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MUYoUWwl NOUN CLASSES

by David and Daphne Lithgow

1. mmcu()ﬂ
2. Possession Classes
3. Pronominal Classifiers

1. GE INTRO ION

Muyuw is an justronesian language spoken on Woodlark
Island of south-eastera Papua. It is closely related to the
Kiriwina language of the Tpobriand Islands to the west. It
shows a decreasing relationship with the Dobu language
pamily, with Panayati of Alcester (Tolum) and Misima
Islands, and with Tagula of Sud-Est Island.® Capell's work
on the languages of this area touches on all of the features
shieh are dealt with in this paper.’

Like Dobu,* and Kusmsa (Tolat)® and Baria1? of lew
Britain, Muyuw has three basie sets of possession affixes.
votad of Bemks Island novth of the New Hebrides has nouns
divided into five classes by different possessive fTorms, as
well as an Intimate Class which takes a possession suffix
only. In Tangos® of the New Hebrides there is an Intimate
Class including basieally relationship terms and body-parts,
and four pre-posed possessive forms classified as trading
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things, garden things, eating things and drinking things.
0390117 refers to morphologically similar possession forms
in Polynesian languages, both suffixes and pre-posed forms,
arguing that these forms are basically different from
those in Austronesian languages. C ms however produces

evidence to refute his arguments.

" Portune’ has shown that in the Dobu language the nouns
which take the three sets of affixes form three classes
according to the degree of intimaey of the possessive relation-
ship., For the first person singular, the Dobu Intimate
Class has the suffix =gu, the Intermediate Class has the
prefix agu- and the pistant Class has the prefix igu-. Muyuw
has the same three classes with almost identical affixes but
the contents of the classes show considerable variation. For
example, "grass-skirt" is Intimate in Muyuw but Distant in
Dobu, while the words for "spouse" are Intimate in Dobu but
Distant in Muyuw.

Muyuw shows similarity to the Kiriwina language’® in
having pronominal glassifiers which are characteristically
used with numerals. They are independent of, and show no
relationship to the possession classes. This feature has
been noted in other languages around the Solomon Seay ©«B«
Tagula (Sud~Est Island) and Buin (Bouganville Island.)’?
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Capell shows evidence that the non-Austronesian
language of Rossel Island possibly has elassifiers, and
suggests that this is a primitive linguistic feature of the

area,™3  He also notes that noun classifiers extend from
Paleusn in Indonesia to the Gilbert Islands in Mieronesia.l”

In comparing person-mumber morpheme combinations in
Ponape (Micronesia) with similar forms in Folynesia, Capenl*
uses illustirations which are parallelled in the concluding
pages of this paper.

1.1. MOYUW PHONOLOGY

In this paper we represent the Muyuw phonemes as
follows: ptkbdgslnm mwpw dbw kwgy vwylec
A adoou and “(stress). The volceless stops carry non-
contrastive aspiration, 1 represents a voiced alveolar flap
which is usually released laterally, and the w of nw pw kw
bw and gw represents labialisation. All final syllables are

lengthened.

l.2. MORPHOPHONEMICS

L.2.1. Prefixes with the vovel u

Cu~ and VCu~ prefixes (where C and V represent any con-
sonant or vowel respectively) cause initial velar consonants
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of the stem to become labialised if they are followed by the
vowels g A g or 9, even if the u of the prefix is elided as
in the example under 2.3.

/

- s N & e
your (sg.) road your road

£

Ame ¢ glaag = sngwaeg
your(sg.) people your  people

1.2.2. Stress
Exeept in the limited circumstances descrived in 2.5,
stress is rather variable in nouns.



i s

Distant Intermediate Intimate ! Pm! os Form
First Person gunp=/gun=- AU -ZW yey/yegw
Singular
Second Person M-/ Lma- A )/ =g yhkom
Singular
Third Person N/ inp= A= =i classifier-
Singular wen
First Person dp=/1d = Ad A= -d yikid
Dual Inecl.
First Person da= =8 / prA= =3 -ds yhkids
Plural Inel. 1ids= =8
First Person MA=/ LA pOA= -l yrkrmEy
Plural Exel.
Second Person ni-/imi- rmi- -miy yrkanly
Plural
Third Person gi=/1si- rsie- -8 classifier-
Plural siyas

SEXTIIV NOISSASSOd

T 3490

gosser) Moy MAnAng
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2. POBSESSION CLASSES

The possession affixes listed in Chart 1 indicate
possession of the noun stem. FPossession is always optional.
A houn can be used with different sets of affixes to indi-
cate different semantic categories.

