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Thuraday night Sept. 22, 1960 ilicasio plgysd o lest game of
chaan with me, hefore leaving for the ceremonial center where he wae
to take part in the religious festival known to the Coatldn Mixes as
‘Ho'on xwm". No'on 1s ihe name of a small insest that produces s red.
dye. Thie inseéct le better known as “oochimsal®, The red dye prod-
uced by this insect was muoch eought after in Mexico in ancleant times
for dyeing cloth. It once wae the prinoipal cesh crop for the Ooatldn
¥ixe. Its ocultivetion censed perhaps with in the last one hundred and
1Pty years in Coatlidn. Memories of the oultivation of this insect
are stlll vivid in the traditiones of this psople. They esy that there
are atill evidences in scme of the\oaven 2nd rook ol1iffs where the
anim=le used to be cultivated,

The"Mo'on xwa'festivel is celebrated each year the fira;wtwo weaka
of Ootober, with ite calendar date lieted as Dotober 12, One of the
villege elder told me that the festival used to be celebrated on a diff-
erent date, but w-e changed to ocoincide with the festival ooleﬁrntlng
the crowning of the Virgin of Guadalupe 8 quesn of the Americas. The
purpos: of the festival used to be to gein the bleesing of the Supernaste-

' ‘n proaent times
ural on the dye induatry. At present its purpose 418 to gein the
bleseing of the Bupernatural on the crops in general and on the oocffes
crop in psfticuler which is their principsl cash arop today,.

The"Supernatural® to the Coetldn Mixe inmeludes phencana esuesw
fated with the earth (neaxhmiSfi), end phemomene sssopiuted with the

Bupernatural ' .

Catholie Churphe Phencmena aseveiated with the osrth inoluded the
ught;mmg. the thunder, wat:;:t:ﬁmu (tigars, smakeo ), cortain twves,

mhs meuntains
cortain roske, splrit beings esscoiamted with bhe snimel worldy spivit
beings asnceimbed with living people (%eo’ck), spirit beings asscoleded
with the dead pesople, spirit beloge assctieted with nayootie plenta,
winde aad alouds,



"ened®

For the Coatldn Mixe the(thunder)lives in caveg.. Once on the trail
to Sen José the Indisn traveling with pointed to a ceve high up on a
811£f and eaid that there was money "tugwwe kasx” (threc bexes of it)
in that cave but it was the property of the thunMer and mobody could
touch it with out having something happen to him later.
fater is feared by the Coatldh Mize, One tm.ae of sickness is des-
oribed as "aws tsegw'wh" which meens (‘:i;mter f‘rigm@. Feosntly a man ” \%})\._
ceams to us for wedicine for a certain sibkness, I encouraged him to
start teking the madi,o;ne then and there, but he refused beceuse he had
to orose the river gng he wes afraid of whet might heppen to him if
he took the medicine and then went Into the weter, When there is a
death in the femily ne member of the family cen bathe until the fourth
day. Mn old..fnan told me thet in times peat the village of Coatldn uesd
to make sacrlaﬂc{: offerings ab the water springs to appeese the water
spirits. In a neighboring town the people still talk of a female water
spirit. |
Treesyrocks,and mounteins are living beinga according te the
poople of Coetlén with underatandin; of whst goes on on the earths.
According to their legende the mountain named "to'oxy queets cop’
refused to let a ees be formed in the river valley below her. One of
the "shemens" (Indisn priests) told me that when a perscn is sick and

1{‘\;-* ?i‘/\.l gu.!iw'-w.~'-':~-nm. "&;}-:4»“4_.1"

they think that the cause of the sickness is fright. If they can't

o Area,
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determine where the frightened spirit ia. they go to the top of a
mountein emd with a secrifice offering ( pi-. of turkeys or chickens)

—end addyess the hills, the rocka, end treee in general and ask them
to send the frightemed epirit beck, Walking along the trails ! have
often seen the remaine of flowers, cendles, and money Lket-hedebssn
offowed at the fool of a tree, Offeringg sites used for naor;meé’d
offerings to the supernatural usually have either a rock altar, or

a large rock.
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The people here attribute supernaturel power to somé of the animal’,
Aecording to seme o:’h:egenda 800 people have found treasure by listen-
ing %o a conversation betwsen twe animals, They te!l of a men in snocther
town who hes & meney sneke in a Lox, When the sneke 18 treated with the
proper respect it fills the bom with meoney. When listpning to the
Indiene eldere eddreseing the supernatural in prayer I have heard them
mention among other things the enakes .Tand the tigerq. The people here
talk sbout a type of snimal being that is never seen omly heard.. There
are several of these animals snd they have specific names smd functiones.
One of these they oall 7 » If this enimal is heard at m
night near a house it is & slgn that a women has become pregnant. There
is the case of one girl that we m::owaa engaged, but when har fianed
heard that this enimal had been heerd near her house he broke of the
engagoment,

