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Introduction

This book is written for the people of Dumbu and Kwei in
Misaje Sub-Division, Donga-Mantung Division, North West
Region, Republic of Cameroon, who speak Kemedzung. This
book is to be used in classes to help speakers of this language,
who already read and write English, to learn how to read and
write Kemedzung.

The teacher and the student should follow all the
instructions in each lesson, working through the lessons in the
order in which they occur in the book, from lesson one to the
last lesson. When you are unsure of a word in Kemedzung, the
English translation will help you. An answer key and English
translations are available at the end of the book to help the
teacher and student in their learning and evaluation processes.

The Kemedzung alphabet is in conformity with the
General Alphabet of Cameroon Languages, which was adopted in
1979 by the National Committee for the Unification and
Harmonization of the Alphabets of Cameroon Languages.

Much thanks also to Ntani Elijah Fale for his help in
revising and formatting the book. Suggestions for improvement
of this Reading and Writing book are welcome. All suggestions
should be directed to the Kemedzung Language Committee

Chairman.

Christopher Smoes (SIL)
Kay Smoes (SIL)
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Lesson One: Familiar Consonants

Familiar consonants are those that are the same in Kemedzung
as in the English alphabet. They are pronounced in the same
way.

Bb, Dd, Ff, Gg, Hh, Jj, Kk, L1, Mm, Nn, Tt, Ss, Ww, Yy

Below are the familiar consonants and Kemedzung words
showing how they are pronounced, along with the meaning of
the words in English. Use the English to help you with any
words that you find difficult to read in Kemedzung.

Exercise 1
Read the following words aloud and listen to the sounds.

Consonant Kemedzung

Bb bian ‘palm nut’
biosu ‘fish’
Dd dina ‘okra’
da ‘cutlass’
Ff fion  ‘thing’
fipgu ‘umbrella’
Gg gili  ‘egg’
ga ‘ceilings’
Hh saha ‘there’
maha ‘there’
Jj ji ‘hoe’
je ‘divide’
Kk kag  ‘hands’
kong  ‘ridges’
Ll limi ‘tongue’
nlan ‘like’



Mm moyg  ‘oil’ of Kebamba. He was a wise man who worked hand in hand with
mban ‘fence’ Fon Fawu. It was at this time that the government took over the
Nn nan  ‘cow’ Primary School from the Baptists. Akawu succeeded Fawu as Fon
nog  “find’ because Fika, who was to be enthroned, escaped. Due to his
Tt ta ‘stone’ character, Fon Akawu was dethroned after he had reigned for
taa  ‘stones’ nine years. He was then replaced by Fon Jang during whose
Ss seme ‘palm tree’ .
s reign the government opened the Cattle Ranch. It was at the
Ww ws/:sg ‘lcr;lﬂ & time Nganse killed a tiger.
. wash’ When Fon Jang went on a journey, Mfiabo was en-
Yy yosi  ‘eyes’ throned. During his reign, he caused the Dumbu people to have
ye ‘snake’ a Youth Day Center and a First School Leaving Certificate Cen-
ter. This was the Fon that the Dumbu people depended upon.
Exercise 2

They believed that he was going to shine the light for the Ke-

Draw a line from the English word to the Kemedzung word that medzung people but he went on a journey too soon. Jebo was

has the same meaning, as in the example.

enthroned in his place.

1. fish a. ga During his reign, he had a similar character to his father
and brought the first Secondary School to Dumbu. This school

2. umbrella b. gili has already graduated the first batch. He also brought back the

3. ridges c. ye Baptist and then the Catholic Primary Schools. He also brought
pipe-borne water that the Dumbu people are now enjoying. He

4. fence d. kog constructed the Sabongida hanging bridge with wires.

5. stones e. fipgu

6. snake f. biosu

7. ceilings g. mbar

8. egg h. ta
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Fon’s throne and beads and hid himself in Mfume (Nchane).
While he was in Mfume, Nako was enthroned in his place. Fon
Mbonji confided in the children that, ‘Whenever peace returns in
the Kemedzung land, go back home.’

It happened that a certain woman from the Kebile family
killed the wild animal and calm returned in the Kemedzung
land. The throne was taken back but now to the wrong quarter.

Fon Nako declared war with the Bundabene, now known
as the Mashi people, because the Mashi people were closer to
Kemedzung. With the help of warrior Mbong Ngante, Keme-
dzung defeated the Mashi people and sent them far away from
the land they now own and named it ‘Bong’. Nako went on a
journey (died) and Mbotsu was enthroned in his place.

Gabushi fought for the coming of the first school that was
the Baptist Primary School. Mbotsu also went on a journey and
Tsa was enthroned in his place. That is the same time the Ger-
mans came. The Germans wanted to dominate the Kemedzung
people but they resisted. They resolved not to sell their rights to
the Germans. They demanded an elephant tusk but the Keme-
dzung people refused to give it and they waged a war against
the Kemedzung people. The war over the tusk of the elephant
that was killed by the Kemedzung people lasted six months.
With warrior Mbong Ngante at the forefront, they were able to
fight only for three months and were defeated and surrendered
the tusk to the Germans. The Germans then took Fon Tsa to a
place called Tanteng and killed him there.

Konfo was enthroned thereafter (when the Germans were
still hanging around). He ruled with much fear and was suc-

ceeded by Fawu. At that time, Gaji was sub-chief from the family

82

Exercise 3

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list of
Kemedzung words below. The English translation of each
sentence is given to help you. (bian, gili, ji, narp, biosu, da)

1. tals bid.

“The fish swims in the water.’

2. Sho nyi
‘The fowl lays an egg.’

3. Kpansi nig ba

“‘The woman works with a hoe.’

4. Nyugso nip bo

“‘The man works with a cutlass.’

5. Seme ji ba

‘The palm tree has palm nuts.’
6. dio wor.

‘A cow eats grass.’

Exercise 4
Read these sentences and translate the underlined words.

1. Wa na ji ba limi.

2. Tseye mi kapg!

3. Nya mi man moanya!

4. Wb bindzu bio!

5. No na nyim»o yasi.

6. Ko ninti ba kon.




Exercise 5 which is round. Call people to help you in pounding the nuts,

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung, after you have already cut nine sticks for pounding. After

1. fish pounding, you remove the nuts on the head of the mill. Then put

a lot of water into the mill and begin to wash it very well with
2. cutlass water. You catch the raw oil and put it in a pot. After that, you
3. fence put it on the fire and cook. When it is ready and you see that the
4 oil is red, remove it from the fire and allow it to get cool before

. stones

you catch the oil and put it in a container. This is how palm oil
5. snake .

is cooked.
6. egg
7. hoe

Long Reading Exercise
8. oil
9. palm tree A Brief History of the Kemedzung People
10. cow

The Kemedzung people came from a place in Nigeria

Exercise 6 called Takum. Only a couple came first. The female was called

Read the following proverb. Then translate and write down the Bekeng while the male was Kemedzung. The name of the land

meaning in the spaces provided. where they settled was Kemedzung so that they will remember

Kiti ki mongulu Io munchehe bobia. their forefathers. This couple delivered three children: Kebile,
Kembamba, and Ngante.

