morphemss ave mors likely to be associated with

W

avents while others ocouwr with more descriptive passage
The aspsct markers and modals ocourring with svents are

parfective or involve motion. The perfective third pesrson

Gub ject pronoun a, =ero marking for Subject, and the

~y 3
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FPurposive mobtion morphemss bypically ocour with svents. The
auxiliaries taxa and fuuna, the imperfective third person
singular Subject pronoun i, and the clausal modals are
typically associated with descriptive material. The verbal
pratfix for Inchoative and reduplication also typically ocour
in descripbive portions of narratives. The variowus perfect
aspect markers typically ococur in subordinate olauses
describing events that have ococurred in the past but have
current relevance, such material is not sventive, it is
dascripbive, as is the material in relative or complament
clauses. The relativizer, sava then, is z2ssociabsd wibth
dascription, as is the deitic ve. Ths anaphoric referent
marker gave, on tha onthar hand, is typically zassocizbed with
ong of the principal characters around whom the events
ravolve and who is, therefors, more likely fo be associated
with events. Verb phrases with re-iterated verbs, sven
punctiliar verbs, are less sventive bscsuse they ars baiﬁg
carriad out over a period of time. Some verbs, liks
tamasiak, an incepbive verb me2aning ‘got ready to’ or
‘preparved himsslf, supress 3 very gensral, non-descript
avant. We fesl thess less eventive verd phrases also fall
into the descriptive category since they are less salient as
far as the framspwork of the narrative is concernsd.  They do
move the narrative forward slightly, but their main function
apams o b to prepare the bearer for a2 following, mors

important svent.



2.3 Special Effects
2.%01 Masked fAgents

While Fara possesses and uses a Passive construction it
appears only rarely. & far mors common oebhod of obscuring

the fAgent is by using the third person plural Subject

pronoun when therse is no logical/obvious referent. The

ot
x

result is a very indefinite "they"; usually appsaring as
Gublject of an smbsdded clauss well to the right in the
sentencs.
A48y Tewt: Sentence &
41 Ma Raivung XD & texaas o ri fo ftingine.

na Raivung %o 3 texaas o ri fo tingin-=

pnm Fruit.bat CRS 3s.R know  that 3pl PRF find- 3s.0
Fruit bat realized that they had found him.

e ey

F.5.d Poetical Prose

Fara postic form is simply the repebtition of the same
clause or sentence. This is observed occasionally in
narratives, wsuslly when sonsone 15 singing. More
fraeguantly we sese what ws refer bto as "near poetic form": a
seriess (2 or 3) of similar length clauses or short sentences

gnding in the sams phrasse or word.

411 Teut: Sentence 1

il A saxs yaan %o na Xipang bangut HO© waan
a saxa yaan ¥0 na  Xipang bangut ¥ waan
cnm one day CRS pnm Bushman ignorant CRE  stay
One day the ignorant Bushman was

pe la bina 5ina.
pa la bina si- na

GLOC LOC village POS-3s
in his area of the village.

e
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423 Text: Sentence 2

Z2al Mane wve foxan z fut pe lamina xavil 5ina
na-ne ve toxan a fut pa la= mi- na xavil H5i- na

TP-3s 4NA have cnm banana GBLOC LOC-back-3s section POS-3s
He had bananas at the back of his section

2bl e na Raivung wuulai fuuna fenau = fut 5ina.
=] na Raivung vulai fuuna fenau 2 fut 5i- na
cong pnm Fruit.bat always HAE steal crm banana POS.3s

and Fruit bat always used to steal (was forever stealing)
his bananas.

Each olause in this segment of the narrative ends in the
word sinag "his’ s This is 2 particularly fine sample of ths
near-poetic forn beczuse:s 1) of the presencs of the two
near-sounding forms, bing and lamina, 23 the hesad nouns of
the thres phrasss are each differsent yvet the posssessive

-y

pronoun fits them all, and 3) the meter of the two clauses

S

of Sentence 2 i nearly identical.

Postic and near postic forms are most likely to ocour in
descriptive or background mabtariazl. In spoken navrabive, it
is very noticeable because of the falling intonation pattern
at the 2nd of the clause and the re-ococurrencse of the words.
It is also very apt to becoms Tormalized so that story-
tellers repealb that ssotion by rovte.

2,35 Lett Dislocation/Displacemsnt
Llaft Dislocation is wsed in Earsa to give an argument

graatsr prominencs. One manifestation of left dislocation

in Eara is thematization of Direct Objects and Instrumsnts.

Anothar is the fronting of 2 Temporal-Locative phrasse® to a
pra-Topic position to sstablish a sstbting and to divide the
discourse into segments. Directionsls may also be brought
forward in the olause from their normal post-Dbject

~3
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position.  Primarily this fronting process involy

gapecially dynamic mobion with the Goal case relation.