They heve also a sepsrate being associated with e person which
they call "tso'oc?, This epirit being lives in ceves or livee in
animals. Thsre is a rock ¢liff with meny emall ceves thet they call

o
‘I'here ie one legend m &n cld man end & youg men havo a Tznod. The
wWta
teo'cc (compsnion spirit) of the young man %e e tiger, mdA of the old
tArts Qouypntt ot
men $e a buzzard, The old men bececmes sick and nobody can cure him.
Wi,
Finally the young men £eets sorry for the old man because he iw- dying

“480'0c" cop® ( tonal hill). T;xey have meny legends sbout their tae age
“prbeck

bl ¢
and 4elle him thet his tiger has tied the old mens buzzard in a tree.
The old mans wife thenrgm and s a huzzard tied in a tress When

the buzsard %:M‘tumed loose the old man ;Z:s welle A fow year%: 8z0
the house of one of the leading shamans in Ooatldén was burnwd by
light:ning. % is generally believed that the lightenlng was the
tso'os of one of his onfmies, In Mexioan enthropeology there is uesusally
a distinction made between "nahual®and® tonal®. Howaver as far as

I can discover the Coatlén Mixes have only the term "tso'cs te cover

both these areas of meening,
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The spirites of the dead are considered to be very much alive u;d

present in Coatldn, Just a few nighte ago the dogs barked and barked
i g S ‘

-te ths annoysnoe of/‘-;w who were trying %o gebt-&-little shat eye. In %he
morning I asked Alejandro what the reasen wes, He answared that the
doge were axaoyed by the epirits of the dead that they saw walking around,
One time I was called to a home %o help treat a baby dylng with pnuemonlia,
I was told that the sicknoee was ceunsed by the spirii of the desd grend-
mother whe was unhappy ebeut something.

The mueh publicised narcotio mushrooms are known to the people of
CGoatldn, 0ld Abyam in deeoribing his experisnce of esbting the mushroame
told ab “Lge Sefiores” ( the men) that appeared to him in his tremce
and talked to him, They lad him ocubtside and he wes ofreid that they
wors going to teke him ewsy and he pleeded with them §:: :::a ii‘f,e.vewﬁvm.& |
Finally they agresed to cure him of his sickness end let—himbe,

The winds to %he Hixes are aleo epirit beings. me informant Sold
me thet they ere messengers that epread information t.hrougt; cut the
earth. The winds ere often thought to bring sickness. The people are
very reluctent to putl windows i.ntho'og houses becanse they foear the
powers of the night wind,

The Gupernaturals sesceieted with the Cetholis Uhurch are prineip=-
ally®the "geiats® sond “Dios” and the "Oroesd,

8ince the Bupsrnatural plays sush sn important part in the lives
of tho pacple of Uostldn it is suly netural that tHYY would mske great
offortes to 1live in haromony with it. This ec¢counba Por their meny rele
igioue festivale nrll dosigned to keep the good will of the Supernstursl.
0Of their weny raeligious fhnti\(t:::l:h:h%:? $)£ '::‘ :;n:m;f'::i°n;? umgo;::;uuﬁ

important,



Fioasio snd his wife with their tiny baby and their fow balongings
pessed our bouag as they started the long elimb Fridey morning from the
ranch in the river valley to the ceremonial center on the mquntain ridge.
The ceremenial center is knownuan- the tmmr of Coatldn, It is the rel-
igiocus and political center of a widely scattered community of Mixe
Indiene, The community once numbered about two thousand people but dip-
ease snd divisionss have reduced it to about six hundred. OCoetldn is
an Aztec uor’d whioh is a tmslaﬂ.qn of the ¥ixe "tea‘'afl du‘'aam®
mesning the place of the trail of the eerpent. The pre?ezit\\{l}a Axtee
neme suggeste that‘"}r( town once may been part of the great."');hoe Empire

A

that wae daatroyed/

ficagsio had a pack on his besk tied to a tump line stretched

he Spanish oconqueror Cortez,

across his forehead. His wife had a-:::y taby wrapped in e bl{aek stole
tied mcross her shoulders, end a bundle of clothes perched on her heed.
They had left their three old daughtsrr with th_e grandmother. A stole
(Spanish anﬁ) 1a part of the uarg:}obe of every woman in Costléh,
In Coatldn the color Zo-predeminentiy~biask of the -~-a“1” are usuelly
blacke Nicasio hed been named “mujpudunwepy" (principal belpsr) for
the no'ofi xuw, He wae to help the"mayordeme®, the person assigned to
be responsible for the festival, Nicesle told me thet his part im the
festival wag 40 help carry the corm from thg field, supsrvise the butch-
ering of the enimels, the codkting end serving of the food, end the builde
ing of the temporary shelters for those preparing the foode