The Chiefdom

The first Fon to rule the Kemedzung land was Ndikobia

who was of the Bentse family. Due to famine and poverty, he
sold his birth right to the Kebile family and was dethroned, and
Mbonji (of the Kebile family) was enthroned in his place.
During Fon Mbonji’s reign, a certain wild animal called
Kengenge emerged and was ravaging the Kemedzung people.

As a result of that, Fon Mbonji escaped for his dear life with the
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Lesson Fifteen

Exercise 5

1. Shela has fowls for sale.

2. Pa Ngayi has big houses.

3. Da has animals in the fence.
4. Nyangi has two goats.

5. Remove for me those mushrooms.

Exercise 6

Nyangi: My father has a fowl.

Nchotu: My father also has three fowls.

Nyangi: My father also has a goat.

Nchotu: My father also has three goats.

Nyangi: He has said that I should go and sell the goat.

Nchotu: They have also said that I should go and sell two
goats.

Nyangi: My father has a dog.

Nchotu: My father also has two dogs.

Nyangi: He has said that I should roast the fowl.

Nchotu: They have also said I should roast two fowls.

Nyangi: Does it mean that you are above us with things?

Nchotu: You already know that we are above you with
things.

Lesson Sixteen

Exercise 4
If you want to cook oil, you should cut twenty palm
cones. Split and pick them, and cook at the local oil mill. When

they are ready in the pot, you put them into the local oil mill,
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Lesson Two: New Letter — Sh sh

This is almost a familiar consonant because it is already used in
English words. In Kemedzung, this pair of letters represents one
sound and is considered as one consonant. It sounds like “sh” in
the English word ‘shoe.’

ship ‘sheep’

Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right and
note the difference between the “sh” and “s” sounds.

sh s

shin  ‘sheep’ sin) ‘palm trees’

shop  ‘news’ So1) ‘pride’

shi ‘place’ se ‘untie’

sha  ‘ground’ sa ‘select’
Exercise 2

Read the following words aloud and take note of the “sh” sound.

1.shay  ‘country Sunday’ 4. sharn ‘heart’
2. sho ‘traditional pot’ 5.shondi  ‘hill’
3. she ‘fat’ 6. sho ‘fowl’



[13 b

Exercise 3: Fill the blank spaces with either “sh” or “s.

1. _ip ‘sheep’ 6. _¢en ‘herein’

2. _ip ‘palm trees’ 7. no__iy ‘below’

3. _i ‘place’ 8. __on wufa ‘virgin’

4. a ‘select’ 9. __i-big ‘market’

5._ 9y ‘heart’ 10. o5 O ‘hiccoughs’

Exercise 4: Translate the following into Kemedzung.

1. I am going to the market.

2. When shall country Sunday be?

3. When shall the market day be?

4. Do you have a fowl?

5. Who is left behind?

6. Tell me the news!

Exercise 5: Match the Kemedzung word with the English word

that has the same meaning. Use arrows, as in the example.

1. shig a. news
2. shog b. country Sunday
3. shan c. comb
4. sha d. friendship
5. busha e. ground
6. bushi f. heart
7. kinsha g. face
8. shay h. sheep
9. shigkie i. wipe
10. shi j- place
10

Lesson Thirteen

Exercise 4

1. Mushrooms are for soup.

2. What time is it by your watch?
3. Rain comes with water.

4. Shidza has cut a plantain from the stem.

Exercise 5

. Sholuo is a big bird.

. The chief of Dumbu is Jebo Jang.

. I am hungry to eat pounded coco yams.
. A monkey eats raw corn.

. During war many people die.

N U W N

. Lenyo and Kiseng removed ten mushrooms each from one

place.

Lesson Fourteen

Exercise 4

1. Give me that book.

2. This cone has small palm nuts.
3. My foot has five toes.

4. Cook that cow meat.

5. Fear catches me in the dark.

Exercise 6
This is me, your God, you should not take dead gods and
put in front of you.

Giving You should not take dead gods and put in front of you.
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said and the pig became angry and took the grinding stone and
threw it. The tortoise came back and asked for the grinding
stone of his wife and the pig did not produce it. The tortoise said
go and bring my stone, let me pay your money. So the pig
started looking for the stone. Up until today it has not seen it.
Then the tortoise was free from the debt. For this reason

knowledge is useful.

Questions

1. From whom did the tortoise borrow money?
2. This story is between who and who?
3. The wife was the wife of who?

4. Did the tortoise pay the money?

Answers

1. From the pig.

2. Between the tortoise and the pig.
3. The wife of the tortoise.

4. No, he did not pay.

Lesson Eleven

Exercies 6

. Bush fowl’s eggs are smaller than that of a fowl.
. Termites are coming out of holes.

. I gave a dowry for my wife from my inlaw.

. T have kept my corn in the banda.

. I have sixty fowls.

N U AW N

. I have bought an egg.
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Exercise 6

Read the following Kemedzung letter aloud and listen to the
difference between “s” and “sh.”

Wene,

Sharn) wu na chee wa, min na gkigkie shor yoho tsuko
bisombie bi wa na se ls ndzi nf> yi na ba ya fis. Butii woko
babioni bafe ndzi na nji 1o nsa ba tano shin shi-big shar) wu na

ba wa wi. Tsisi 1o bion gonds dion.
Exercise 7

Read the Kemedzung proverbs and translate them into English.

Also write out their meaning on the second line provided.

1. Ji wo nya ka bandzulu ba sha 1s yi chinfi.

2. Mii wu tishe kaha 1o na dis li.

Exercise 8

Write 5 words in Kemedzung that contain the letter “sh.”

11



Exercise 9
Read the story below and answer the questions that follow.
Bondzulu

Budonfi bu ko, shir, ba bandzulu Is. Kpansi wudd na nin
ko wuhu. Yo tishe bandzulu s5 ka. Ship yi mii wudd kidii
bandzulu ba. Yin ba kpisi shiyy ya ba dis 1i. Mii wu ks lasi

bandzulu, mii wu shiy lasi shig yihi.

bandzulu ‘corn’

Bombi/Questions

1. No la fi no dii bondzulu ba?

2. No kpisi la shin ya ba dis 1i?

3. Ko wa ns wu yapo?

12

Questions
1. Who was splitting the firewood?