Y O e 7™
e ™

ghmag person ::?wﬂ&'UH IJ_’uu::"”“*“'
C - INEEE gy

2.1. General Comments

In Chart 1 the possession affixes are divided into three
person-number sub-groups:

(a) first, second and third persons singular ¥
(b) first person inclusive dual, and first person inclu-
sive plural

(e) first person exclusive plural, and second and third
persons plural.

In the Intimate Possession Class a regular change of
stress occurs in sub-group (e¢) together with certain stemevowel
changes.
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in the first person plural inclusive, the suffix -3
denotes persons ad&itional to the speaker and hearer. This
is the pronoun which is 1n§ar1nbly given for "all." The
morpheme -§ is lost by assimilation when a stem ends with S

Agubobos my-spider
rdr=bsbos our(incl.dl.or pl,) spider/s

There is no morpheme which constantly indieates plural-
ity of things possessed in the Intermediate or Distant
Classes. The suffix -3 may be added te stems which do not
end in § in non-inclusive possession to denote plurality of
the thing possessed. For first person inclusive possession
it is never used (its use would obliterate the contrast
between dual and plural possessor), and for other persons its
use is very rare, ambiguity being resolved by context. The
exceptions in the Distant Class are the words for "husband"
and "wife" in which plurality is indicated by a constant
stress change which will be deseribed later.

2.2. Distant Class

This is a semantically diverse group ineluding dwellings,
most furnishings, certain persons, some physiological condi-
tions, implements and inedible plants and animals.
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(a)
(b)

First person singular gunt- is used:
with single-syllable nouns of CVC type, and

with vowel-initlal nouns, in which case the initial

vowel is nphwd by the final vowel of the possessive prefix:

ses mife anyow orass

gumnses  my lmife guniwysw  my grass

mises  your(sg.)lnife many>w  your (sg)grass
nises his kmife AAMRY oW Ms grass

dises our{ine.dl,)inife Apmayow our({ine.dl,)grass
dises our(ine.pl,)imife dimgyows  our(ine,pl,)grass
mAges our{excl,) imife mAwzyow our(excl,) prass
mises  your lmife miwuyow  your gress

l{.u their kmife sivuyow their grass

. First person singular gun- is used preceding initial y

of a cluster of two cmmntnls

gy crocedile wafyog things
gl gov my crocodile guniiiyos sy things
mligoy your(sg) crocodile  mmliyeg  your(sg) things
w'\'d.uov his crocodile naﬂ.{m his things

All remaining nouns of the Distant Class are divided

into two sub-classes - those which usually take guns~ and
thonuhiehwmtahw-,
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Towav wife Wl - pest
gl lorav ay wife gkl iy post
iicen your(sg.) wife mmalorAle ), your(sg.) post
nlowary s wife DAL his post
Similarly:
S?ﬁl«m _ my sole gubumitun  my house
';?b.\, T X / - 3
S gtfm:fte}?. N, g smtivign  wy strvagl
gannéynad  my-basket gutilal  wy am
2.3, Intermediate Class i i A i TS

The nouns of this class include oéibhfqods and ani-
mals, most physiological states and eonditions, things which
are worn, certain persons, and other miscellanecus nouns.

(a) The final vowel of the second person singular prefix
Mg~ 43 lost preceding all nouns with the pattera CVC, except
‘those with initlal voiced continuant.

y cocomrt daic thivet
Aglmay my cocemut Agadale T am thively (my bhivet)
nmimgy  your(sg) coconut Amdal  yow(sg.) ‘ave bhirsty)

Ay e seconut Annsk he is thirsty
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rdimy  ourline.dl.) cocomut Adrdak  we two ave thirsty
rdrmays  our{ine,pl.) cocomut Airdaks we 811 are thirsty
rmamy  eur{exdl,) cocomat rmadale e, but not you, ave
iy your cocomub rmidak  you ave tidrsty
rdimy their cocomut rsidale  they arve thivsty

(b) The final vowel in both second and third person singular
prefixes Amu- and AnA- is lost preceding all nouns of more than
one syllable, except those with initial y or m

