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Stating Equasion, Attributes, Presence, Fosition/Location
and Time in SDA Zapotec
A. Concepts
Al. Equasion
Al.1 Using an Equative Verb

(1) nah=b be-ri-zuh ‘It is a flying animal.’
be=lan animal ~H-stand

(NEB. Depending on the context the root /-zuh/ can mean either
‘stand’ or ‘fly’ .}

For some equasions in the past, the completive form /gohk/ of
the verb ‘happen’ is used:

-~
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-

gi j+lad kaméy gohk ab=man
ixtlethair camel CF.happen clothing=3r
‘'His coat was of camel ‘s hair, '

gid gohk 2-dutbay=man
skin CF.happen FPOSSZ2&3-rope+rebozo
‘his belt was of leather.’

(NE. This speaker is one of those few who does not change /gohk/ to
/gok/ when the subject or the complementizer is fronted.)

Al.2 Affining /=ni/ to The Item Equated
(Z) be-ri-zuh 2an yabaa=nH
animal ~H-f1ly under sky=EQUAS
‘It is an animal that flies under the sky.’
This type of construction has been encountered only in contexts
where the reference to the item equated has already been

established. We have, e.g., not encountered

(4a) ¥golbid be-ri-zuh fan yabaa=n
vulture animal ~H-fly under shy=EQUAS

One would have to say instead:

{(4b) nah’ golbid be-ri-zuh fan vabaa
be vultuwre animal-H-fly under sky

"The vulture is an animal that flies under the sky.’



AZ. Attributes
AZ2.1 Using A Descriptive Root and A Copulative Verb

This construction is used with a certain class of roots.
(&) gydad gya?-—doo=b ndh’ ni-do-béz ‘and its legs are small’
and leg-DIM=3a be COMFLEM{?)-DIM-small ()

AZ2.2 Using A Descriptive Root with A Frefix
This construction is used with another class of roots.

(&) d&d na-rdob baTkw-g/y/e ‘This dog is very big.’
very S-big dog-this

AZ. Existence, Presence, Fosition and Location

AZ.1 Existence

(7) tib-ihz yu?5n &i-b-rii da-retraht=an

one year be.present (T)=ls when-CP-go.out FOSSIEG-photo=ls
‘T was one year old when this picture of mine was taken.’

AZ.2 Presence

(&) nid-yla?’ séht=vya
INTROD-be.present (7)) ol 1 =G0UESTION
‘Won 't you have oil {(in yow store)?’

(%) zohb%il-ya “Are youw home?’
sit (?)=2s-GQUESTION

AZ.3 Position & Location

(1@ va?’ tihb bdr gurahl
be.present(?) one donkey fence
‘There is/was a donkey inside a fence.’

(1la) za7?  2-dad=ré na+lid alemin
stand FOSSE2LZ-father=FL mother+Margarita Germany

(1ib) za&? ré-3f-dad na+lid aleman
stand FL-FOSS2&3Z~father mother+Margarita Germany

‘Dofa Margarita’'s parents are in Germany.’

(12) tibb=zi gu—tyahs=ib &t 2ihd gyu-gin =z &7=bh
once=RESTR CF-jump=3an until back river—the stand=Ilan
‘He Jjumped Jjust once
and got to stand on the other side of the river.’
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(13) @-sd=ma&n tihb lwéir 1éd nah’ yuh+bi jf
FOT-stand=3r one place where be earth-+tdry
‘8/he will be in the desert.’

(14) lajél-r-u—-gya=n zohb’ be-gin lah‘gih—gin

then—-H-ThV-sese=1ls sit{(?) animal-the face light-the

‘Then I saw the animal sitting in the light.’

(13) majéli na-ga?’ bdr—gin ro? gyu-gin
next S-lie donkey-the mouth river—the
‘Then the donkey was 5-lying on the shore(?).’

(16) ma—z—ahk ¢i-gad=n yan=ya
already-FUT~can FOTma-lie.down=1ls now=G0UESTION
‘May 1 go to bed now?’