2. How manys logs were there?
3. What is name of the firewood?
Answers

1. It was Nyong.

2. There were ten.

3. The name is Kisambo.

Lesson Ten

Exercies 3

1. The woman is working with a hoe.
2. I have cut my finger.

3. A woman has carried water in a pot.
4. I have bought books with money.

5. My wife is in the house.

6. My father died.

Exercise 5

The Story of a Tortoise and a Pig

Once upon a time, the tortoise and the pig were friends.
One day, the tortoise borrowed money from the pig and did not
have the money to pay. The money stayed for long so that the
pig became angry and went and attacked the tortoise. The
tortoise pleaded that it was going to pay the pig. In the night,
the tortoise told the wife that, when the pig comes, she should
take it and begin to grind food with him as a grinding stone; that
when the pig comes, she should use bad words so that the pig

will be angry. When the pig came, the wife did as the tortoise
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Lessons Eight

Exercise 5

1. Sqeeze the clothes.

2. Nchotu has eaten the leg of a fowl.

3. The compound head has worn a cap.
4. The palm rat has eaten the palm nuts.

5. The chief has said that we should come to the palace.

Exercise 6

This is a story about the chief in the palace

The chief wore his gowns and the beads and put on his
cap. He sat on a chair near a fence and was reading his book. He
is in the palace.

Questions

1. Where is the chief?

2. What did the chief sit near?
3. What is he doing?

Answers

1. He is in the palace.

2. He sat near a fence.

3. He is reading a book.

Lesson Nine

Exercise 7

This is a story about firewood

Nyong is splitting firewood. There were ten logs. He took

one and nine were left. The name of the firewood is Kisambo.
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Lesson Three: New Letter - Ch ch

This is almost a familiar consonant because it is already used in
English words. In Kemedzung, this pair of letters represents one
sound and is considered as one consonant. It sounds like “ch” in
the English word ‘chair.’

che ‘branch’

Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note
the contrast between the sounds “ch” and “sh.”

ch sh
1. che ‘squirrel’ shin ‘sheep’
2. cha ‘your father’ sha ‘ground’
3. che ‘branch’ she ‘fat’
4. chito ‘help’ shishe ‘through’
Exercise 2

Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “ch.”

1. che ‘squirrel’ 4. chi mi ‘keep back’
2.cheny  ‘squeeze’ 5. cheku ‘compound head’
3. chefie  ‘spider’ 6. chi chi ‘different’
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Exercise 3

Fill the blank spaces with the missing letter(s), using either “ch”

or “sh.”

1. ip ‘dig’ 6. __ inda
2. __ip ‘be low’ 7. a

3. i ‘market’ 8 i
4. ___ay ‘leg’ 9. __ip
5.___ 9oy ‘news’ 10. 9y
Exercise 4

Translate the following into Kemedzung.

1. Squirrel meat is good for soup.

‘cover’
‘gizzard’
‘different’
‘sheep’

‘heart’

2. Where is your father?

3. Break me that branch!

4. Have you dug that hole?

5. Let him go ahead.

6. Let’s go home.

Exercise 5

Match the following words with arrows.

1. che a. news

2. cheku b. spider

3. shog c. fat

4. chefie d. rich man

5. shay e. squirrel

6. she f. compound head
7. chekpa g. country pot

8. chi chi h. country Sunday
9. sho i. ground

10. sha j. different

14

Questions

1. What was the name of the woman?
2. Why did her child send her a letter?
3. What is the story teaching us?
Answers

1. The woman’s name was Buni.

2. To collect money for food.

3. That everybody should be educated.

Lessons Seven

Exercise 6

. I have carried water from the stream.
. Go and enter the house.

. A crocodile lives in the water.

. Who has knocked on the door?

. The sky is up.

A U A W N

. A rat has eaten corn.

Exercise 7
The Woman with the Water

I)go has carried water with a calabush from the stream.

The water is for drinking.

Questions

1. What did I)go use to carry the water?
2. What is the water for?

Answers

1. A calabash

2. For drinking
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Lesson Four

Exercise 5

. Play the wooden drum.

. Nyange has shot a squirrel with a gun.
. Two plus two is four.

. Drive that cow.

. The cow has broken a fence.

N U A W N

. Give me that hoe.

Exercise 6

A person who makes baskets

Nyange is making baskets. The baskets are for sale.
Questions
1. Who is making the baskets?
2. Why did Nyange make the baskets?
Answers
1. Nyange
2. To sell

Lesson Five

Exercise 7

A Story About Education

One woman whose name was Buni refused to be edu-
cated. One day, her child sent her a letter to collect money from
one man called Kawu for food, promptly at 8am. She took the
letter too late, to be read when Kawu had already gone. So she
missed collecting the money. So everybody should know that

education is important.
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Exercise 6

Read the following invitation to a community work day taking
note of the letter “ch.”

Kwefan
22/1/2011
Badzumbu bs ndikobiaa
Mii mansoy chi
Kpansi ba Nyunso
Kwifan lans 1o chita bu shana bu na kiji bwa fia wufa
ntin), did big tin chi mii chi na ki woko kimbu na nto, yona. Ka
chese tsa ba nfo ba kinchinde maka ji ba fondu dzs yi shibin, yi
cha, ba yi bid.
Kiji busho mii chi bandi nto ba wo fior) fi chesha chanye
tsuko mba yi nteshe yi biombo chi na kpa, bs fis wu ku lo wuna
ki ji butsu bwa.

Bo bafo ba gwuks.  Kwifoy wu Badzumbu

vl
A

che ‘squirrel’

15



Lesson Four: Familiar Vowels

Familiar vowels are those that are the same in Kemedzung as in
English. It should be noted that, unlike English where the
pronunciation of these letters sometimes changes, in Kemedzung
they each have only one pronunciation.

Aa, Ee, Ii, Oo, Uu

Exercise 1

Read the following words aloud and listen carefully to the sound
of each vowel.