/ /

Lo g heat ladilad olkin-disease
- Agumizpmy T am hot (my heat)  agulaflilul my sidnedisease
Amamiymly  you(sg;) ave hot  Amlaldlll  your (sg.)-skinsdisease

rimiymay  be is hot rnkilikil s sldn-disease

(e) The third person slngular prefix An-/Ani- becomes pni-
preceding polysyllabic nouns with initlal y or initial we

wvhere C represents any consonant.

mAbaw crew
Amf\'h'l My crew
AmmAtaw youx(sg.) crew
Andwn taw his crew

(d) The first person dual or plural inclusive prefix sds-
becomes pdi- preceding initial y of polysyllabie nouns.



y uly sago

gy oy my sago

Ny Nody your (sg.) sago
AmiyRoty his sago

NGy Ry our(ine.dl,) sago
NaiyRoiys our(ine.pl,) sago
AnAyably our{exel.) sago
Ny by your sago

Naly iy their sage

2.% Iatimate Class

- The nouns of this class include body-parts, family
relations and close friends, skirt, wages, song (language),
head-louse, and some abstract concepts such as reason and
desire. The relationship section of this celass will be dealt
with in greater detail under 2.5. featuring plurality of
stems.

In this class there is a shift of stress to the steme

- final syllable (whiech takes the affix) for all non-inclusive
plurals. This feature can be seen in the examples shewing
stem-vowel change below.

The final vowel of the stem 1s lost when it is unposs-
essed unless the noun is used as an exclamation in which case
the final vowel is sounded and shortened. The vowels of CVC
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stems exeept for @, are neutralised to p when they are
possessed.

aim  hand NADR=W my hand

e tamnl
tam father tAma-gw ny father .
sus breast sABU-gW my breast
dob sidrt dAbo=gw ny stdrt
keb bed kAba~gw ny bed

Vowel neutralisation does not ocour in this way for stems
which after loss of the final vowel are still polysyllabie:

biyay  blood buyévi-gw  my blood

Other stem vowel changes occur as follows:

(a) Affixed stems of the type CACV~ and CeCV~ become CiCV-
before all non-inclusive plurals, except sub-group (b) below.

sAsugw my hreast

sigum vour(sgs) breast
shemn mis/ber breast

shsud our{ine.dl,) breasts
shsuds our(ine pl,) breasts
sism our(excl.) breasts
sistmly your breasts

sists their breasts

[see also (f) below)
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(b) When the final stem vowel is an open mid voecoid (e or
o) it becomes close (e or o) except for third person singular
and first person exelusive plural: This makes a point of
clear contrast between the second person singular and the
first person exclusive plural.

divege  my grassesidrt wogw  my body

dAbven your(sg)” siirt wom  your(sg) body
dAben her sldrt wn his body

@lbed our(ine,dl,)skirts wod our{ine.dl,)bodies
dAbeds our(ine pl.)slirts wods  our{ine.pl,)bodies
dbém our{excl .)sldrts wn our{excl,)bodies
dibemly  your sidirts womly your bodies

dies their sldrts wos thedr bodies

(The unpossessed form of "body" is won which contrasts with
the third person singular possessed form boetnse_af the open
vowel of the latter.)

(e} BStems of the type CACV~ where the initial C is yor a
labialised consonant, becomes CuCV~ before non-inclusive
plurals and initial labialisation is lost.

whdom your(sg.) mouth ﬂ;lﬂ your(sg.) navel
wad5m owr{excl . )nouths pussm  oux(excl.)navels
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(d) Stems of the type ACACV~ become ACLiCV- before third
person plural suffix

saiglge  my et Amigls  thelr fruit
Agidugw  my heel gidas  their heels
(e) Stem-final vowel A becomes g fpr first person exclusive
and third person plurals, remains p for second person plural,
and becomes g elsewhere:

sivinaow T want (Mterally "my need")
sivinam you (sg.) want

sivinan he wants

sivinad we (inc .dl;) want

sivinads we (dn0.p1,) want

sivinén we (excl,) want

sivinimig you ‘want.

sivinis they want

(f) 1In stems of the type CeCV- ¢ remains unchanged except
in non-inclusive plurals when it becomes i.

penagw for me (1iterally "y benefit")
pénan for you (sg.)

péman for nin/it

pénad for us (ine.dl,)

penads for us (ine.pl.)
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pnfn for us (excl.)
pin/my for you
rinis for them

(g) ©Stems of the type aCVe, £CV~ and eCV~ become ACV-
before non-inclusive plurals.