Instead of the normals _A matas a8 sivi su xe la pia “The man

weant down btoward the ground®y the form becomes & _mataa la
pia sivi suw "The man downward went.” The dirvectional is
fronted to the pre-verb position and the Goal marker is
deleted. In English it would be comparabls to "he went

down' versus “down he went.”

43y Text: Sentence 2

2Bl e nz Raivung yulsai fuuna fenau 13 fut 5ina.
= na Raivung vulai fuuna  fenau 1z fut s5i—- na
cond prm Fruit.bat always HABR steal cnm banana POS.3s

and Fruit bat always used to steal (was forever stealing?
his bananas.

The wverb phrase construction in clausse 2bl is the most
highly marked of three possible alternatives?. Left-ward
displacemsnt of any periphesral increases its impact. The
Fruit Bat’'s persistance in stealing Waana’'s bananas helps to
guplain the Bushman’'s strong reazction in the following

zaction of the narrvative.

Z2.%.4 Spell Breaker

It izm a freguent practice of Karaz storyv-tellers to
conclude a narrative with a totally wunrelated comment. Each
narrator has his favorites and they tend to stick to ons or
two at a8 time, replacing the wused ones as newar, mors
striking, closing comments ocour to tham,

44Y) Text: Sentence 25

2%5al1 E xuuskuus  moxo  taxapuset
e suus-kuus moxo  baxapus-et

conj IT -say AcMo Tinish -ac.go
And the story is finished

-
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25b1 = laanet moxeg lapaana ivin si Billimaris.
= lask -et moxo  la-paana ivin si Billimaris
conj go.up-ac.go AcMo  LOC-under bed POS Billimaris
and goes away up under the bed of Billimaris.

Sentence 25 is a typical type of story closursey the
story is complete and then some kind of statement iz made

"to break the spell" bringing svervons back Lo the here and
now.  Billimaris was a person in the room listening to the
BHEOTY . Having besn completed, the svent is "real" and the
story, being treated as 38 resl objsct, can now go undernsath

moms2one s beod.

2.4 GSome Stylistic Devices

Gection breaks in Kara narratives are formslly maried
by & combination of two or more of the following conditions:
1y thematized Temporal-Locative phrasess, 2) 3 well marked
changs of Topic, or 3 changss of scens or locabtion. A
Locative phrase, ftemporal or spatizl, is normaslly found at
the and of 3 clause. By fronting it to the clause-initial,
pre-Topic position its prominence is increased. Huch
thematized phrases serve to modify the global sebtting given
in the introduction of the narrvative amd freguently
introducs 3 changs of physical location a3s wsll. The cholos
of locative supression wsed varies from story-teller to
shory-teller, and sometimes even from story to story by a
single teller, but the device observed in many ftexts for
breaking the discoursse into sections is a Locative phrase

containing the word yvaan “day’ .



oy

2u4.1 Conflict Dvoles

We have found the ides of ‘conflict cvoles’ to be a
usaful diagnostic tool in analyzing Eara narratives. In the
sample narrative gach ocyole is prefaced by a temporal phrase
or clauwsse o modify the temporal setting. The Temporal-—

Locative form, 13 saws vaan #€o followsd by a noun phrase

plus 2o is formalized to the sxbtent that it Lbypically
appsars only once in s narrative and prefaces the major
conflict cyoles.  In the sampls narvrative this oocurs in
Bentence B.  The preliminary conflict ovole with Fruit Bat

is completed, preparing the ground for the main conflict.

which have bsen called “"vrounds".  The first round begins

with the la saxs vaan #o phrase and is sebt in Waana’'s

garden.  Round bwo begins with a temporal suborvdinate clause
and Waarna s arrival a8t a8 mew locabtion, the villags. The
thivd and conclusive round is dndtiated with another
temporal clauses and is set on the jowrnsy back o the
people’s indivicdual hamlets. This Final round is further
subdivided into two ssctions, the first dealing with the
retribution visited upon the people and the sscond foousing
specifically on Waana s punishment.