Aa ta ‘stone’
ka ‘charcoal’
Ee che  ‘squirrel’
ye ‘snake’
Ii bi ‘goat’
ji ‘hoe’
Oo fo ‘head’
kako ‘frog’
Uu fu ‘ant’ fu ‘ant’
mu ‘drink’

16

English Translations of Kemedzung Stories and Sentences

Lesson One

Exercise 4

1. You have a tongue.

2. Show me your hands.

3. Give me red oil.

4. Wash clothes in the stream.
5. This is a blind person.

6. We are making ridges.

Lesson Two

Exercise 9

Story of a Sheep

A certain woman worked her farm and planted her
maize. A certain man’s sheep came and was eating the maize. A
tiger came and killed the sheep and ate it. The owner of the farm

lost her maize and the owner of the sheep lost his sheep.

Questions

1. What ate the maize?
2. What killed the sheep?

3. Whose farm was it?

Answers
1. The sheep
2. The tiger

3. A certain woman

73



Exercise 4

twenty
round
nine
Red

> W b=
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Exercise 2

Write the correct word for the pictures below from the following
list. (ye, seme, tulumi, buna, nyunso)

Exercise 3

Choosing from the list provided below, fill in the missing
vowel(s) in the following words. (“a”, “e”, “i”, “0”, “u”)

1. fing ‘umbrella’ 5.f _ny_ny__ ‘bird’
2.ny_pns__  ‘man’ 6.k _k ‘frog’
3.b_d__ ‘brooms’ 7.b_f ‘new’
4. ch__ ‘squirrel’ 8.f ny _ ‘toe’
Exercise 4

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung.

1. rain 5. four
2. down 6. head
3. fire 7. frog
4. pepper 8. squirrel

17



Exercise 5

Fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word from the list

of Kemedzung words. (mban, boso, pgu, ji, bina, nan)

1. Ku wal 4. Koy wal
2. Nyagge tun che ba 5. Nag bug
3. Bife bo bife na 6. Nya mi ya!

Exercise 6

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

Mii wu lo banka

Mii wu lo bagka. Nyange wa wu lo bagka. Na bagka bas tana.

Bombi/Questions

1. Na lo yon bagka ba?

2. Nyapge na lo bagka la 1i?

18

Exercise 4

1. b. 6. d
2. a. 7. e
3. f. 8. j
4. g. o. h
5. C. 10. i
Exercise 5

1. Shola wa ba shd yi tagse.

2. Ba I)gayi na ji bo tsy yiban.

3. Da wa ba nyén mbar) nti.
4. Nyagge wa ba bi fie.

5. Ba mi dzéwa ya!

Exercise 6

Words to underline.
sha, shd

bi, bi

sha, sh3

bi, bi

bis, bis

Lesson Sixteen

Exercise 3

1. (aa) 6. (00)
2. (99) 7. (i)

3. (aa) 8. (5, 1)
4. () 9. (i, 00)
5. (9) 10. (3)
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11. (w)
12. (uw)
13. (i)
14. (ii)
15. (i, ee)



Lesson Fourteen Lesson Five: New Letter — I i

s
1

Exercise 3 The vowel is not in the English alphabet but is frequently
found in Kemedzung. The sound of this letter is also unknown in

1. nyup English, so the student will learn the sound through the
2. minyinyi examples and contrasts below.
3. Nyo
4. nya
5. nyunso N
6. nyin kinwati ‘book’
Exercise 4 Exercise 1
1. nya 4. nyep Read.the following pairs of words al.oud froTn left to right, noting
2. nyugwa 5. nyi the difference between the sounds “i” and “i.”
3. minyi i i
di ‘place’ di ‘flour’
Exercise 5 mbir) ‘to believe’ mbiny ‘to dance’
1. Nyun na ji ba gkpin. bin ‘on’ bin  ‘outside’
2. Nya mi bidsu ya. yin ‘spear grass’ yip ‘tiger’

3. Nya mi nyey yi nag ya.

Exercise 2
4. Ko bafa Nyo.

Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “i.”

1. yig ‘spear grass’ 5. dina ‘okra’
Lesson Fifteen 2. kinwati ‘book’ 6. shi ‘market’
Exercise 3 3. kida ‘broom’ 7. kita ‘bed’
1. ts3n 5. bis 4. yimbi ‘song’ 8. kidze ‘mouth’
2. yimbi
3. dzé
4. bid
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Exercise 3 Exercise 6

Practice writing the capital letter “¥” and the small letter “i” ten Tsandi tetiee bo mbendi kiti.
times on the lines below. A monkey is never too old to climb a tree.
1 Age is not a hindrance to effectiveness.

Lesson Thirteen

Exercise 3

C.

Exercise 4

In the spaces provided, fill in the missing letter(s) in the Keme-

(1384 “e »

dzung words, using either “i” or “i.

©® N kWb
o o oo o

1.k__njemb__e  ‘bitterleaf’ 5.bud__ > ‘fight’

2.k nse ‘love’ 6.kt ‘chair’

3.y_n1 ‘tiger’ 7.k__fuld ‘cap’

4.b__an ‘palm nuts’ 8. k__pgwat___ ‘book’

Exercise 5 Exercise 4

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung. 1. (dz)
2. (ts)

1. sugar cane 5. bicycle 3. (d2)

2. mosquito 6. swallow 4. (d2)

3. firewood (one) 7. thread

4. log — 8. bag Exercise 5
1. sholuto
2. Badzumbu
3. dzog
4. tsandi
5. dzon
6. dzéwa
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Exercise 6

1. gba

2. g0

3. gbene
4. gba

5. gbibusi
6. gili

Lesson Twelve

Exercise 3

1. (ts)
2. (s)
3. (ts)
4. (s)

Exercise 4

1. tsa che
2. tsa miu
3. ntsasi

4, tsosi

Exercise 5

1. Ndzine ngoan tson yi Nyo ntin tsa bir.

5. (ts)
6. (ts)
7. (s)
8. (ts)

2. Nyo sehe tsa.

3. Se mi yimbi ya.

5. tsoso
6. tso
7. tso

4. Tsa chetiee ba kigwati.
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Exercise 6

Read the following Kemedzung proverbs and translate them into
English. Write the meaning of the proverb on the second line.

1. Mii wu yana kpana ba biog bi nino.

2. Bi dii di wu ba kansa yi.

Exercise 7
Read the story below and answer the questions that follow.

Budenfs bu kinwati 1s

Kpansi wuds wu yi wuhu na ji Is Buni. Na nin 1o gintoho
kigwati. Ki ji tsa yido wene fan yo kigwati la yo laks kpa wu
bidisge na Kawu li. Tsa bin yan fuwoki. Gory ba kigwati tsa so
che 1o bo tanche, ki ji Kawu sa dza. Ji ko laka kpa wa. Mii chi ka

ls kinwati ndzereli.