With possessed nouns generally, there is no way of
knowing apart from context if the stem is singular or plural.
The rare use of -g suffix to pluralise a stem has been
mentioned under 2.1. In relationship terms of the Intimate
Class and kyav "wife" and mwan "husband" of the Distant
Class however, plurality of the stem is indicated.

2.5.1.

The shift of stress placement to stoﬁ-ﬁml position
which was noted for Intimate non-ineclusive plural possession
also applies for relationship expressed by affixation when
the stem is plural. This may be the only point of contrast
between singular and plural stems.
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tawaew my older sibling of the same sex
tuwhgw my older siblings of the same sex

The words for "spouse" from the Distant Possession

Class illustrate features which are basie in plural-stem for-

mation.
lﬁumn-n my husband
mimwan  your (sgy)-husband
nAmwan her husband
diuwan(s)  our(incl,)husband
mAmwan cur{excl,) mshand
i rran your husband
simwan their husband

my husbands

your (sg.): husbands
her husbands
our(incl,)husbands
our(excl,)husbeids
your husbands
their husbands

It will be noted that =g here indicates plural possession

of plural stem (stem final vowel a being lost when there is no

suffix.)

In the following example there is a change of vowel for
stem pluralisation, from a to ¢ for singular and first person
exclusive plural possession, and to A elsewhere, in which

cases of plural possession the suffix -g is also used.

gmNomvy  my wife
mitleway your(sg,) wife
nAkwav his wife

unAkwey

my wives

mikwéy  your(sg.) wives

Vi
nn\kwev

his wives
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dlomv(s) our(indl,) wife dnevives  our(inel,) wives
sty our(excl,) wife wdewéy  our(exdl.) wives
A kwste your wife milwivas your wives
sikwav their wife sllwivas/slevvas their wives
' 2.5.2, Personal relatio s & plu

stenm change

Before passing to the Intimate Class it will be noted
that other personal nouns in the Distant Class and those in
the Intermediate Class do not have plural-stem formation
(apart from the rare use of =g.)

gimgamag my persen/pecple
ApibwAbwal — my guest/guests
2.5.3. Final singular stem-vowel 3 (whigh does no%
change to &)

This group includes three nouns which are otherwise
subjeet to the rules of possession for the Intimate Class.

P

ada- mother's brother, sister's offspring

(reciprocsl tem)
tiwa- clder sibling of same sex

lnﬁi-; younger sibling of same sex
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St Ste st v St resssser
adagw Adagw bwidage badiex 1st sing.
adan Adgin bwhdam budén 2nd sing.
4dan Adan bwadan tmadén 3rd sing.
adad(s) rdrdéyas twidad(s)  budrdéyes st dnal,
Adign rdrnfyas budam budwméyas  1st exel,
naamly "“:VII budandy udird yan 2nd pl.

Adas Ad/\li,u budas m‘&- 3xd pl,

These paradigms show g becoming A when unstresseds
=-¢ya=- for first person plurals and -iya- for third person
plural as allomorphic additions to the -g suffix of the
plural stems; stress moves to the penultimate syllable; and
stem~final g becomes i for second person plural possession

of the plural stem.

2.5.%.
These are:
£ bu-
0/t
nihe-
_/I

father's sister, bwother's child

man's brother-in-law
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Singular Flural Singular Flural

Stem Sten —tlm Sten Possessor
tAbugw 4 bl yﬁngn nube W 1st sing,
 Abum £ nfibem nubém 2nd sing.
£ Abun “1m nfiben rubén 3rd sing,
tAmd(s)  titudiyss/ nibed(s)  nubedéyas 1st incl.

tibuds

1 bum tibumiyas  mubém nebenéyas 1st excl,
tibimy tibudyas  nubemiy nubemiyas 2nd pl.
tibus t&bmﬁina nubés lnﬁnniyus 3rd pl.

While the final stem-vowel is constant, the non-final
vowel A changes according to the rule 2.%.(a), and plural
stems are as in 2.5.3.