Leng before Nicasios arrival in the ceremoniel center the "mayore
domo hed been meking preparation, This year Placido had been auaimnd
by the town eldezs to teke this festival., 3Since religious festivals are
2 community responaibility every male must complete three religlous
faativ?le in a 11fe time. Traditienally tha ﬁo'oﬁ xuw 19 the rese
ponsibility of ocne of the members of the town bend., Plavido is a young
man and this wes his first turn et heving the festival, He 1s an
extremly likeable fellow. He is also mery poor and this festival
ran him into debt.
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In March and April plau@gﬁ\aa_g;gg;}) with the help of friends
and hired hande\alurgeﬂel;i on a steep mount slope where he
plented corn for the festivels In May he erﬁ to Jalape del
Marquez with borrowed snimals to purchese provisionese The round trip
to Jalapa takes a week, dJalapa prides 1teelf on being founded by
Cortez the conqueror of Mexico, At one time it was an importent Spanish
town both religiously end comercially. B8till evident eve the ruiﬁa
of an ancient Catholie econvent. The original town site will soon
be inundated by the dam "Presa del Marquage” under comstruction one
the Tehuentepec Biver. In Jalapa end in Tebuentepse encther hour

’ TIPS P

and & half journey by bue Plecid :ﬁ}\quor. sky rockets, oigarrettes,
LY
mstohes, cmdle wax, chile, salt, suger, erd-seme~ecesss—ef-boer,

In addition to the things purchqeed in Jelape and Tehuasutepse,
Placido purchesed a cow, snd reised some pigs sud a large flook of
chickeus and turkeye for the ecomsion, Cholere decimsted his floek,
of poultry end he hed to buy some snd substitute for the rest with

couple of
sn extrs #desk of pigs. For every religious cccesion the mele turkey
is necessary for the resbot offering to the Supsrnstural, They cost
ae much as five dollars e‘jigoa, beoause there le so much demsnd for

them,

A few days sgo LSeflor Sosemo told me scme of his triale in eonn=

ection with the preparation of the feetival. Hies son, Antonioc , had
been nemed "muats pudunwmpy (m::; helper to the mayordome ). Hise
part il the festival was to furnish firewoed, water, end light. %he
firewood had to be cut several weeks in advemce so that it would dry.
It also took saveral days of esarching for pitch pine among the fallen
pine treee. Piteh pine ia uweed for light at night. Antenio cut his
foot while chopping the osk firewood and his father Pinished for him.
The job tskes about fifteen days., One monday Sosemo went to cut ﬂro-“‘

wood for the festival inetead of appearing for town commnal work on

-



the road, The town president put him in jall end fined him fifty pesce
for not appearing for town world ., He thought thet he hadn't been treated
falrly, becauss he cmnideréd cutiting festival firewood ae town works

Friday night, September 30 4 I made a hurried trip to Coatldn
to trest a sick person. I met my friend Cendido on the street., He seld
that he was returning from hélping Placido end Nicesio find the cow for
the festivel, They had searched the rugged mounteins four deys in
"Rencho de Las Florea"‘( Rench of ths Flowers) before finding the cowe
8ince thelr cattle wander loosse in the mounteine with neither fonces of.
nor herders they ere scmetime difficult to find. Four years ego open
war broke cut when cattle broke imto a famo:ta been field.

I went to the howse whers the festival wae being hald to see how
the preparstiongs were coming on. Placido had bowwowed his nelghbord
new adobe house with eluminum roof for the ocoasion, Hie own little
grass roofed house wasn't big enoughe Bigne of preparstion for the
festival were evident, The temporary kitchen house hed been built.
There are prescribed leaves and poles used fa the censtruction of this.
They cell it the "poop'ay ydujo" which means the white loaf house,

On one end of the kitchen houee was a fire place and a huge oclay griddle
for toassting tortillas, Lined aleng the walls were rowe of griuging
stones for grinding the cocked corn., The corn ie codked with lime

to soften the hull, so that it ;ﬁnde into a soft doughy mess. The
grinding stone and tortillas have been important im this eulture for
hundrede and hundreds of years. When there are no tertillae the people
peay that they are starving, Ho mesl is complete uit,Uut them, Under
a second emaller leaf shelter were three huge olay pots for cooking the
corn end meat, At intervals of the feativel food 1s prepsred for <8

much ss two or three hundred people et a time



In the houss bLeunches had been placed arcund thrse walls. The
bench on the left was where the elders sat sccordin. to rsok. The
bench on the right waes for the mayordomos (the men assigned to be
respoasible for the eleven religiocus festivaels celebrated each year).
The fourth wall of the house was cocupled by the altar where the house-
hold seints were kept. Fresh flowers were laid in helter skelter
fashion on the table in front of the saints. In the midet of the
flowers & burning candle fli&fi:ored. The cendle wea the short fat
kind encnsed in m cup that last a long time. The burning candle repe
resents the preyers of the peopls, No person in Coatldn would cone-
sider & house liveable if it didn't have sn altar, be it ever s;a
ramshackle, or a saint, bed it ever so dingy with & candle buming
before it, The saint and the candle are believed to proteect the
hoilge agalnst the evil work of splrit beings. Before a new house cen
be lived in a respsct offering must be made to the Barth snd the
Jupernatural aaaoeinted with it, also candles are burned in the four
corners of the house and in the eenter, Osmilo told me that once ‘he
built & hcuse witUut doing the respect offering. As a result he
became sick end feared that he wes going to dis. ¥Wo medicine helped
him, Finally e=shemem he hired & a famous shemen to appease the
Earth end Supernatursl with za special respect offering. Temales made
with the meat from the sacrificed pair of ﬁurkeys were placed in the
corners of the hdure, The head of the turkey wes pree bufiried in the
center of the floor. As a result Gemilo said that he became well again.
However he moved out of the house. Any guest coming into a:ﬁo‘:se in
Ooatldn is supposed to face the altar, cross himsslf amd ;:mb}ewa