Bambi/Questions

1. Yi wu kpansi wa 1o na ji 1s yon?

2. Wene no fag) yo kigwati 1o la?

3. Budonfi bug na tifie bi 1o 1a?
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Lesson Six: New Vowel - 9 2

The vowel “3” is not in the English alphabet but is frequently
found in Kemedzung. It is pronounced like the “u” in the English
word ‘shut’.

bia ‘dog’

Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of contrasting words aloud from left to
right. Note the contrast between the sounds “3” and “i.”

2 i
bia ‘dog’ bubiili ‘childish’
ko ‘farm’ ki ‘depth’
tso ‘devil’ tsimi ‘locust’
gba ‘bush fow!’ gbi  ‘rope’
Exercise 2

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,

“K” Wy »

using either “9” or “i.

1.m_ 7 ‘oil’ 5.nt___ ‘to sing

2.nts___ ‘medicine’ 6.dz___ ‘elephant’

3.8b___ ‘one hundred’ 7.ndi___ ‘to eat’

4.y__s___ ‘eyes’ 8.n__nt_ g ‘inside’
22

Exercise 5

Banficha
1. No kifi li Ia. 3. No kpansi kikuls.
2. Na bu kikuls 15 ba kifi. 4. Ye ki na ko somboo.

Lesson Eleven

Exercise 2

1. d. 5. b.
2. f. 6. h.
3. a. 7. e.
4. c. 8. g.
Exercise 3

1. (gb) 5. (gb)

2. (gb, gb) 6. (gb)

3.(g) 7.(8)

4. (g) 8. (g)

Exercise 4

1. Min kwi gba. 4. Bagbogbo ben dzag?

2. Min wa bo bandzulu gba. 5. Gbene wa ba gwi.
3. Min wa bo gbandi.

Exercise 5

1. An empty barn is a hungry barn.
Having a barn without working to fill it is useless.
2. A hundred eggs is not a hundred fowls.

Good germinatioin does not mean good harvest.
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3. Yo na tanche kigwati.

Lesson Nine

Exercise 4
1. () 3. (n)
2.(n, n) 4. (n)
Exercise 5
1. lay 3. kin
2. nay 4. tag
Exercise 6

1. kin 2.kug 3. gkup

Exercise 7

Banficha
1. Sa Nyoq 2. Bisajiyd

Lesson Ten

Exercise 3

1. kpansi 3. kponsi
2. kpag 4. kpo
Exercise 4

1. Kponsi wa fo tar.

2. Bo na tagki kpansi ba kpa.

3. Kpansi wa wu mu 5gog.

5. (9)
6. ()

5. nyep
6. tago

4. ndey

7. (n, n)
8. (n)

7. ntsamg
8. ntig

5. gwin

3. Na kisambo

5. kpense

6. kpa

4. Kpense wa wu gwinte.

5. Chits wa nif mi kpor.
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Exercise 3

“”

Practice writing the capital letter “9” and the small leter “3” on
the lines provided below. Write each letter at least 10 times.

o

9

Exercise 4

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung.

1. owl 5. calabash
2. money 6. corn

3. fowl 7. people
4. caterpillar 8. left hand
Exercise 5

Read the following Kemedzung proverbs and translate them into
English and write out their meaning.

Bangan/Proverbs

1. Bia yi na kunchi shay na dii kikunfs kiban.

2. Ji lo wa sombu buni bs bubis, wa na je ko kafie nfoso bubia na

wa tsd1).
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Exercise 6

Fill in the blanks by looking at the English translation and

deciding what words are missing in Kemedzung.

1. lete butsu.

‘People fear an owl in the night.’

2. Kicha ji ba shin.

‘During a feast, we eat five fowls.’

3. ya naji me?

“That bush fowl cost how much money?’

4. Wug na wu la.

‘This is a groundnut farm.’

5. Shabo o yina ji

‘Shabs has carried a load which is heavy.’
6. Min so bidiay fa

I ate food in the afternoon.’

24

Exercise 6

1. bid 3. doko 5. bolu
2. tsoy 4. mbo 6. biako
Exercise 7

1. Boa nsd 2. Na ngon mo mund.

Lesson Eight

Exercise 3

d.

C.

b=
©® N o o
o =5 o ™

Exercise 4

1. (¢) 3. (e) 5. (e)
2. (9) 4. (e) 6. (e)

Exercise 5

1. squeeze

leg (of a fowl)
compound head
palm rat

chief

A S

Exercise 6

Boanficha
1. Yo na ji nto.

2. Yo jig fo mbay ku.
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2. (@) 4. (5, 1) 6. (i) 8. (5, 1) Lesson Seven: New letter - D 2

The vowel “5” is not in the English alphabet but is frequently

Exercise 4 used in Kemedzung. This letter is pronounced almost like the
1. kigwa 3. sho 5. kiba 7. boni “0” in the English word “pot”, but only a little farther back in
2. kps 4. kimoma 6. bondzulu 8. kimasa the mouth.
Exercise 5 4
1. The patient dog eats the fattest bone. ‘
There is a reward for those who are patient.
2. If you repay good with evil you will never get evil out of fr ‘axe’
your house. Proverbs 17:13
Exercise 1
Exercise 6
Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right taking
1. boni, kigwe 4. ke, bagbogbo note of the difference in their pronunciations.
2. di9, sha 5. nt9, bunjite 5 o
3. gbo, kpa 6. ndia, bushoa £ ‘axe’ fo ‘head’
Lesson Seven ko ‘take’ koso ‘down’
) mbod ‘to knock’ mbo  ‘to watch’
frerise 4 biako  ‘rat’ biako ‘frogs’
1. (9 5. (0)
2.9 6. (9) Exercise 2
3. (o) 7. (0) Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “>.”
4. (0, 0) 8. (0) 1. ngoy ‘drum’ 6. lop ‘trousers’
Exercise 5 2. kiko ‘rafia nut’ 7. doko ‘crocodile’
3. kon ‘ridge’ 8. Ny> ‘God’
1. doko 5. Owo 4. noy ‘find’ 9. ngd ‘voice’
2. ny> 6. mbopku 5. dzombu ‘antelope’ 10. bolu ‘sky’
3. bolu 7. nond
4. ngd 8. kpog
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Exercise 3
Write the letters “D” and “>” ten times on the lines below.

)

Exercise 4

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,

[P

using either “5” or “0.”

1.f ‘axe’ 5.ts_1 ‘house’
2.f_ndu ‘clearing’ 6.t ‘carry’
3.mb__ ‘watch’ 7.sh__ ‘clay pot’
4.nl_ s ‘to obstruct’ 8.kak__  ‘frog’
Exercise 5

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung in the
spaces provided.