2550

Z

e
inre

%
yAWre

ionshi
Change
These include parents and parents-in-law

father, father's brother
mother, mother's sister

Finel P:

Stem=V

parent-in-law, child-in-law (reciprocal term

For singular stems the final stem=-vowel follows the rule of

2e "'i (.’ %

For plural stems the final stem-vowel 3 becomes:
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o for first and second person singular possession
g for third person singular possession
and is elided for plural possession, except between

identical consonants, when it is 1.

Plural Singular  Plural

Stem Sten Stem Stem Posgessor
t\magw timSgw yAwagw yiwsgw lst sing.
thmam timom yawan yiwsm 2nd sing.
tAman timén yiwan yiwén 3rd sing,
tmad(s)  timdiyas yiwad(s) yiwdéyas 1st incl,
timém timiniyas  yiwém yiwniyas 1st exel,
Mnily  timinfyas  yiwidy ~ yiwefyas  2nd pl.
timts tinslyas  yiwds yiwsiyas  3rd pl,

2.5+6+ Accompaniment

go~/ 80=/ si-/ se-= 1s used to translate the English
word "with":

orTns
o N e

e _;v 'i"J;ﬁfz'“ - sigwiy(as) my plural company
son  your(sing.) single simwéy(as) your(sing,) plural
comparty

#on Mas/its single company d:g(u)l his/its plural company

sod(s) our(incl,) single stdivas our(incl,) plural
comparny conpany
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dlffy our{excl,) single company  sim‘yas ocur{excl,) plural
company
sinly your single company simiyas your plural compang
sisiy(as) their plural company

Where as has been suffixed in brackets it is optional,
and does not seem to alter the meaning, except perhaps to
emphasise plurality of the stem. There is no word for "their
single company."

Interesting combinations are the compounds of mwan
(husband) and vin (female) with this root, appropriately
possessed in singular and plural forms. The following exam-
ples show how the typical pattern is followed:

mv\nisogw ‘msband with me (the man who shaves the same weman with me)
mwAnségw  Imsbands with me (men who share the sme woman with me)
vinisogw  woman with me (the woman who shares the same man with me)
vinsogw women with me (women who share the same man with me)

NWANSE 8 husband with them (the man who shares the same woman with them)

mwAnsiyas husbands with them (men who share the same women with them)

2.5.7. Intimate Possession Infix

Two noun-stems &n this class take possession infixes.
They are:

Nie -t sibling of opposite sex
yeus= =t woman's sister-ine-law
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The infixes illustrated with the former stem are as follows:

- A Fossessor
— nAgut nigat 1st sing,
— nimat nimit ond sing,
-ne- nimet mmét 3rd sing,
i nidet(s) nidrtéyas 1st inel,
- nimt rintiyes 1st excl,
il nimit mimtiyes ond pl,
-si~ nusit nigtiyas 3rd pl.,

The first part of the stem nA- has an allomorph -
which oceurs with third perion possession; otherwise the 2
changes to i for non-inclusive possession of singular stem
aceording to rule 2.%.(a). Further vowel modification and
elision occurs with plural stem. The phonological modifi-

cations of the various parts of yEvagut are even more exten-
sive, and having no further application are omitted.

2.6 Double Fossession

Double possession is found with the stem nyi= =t
"self alone.”
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fuudlﬁkqaﬁ nyself alone (ny its self alene)
Alpuu%awfb yourself(sing,) alone  (thy its self alone)
emwient=t  himself alene (nis its self alome)

The corresponding stem and infix in Gawa dialect of
Muyuw and in the Kiriwina language is m\~gu-t, "myself
alone:

as??-ﬁgg;%m myself alome (my myself alone)
Nllﬂﬁﬂﬂ?&A yourself(sing,) alome (thy myself alume)
Aremwhegu-t)  himself aleone (s myself alone)
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e PRONOMINAL CLASSIFIERS

Pronominal classifiers take obligatory modifier
suffixes of demonstration, number, colour, quality, shape
or size, in both singular and plural forms.

These classifiers form a basis of classification of
all nouns. Ideally when any noun is modified it is followed
by the appropriate pronominal classifier with the desired
modifying affix. In everyday speech common classifiers
tend to be used instead of the more precise ones which are
available. The classifier plus affix can stand alone in

place of a noun.