short prayer to the saints on the altar,



48 1 enteved the house Merbin Reterio, who wee aa-ated"}m‘& inside
the door; grested me. He wes giving his services as “codeje”® (heed of
the hozse) for the festival, In hie capesity as heed of the house he
vas chief consultent gs to how things should be dome, and be acted e
priest ia things concerning the Bupemstursl. As park of the reepent
for the Supernetural he offers a portion of the food, the tobasco,
snd the liquor ssrved ab the festival to it, Beoh $ime liquer is aserved
he pours four handfule of the first bottle on the ground at the same
time eddressing the Guperneturel. For the tobesco offering he tekes a
frosh peck of eigarrati:: and premoves two, One he breaks inde four pleces
and spreade the tobeacco on the grownd af the same time addremsing the
Bupermatural, the sscond he takes for himself, When food is served he
i served first and he offere part of his %o the Supernatursl. His
seat just inside the door is the traditional plase where the *sodejo’
ie to sit, His proeence ab the door of the house is believed to keep
“pifit Beinge with evil intentlones away from the house, The "codwjec®
ie present at the festival house during the weeks of preparstion as
well as during the festival.

Martin Meterio is second in renk of the "mmjja‘ay dwjc® (villege
elders). The elders are remked agcording to age. Every able-bodied
men in Qoatl#n who is reaching toward sixty is sppointed by the #
village %o serve the rest of his deye as an eolder. FHe is relieved
of all other communal responsibilily except that of #nterceding with
the gupmturﬂ and soting ae suthority on what is proper religious
caetome The elders regulate the zeligious festivale and appoint %the
men who are L0 be reaponsible for eazch faestivel. Prectically every
cccanfion in 1ife ealle for the services of an elder: whet wether
it be =& religious fanttvj,al, a birth or death in the family, house
building, sickness, oy a;iuriugo. He setas a® the intercessor for
the peeple with the Supsmmetural, In times pest their service were

also needed for golng hunting, plenting eemm, or harvesiing .
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Ten years ago Martin was dying of T B. ifter exhausting all Y

3
known remedies, and after trying the powers of all the locally Voo
known curers witVnt succéea, he came to us for help, "ith pilis

and shots we were able to reatore him to 2 mensure of health. He is

T,
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gratoful but still attributes his sickness to a fell and not to a
germe
There sre two types of peraons in Coatlfn who might be called

Yshamens®, One 14 the village elder who by viztue of his office does

priestly or intercessery work, and the other is a ”mgdi.cim man®
whose vecation or life'’s ealling is intercessory work with the
Supernaturals. The two operate in different areas although thers is

some werlugi.

S-et.ux_'day, Getes 1 was a busy day st the festival housd. In the
morning e pig wes butchered. In the afternomn the meat wes codted ea
well as some pote of corns 0One of the women elders supervised the codk-
ing of the corn. E:;:tw the old women heve what is known as an *gficlio"
whi;h ie a gertain task f.bat they preform et the village festivale.

In additien to Giliberts of the women elders Flasido had obtained the
pervices of Deleida, Inez, snd Alifonsa to meke the tortillas,

Saterday night all the elders both men snd women whe were present
in the village gathered at the festival house, Thie night is known
as"ja'sx chifobe tenu'w's® which means the night spent in prepsratiom
for the gethering of the wood. During the night the elderxs mske
tameles to feed the people who carry wood the next day, The men tear
the lesves for wrepping the tsmeles while the women shape the dough
put in the £illing and wrap it1 in the leaves, Zhe lesf used for this
ocagsion 1s known as "poop ay' (white leaf). The filling for the

temale is memt with a chlle sauce.



The elders pass the night drinking, smokeing, and meking tamales.
The men are all heavy drinkers. Only one of two of the women are
knewa es heavy drinkerss The liguor used is imported. It is either
alcohol watered down some or "mescal” a liquor made £rom the gentury
plant, The tobecco smeked is the modern cigarrette for the most part,
however a fow of the old people 1m1udin§°¥m prefer "puros' a
home made cigar, The tobacco plant is nstive to this area, but 4e not

cultivated in Coatlén., Venders ocassiomally panvthrough selling tobacco

leaves* No one dares to refuse the liguer or tobecco ouffered for

feer of offending the Bupernatural snd probably slao the people presenty
One of the eldors advised me once that I shald never refuse outright
enything offered to me., If I didn' t care for it I should st least make

a pretense of parteking.