Minor conflict resolution or the end of a conflict oyole
in Eara narrative is typically sypressed by a participant’'s
@xit. Freguently the transition between thse minor conflict
cvoles consists of a motion verb indicating the exit as the
closure to the first cvole followsd by some sort of Tail-

Head linkage as the inception of the second. This Tail-Head

=7
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Linkage can be very flexibles i.e. attainment of 2 goal, a
specific event within a larger action, rather than the
simple repetition of the preceding clause or phrass.
43) Text: from Sentence 12
12bl = fe vaas fasivie @ la bima.
& fe vaas fa-sivi~ @ xe la binz
conj PUR.go carry CS-go.down-3s.0 to LOC village
and carried it down to the village.
PARAGRAPH 4: Cycle Two, Round 2: Waana Gives A Feast
44) Text: Sentence 13
122l Layaan fesavat paa 12 bina, ...
la— vaan fe-savat paa la bina
LOC-day IM-arrive eastward LOC village
Upon arrival in the village,
Found ong conoludss with Waana carrying the stump (with the

mask) down to the village. Round two opens with 3 temporsl

clause concerning his arrival thers.

2.4.8 Conflict Conoluded

Concluding sentences, those sxpressing the resolution of
the major contlict, are btyvpically complex constructions.
They may exhibit initial clauses wibth substantial left
dislocation or displacement, complex noun phrases with
moditying relative clausss in thematic or topical positions,
and heavy verb sorphology.  The fingl oclzuse of a concluding
santence is Tregusently exbremsaly simpls.
473 Teut: Sentence 24
2453 E tang matalava siri

= tang mata-lava si -ri

conj huge man -big PDOS-3pl
and their huge big-man,

26



aava valai a putuna  ftoxol aave,

aa -va wvalai a putu-na toxol aa -ve

REL-COL provide cnm head-3s tree.sp REL-ANA

who provided that stump (for the feast)
24b1  tang xarei o a tusavak paaliuan a tena

tang xarei xo a tu-savak  psaliu -an 2 te -na

huge root CRS 3s.R FO-rupture greatly-CRF cnm buttocks-3s

a huge root now ripped apart his buttocks
24cl & famaat.

e fe-maat

conj IN-dead

and (he} died.
In the above skample the ‘big-man’ is thematicy his offense
is related in the relative clause but an instrumsnt appsars
in the Topic position and is marked as the most salient
participant. The verb iz marked by a prefix and modifisd by
an intensifier noting the promotion of the instroment.
Waans is denobed again in the possession marking. Ssntence

21 s similavr, although not as compley as Sentence 24, in

its relating the eeans of resolution. Compared to the rest

of the sentence the short, dirsct, final olause of both this
santencs and Sentence 21 comss as a shociking contrast,

although, cultwrally, it is the sspected conoclusion.  In

[ o

both cases the sllipsis of the Sublisoct in the final clauss

is based on the identity and case rols of the possessive

marker.,

Z.0 Conclusion

Dne of the most heavily wbilized processes in kara
narrative is that of “fronting’ or leftward displacement for
the purpose of esphasis. At the phrase level there are

sramples such 358

i

483 3 matzas saxas ONe MANSPRUEONT VETBHUS

4

.

a2 wmaxa mataa ‘a3 certzin mansperson’

SRy
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or 2 vio molava ‘& largs pilig’ VEPSUS
g btang vio ‘huge pig’
Modifisrs which preceds the noun they modify

very limited oclass in Kara and are 3lwuays anp

way. For instance, the form ka fesing ‘my de

much more emotive than the normal fesing siak

constitute s

hatic in soms

av friend’ is

“my Tridend’.

On the colauss and sentence levels the text conbtains severs

instances where a8 noun phrase is given addesd
haing fronted to the btopic position.  In the
locative phrass of mors than novmal interest

from its peripheral olauss final position to

emphasis by
SAME MANNSBT &
is displacsd

the beginning

of the sentencs wherse it nobt only has greater sophasis butb

functions &t a higher (discowrss) level, i.8.
conflict oyole.

We have been looking into the ‘gsnius’ of
languags. We, oursslees, have found and cont

Fara to be a Tascinating study. Our goal is

inbroodusing

the Esra
imae to find

to understand

1

k=3

both the languagese and the peopls bstier so that our efforts

in franslation will be improved. We belisve
investigation of Fara narrative will help mak

improvensnt possible.

this

2 that
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Appendices
. Textk

Title: Na Xipang narie Raivung
The Bushman and the Fruit Bat

PARAGRAPH 1: Setting and Introduction of Participants
Sentence 1

11 4 saua yaan xo na Xipang bangui XD wWasn pe la bina sina,
a s53xa vaan ¥o na Xipang bangut ¥ waan pe iz bina si-na
cnm one day CRE pnm Bushman ignorant CRE stay GLOC LOC ares POS-3s
Une day the ignorant Bushman was in his area of the village.

Sentence 2

2a] Nane wve toxan a fut pe lamina 2avil sina
na-ne ve  toxan a2 fut pe ta- mi— na xavil 5i- na
TP-3s ANA& have conm banana BLOC LOC-back-3s section FOS-3s
He had bananas at the back of his section

2bl e na  Raivung vulai fuuna fenau a fut 5ing.
a na Raivung vulai fuuna fenau 3 fut si~- na
conj prnm Fruit.bat always HAB steal com banana POS5.3s

gand Fruit bat always used to steal (was forsver stealing)
his bananas.