3ele les of Modifiers

The following are examples of modifiers with pronomi-
nal classifier buna- "building™

e béewsn that house (house building-that)
ben bunsfyas  those houses  (house bulldingethose)
ban Vaneknielt a small howse (house building-small)
B ks aall hewses (house buildingesmall pl.)
e Sa/eambbven-s  good houses (house budlding-good=pl.)
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pwmn Wavwlwiwel o red house  (house butlding-red)

pwn bunbwibwel-s  ved houses  (house billdingeredepl.)

 bwan bund=1brlcb a bad house  (house lmilding-bed)

bean burl=1b41cImg bed houses  (house building-bed-pl.)
——— two houses  (house buildingtwo)

bwan bim=ton thres houses (houpe buildingetiwee)

bwan b/nam four houses  (house budlding-four)

bwan ﬂm five houses (house hudlding-five)

besn binvnin biawtan  wix houses  (house building-five building-one)

The final vowel p of the classifier buni- is elided
preceding g, becomes i preceding 1, and g preceding y.
S8imilarly with other classifier stems, minor vowsl modifica-
tion occurs.

Plursl modifiers may be separate morphemes, as "those"
and "small(pl.)" or are formed by =g suffix plius shift of
gtress to the penultimate syllable. If the vowel of this
syllable is A it becomes g when stressed. For examples of this
gee "good," "red" and "bad" above.

Two prefixes can be used with the singular demonstrative
to produce further shades of meaning:
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=i wen that particular building (particular one-
s building-that)

| Am-bun/-wen  whichever building/which (whi ch/whi chever-
building? building-that)

- 3e3e Classifier UEQEQ

When a noun has several modifiers, the same classifier
may be repeated with each modifier, or different classifiers
may be used according to different shades of meaning in the
utterance.

Bun-siyas bwan bin-ton buni=1balebeg
hmum‘hdldh%ﬁﬂuvnlmﬂldﬁuphuﬁgn
Those three houses are bad.
ﬁﬁuauhnnnhﬁvwkﬂdt.
thing-that house buildingesmall
That thing is a small house.
BIA=VAkER mepAlr=wen,
huthﬂnp&ﬂg1:ut1aﬂar¢un~a;nu&trdmtl
Thlhig!wmuoia'uulaulen'UNlqnnuthaa&dn.

3.4, Other Roles of Descriptive Modifiers

Deseriptive modifiers, like stems in general, take
possession affixes or verbal subject prefixes, and thus func-
tion as nouns or verbs.

~v/ken big gt

Wnken-an its site (big-its)

1-vkeem it becomes big (3rd sing, subj,= big)



Noun Classes

List of Classifiers
The following is a representative 1list, including most

- of the known pronominal classifiers with numeral affix -ton

lo
2,

hmi-u
kwrvgi-ton

three common objects

three men

three women

three animals

three wooden things

three cords

three gides

three mats

three layers (cloth, paper, leaves, etec.)
three baskets

three clusters each containing four sago packages
three bunches each containing four coconuts
three garlands

three woven bags

three rows

three cups

‘three cupfuls
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kAPAIA=ton

three hands of fruit, e.g. bananas
three earth-ovens

three buildings

three flowers

three grass-skirts

three winds

three lengths from finger-tip to finger-tip
three villages

three compartménts (in food-house)
three days from now

three days

three occasions

three heaps

three forests

three implements

three fives

three pigs

three paths

three streams

three tens, i.e, thirty

three hundreds, i.e. three hundred
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The first classifier listed is kwe-, which with the
singular demonstrative affix is kwé-wen, which is used to
demonstrate articles which are either unclassified or which

do not need to be specifically classified in the context, in
the Wamwan dialect of central Woodlark. In Muyuw proper,
the demonstrative used for things not specifically classified
is g_:/g!%g. which appears to be a variant of 3_6-_'![39 "that man."
However in Muyuw kwe- is always used for numerals vhen count-
ing articles which are not specifiecally classified.

A single item may take the suffix -2k "just/only,"
with elision of the final vowel of the classifier-stem, and

ah”/tming e.f/the vowel of the numeral affix:
awalew mw A=tk Just one dog (dog animaleone-just)

3464

(a) Verbal subject prefix:
sivtinok just one time
imsivtinokes they do it just ence

3rd person subject-just one time-plural subject

(b) Possession affix:
pAlatan one side

niepAlatan our(exel,) side

1st person exclusive plural possessorecne side
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A combination of possession prefixes with nmumeral
fixes and the elasaifiez? te~ "man" (but including all
sexes in this case) indicates the personal composition of

~groups of up to five people.

