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0. Introduction

This paper is limited tc a discussicon of the main
sentence types found in Angaatiha Narrative Disccurse.
They are the Simple Narrative, Series, Sequence,
Simultaneocus and Purpcse Sentences. Although propositional
relationships such as cause-effect and adversative are
not in focus in these sentence types, the Sequence and
Similtaneous Sentences mildly express many if not all
of these relationships.

Sentence periphery material is not discussed in this paper
and further work needs to be done on this subject. Sentence-
initial margins are usually filled by conjolining material of
two typesi 1) a repeat in medial form of the last verb of the
previous sentence (tail-head linkage), or 2) medial forms of
the verk ‘do'.

The Angaatiha sentence generally consgists cof two
or more clauses. (The exception is the simple sentence
which only has one clause.) The last clause contains
a final verb and ends with a low pitch. The clauses
which are not final in the sentence contain a medial
verb which ends with a high pitch.

Sentences manifest paragraph level tagmemes. However,
sentences may recur in other sentences and and manifest
sentence level tagmemes. When they do, the Final Base of
the recurring sentence is filled by a medial clause. The
type of medial clause depends on the sentence type in

which it is recurring.
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Sentence types in this paper are distinguished
according to verb morphology. The slots and fillers of
the particular sentence type are displayed in bi-
dimensional arrays. Then the special features of the

sentence type are discussed, followad finally by exanmples,

1. Narrative Sentence-Definition

The Narrative Sentence in Angaatiha is defined as a
clause or series of clauses, the verb of the last clause
being a final verb. This final verb must have the
narrative aspect suffix, —aa. This suffix indicates that
the action is happening v/ithin the context of other
actions. Also, this action is part of the main framework of
the gtory or paragraph, indicating its theme.

The morphclogy of the Narrative final verb is as follows:

T+ focus |+ neg. + verb stem |+ per./no. + narr.aspect |+ ass. mode

ka-/na- |maa- (any verb) -t 1, 3s. —aa —yo lst per.
-h 1 pl. - —ise 2/3s.,
- 2 =. 2/3 ch.
-m 2/3 du. -yopo  2/3 pl.
-w 2/3 pl.

*Focus prefix - When verbs are prefixed by na- there is
focus on the action of the verb. When they are prefixed

by ka- there is focus on the actor.



ANST Huisman 3

2. Narrative Sentence Types
The following Narrative Sentence types have been
found in texts: Simple, Series, Seguenece, Simultaneous

and Purpesse.

2,1 Simple Narrative Sentence

A Simple Narrative Sentence consists of an ebligatory
final narrative clause,
Examplest
“ . %
1)  UtSahd mStiho-fi Irihir-a tiwa-t -8  w=ise.

man boy~0. gtick~inst.  hit=3s.-narr.~ass8.
*The man hit the boy with a stick.®
¥ ga plus i assimilate to ai.

2)  HNeni wirata-t -& __ -isé.

in vain pursues3s.snarr.-ass.

*Ske was pursuing (him) in vain,®

242

Slots

+ Anteeedent Basel

+Final Base

Pillers

Series Clause

Simple Narrative Sentence

Distinetive
Morphelogy

person-number morphemes, which indicate that
the subjeect of the following clause is the
same as its preceding one 3 Srxed Yo the
\fﬁ.f"{b AT qu_.y N es C"/[mus-e- {:'
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Special Features:i

a) Series clause whieh manifests the Antecedent Base
contains a verb stem suffixed with persen-number morpheme,
Sa@etimes'anly the stem occurs, These person~number
morphemes jndiecate that the subject of the following
clause is the same as the preceding elause, |

b) Beries Bentence usually indicates a'series af'aetiens
done by the samé aetor. Usually the agtions are sequential,
but sometimas*theré is an overlap of time with regard to '
twe er more aetions. The speakér is mainly stating that
the sections oeeurred. He is listing them and not focusing
on their temporal order or lack thereof., The gsemantie
content of the verbs shows the hearer their teﬁparal
'orientatian.' )

e) No other sentences recur in the Series Sentence except
the Simple Narrative Sentence in the Pinal Base.

d) ‘The antecedent Base oecurs up to 10 times.
Examples of Series-Seﬂtencet

3) | This éxemplifies the Anteeedenthase.fiiled by
a Series elause and the Final Base filled by a Simple
Nerrstive Sentence,

Na ﬂntaa,gwaaﬁi maagumwaangi apopaat: waata

foc.~enter-1 pl. door woman 4

k&sékﬁﬂihaati- W -§nsa@h __~@3 ~YQ
seeretary  30.-look-lpl.-narr,-ass,
'We entered and, at the door. we met a woman, the

gecretary.’