During the night ‘s?q roockets were fired every once in awhile %o
solicit the women of the town to come snd grind cern. Every femily
is expscted Yo eend scme female member to help grind the corm. Inside
the house a coleman ges lantern furnishes lighb. Outaide the house and
in bhe kitchen pine torches aye uneed, Antonio waes busy nll night tend-
ing the torches, seeing thei there wee sufficient waler on hamd for the
covking, aud refllling the liquor bottles when they became empty.
ficasio was busy serving feod snd coffes %o sll the paﬁinipentw.

In the early morning hours the men elders left the festival house
end went to the ehurch where they were joined by the churxsh singer,
the church musiclones, the sacristan, asnd meyordomos ( all the men res-
ponsible for religious fustivals for the current year). Placido and
Hiocasio brought to the chuyoh the liquor, the %tobasco, the sandles,

and the incense necessary for the ceremeniss at the shureh,.

(€
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The church is an imposing structurs, bullt perhaps in the eighteenth
century under the supsrvielon of the Domimicen Friars. It is e single
damed structure built in the form of a eross. It is m,ada of stone and
brick. The walls arye thiok snd heve short buttresses. The walle and
roof have be¢n seriously dameged by earth quekes, I—was—eamezed-to-iearn-
tirat-the three huge church bells were eest in an lmprovised foundry near
by, -

The secristan snounces the ceremonies teking place in the church
by the ringing of the hells. Bky rockets aleo punstuate varigus parte
‘of $he ceremany:. The einger and the musiciane prform the Letin ritual,
while the elders kmeel in front of thefﬁﬁai.nts to place lighted candles.
The plecing of the candles is accompanied by waving burning ineense
end a prayer in the Hixe lengusge. In thie prayer the thuader, the
winda, the snskes, and the deed sreo addressed as wall as the ﬁlmsa, the
$aints, and"Dics” {Spunish-for God)s- There 1s no congregsdion in the
church at_‘t.he time of the ceremoniess The rest of the village gees on
about thei;; business content to have those responsible preform the cerse-
monies on their behalf. Thla morning (Ostober 2 ) is the begining of
the “novena® (nine moraings of ceremcnies in the church).

Sunday afterncon (Oct.2) all the younger people (men,women, boys,
and girls) carried fire wood from the mowmtain slde where it was cut
to the festival houses The woed cerriers were met at the entrmmce of
town by Antonic who offered them liquor and cigarspttes., When they
arrived at tho site of the festival everybody was served coffec and
temales. HLach person was served three, except the elders and speciel
gueets who were served five. The number four is alwaye assosianted with
the dead, and the numbera three and five with the living. The
. earrying of wood always Sakes plece on Bunday.

Monday, Tuesdey, and Yednesday there was not a2 grest desl of

festival activity. Every momming there were ceremonies in the church



as the novena progressed, Hech morning after the ceremony inside the
church was completed the participents gsthered in front of the church
for the liquor =nd tobacco offering to the Sppernatural, Since the part
of the liquor not poured out to the Earth is supposed to shrred by all,
@verybody present fesls obligeted to etick around for awhile ¢ Those
who are not hebitusl drunkards slowly drift off ome by one. Thess who

are in a mood to drink ueunally meke a day of %,

Thursday (Ucte 6) thers wae much motivity at the feetlval house.

Paire of turkeys snd chickens wers butochered end emobher pige A psir is

understood to be = male and femmle, ‘icme cocemsionee c¢all for only males,

other ccassiones cell for male snd female, I wes told that poultry was
proper for Lthis ccassion but because of thelr scereity plg meat was
partially substituteds All this wae in preparatiom for the'cerra eoj
tsun'u's" which meane the night of preparaticn for tho meking of the

drinking
oandles, Again the old people m spent the night maeking tamales and
‘ bolee todk
goasiping, the women of the # village 4eie turns at the gringding stonss,

d
flickering pins torches illuminate the socene , coffee simmered in the

elay pots,; tortilles bsked on the olay gri ddle.

Fridey morping a little while after the campletioen of the ecremon~
lea in the church the band gathered =t the featival house., Thy band
had 8 specinl plece prepared for it outside the house; with a roof,

a Lable to rest thelr instrumente on, and chalrs te eit on. The ligquor

supply on the tirble for the bend is never allowed to run out. When the
begen to pley

music beghas=be-pley it wee an Invitation for the people to come to

the festival.

Ineide the house preparo tiouee were made for cendle mekinge Phe
oandle making is suparviesd by the escristen. A vhee-i z:nstrung from
the ceiling,en~which-obringe-are=bbod- Itrings yere tied at inter~

vala around the wheele The strings form the center of the osndle and
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ar® cut the length theb %they deelire the candle to be. wo aizee of candles
are made; e large sizesand a mediem size. Enough cendles are suppesed to

be made at this festival for the Virgin of Guadalupe to last s year,

The wsx for the candle making is heated in lerge clay basine, snd is

poured ev with spaeinl oblong ehépad gourd dewde dippers.