The Intermediate first person inclusive prefix is
modified to pdi- in this case, and the vowel i is elided of
the third person plural prefix Agie.

Nitéy you gnd T  Aditéton  Aditévas  Aditéminm
 1stexcl. mntéy we b;,h but  Amatetom  Amntevas Am/tenim
you

20d pl,  mitéy you two Anmiteton  Amitevas  Amitémim
| 3rd pl. Mufy they two Asteton Nstévas Asténim

For describing the component sections of a total
group, the possessed accompanitive noun so- / 89~ / sie / se=
is combined with the words listed aboves

A - levwStet m%-m
| plural wnw Mr-w mﬂ:sml)mrk our{excl.)=

My plural companions ave those two; we three (but not you) are
- working .

Free translation, "Those two people are working with me."
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M Noun Classes Footnotes

Muyuw, the eastern dialect of Woodlark Island, 1s phon-
etically [moyuw)] with [muyuw] as a variant form, This
language has three back vocoids, 9, 9, and ¥, with ¢ as
eclose to u as it is to 9. Thus we have chosen Muyuw as
a practical orthographic spelling.

Previous linguistic and anthropological works have
tended to regard Woodlark Island as a linguistic and
geographic entity called Murua.

The three dialects of the island, Muyuw in the east,
Wamwan in the centre, and Nawyem in the west are differ-
ent only in the pronunciation of certain words (notably
the inelusion of k in many words in the other dialects
where it is absent in Muyuw) and in vocabulary preferences.
The dlalect variations in Gawa and other islands of the
Marshall-Bennetts to the west are more extensive, having
1 substituting for most of the occurrences of n in Muyuw,
a different CV pattern, and vocabulary differences.

Material far this study was gathered during two years
spent in Wabunun village of the Muyuw dialeet, and a
period of seven weeks in the Wamwan area. The work was
done under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Ling-
uisties. The authors give grateful thanks to their
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colleague Dr. Alan Healey for guidance and many helpful
suggestions while writing this paper.

Lithgow, D. and Staalsen P. 1965, es of the

D'intrecasteaux Islands, The Department of Information

and Extension Services, Fort Moresby.

Additional word-lists obtained in the course of
this survey indicate the following percentages of
shared cognates:

Muyuw - Kiriwina 70%
Muyuw - Dobu 38%
Mayuw - Panayati  34%
Muyuw - Tagula 22%

Capell, A., 1943, The Linguistic Position of South-Bastern

Papua, Australasian Medical Publishing Co., Sydney.

Arnold, J.K., 1931, A Grammar of the Language of

Zdugaura (Dobu), Government Printer, Port Moresby.

Capell, A., 1940, "Language Study for New Guinea Students"

2he Oceanls Vonographs, No.5, p.27, and Qceania, Vol.XI,

NoeI, De63.

Camden, W, personal communication.
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' wn. A« 1962, "Oceanic Linguisties Today" Current
70103' HO-"‘, Pe390.

éﬂmu. HeK. J, 1962, Current Anthropology, Vol. 3,
] mh’ p.399.

Fortune, R. F, 1963, The Sorcerers of Dobu, E.P.
Dutton and Co, New York, p. 67.

Lawton, R, of Losuia in a personal communication
spoke of at least seventy classifiers known to him in

the Kiriwina language.

Ray, Sidney H., "The Languages of the Eastern and South~-
Bastern Divisions of Pnpna" e J of

1thropologic nstitute, Vol. 68, pp.153-208.
Twenty-one classifiers with numeral affixes are listed
for Tagula.
Griffin, M. and Cooper, P. of the Summer Institute of
Linguisties Vew Guinea Branch have found about forty
numeral classes in studies of the Buin language. This
is a non-Austronesian language and its numerals appear
to be more complex than a simple classifier plus affix.
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~ Gapell, A. 1962, "Oceanic Linguistics Today" Current
Vol. 3. Nos h’ p03855

15, The only cluster with which this has been observed to
date is wl- although other clusters, e.g. yo=- oceur in

the language.