ANST

k)

Un =t

Huisman .

7 This'exemﬁlifies the Anteecedent Bases filled
by & Series slgnseSand the Final Base filled by a
Simple %Narrative Sentenece, -

il fpatl n e =t fewininaateni

Bpﬁﬂsayﬁ3sa' tree foc.ngetnﬁs;_ attie's

ast

door

"

wi ,msaaaﬁti na ~puwa-t -g

jrepe«tle- 35.

1£ata
in that epening tree

"4

Putwas. tightwdo~38,

~is8,
fee,—shut~3$.~narr.—ass,

. *He gajid te him and he took peles and, aeross the epening
of the deoy of the_at%ie, he put (these) poles and he
tied (them) tightly and closed (it up).*.

2.3

Sequence Sentence

Slota

b — — —

# Aatecedent Base 0

-QgFinal'Base _

Fillers

8equenﬂe-elause
Series Sentence

Sim&itanseus Sentenea

Simple Narrative ‘Bentenee -

Series Sentenece

DPistinetive

‘Hbrphslﬁgy'

{Til apart of the assertive mode sufrlx, plus -

different subject predicter {dsss)

s

A

Special Featuresi

2) A mequénce elause contains a verb suffixed with the
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different subjeet predicter, _gi, of the sequence eclause,
When Series or Simultaneous Sentences manifest Anteeedent
Base, the final base of these serltences is manifested by
u sequence clause,

b} Phe term *seguence” is used to indicate an actor
ehain rather than an event chain, The actions done by
the various setors ean be in series, simultaneous or
partially overlapping.

¢) Series Sentences embed in both Antecedent and Final
Bases. Bimultaneous Sentence embeds only in Anteeedent
Base.,

d) ‘The Antecedent Base has been observed to occur up
to 18 times.

Examples of Sequence Sentence:

5} This exemplifies the Antecedent Base filled by
a segquence clause and the Final Base filled by a Simple
Narrative Sentence.

] G e
P wi @hﬁ_ na w8 =h aﬁa Y&
say-a8s.~0s8s FOC,~0omesl Pl.~narr.-ass.

*He gaid and we came,'

6) 'Thig exemplifies the Antecedent Base filled by
a seguence clause and the Final Base filled by a Series
Sentence.
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N =t =i =hi ngamihaga kigo —wa
ls,0, ~say~ass.-d.s. our things put in net bag- 1 pl.
timana ~@ mpinta-h ___-8a  ~yd
prepare~l pl. sit~1l pl.~narr.-ass.

'He said to me and so we spent some time putting our
things in net bags and preparing (to go).'

7) This exemplifies the Antecedent Bases filled by a
Series Sentence and the Final Base filled by a Simple
Narrative Sentence,

- ”
Kantaatihi na _-ntaa -~wa mpito-honi-hi
in that building foc.-enter-l pl. stand-ass.=-d.s.
-* -, L
utagho wori kapihi otipipati k{xohiwaiwa -api
man a +there work things which they do-ref,

s{xagti sixaati k{xahﬁgxa ta ~tf na -nyi -s -i ~hi
doing thus doing thus we do say~-3s. foce~l pl.o.-show-ass.-g:

* L) N
mmona-h -aa ~¥Oo
see-1 pl.-narr.-ass.

'We entered that dbuilding and we stood in it and a
man, concerning the work which they do there, "This is
the way we do (things)," saying he showed us and we
saw (the things).'

8) This exemplifies the Antecedent Base filled by a
Series Sentence and the Final Base filled by a Series

Sentence.
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sanaanixi sa@iﬁ%gé

ga.raema/a du, hie sister and his bro,-in-law and

ntd »f onhf k8 mdtind ikBna-tf n e ~tE

walkwags,~d.8« he +the boy steal=3s, foe,~get~3s,

kaiwa e -ng -t o8 -isg,
thoge things foe.=eat=38,~narr.=-ass.

*While his sister and brother~in-law were eut gardening,
he, the bey, stole and took and ate these things.*’

9) This exemplifies the Antecedent Base filled by
a Simultaneous Sentence and the Final Base filled by a
Simple Narrative Sentence.

hiyh nya -wa ~w  -ap i
Hénye peeple 1 pl.o,~hit=2/3 pl.=narr.-2/3 pl.

o

owe =t .=i ~hf  aunahipf mBursting 4inE

nething~be~ass.~d.8. village two and two and

X R, ﬂ‘:rﬂlg
sit =1l Pl,=NArT,=-a88.