®¥hile the oandle making is in process the men elders are seatad
on one eide of the room according to rank and the mayordomos are seated
on the other side of the room. The "codwjc"is at his position by the doors
The remalning seate in the room are filled by whosver is present except
that esepesdé precidence is given to age or persons of respect suech ss
s prlest or aschool tqachar.
Ap Josd Gornelio is the ranking elder. He is in his seventies,
I would love to make & portraite of him but he refuses to have his pict~
ure takeu. He ls a prolific talker espscially when drunk. It 1is claimed
thet he can drink straight aleohol. Every religlous festivel sets him
on g binge that may leet several weeks. He is noted especially for
the asdvise that he gives to the younger. Somatimes when he is unabel te
navigate he lays down in the street, there fl«t on his back waving hie
ars he can b seen giving adviss to an imeginary audience. Wheon sober
and back in his reek raenohk he is a hard worker and a tight was with
his money.
tock wes
Candle making %4ekes all day and on into the night. There 4e no
hurry, Liquor and tobaceo were served continously . Food and drink
were served at lemst three times to the main participents( elders,
mayordomos, candle mekers, and musicians). In the afternocon food(tamales , coffesQ)
wae served to all the village. 1If s person waes not present food wae
sent to his housa,
The making of the candles initintes a three day"holy" period

5
called by the Mixes “"amay xww"., There are a number of tabooa for



the festival perticipants during this period. A men is not to elesp w
with a woman, no work ie to be done in the fislde, not even a tree is
to be out for firewood, they are not, supposed to become angry and scold
even a dog., In short they are not to qffend the earth, or sny of the
Supernatural assoclated with it, or any besing living or dend, Caudide
told me of a man in Sen Josd who became angry during this period, and
even abused the alter where the cendles were 12id in the festival house.
As a result a few years leter he becsme sick and died (actually he died

OfTB)o

Three is an importand number in Kixe ceremony. Once ! wee treating
old Abram for T &, In the middle of the treatment he called in a famous
Shemen from the neighboring town, Me told me that the Shamen hed him
drink a oonpostian of thirteen herbs for three meranings in a row.
Apother time a friend was visiting whe wanted to obeserve the effeets
of the nareotic mushroom. We had the mushrooms, and we fournd & person
who wanted to take them inorder to he oured of his illness, However
we aouldn't make a desl beceuse we couldn't waite three deys for the
person to make his religious prepaaetion for teking the mushroom,

For the no'ofi xue festivel the ceremonies in the church, the
novena, were elimaxed by the "tugwwe jopy" (three early mornings ).
Martin Meterlio told me that on these three moringe they have what
they call "pejy yojx" (presentation of epeclal flowers to the saints
in the church), The flewers are prepered im boquets by the "mayordcmos”.
Gach boquet is mady up of three marifold flowers .wrapped in leaves

of 'the sour orange tree, and tied with bark from the balsa Lree.

Early morning ( fro m three %o five o'oloek) is an important time
in Mixe ceremony. HMoasb of Lhere religious ceremeny takes place at
this time, whether it be in the chursh or at the altar on the hill

beok of town, One ysar I nbbende viewsd the religlous oceremonles
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comeeted with the Hew Yeers %The concluding act of the cersmonies
was the offering of 4t.he tur-eys and chickens to the Supsrnatural
at the altar en the hill beck of town, Agustine wes off ciating,
When he eoncluded he looked toward the esst and saw the moyning
starr on the horizon. I heard him remark thet the offering hed
taken plece at just the proper time. 7To the people of Costifn some
times of the dsy are good snd some ere bed. Onme o'‘clock in the
afternoon is considered a very ba% %mg. Bid morning, mid afternmoen,
B AP 0L,

or just after dark ard 0%« They often have vespers in the chureh
abt seven in the eveminge Candles sre often teken to the chureh, or
a person 1o buried et four or five in the afternoon. "

When the ocandles were completed they wers plated on a table in
front of the altar in the festival house to eweil the time of pres—

gatation in the church,

Priday night, Seturday night, Sunday aight they bad the "pujy
yojx teuu'n'n’ nights spent in preparstion for the early morming
pma&n‘haﬂm of the flowers. #gedr The olders spent t.g?::;hte
meking temales.st tha feetivel house, Theess nightes the presence of
all the mayordomos was requlred for the meking of the boguete of
flowera » They were 1o make as meny of the boqueta of + flowers as
they had time for, Thess three days the tsmeales wero served chiefly
%0 8ll1 the participsnte in the festivel and not to the whole town.
The temales were sarved a short while after the completion of the
presentation of the flewers in the church.

