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LIST OF ABBRWVIATIONS

Subject

Object
Predicate
Imperative Predicate
Periphery
Exclamatory
Connector
Conditional
Temporal
Demonstrative
Tocus

Locative
Infinitive
Heang

apner
Reason/Ienefactive
Indirect Object
Foun Clause
Joun Phrase
Pronoun.

Yerb Phrase
Relator

Relaitor Phrase
Heciprocal
Duestion
Juotative
Question Marker
Dubitative
Negative

Stative Predicsate

Stative Predicate Phrase

Interrozative Predinat

Interrogative Yerd Phroge



3.0 ITNTRODUCTION

Hotu-Cwage, a menber of the Binadere language Tamily, is =
language of the FKorthern District of Papua Mew Cuines. It is spoken by
about 710,000 people livians in a2 5 wile coastal strip between Balumbari and
Pongani,

A groap of villaszes further along the coast and bordering the
Horafe peonle also comprises Fotu-fwage speakers but a study of possible
dialect differences has not yet heen made,

Data Tor *this paper ig taken from tape recorded end transcribed
texts,

It is expected that further clauvse level expressions will Fit

into the descriptive framework of this paper, as they become lmown.
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4,0 SUDYET 07 CLUSE TYFIS

e

There ere Tive clause types differing sisnifie ntly Trov one mother

The tyve occurving most frequently is the declarative elauvgé,
Thirteen varieties of the declaraiive clavse Dave been obhserved,

The interrogative clouse nakes use of o diffevert forn of the vorb
and a relstor or gquentlon wmarker must be present. The dvbitdutive clauge
expregses a different concept from the interrosative, The dubiintive
rarker ic obligatory vwiile the reletor is never used in thin tyoe of clouse,

The irmperative clause expresses command or request and uses a
Aifferent verb form,

The stalive clause expresses a relotionah
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subject mmd a atative predizate tagwene,

5.0 "?"‘S"‘"‘"'l"""' 0 CTLAUAL mYREes

S5e1 DICLARANIVI CL HSE

Declarstive clouses may e indrensitive or transiiive, deperdent
or independent, There is no pasaive voice,

he only oblisatory item iz the nredicate tnsmene,
The opticanl s=gnemes sre subject, object and nerivheral tasmenes,
The periphersl trgmemes noy he exclomalory, connector, termorsl,

au

locative,nears, wammer, resson/benefactive, indirect object, focus,

conditionel, recimroc2l, infinitive mmd wel-hox,

e varielties of declarative clouses vihich hrve bees ohserved
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are proninitive, reflexive, casative, conditional, henefactive, muvpose,

a
1

qualifiing, nezative end exaclanatony,
e of the wroronriate ontimsl neriphersl fasnones hoconss
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oM iratory when naking the ahove gemontic diffevences in the various
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e prediczie wostly ocenrs clauvs

occurs Lefore the oblect. Te perinhorsl in ooy
pogition, The order noy vary acgcording to Tocus, especizlly off subjoct eand

objoct,
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the peripheral tagiomes vhilse 4he dfems 1 $ho.eubjoct,

predic.de coluwrms are the fillers of those three fusnenes,



Di~dimengional array for the Declarstive Clause
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vari@dbyg,
Examples of the declarative clauvge follow, grouped according o &%o

o °

5.1.1 Trangitive Clause

The nuwclear element is the obligatory transitive predicate tagmeme,

lMargaret awawa nangoda Saseka vevers 6do

Hargaret D our water: hot lhaving.nade
largarel, having made our tea,

5.1.2 Intransitive Clsuse

. The intransitive predicate is obligatory, a~ obiget it ok\'-,y.‘:ar'#ﬁ
abgen. ' ' '

awasado nati da b era

that's.why village to we came

That's why we came to the village.

5143 Prohibitive Clause

The obligatory itagmeme mana is the nuclear element of the
prohibitive clavse. It occurs immediately following the subject and negates
in a prohibitive sense, all that follows.

na maha Book ajipurena

I can"™ book I,am.reading
T can't read the book. (In the sense of being prevented)

5.,%1.4 Reflexive Clause

Wuclear elements ars an obligatory predicate and the obligatory
reciprocal morpheme mina.

upge kondade ming mina eiera

They help Re did
They helved each other

5.1.5 GCausative Clause

The only item in this clause is the oblijatoiy predicate which
is filled by the sppropriste medisl form of the werb 'to do' or occasiconally

of the verb 'to say'.



purizi  busae / ehero / hetetira

guickly they.djd.not.come they.having,done,it he.died
Because they did not come gquicldy he died,

5.1.6 Donditignal Clause

The conditional clause must always be introduced hy edo, functioning
in this type of clauvse as a conditional filler. The clause Tollowing this is
introduced Dy the foecus marker aws saltlough this is occasiorally omitted.

edo: Robert Xainantu mambadi adirs awa na mambadena

Co Hobert Koinantu to go will,do.it:F I will go.