Paragraph Z: Cycle One: Waana Catches A Thief

-

Sentence 3

Fal Saxa vyaan 2o, na Raivung KD, & timin a S&KI MO
S3axa yaan #0 na  Raivung Pn B timin 2 SaKa mo
one day CRS prm Fruit.bat CRS 3s.R put cnm one  thing
One day, Fruit Bat put 3 certain thing

malaan sena malagan, aava nane To fzlaxe, la matana
malzan se- na malagan aa- va na-ne fo talak-e la mata-ns
EEM ASC-3s carving REL-CDL TP-3s PRF carve-3s.o LOC sye- 3z
like a traditional mask, which he had carved, on his face.

bl & masa fenaw €0 3cl e vungut o na MWaana ve
=] maa fenau  xo 2 vungut o na Waanz ve
conj PUR.co stesl CRE conj ignorant that pnm Waana ANA

and came to steal but (was! ignorant that Waana {(the bushmani}

ot

taxa xalum maane ti pe iz T
taxa xalum maan— 2 %1 pe la 1i
I CHNT  ses ac.co-3s.0 from GLOC LOC hous
i

wes looking toward him, from the house.

f
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Sentences 4

41 E i taxa kuus, "As
£ i taHa kuus a3
cond 3.1 ONT say X
fAnd he was saving, "Shs,

RN FDHD
M
B 0D Mo
U 2 bamboo
Sl oe fala savaitel
i fala savat- 2t
cond orun BPrive-al.go
and ran towards (him}
strip?
Scl e tang xaravaat mox
= tang ¥aravaat moxo

conj huge hero AcHo
and the mighty hero then

Sentence &

ALY M T

ng fingin farowoi
ne Lingin
ools i md
T found you oul nows, ™
. & wihy
A it
o Rasbon.strip

shrin

Mo, 2 fexite
moaKo 8 fe-uit-
AcMo

sinufet.

sinuf- 2%
BECAPE-RC .40

ran away/escaped.

2

conj IM-bamboo.strip-3s.0
and began to cane him (with the bamboo

&1 Ma  Raivung ¥D & texass o ri fo tingine.
na Raivung D& texaas o ri fo tingin-e
prnm Fruit.bat CRS 3s.R know  that Zpl PRF find- 3s.o0
Fruit Bat realized that they had found him.
Sentence 7
72l Mane tamasiak si, 7Bl & = timin si a matang malagan
na-ng tamasiak si & fe timin si a mata-na malagan
TP-3Zs get.up ce conj PUR.go put CF  cnm eye ~35 carving
He arose (note thisi, and went to put {(notes thisi that malagan
gave pe la putuna touol.
a3 -ve pa la putu-na toxol
REL-ANS  GLOC LOC head-3s  tree.sp
face on the fop of 3 toxnl tree (stumpl.
PARAGRAPH 3: Cycle Two, Round 1: Waana Bags A Stump
Sentence B
821 La saxa yaan x0, na Xipang bangui ¥0o  sangas laak saa
la saxa vaan =0 na  Xipang bangut xo  sangas laak saa
LOC one day CRE pnm Bushman ignorant CRS walk  go.up PERM
One day the ignorant Bushman walkad up

e
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pe lana uma 5ina.
pe lz3-nz uma si-na
GLOC LOC-3s garden POS-3s
through his garden.

Sentence 9

Pzl A kazlumet MoND, & Texalum
2 kazlum-et moxo 8 fa- xalum
Is.R loogk-ac.go AcMo coni IN -see
He looked about and noticed

a malagan aave bl & a kuus
2 malagan az-ve 2 a kuus
cnm carving REL-ANA coni 3s.R say
that malagan carving and he said,

@1y "ha, nane pevoxo i taxa
aa na-ne pe-voxo i taxa
EXC, TP-3s GBLOC-ALT 3s.1 CNT

"Aha! That settles it, he is sitting (thers! facing me,

(Essentially ‘challenging me’

mo
MoK

]

Acho

%

nai
nai
sit

)

MBAN,
maan
ac.co

Q23 i taa pes a tana tanin.”
i taa pes a ta- na tanin

Is.1 IRR defecate cnm skin-3s

oday

he will defecate his insides (out}! fodav.