For Nicaslo, #ntonlo, and Placido there was something to deo
nearly all the time. During the day thers was poultry to bs dressed,

and cooked, corn %o be cooked, water to brought frem the spring below

the hill. At night there were the pine torches to attend, the tamales

to bse oocked, and the serving of liguor, cigarettes;, food, and drink

to the participents,
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wes ,
In the kitchen house eleo there almost continual sctivity, The

village women took turms day end night at the grind stones. The three
women elders making tortilles had only brief reepits between mesls,
gince tortillas were called for atl least four times a day to feed the
ones parbicipating in the festivel, Most of thoee participating live
at the festival house durlng the festivel,

four
Each morning aboui thwee A M the men elders, the mayordomos, the

secristen, the musiciens, and the ohurch resder gathered at the charch
for the presentation of flowers to the "Saints",-ieeempenyinp-the-Siovwoss
Besides flmm,iucenaé.;md and candles were wesd in the pregentation,
¥hile the slnggrs end musicisna preform the Laetinm ritual preseribed

by the 0&%5@1& Priest the elders make the formal pressnbatien of

the Flowers to the inmdividual Baints,

There are mbout nime stsbiones ia the chureh whers the presentat-
iones are made: (see chart) E1 @ammen, Le Sente Gruz, Jesus, La Virgin
de Guadelupe, La Hadividsd ( the patron “aint), Sen Pedor y San Pable,
=ad San Jose v Marles. BSince thls feotival is held in honor of the
?}irgm of Gundelupe she gets the mest attention,

There sre many storles about the different faints im the chureh,
Petiricio Juarez once told me that Hetivided was bom wyeticklly from
the earth and people found her slong with emother Virgin in e field.
When they brought her %o Soatléh and put her im the chureh she showsd
her displeasure by beceming so heavy that they aould hardly carry hoze
fiever~ths~less they deoided to keep her., FHowever they didn't pay
much atiention %o her end one morning they found her eut ian the middle
of the ochuych . “he had gotten off from her p:destzl snd wesn teying to
leave, S¢ they benght her new olothes and gave ke¥ s big Pesdival.
Bince then she hasn't %ried to leave.

Sgustine told we ebout Sen José, Im 19Mh they had & grass hopper
plague. It was decide to take a Seint ocubt te the fleld and have a



festival inorder to get help from the Supernatural. Since it was not
permissable to teke ane of the rejular Seints, they chose fSah Jose”
out of a pils of discards. They clesned him up smd washed his clothes
and took him. The grasshoppers disappeared and Sen José wes c¢redited
with a miracle.

In order %o maeke the presentation the elder kneels in front of the
Spint erossing himself se he does @0, He lights acertain number of candles
and places them. He puts incense on the hot coals in the insence burnes.
As he waves the burning insence he address the whole spectrum of the
Supematural and ssks them to bless the village nn;i the erops. At this
time specinsl blessing is seked for the coffee harveets They also ask
for protection from their enenies,

The designs of the enemy villegea is mno idle threast to the Mixes,
One time the wind tore out a huge door on one side of the Uoetldn churchs
The people in Uostldn eay that the Sen Jusn Guichicovi “tso‘oc poj®
8 (Nehmales wind) had done it when it came to steal =2 "tsga maxenc®
{#4et4 stons 1dol of the sncients) that wae burried in the floor of the
ohurch. It is also sald thet ever eince that time the town of Coatléh
has been suffering from sicknese and troubles. Thus il seems that even
today memories of their anclent Goda destroyed by the Bpanish Friars have
not been ecompletly erasede

The people of the village place a great deal of confidence in the
power of the religious festival to produce crops for them, Camile emé
down to the ranch while the festival was in progress to plant bhegns,
end then hurried back up for the principal par£ of the ceremonies

inorder to get i1the mosd out of the blsesings.

Monday morning (Det, 10) another pig was butchersd inorder to
supplement the meat of the turkeys and chickess. In the afternoon
the musicisne gathered at the festival to begin the all might musical

known es “tsuu naxy" (pmesing the night). The purpose of this night is
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to meke preparatiocnes for the presentstion of the candles in the ohurch,
The elders spenf enother aight tamale making. The musicians pley ab
intervale through out the night. Thers ;:sa orowd of men around the
festival house and a srowd of women around the kitchsn house. Occasionslly
there was sm some demcing. The ehildren ran hither and yon indulging
in their faverite pms time of chal.lqnglng one ancther to a duel, In
the kitchen the patiing of tortlllas, the grinding of corn, end the
making of coffee was s never ceasing ectivity, From the time the cere«
moay at the church begen until after breskfast there was a lull in the
feativity and those who could grabbed a few winka of slesp.