1. crocodile 5. to hear
2. God 6. lion

3. sky 7. milk

4. voice 8. ridge
Exercise 6

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list of
Kemedzung words . (doko, biako, bio, bo, bolu, tson)

1. Min t3 ngor na . 5. ji bo.
2. Gan be . 6. dis bandzulu.
3. na nyer) yi bio.
4. yon kigwon ka?
26

Exercise 6

1. Nyapge 2. La yo tans

Lesson Five

Exercise 4

1. (1) 5. ()

2. () 6. G, 1)

3. (1) 7. (@3)

4. () 8. G, 1)

Exercise 5

1. kingants 3. kpin 5. kinsayg 7. kinso
2. bip 4. kinchimbili 6. mi 8. kiba
Exercise 6

1. A lazy man has quarrels with his tools.

A lazy man always complains about his tools.
2. A goat eats where it is tied.

You receive your pay where you work.

Exercise 7

Banficha

1. Yi wuhu no ji 1o Buni. 3. Lo mii chi ke kigwati.
2. La yo 1aks kps wu bidiana.

Lesson Six

Exercise 2

1. (3) 3. @) 5. () 7.(3)
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Exercise 5
1. e

a > LD

o B« S VR
v ® N o

HC B « N

Lesson Four
Exercise 2

1. tulumi
2. ye

3. pgu

4. seme

5. buna

Exercise 3

1. (W 5.3, a, i)
2. (u, 0) 6. (e, 0)
3.3,1,1) 7. (u, a)
4. (a, 0) 8.(, e

Exercise 4

1. dzay 3. boso 5. na
2. Koso 4. fipsunsu 6. fo

Exercise 5

1. pgu 4. nag
2. boso 5. mbar)
3. bina 6. ji
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Exercise 7

Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

Kpansi ba ngon

I)go to ngon ba nsd na bid. Na 1gon ma munod. Yo kwaliwa
bir) fofo Is yo gon nya ba bani buhu ba nkons. Boni ba na ba na,
yili 19, Nto, Nchotu, Ntobo ba Monde.

Bambi/Questions

1. I)go so toto ngon ma ba la?

2. Na pgon mo lala?

3. Yo na kwali fofo ndzi 1a?

4. Boni ba gkoro ba na bayan?
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Lesson Eight: New Letter - € €

The vowel “¢” is not in the English alphabet but is frequently
found in Kemedzung. It is pronounced like the “e” in the English
word ‘met.’

chefie ‘spider’

Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right and
note the difference in the sounds “¢” and “e.”

€ €

che  ‘branch’ che  ‘squirrel’

nche ‘fold’ ngbe ‘to cut’

she  ‘fat’ seme ‘palm tree’
Exercise 2

Write the capital letter ‘€’ and the small letter ‘e’ ten times on
the lines below.

€

28

Exercise 5

1. h. 6. g.
2. a. 7. C.
3. b. 8. f.
4, e o. i.
5. d 10.  j
Exercise 7

1. You can not give corn to a fowl to hold.

You can not put a dishonest person in charge of your wealth.

2. He who plants does not know if he shall eat.

Exercise 9
Banficha

1. Na ship

2. Na yin

3. No kpansi wudo

Lesson Three

Exercise 3

1. chip 6. chinda

2. ship 7. sha

3. shi 8. chi chi

4. chay 9. ship

5. shon 10. shag

Exercise 4

1. Che ji bubu bu ndzige. 4. Wa chig kikpo ka?
2. Cha dzargy? 5. Fag yo fid!

3. Buy mi che yal! 6. Che sa ko kwa.
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Answer Key

Lesson One

Exercise 2 Exercise 3 Exercise 4 Exercise 5

1. f 1. biosu 1. tongue 1. biosu

2. e 2. gili 2. hands 2.da

3. d 3.ji 3. oil 3. mbar)

4. g 4. da 4. wash 4. taa

5. h 5. bian 5. eyes 5. ye

6. c 6. nag 6. ridges 6. gili

7. a 7. ji

8. b 8. mox)
9. seme
10. nay

Exercise 6
Translation: A mango tree never bears pear fruits.

Meaning: You only reap what you sow.

Lesson Two

Exercise 3

1. ship 6. seq

2. sig 7. nashiy

3. shi 8. son wufa

4. sa 9. shi biy

5. shay 10. shasho

Exercise 4

1. Mi gginti wa shi bir 4. Wa wa ba sha?

2. Shag na ki ji bula?
3. Bushi 1o na koji bula? 6. To mi shog) ya!

5. Na yog wu sho ngjin?
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Exercise 3

Match the following Kemedzung words with the correct English

meanings using arrows, as in the example below.

1. mbeye
2. kikwiye
3. ntifie

4. shiemi
5. ndonche
6. die

7. me

8

. mbe

Exercise 4

a. chaff

b. to give birth
c. forest

d. chief

e. lies

f. to show

g. teaching

h. here

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,

“Ka” « ”

using either “e” or “e.

1.ch__ ‘branch’
2.wW_7 ‘child’
3. kamb__ ‘snail’
4.nd__ ‘to pick’
Exercise 5

5.m__ ‘here’

6. pkw__ ‘catch’

7. kinj__mbi__ ‘bitter leaves’
8. kins__ ‘love’

Read these sentences and translate the underlined words.

1. Chenq bindzu bia!

2. Nchotu dis kpe wu sha la.

3. Cheku chiso kifulo.

4. Fie dio bian.

5. Mbe ta 1o ka ba nto.
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Exercise 6 sigsin) bo bondu G.C.E tsa yi fiofio Madzun.
Read the story and answer the questions that follow. Yo chisa ba ba Bati sukulu bs katulu sukulu b ngog ma
ntsa) mo Kimadzur na mu mer). Ba tsiso mo Io poy. No lisiti

Burn na budanfi bu mbe Is nto Buda bu Sabopgida ba ba waya.

Mbe so dor) binya ba banchir, ba chisa kifuld, ba jir kiti
bin, fo mbay ku, ki tanche kinwati. Na nto.

Bombi /Questions

1. Mbe na ji man?

2. Mbe sa jin fo la ku?

3. Yo na fiti 1a?

\\\‘§\ /\\\\ ‘\%_
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Tsop yi kinwati yi fiafio no guld tsa yi Mbotsu ntiy 9ji nfo Lesson Nine: New Letter - I)
yi Gabushi. Ls Mbotsu le gbondi, Tsa dis kiti ki bupkups, kiji The letter “n” has the same sound as the English “ng”, like in the
miiys (German) iba. Na se 1o Badzumbu ki tuntu nu bs yo. words ‘sing’ and ‘wing’.