(17) &n7? mé-z-—ahk ¢i-gdéa=1 yan
ves already-FUT-can FOTma—lie.down=2s now
‘Yes, you may go to bed now.’

(18) ad-r-—agt+bées=t-an ban oob=an
NEG-~H=. .ot . o =FIN~18 where lie(?)=3Iinan
‘T do not know where it is.’

(Item: some small thing that one has misplaced or lost track

(19) nal (Pr+baz=t-ib
hang+drop=FIN-Zan
‘It hung and finally dropped down.’

(2@ laa kristin k& giyvie
FO Christina be.elevated(?) here
‘This is a photo of Christina.’

(21) lajél-gu—~din®=an gih fdhk ni-katé&=n
then—-CP-hit=1s light flashlight COMFLEM-hold(?)=ls

‘Then I turned on the flashlight that I had with me.’

A4. Time
(22) 4& hor yan —— ma-gohl’ raka tihb gardl
what houw now —-— already—~-CF.be.born ... one half

‘What is the time? —-— It is half past one.’
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B. Morphemes and Their Glosses

yat’ ‘be present(?)’
it ‘enter’
gL P ‘put in: plant (beans)’

~CaUS-enter
foob lie(?)

~@~-&onob ‘put, place’
~CAUS~-1ie(?)

zéhb ' (w/o asp.prfx) Tait (P

’

=zhhb’ (w. asp.prfx) ‘go in’ (e.g. thorn or syringe)’

~@-zoob (ThV: w) ‘put into (a container)’
~CAUS—go.in

k& (w/o asp.prfu) ‘be elevated(?); be written, drawn(?) -’
~tya ‘be murdered’

~@-kaa ‘kill, shoot:; write’

k&l (w/o asp.prfs) ‘have with oneselsf (7))’
=ka?’ (w. asp.prfx) ‘receive, take’

za? (w/o asp.prfx) ‘stand, be’

~zth ‘stand, stay, bei fly’
=@-zuh (ThV: w) ‘stand, put, set s.o./s.t.
~CAlS-stand {in upright position)’
—~gat’ {w. B-prfu)d ‘lie’

—aa (w. other prfs) ‘lie down’

—~gihs ‘put do bed-’

~hammock

n&l (7)) (w/o asp.prfx) ‘be hanging’

C. Negation
-Cl. Negation of Equasion

(no data)



C2. Negation of Attributes

(23 ad-nah=t—-an tib-loh It ds/was uneven.
MEG—~be=F IN~Zinan one—-face

(24) Ad-nii=t nah=ré-n ‘They are/were not nice.’
NMEG-tasty=FIN-Zinan be=FL-Jinan

C3. Negation of Fresence % Location

(25) per at-d&a=t lih ‘but you were not there’
but NEG-who=FIN 2s

{26) zohb’ F-dad=il-ya -—— at-&¢a=t laa=min zdhb’

sit POSSEZ&I~Ffather=2s-0UESTION —— NEG-who=FIN sit FO=3r
"Is youwr father home? —— He is not here.’

(27) nid-ya?’ séhtsya —— at-&&=t yu?’
INROD~be.present (7)) oil=0UESTION - MEG-what=FIN be.present(ﬂ
‘Won ‘'t you have o0il? - No.'

(28) zyén-da?t ré-be ni-a&d-ya?#t di-lai=ré—@
many—INTENS FL-animal

COMPLEM-~-NEG-be.present (?)=FIN FOSS1NONSG~-hometown=FL~1inc
‘a lot of animals that we don’t have in ouw hometown’

D. Co—-occurrence of Equasion & Fossession

(29) A 2-baThkw=an - I-ba&Thw n&+ldhp=an
who FOSSZLI-dog=EQUAS —— FOSS283-dog mother+Lupe=EQUAS
‘Whose dog is it? —— It is Dofa Lupe’'s dog.’

(30 najiél—-r—ab ré—-bén+nah’ E-blr=an: .....
next—~H/CF-say Fl-persont+be POSS2%X3I-donkey: «....
‘Then the people whose the donkey was said, ".....
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