By mid morning the band 1la back playing dence muslc. Big pots oi‘
tamalesw:::'caaking in preparation to feed every body present. Liguor
and cigareties were ssrved continually to everybody except ehildren,

The liquor eonsumption is kept down by the faet thet mno ome peracn hae
posessieon of the bottle for any lengbh of time, It is kephk continuslly
on the move, All use the seme botile, The world of microbes and germe
is unknown tsuthem. Soap 1s for washing clothes and bathing, but nob
for waghing dishde ar anything that could be mpde to locH elean with out
it

Late afternocon after every body has been fed et a word from the

olders the e-ghen procession &8 formed to take the candles to

the churche bato-aﬂmm The musiciene -Lm the procsssion playing
as they ge went. As meny of tbaﬂ:?der-a as wers still able to mavigate
£11 in 1line behind the band ench with a large cendle fiikkeriung in the
breezes The ﬁmyordemca fello?v the elders, next—o:::’ the old women,
followed by the youg women and ohildren, Esch psrson in the proce
sseion @xcept ths bend cer-ied a lighted candle, The candles to be
stored for use duriﬂg the year were divided up omong the members of
the proseessinn te be carried to the churchs

Aftor the ceremony of presentation in the ohurch there ::'a

brief lull then the musiciens set up shop again at the festival [l ptAi—
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for the "cerre huintesuu'w's " (candls respect night), Dance music
is played all night, This time the elders Eggg "toe 'x ym'ucy',

(temalos with out meat).

The following day (Oct. 12) is known as "xuww coducx" ( the
lighted day). Tt probably meens the dayths ocandles are burning.
In the early morning hours ke the ceremony in the church is cen-
tered aro;nd the lighting eof cendles for the Virgin of Guadalupe,
Thie 1s her feestlval., This is her dey ss listed on the calendg}.

preformed
After the ceremony in the church the elders the final sacrifice
of faring of the fieste. The psirs of turkeys and chickens Bntoh-
ered on the previocus morninge were butchered by Hicesio Qith out
oeremony. This dey however the birds were bsheaded by the elders.
Each bird after it wee beheaded was held up toward the he@vgga
and the Supernatursl wss addressed. YWhen I saw Agustine Perez
preform this it appeared to me that he first waved the bird over
the head of the offerer, snd then pointed towsrd three or four
different directiones, MHe probably signalled the four winds or
the four comers of the earthe The encient Mayan cencept of the
earth was that it hed four corners, After they were offered the
birde were boiled in deliciocusly flavored water and served as
a turkey soup. This meel i known ee "tuut nww geay" (turkey
soup feed) and all the town is expeoted to participate. "he turkey
and chicken meat was supplemented by meat from the cow that wae
butchersd, The cowe stomach had been served to the eldere on

8 previous ocasaslon,

The dividing of the meet is = speciallty which can be prefor-
med by only a few men in town, Placldo hed borrowed the services
of one of the elders named Soltero and Otilio Dominguez to preform

what the call "juwex ix" (dividing of the food),
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wers
the men-ese served in the festival house and the women in the
were the
kitchen., They-ewe served in groups with eldest bein, served firet
and youngest laeet , The meat is divided ascording to age grouping.
The elders receive a portion of each part of the turkey (drum stick,
white mest, dark mest, liver, gizzardﬁe&t:) The next age froup(tsaem)
receives a good portiocan of turkey or chicken and a little beef, The
mj ana'eo receive a small porthbon of turkey or ehicken and a large
'portlon of beef, The younger ones received almost all beef with only
a token portion of the sacrafice animal,
some
When the elder receives his food he pours sme of it on the earth

and addrseses the Supernatural aesking them to be content w'.th it, e

espaclelly eddresses the spirits of the dead.

Ooffgq,tortillas and tamales were served with t{he-seup meat
oouras.

The feeding of such a large number of pecople tcek on into the
night. EverxJpody in town was invited $to eat wether a lfﬁitimate
netive or a vi?itor. They told me once ef s tall blond visitor who
sald he wae a doctor. He arrived in town during a featival. He spent
the next three days eating and drinking at the feetival house. When
the festival was over he moved on. This is interesting to note einse
there ie a strong in group feeling in Coatldn. An cutsider even
though he may have lived in Coatlfn for years is still not accorded
equal rights withe a nstive son especlally when it concerns uss of
the commumal land,

After the'"tuut new gaey” the people drifted off cne by one.
The band continued to pley on into the wee hours of the morning.
When the band left the feativel was over for all practical purposes.

The drunkards continued to cleb;ata on their own for e few more days.
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Before this festivel was finished preparations had begun for the
next festival (Dec. 12)s Coatlén hee ebewd five wajor fostivalse
in a yéar end aboul nine minor ones,
Thursday (Got. 1%) the people began to return to their ranches,
Friday liicassio em came by the house on his way back, he saidi“OH
I'm tired;so meny nights with out sleep, But the time went so
fast, there was sos mueh to do , it didn't seem like any time at alll
A week later T talked with Placide, I eaid: “you had a big gasto® (blow out )
He said: "1t wasn't eo bad I started preparing for it in April and
May, the liquor and the cow did cost a lot though®,

Eatinabod cost:

cow 700,60 salt 15.00
3 pigs 900,00 crhi'.“illgt-;, 20,00
].g.guqe mmu 99 B 360,00
sky rockets 96.00 ,pqggé;u;; ;120,00
cjgaretiss 600,00 turkeye 420,00
oesudle wex 48.00 ch}cgens 300,00
ingense. k,00 i

plafxéln 100,00

o aj.-e
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