(He is really going to be sorry tod

Sentence 10

10zl MNane tamasiak mouo, 2 fala ulaa e la lifu
na-ne tamasiak wmoxo = fala wulaa e la  lifu
TP-3s get.up AcHo conj run return to LOC house PDS.3s
He took off and ran back to his house,
10b] eno fe siak a tol sina.
=no  fe siak a tol s5i—- na
CiM PUR.go get cnm spear POS-3s
and he got his spear.
Sentence 11
11zl A fala ulaamaan =] yaas tang tol
a fala wulaa- maan & vaas  tang tol
Js.R run return—ac.co coni carry  huge spear

avl.

H= came running back carrving a huge spear

iibl = xaafan marasaxaine
=] #aazf-an marasaxa- in- e
coni dig- CRF immediately-CRF-3s.0
and procesded to dig with it

SEna funa tang wai aave.
S8~ na funa tang wai az— va
ASC-3s base huge tres  REL-ANA
about the stump of that huges tres.

g
wdd



Sentence 12

2al A put tang funaz wai aave,
a put tang funa wai aa- ve
Fs.R pull.out huge base tree REL-ANA
He pulied out that huge tree base

1281 e fe yaas fasivie xe la bina.
= fe yaas fa-sivi- e #e la bhina

conj FUR.go carry CS5-go.down-3s.o0 to LOC village

and carried it down to the village.
PARAGRAPH 4: Cycle Two, Round 2: Waana Gives A Feast
Bentence 13
1%ad Layaan fesavat pas la bina,
la— yaan fe-savat paa 1a bina

LDC~-day IN-arrive eastward LOC village
Upon arrival in ths villagse,

nane siak famating®® &  putuna  toxol lapia
na-ne siak fa-mating a3 putu-na  toxol la- pia
TP-3s take CS-lay.down cnm head-3s free  LOC-ground

he put down {(dropped} the stump on the ground
13b] =& a ting a yaamut.
=) a ting & yaamut
conj 3s.R hit cnm slit-gong
and struck the garamut (slit-gongl.

Sentence 14

1431 A ting, ting
a ting ting
Zs.R hit  hit
He tapped and tapped (the garamui),

14b1 e mu xipang bangut i savat paan Tetaxapus.
2 mu Mipang bangut ri savat paan fe-tawapus
conj pl bushman ignorant 3pl arrive go IN-finish

and the ignorant bushmen went on arriving until
they were all thers.

Sentence 15

1531 A ¥aravaat vouxo taua tigina fo sasawazf pana
a xaravaal voxo taxa tigina fo sa-sawaaf pa-na

cnm hero ALT CNT stand  PRF DU-marked INS5-3s lime.powdsr

The hero meanwhile was standing having marked/decorated with

lime powder

5 ngalis la putuna 15b3
=) ngalis la putu-ns
conj feather LOC head-3s

and feathers on his head

= nanam sait
2 nanam sait
coni pleased too.
and {(h2) was pleased ftoo.

e



Sentence 14

1&al

16021

140b1

f XUUs xo  nari nabe’,
a HUUS KD na-ri nabe’
iZs.R tell CRS TP-3pl D.near
He told them this:

"Ne xel faxuvul nami talo taara taa faxuvul
ne  xel  fa-wuvul na-mi  talo taara faa fa-xuvul
is ©all CS-together TP-2pl so.that iplin IRR CS-together
"I called vou togethsr so that we could gather together

waatzara ngan a xaravaat nanabe’ i taxa mati."
waa—-tazara ngan &  xaravaat na-nabe’ i taxa matbi
BEM-1iplin eat cnm hero TP-D.near 3s.1 CNT  lie

for us to e=at this giant/hero lying here.”

Sentence 17

17121

17b1

MNane faavai xuluna lu tefin

na-ne faa-vai sulu-na  lu tefin

TP-Zs CEZ-mumu.leaf on -3 pl woman

He gave the women (the work of collecting) soms leaves
tLit: he caused leaves on the women)

2 ity tefin mox ri fafet tang putuna  wal  aave
e In tefin moxo ri faf —-et tang putu-na wai aa—ve
conj pl woman AcMo  3pl mumu-ac.go huge head-3s trese REL-ANA
and the women then mumued {(cooked in an earth oven)

that huge head of the tree (stump).

Sentence 18

18al

18b1

Ri Wa3nN, Waan xo, a8 bina #0  leaf
ri HAAMN  WRAN KO e bina ¥o  leaf
3pl stay stay CRS con} place CRE affernoon

They waited and waited and the place (became! afiernoon

=] lu tefin o ri fui 2 mun i8cl e mu tomexaan
] lu tefin 20 ri fui 2 mn 2 mu tomexaan
cong pl woman CRS Zpl  open cnm earth.oven cond pl man

and the women opensd the =arth oven and the man

ri  taftavai xolai la palouw iri i8dl e Ti fangan.
ri  ta-tavai xolai la palow i- ri =} i fangan
Zpl IT-give about LOC midst GEN-3pl conj 3pl eat
distributed (it} out among theam and they ate.