'The Menye people killed us until/ and as 2 result
we were (almost) extinet and we lived in feur villages.®

2.4 Simyltaneous Sentence
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Slots + Antecedent Base® + Final Base
Fillers Simultanecus Clause Simple Narrative Sentence
Series Sentence
Distinctive —aa— narrative aspect marker with person/nunber
Morphology marker coming before and after it.

Special Features:

a) Simultanszous Clause contains a verb stem suffixed with

person/nunber the aspect marker, and person/number again. The

narrative aspect mcrpheme, -aa—, when used m a medial verb, is
used to indicate mainly a similtaneocus relationship between the

action of the Antecedent Bage and the action of the Final BRase.

However,

a logical relaticnship between the two bases can also

be in fairly sharp focus.

) When verbs that have inherent durative meaning, such
as'sit (live)' cor 'stand', are used, temporal similtaneity is

encoded in the deep structure. The action of the Final Base

is done by either the same person or by a person within the

same group referred to in the Antecedent Base.

<) When the verbs 'see' or 'watch' are used, tempcral
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simaltaneity is alse in focus, but the actor in the
Pingl Base is not the same actor as the one in the
Anteeedent Base, even though there is no different
gubject predicter used in the Antecedent Basze,

d) A logieal relationship such as sause-result er
adversative is slightly in foeus when verbs other than
those mentioned in b) and e) are used in the Antecedent
Base.

Examples of Simultaneous Sentence:

10) This exemplifies the Antecedent Base filled by
& Simultaneous clause and the Final Base filled by a
Simple Narrative Sentence. Time is in foous.

&L .4 )
eesiipintash  ~aa -wi na _-na =h ~Ba__ ~yB.

ait-1 ply-narr,-l pl. foc,-eat«l pl.~narr,~ass.

* . ..While we sat, we ate."

11) Thie exemplifies the Anteeedent Base filled
by a Simultaneous elause and the Final Base filled by
a Series Sentence in which the Final Base is filled
by a dependent clause. Time is in foeus.

2 *
W__=insa =W ~-ag .~W§

3ag~wateh92/3 pl.~narr.-2/3 pl. firewood foec.=get=3s.

w%ra_asg nerihireti & na amawsi  =hi,..
earry~prev, ot waterfall be foc.-climb-ass.=d.s,

*While they watched, she got and carried firewood
and climbed along the waterfall,..*®
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12) This exemplifies the Antecedent Base filled by
a Simultaneous elause and the Final 3ase filled by a
 Series Sentence in which the Final Base is filled by
a dependent clause, Time and/or cause-result is in focus.

ya - ~aa _ ~wi

=Wa

Menye people 1 pl.os-hit=2/3pl.-narr.-2/3 pl.

owe ot ~1 -hi...
nothing-~be~as8.=d.8,

*The Menye people killed us until we were (almest)
extinetaee” .

or

*While tne Menye people killed us, we were be-
coming extineties.'

or

*Beeause the Menye people killed us, we became
(almost) extinctess?

2.5

Purpesge Sentence

Slats

+Antecedent Base 2 +Final Base

- Pillers

Purpese Clause | Simple Narrative Sentemee

Series Sentence | Series Sentence

Digstinetive

Merphology

utnaantin {f%} the narrative aspeet marker,
~age, with the purpose marker wtim before and
. after it and the persan/namber morpheme verb final
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they went far away to Nyosiheti...’

15) plifies the Antecedent Base filled by
a Series Sentence and the Final Base filled by a Simple

Narrative Sentence.

Misdsinaats waati nyankisﬁ kaiwa g@iwa
European woman a us those things these things

pa -nyisa-tf nt@i-t -8  on -t anihaiwl ifiwa

foe,~show=38, walk~pur,=-narr.-piur.+3s., houses these things
4 A 'y A
na_-sa -t -a ~ige,

foe,~come-=3g,~narr,-ass,

'A Europeazan woman came to walk around and show us
the various things (in) the various buildings,'

16) This exemplifies the Antecedent Bases filled by
Purpose clauses and the Final Base filled by a Simple
Narrative Sentence,

Alhi kinaunkwing neintin  sepentisi

Then year nineteen seventy six -thing-in
rd -
ning gtipipat-api n _ -~up -sen-t =g »n -~td

I to Bulolo work ~ref, f0e.=30,-a8k~pUls~Narr.-pur.=3s.



ANET Huilsman 14

n —u -t -a -n  —ti nkwinyvapsna-t -aa -v0.

foc.—-go down—-pur.-narr.-pur.-3s. think-3s.-narr.-ass.

‘Then, 1n the year 1976, I decided to go dowm to Bulolo to
ask for work.’
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