Badzumbu naks bimis bo wadi bo ta 19, naji ko nya buko bwaha
ba miiyoks. Jama na to 1o bo nya yu koo wu dzi buggali.
Badzumbu nix) I, “Ye ko nyaha” Sigsiy sig bo Jama dzi
Badzumbu dzon ndzi koo wu dzi wa. Badzumbu no kpisi dzi ba
to foso koo wa, na yi wi. Dzon ya na dzs fis buse. Boma
Badzumbu ba nga wubbs yi 1o Mbor I)ganti dido dzon ya ba f5 fis

te. Bo Gema ya bo mi, bo bu nya koo wa kiji Jama dze IJkur) Tsa

ba gor kpisi yu diwudo wi wu na bimi yi 1o Tantin). Boma yo naji

kiti ka bin ba nyir. kin ‘firewood’
No mibin) Kogfo na dze kiti ki bupkuns 9ji ba Jama
bambi bo fiedie Madzuy. Bama yo naji kiti ka bir) ba nyin. La yu Exercise 1
le gbandi, Fawu dis kiti ki bunkuns tsaya bin, Gaji na ji nji no Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right, taking
kitson ki Kibamba lo ntin. Nu ns fi wu mii wu bo na ninti kar ba note of the difference between the sounds “n” and “n.”
kay bobo Ikuy Fawu, bidyy gands buni. Na tsa nyi biny yi Gomen n n
ns dzee bunga bu sukulu ls na Bati karg. La IJkur Fawu le kip  ‘firewood’ kintsa ‘cold farm’
gboandi, Akawu dis kiti ki bunkuns. 9ji ndzi Feka wu ns ji wa Is weg  ‘child’ wana ‘your child’
yo jin bupkurn bin tsa ya bir, no Iats. Fis wu Akawu Is na fo ba kiba> ‘window’ wene ‘my child’
foso yo, kiji yo jin) biya fumbod. Na mibin, Ba ga Jay kiti ki dinpa ‘okra’ kini ‘sleep’
bunkups biy. Tsa yi bugkur bu Jags ntin Gomen na ba ba Larg
(ngayi bonan) na ti tsa yihi big yi miintar) [Jganse na kwee yin. Exercise 2
La Dkun Jay le gbandi Mfiabo dis kiti ki bugkuna. Na tsa Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “1).”
yihi ntin yi Badzumbu no kigkie senta wu yude ba senta wu 1. pkun ‘chief 5. fukwon ‘yesterday’
Jamisho wu kinwati ki fiofia (FSLC). Nu na gkuny wu Badzumbu 2. oy ‘see’ 6. jin it
no niki yo wi Is yo jiwa yo tsala kinngbon bo wi yo bo sa lee 3. kun python’ 7. shig ‘sheep’
gboandi no tsali. No mi Jebo dioa kiti ki bupkuno. Tsa yihi ntin, ba 4. gwin ‘spear’ 8. ndex ‘today’

fia jima wu ti jano yo ba ba seconly sukulu wu fisfio madzuy
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Exercise 3
Write the letters “I)” and “n” ten times on the lines below.

N

0

Exercise 4

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,

(1)

using either “n” or “n.”

1. be__ ‘children’ 5 ki ‘firewood’
2. de ‘today’ 6. gWi__ ‘spear’

3. _u ‘knee’ 7.bu__ta__  ‘hardship’
4. ka ‘salt’ 8.di_ ks ‘perhaps’
Exercise 5

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung.

1. wait 5. meat
2. COW 6. sell

3. firewood 7. clean
4. buy 8. to burn
Exercise 6

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list of
Kemedzung words. (kinp, gkurn, gwip, kurn, nden)

1. Nyon wa wu sandi

2. Bioyi na ji bubioa.
3. Jobo na ji wu Bedzumbu.
4. na shar).
5. na ji bunfene.
32

Long Reading Exercise

Read the following story, taking note of how all the letters that
you have learned fit together.

Budoanfi bu Badzumbu Is chi b na ba

Badzumbu na ba na shin di wudo> wi wu ba tsisa 1o
Takum. Budonfi na ti 1o ba bano fisfis ba na kwa bani bafe
kpansi ba nyunso. Yi wu kpansi wa 19, ji 1o Boken, yi wu nyunso
wa 19 ji o Kimadzurg. Yi wu sha ya Is na lagy le Kimadzuy, fubo
kitsi bo gombie ki bati ba bola 1. Bani bery bafe na beye ber ba te
ba dog 1s Kibils, Kibamba ba IJganti.

Bupgkup bu sha yals

Ndikobia na gkur wu fisfia, aji na kitson ki Bantsa I
ntin). Dzony ba bufiapks na fo bo tags bugkur bu bals bs Kibils.
Boa na shisasi gkuy wu Bantss wa na kiti bin, ba ga Mbonji na
Kibils tson.

Tsa yi bugkur) bu Mbonji 1o ntin, kiggingi no 5, baki dii
ki kasa ba Badzumbu. Nkun Mbonji na lato ba kiti ka ba banchiy
ba gon nysls fo wuhu Mfume “Mantsan” kiti kin no ba ntsuli
kijika tsoho di wu kilo wi kibee o gkur) Mbonji kiji so Mfume
“Montsan” nya kitsumd ba ber) buhu ls, tsa yi buds na kiji
Madzun, bs kwa tsuli.

Lo Mbonji late, Nako dis kiti, nafu Nako na dii kiti, na kiji
kpansi wudb ikpisi kingingi ka yo ji na Kibils tsop bidi da fen.

Nkun Nako na ka dzon) ba Bundabene, 1o ndzi Bundabene
no ji gwigwi Badzumbu wi. Ba nchits yi nga Mbor) I)ganti
Badzumbu na me Bundabene dzsbudas. Sha ya tsu yi Badzumbu,
bo kitsisa yi lo Bory. Lo Nako le gbondi, Mbotsu dis kiti ki
bupkuna.

57



Exercise 4 Excerise 7

Read the following story. Translate the underlined Kemedzung Read the story and answer the questions that follow.

words into English in the spaces provided below. Bun na budenfi bu kin Io

Nda yi man moany?

Nyon wa wu sandi kin. Binchimbili bia sa ji yo2. Yo dze
Wa na se Is wa da mar, we gbe biban mbaafie. Wo kimo, she fumboo. Kip na kisambo.

bombia ba ds li, ba da fotar) kiso bin. Yi bo li wa foso kisd ntin.