Sentence 19

1721

Ri fangan xapiak HO,
ri fangan xapiak KO
Ipl  =at complete CRS

They finished eating

H
HE
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PARAGRAPH 5: Cycle Two, Round 3:

e ri tifais? sens @ ngavuk  sird

2 ri tif -ai s -na my  ngavuk  sio-ri
conj Zpl fill.up-PDF 4SC-3s pl portion POS-3pl
and they stowed away their remaining portions

a i ulas %0 ke la nubina siri.

e ri ulaa ® H la nu-bina 51 ~ri
conj 3pl  return CRS to LOC pl-village PDS-3pl
and they returned now to their villages.

Sentence 20

20a]

20b1

Layaan ri taxa sangaset,

1z -vaan ri taxa sangas—et

LOC-day 3pl ECNT  walk -ac.go
While they were walking away,

a saxz  x0 et a ngute.
a saxa xo tet a ngut -2
chm one CRE feces Zs.R seize-3s.0

one {(of fthem) now, diarrhea seized him.

Sentence 21

2ial

=
E

The Putuna Toxol ‘s Revenge

Layaan a2 rao i falet i pes a nai su
la -vaan a rao i fala- =t i pas a nai su
LOC-dsy  3s.R INT 3s.1 run - ac.go 3s.1 defecate 3s.R sit PERM
When he intendsd to go to defecate, he sguatted down
=] wai =ava ri taxa ngane paamuia  MmOxD,
2 w2zl 3a-va ri taxa ngan-e DRIMII  MOKD
cond tree REL-COL Zpl CONT chew-3s.0 before Acho
and the tres which they were sating befors,
turaraxet 2 pulus vepes sina = maatet.
tu-ra-rak -st a pulus YE-Des si-na & maat-et

Zs.R FO-IT-tear-ac.go cnm opening DU-defecate POS-3s conj die ~ac.go
tore open his anus and he died.

g

Sentence 22

22al

22b1

Falet laa e =8 laa rao i pes
fala—-et lza e Saxa laa rao 1 pes
TUn —ac.go again conj one again INT 3s.1 defecate

Boing on again, and another one intended to defecate

=] femalazn mon
=] fe-malaan mon
conj IN-like only
and (it) was exactly the same.

el
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Sentence 23

I = ]

Rt 1§

Faan, paan = ri femazt “apiak.
paan  paan =] ri fe-maat xapiak
Qo {¥]n] cond 3pl  IN-die complete

{This} went on and svery one of them died.

PARAGRAPH &: Cycle Two, Finale: The Death of Waana

Sentence 24

24al

24b]

24c]

E tang matalava siri

=] tang mata-lava si -ri
cond huge man -big POS-3pl
And their huge big-man,

aava valai a putunz itoxol aave,
as -va wvalai a putu-na toxol aa —ve
REL-COL provide cnm head-3s free.sp REL-ANA
who provided that stump (for the feast)

tang xarei xo & tusavak paalivan a tens

tang xarel Xo & tu-savak  paaliu -an a te ~Na
huge root CRS 3s5.R FO-rupture gresily-LRF cnm buffocks-3s
a huge root now ripped aparit his buttocks

2 femaat.
=] fe-mazt
conj IN-dead
and (he} died.

PARAGRAPH 7 The Closure

Sentence 23

2581

E suuskuys  moxo  taxapusst

2 xuus-kuus moxo  taxapus-eit
conj IT —-s3y  AckMo  finish —ac.go
And the story is finished

2 laanet moxo  lapzana ivin si EBillimaris.
= laak -et moxo  la—paana divin si Billimaris
conj go.up-ac.go AcMo  LOC-under hed POS Billimaris
and goes away up under the bed of Billimaris.



B. LIBST OF ABRREVIATIONS

Al socompaniment (wuaval?l

Bl .0 action procesding toward (maan?
B0 .50 action proceeding away (-ei)

ATl yin} action mover (moxol

anlj adijsctive/modifisr, verb class |
AT alternate (vomrol

ANA anaphoric marker (ve)

ASE associative (s8) concerningsrelating to
ALy auxiliary
BERN benefactive/ malfactive (xa~ xaa-)

CER certainty (tamanal

CEX counter-supactabtion {(xal

ik characteristic/reduplication
DLY climay promoun (8no/nod

SHD conditional (tamo)

el ot} common nown marker (a3

SHT continuastive (taxa) lis...ingld
0L collateral information (vaa)l
oP charging particle {(si)

CRF casne relation funoctor {(-an/—inj
LRE curraent relevant state (w0l

(I causative (fa-
I cauzsstive {(ordinzl} (faa—}
il dual (rod

Dofar far demonstrative (pave?l
e n@ar near demonstrative (nabe

Py discontinusd perfect (mol
g durative/reduplication
EA axclamatbion

=0 foroefully (ftu-)
from from/Bource (L1
GEN inalisnable possession (i3

E gerund (-zan?’
GLOG general location (pa2
me goal marker olitic (13

HAE habitual {(Ffuunza?