5.1.7 Benefactive Clause

A further nuclear element in this type of clause is the obligatory

reason/benefactive phrase,

busu berari da embomel aws ewamel adens igo ewo; awasedo
ground gl ‘s people F  good will.do your uame that's why

T will bless all the people of the world because of you.

5.1.8 Purpose Clauss

The concept of purpose is indicated by the obligatory presence of the
infipitive, sometimes preceding, sometimes following the predicate.

WO gaiadl wowosigera

fish to spear we went
Ve went o spear fish,

5eleT ualifying (lause

The relator phrase and focus marker awa are obligatory to this type
of clause. The gualifying clause mey fill the object, temporal, menner, or
locative slots in a declarstive clause.

imoze  gese awa /na adena

you whal youw.are.saying F I will do

I will do what you say.



na / iji ponde bugiri awe [ na gasra.

X time what did.he,cone n I do not know

=l

do not know when he cane,

5.1.10 Fegative (lazuse

In this type of clause, 2 negative verb must £ill the obligatory
predicate slot. A negative werb contains the obligatory regative morpheme
—88~,

na hook zijicari inono as ensa

I Dbook Ho.read sufficient not I.an.doing

=1

~am mrable o read the boolk.

ume hugrae

s did not come

B5ele11 Exclamatory Clause

The nuclear element is the obligavory exclamabory predicate tagmeme

aure

al

M.

There 1t

oLado:

That's the roadl

eiedo

This 15 the road!



AOCPTYL OT ATST
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Turther dats is expected to confirm the hypothesis that the gzme

optionzl periphersl tismermes as in the declar:tive clause may =pvear, an well ss

4+ Qe “he predicate slot is filled by the guestion form of the verb which

]

is formed by substituting -i for finel —=a .  “he question

¥

I}

omitted if a relantor used as o queastion word iz present,

declarative clanse in tronsformed dy rising intonstion to mele en enquiry.
The velaker occurs iw AR —C".uer slot Wt 9uestions avdh ~ta a&lljxh'ir'-lj
a.gfixes AR verdh.

sine ine naso mondo seliz  cosogiehn
yesterdey you rny  house naw did.yol.see ~qm

i you see my nevhouse resterdey?

ipo nonda  nemheni

Fou whnere have rou been

There have you heen?
Georse stesa
Georpe iz staying?

2558

Iz George there?
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5.3 DUBIMATTIVE CLAUSH

The interrvogative predicate, the guestion marker —ta and the
dubitative morpheme rora ave all obligatory. The relator is obligatorily

apasent, The dubitative claouse may contain lthe same optional peripheral

tagmemes as does the interrogative clause.
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y car good  have.,I.done? T

I might have fixed my car.



5.4 TUFERATTVE C1,5UST

nuclear element 1s the imperative predicate.

The imperative clause may he transitive or dvtransitive.

The

The same optional tasmemes

nay be expected to occur as in the declarative clause., The imperative may

erpress an abrupt command, a nolite request or a farewell greeling. The
horvative is frequently used to express polite request,
!
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huriei sumbu  iso ai da  wei
guiclly =un your mother Ts place
RPun quickly to your mother!
2O anumbase pambuio
come let you =it dowm (Hortative) ook
20
lome and sit dowal
Y “ ¢ Go! (Parewell)
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5.5 STARIVE CLAUSE

The stative clause consists of an opiional subject filled by a
noun phrase and sn obligabory stative predicate filled hy = stative
predicate phrase. The interrogative stative clause is formed by the
trapsform —ra Ho -yl within the siabive predicate phrase. The stative
clause is negated by the negative infix -ge— .

a

3C). = 4+ S:Hp + 8PisPp

mando amone nembodiba—ra
house that hig.is

That house is 2 big one

imo anda gagara-rTi

vou whose daughter.is?

Yhose daughter are you?

how.many are?

How many are there?

gera

It*'s not,

aeri

Ts it nok?