T inchoative (fa-)

TR imperative negation (mubal
TR instrumant (pana?

INT intention {(ran’

ints intensifisr

INTERGH interrogative

TRR irrealis (tasl

T iterative/reduplicetion
LG locative (lal

MER negation (pi/pife)d

MM nominalizer (—an?

N near btime (naboxo?

NOWE but now (nabaxa?l

Opgs synbactic obisct
€ o bop oof (Hulo-?
Fa5s passive (-an)d

PO patient defocusing (~ail
PERM parmissive (saa/sul
pl plural (mu, luy nidd

-

P Lo



i Ratit propar noun marker (nal

FOS alienabls possession (si-)}

PP perfect of persistant situation (1ol
FHRE probability (naak)

FRF parfect (fol

Fok possibility {(ula...bams)

PLIR purposse (kena)d

FUR .o purposive, oo in order bto (fe)
PUR.co purposive, come in ordser o (msa?
Fid part of a whole (ne-}

RCP raciprocal (fel-land

FREL relative phoric root (az-)

RPR recent perfect (pibek)

SEM samblative (malaan)

B0 subject pronoun

57 stabtive (tz-3

SLET synbtactic subject

prin] toward (xel

tp topic pronoun

TORPIL topic

TF topio pivot (nal-17

VERE pradicate, syntactic verb

fed b first person dual exolusive

ldlin first person doual inclusive

Iplex first person plural exclusive
iplin first person plural inclusive

1s first parson singular

lsm.o first person singular object oliftic {(~aul
Tk lex first person trial exclusive
1tlin first person btriazl inclusive

second person dual
sacongd psrson plural
sRcond person singular
sorond person brial
third psrson daal
third person plursl

56 trhird person %jnmular

HE LD third person singular object clitic {(-2)
Fs.l third pearson sing. 1mpwr7w”b3VE (i}

Ae.R third psrson sing. ealis (&)

3E1 third person trial

5%



C. Orthographic Assumptions

descriptive term even though a Kara sentsnoe may contain

saveral clauses. The unity of ol

e

uses within a singls
sentance is evidenced bys: 1! the occurrence of the sentenos
internal conjunction & “and/but’ or other conjunctions and
fregusntly &) the absence of an overt Subject pronoun,

Tha initial word/segment of 2 sentence is capitalized and
g8 full stop, guestion wmark, or sxclamation point indicates
the terminus. fther English punctuation marks are snployved
as desmed necsssary.  Ths only one which may appear
confusing is the use of an apostrophs bo indicate the Kara
glottal stop, is: nasbe’ "here’ .

Qrthmgraphiaally we are representing the Irnchoative
morpheamns 2% a prefix fa8- "beginning o’ or "becoms’ . The
auxiliariss fe ‘go in order o’ and maas ‘come in order

ars bobth writiten as separate words,

A
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E. Foobnobes

o The four thousand plus Farz peopls of northern Mew
Treland province, Papua Mew Guinsa live primarily along the
bheaches on both coasts on New Irelarnd. Their territory
forms a band across the island with the northern boundary
about 45 kilomebters south of Favieng. The language group is
bounded by the Tigak languags to the north and by the Nalik
on the souths both of these languages are clossly related to
Fars.

The Fara peopls are agronomists with plantations of
cocondt and cocos as btheir cash crops.  The esxbensive sago
swamps, their annuslly roftsted gardens, variows fruid and
nut brees, feral and domestic pigs and fish/shellfish from
the reef and ooman all contribute to the Fara diet (Stumps
arg not normally 2 part of the diet).
= We have found several examples of verbless constructions
all predicated on the absence of 8 copula in the languags.
Egquative or descriptive clauses of the nature: "She is
tall®y "Michael is a8 teachser"y "The sun is hot" all pressnt

g

= Chavt of Pronouns
TORPIC-ORIEDT Set
Singular Dual Trizal Plural
lat nenia DB —auw inc: nebtasre netaatul naetaara
- B N3N memaatbul NEemaam
2 [REYatw) aime namabul rami
S nang OB e Fid e narubul Mari

SLURBTECT Set
Singular Dzl Trial Plursl
st s incs tazre taatul taara
- SO MBaME maatul ME A M
gt (4]m! me muthiusl mi
Frd ifa TE rutul [

Alisnable Posssssion
Singular Dusal Trial PFlural
st miak inc: sitaars sitaatul Hsitaara
- BRI Bimaams mimazntul HLmaan
2l i im 5 1 me simutiul HLmi
Hrd = 1N HITE sirubul wiri

4 It dism dinteresting to nobts bthe sxtent of internalization
for various story—-tellers and where they deviate from the
genevalizations and in which direction. By far the most
linguistically interesting of the conditions is the first.
It suggests the structure of the Hara sentence, at least in
this particular aresa, is based on discourss considerations
above the sentence level.



® Hipangs and Raivungs

Imn Fara folklore the xipangs sre ssesn as bush beings
which are very similar to actual humans. There ars bwo
varieties: intelligent ones and moronic ones. From other
tales we know xipangs freguently interact with real peopls
but possess magical qu113t1e> that snabils them to avoid
being *acoqnxvmd HE & HIipang The moronic ones can b
incredibly stupid which mﬁiw their adventurss very

@ntﬁrtaining“ This genre of story provides a8 natural method

for expressing real happsnings which might be embarrassing
or o aven dangarous to recount iFf the ddentity of the actusl
parbicipant wers revesled.

Faivung is the name of a smallesr variety of Fruit Bst
fwinospan of about 12-14 inches). The Rsivung of our story
obviously posssssses many human characteristics along with
his own endearing gqualities, The humanizing of animal
characters is a Fregusnt mobtif in Eara folklore.

“ & omalagan is an art form wnigus to Mew Ireland. Typically

it ois s carved, wooden image, ussad in mortuary feasts. I
may be a2 mask, a3 statustte vagusely humarn in form or Lt may
e an animal carving. After having been carved, they weres
paintad in clam-ownsd colors and pult on displsy for g
Timited tima. Mob 211 ‘wmalagans’ were carved, soms wara
woven out of cans.  Today ' s preferred medive for thsss
mamorials is cemsnb.

7 o Increased pacs of the action is mavked bye
strings of svents deliversd rapidly by speaber
W&lmpim clauvsse structure with aoctive verbs
=the ocourrenos of moxo in the narrative
=R TOm L nE referencw (or zero marker) until the olimax
statensnt then ano or a3 full noun phrase ss Topils

B

® A osimple Locsbtive Dhid\@ with the ls case relsior may be
wsed in one of thr wavs. Ih may Pﬁfﬁvﬁnumz
3 i bdori

ot

1
= SRR AT

—

v
nd

? Marke

LLTIME b

rE nl"
DAaNANSS.
imbo bhe

incorporatbed

oA radivang yvulai fuune fenauw o a fub sina.
The fruit bat alwayvs would steal his bananas.
sation of an elemsnt giving special

frighily o mark

{Lesfth disl
snphasis o ib.d

4



e Thers is oa rather interssting word play going on at fthis
point from 1321 through 1433, The verb "ting’ has the
meaning of striking or fapping something through the
longitudinal axis of the implement wused for striking. For
instance, btapping the end of vour vertically held pencil on
the desk is the action describsd by the verb fing. To play
g swlit-gong in Mew ITeeland vouw wsould normally strike 1% in
thisg manner with & long pisce of cans. The verb phrass in
1331 i3 an interesbting construction with several component
parts.  The main verb siak ftypically has the meaning "geh’
but in this case “take’ is allowzble and more accurats. The
second verbal i

i

fothe series, famating is made up of &
causitive prefix, the verb mati "lis or lay down’ and fing
the verb Sstriks or tap/.  The picturs evoked by bhis
combination is: fthe bushman enters the area carryving bthes
stump with the mask on it on his showlder, He waliks to a
clear area, shrugs the wsight off his showldsr arnd lets it
fall with & thunp. OFf courss with the roots on it the stump
clossn 't lie there nicely but is propped up at an angle and
the roots on the underside have “"bting®-ed the ground.

1 The verb of clauwse 1%b) is a marksd becausse 1t would
normally reguire 3 noun as the Direct Object. The —ai
suffis eliminates the Patient or a2t least the importance of
the Patient. In its normal ftransitive form the verb tifi
Afilldput in/d may take either the receptacle filled, such as
8 bssket, or the item that fills the containsr, as ths
Direct Object. In either case further referencing is
necsssary atier the Direct Objsct nominaly 8 container item
is followsd by an Instrument prepositional phrase; a
contents btyps item regquires 8 "lana’ (LODY phrase. In
either of thssse two cases the verb retains the same form.
The ibtem chosen as the dirvect Object snjoys 8 greater
prominsnce in the clause since it is 3 core grammabical
ralabion.
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