. g . . . Bombi/Questions
Kiso ka ji mfiin. Wo di bani ba ba chito wa ba ntsd ya. Kiji wa
non bintsun fumboo. Ba tsd 1i wa foso fo wu kisd 1o bin ba ga 1. So sandi yan kip ya?
ngoy kiso ka ntir) kitso ba ki wo dioor disory) wo kwiti mon ma 2. Binchimbili bia so bime?
wa gali kponsi ntin. Wo ga fotar) ba fo boso s3. Mar ma bo li, wa 3. Yi wu ki ya I na la?

foso no fatar ba ga mods. Mo bandi kiji goo wa kwi ba ga fiu
ntif). Chinchi bs dali may.
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Lesson Ten: New Letter - Kp kp 4. diosay ‘correct’
The consonant “kp” is one of the letters in Kemedzung that is S. g ‘red’
not found in the English alphabet. The two letters “k” and “p” 6. tii ‘black’
come together to represent a single sound in Kemedzung. They 7. mbee ‘address to the chief’
function as one letter and are considered as one consonant. 8. boo ‘white’
9. mbaag? ‘should I close?’

10. wa f20?  ‘have you reached?’

Exercise 3

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,
using the correct long or short vowels.

l.nts__ 1 ‘clean’
2.f ‘weak’
kpansi ‘woman’ 3. mb___fie ‘twenty’
Exercise 1 4.d__ ‘place’
Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note 50810 water
the difference between the sounds “kp” and “k.” 6.b____ ‘white’
kp K 7.kt tree
8.ts__ s ‘small’
kponsi pot kinse ‘love 9. gb_ fumb__ ‘ninety’ "
kpo ‘money’ ko ‘farm’ 10. k___ ‘farm’ A@B— 7 ,“f';’- Rz
kpoy ‘ridge’ kog  ‘ridges’ 11.f ‘ant’
kpay ‘finger’ kag  ‘fingers’ 12.npg__ ‘should I open?’
Exercise 2 13.d___ ‘flour’
Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “kp.” 14.t_ ‘black’
1. kpip firewood (one) 5. kpandi red fe:elther 5.k y_ ‘Yazy
2. kpo ‘death’ 6. kpense ‘my wife’
3. kpansi ‘woman’ 7. kponsu ‘lower leg’
4. kpondd ‘elbow’ 8. kpese ‘fellow wife’
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Lesson Sixteen: Long Vowels

aa, ee, 99, g¢, ii, ii, uu, 0o, 22

By long vowels, we mean those whose sound is longer than that
of normal vowels. Doubling a vowel in a Kemedzung word has
the effect of lengthening the vowel, or making it to be
pronounced longer than if it were a single vowel. For this reason
we call them long vowels. This is unlike English where the
doubling of the same vowel will change its sound.

Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right and
note the difference between the short and long vowel sounds.

short vowels long vowels

ta ‘my father’ taa ‘stones’

mbe  ‘chief mbee ‘response to chief’
ggu  ‘gong’ gguu ‘should I open?’
gbo  ‘bush fowl’” ngbos ‘should I break?’
mfing ‘magic’ mfiig ‘round’

bo ‘bird’ boo  ‘white’

20) ‘worms’ g»  ‘red’

ye ‘snake’ kiyee ‘lazy’

Exercise 2

Read the following words aloud, taking note of the long vowel

sounds.

1. wa baa? ‘have you come?’
2. gbifumboo ‘ninety’

3.t ‘full’
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Exercise 3

Fill in the blank spaces with the correct word from the list of
Kemedzung words. (kpansi, kpar, kpense, kpansi, kpo,
kp?a)

1. ninti wa ba ji.

2. Min sa ngbe wer).

3. Kpansi to ngong ntin.
4. Min ntan bigwati ba

5. wa tsor).

Exercise 4

Translate the following English sentences into Kemedzung.

1. There is a pot on the fire.

2. We marry a wife with money.

3. A woman is drinking water.

4. My wife is sick.

5. Help me to work a ridge.

Exercise 5
Read the story below and answer the questions that follow.
Budanfi
Tsa yido no ji kikuls ji busha buntar bs kifi. Budo kikulo
fe kpa no kifi li, ji ko kigke kpa wa 1o yo sombu. Kps wa na tsa
kitso. Kifi kifu ba bulo, ba kwe kikuls fa gbi. Kikulo nende 15 ji
wa yo sombu kpa wa.

Butsu kikuls to bo kpansi 1o tsa yi kifi ba yo dze yo ba

fiche to wuhu ba kigweke di yo bin) no nasi wu buna Ia. Kikuls to
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you 1o kifi ba li. Yo chanye ba yo bubisa.

Kpansi kikuls na fo chi nomo na to die ba yo. Kifi no Io ba
dze ta wuhu wu buna ls wa ba tofu wu dzs budas.

Kikula dza wa ba ba tsog, bi ba kpansi 1o we na di la?
Kpansi kikuls to 1o kifi tofu ta wuhu wu gwine buna. Kikuls to ba
kifi 1o gar) ba ba nasi wu maku wemi 19, nto sombu wa kpa woho.
Kifi f5 ba kichinchi sha yo nogko ta wa.

Batun nder kifi bambi ka ks pog kaha ta wa.

Bombi/Questions

1. Kikuls na fe kpa na yani?

2. Budanfi bur) bu na ba yans ba yan?

3. Kpansi wa na wu yan?

4. Kikuls na sombu kpa wa?
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Exercise 5

Copy the following Kemedzung sentences in the spaces provided,
changing each of the underlined words into its plural form.

1. Shola wa bo she yi tagse.

Ba IJgayi na ji ba tson yibar.

Nyange wa ba bi miugkpar).

2
3. Da wa bo nyen mbar) ntin.
4
5

Ba mi dzowa ya!

Exercise 6
Read the following conversation. Read it a second time,
underlining plural words where the only difference between
their singular and plural forms is tone.
Nyagge: Ta na ji ba sha.

Nchotu: Ta na ji ti ba shd tie.
Nyagge: Ta na ji ti ba bi.

Nchotu: Ta na ji ti ba bi tie.

Nyangge: Yo to o ngon, ntans bi ya.
Nchotu: Bo so to ti 1o ntarye bi fie.
Nyange: Ta na ji bo bia.

Nchotu: Ta na ji ti ba bia fie.

Nyapgge: Yo to lo nnyip shs ya.
Nchotu: Bo to ti 1o nnyin sh3 fie.
Nyangge: Ki ji 1o ba ya bi ba biog?
Nchotu: Wa na kili Is ko na yaki bagy ba biar.

53



Exercise 3 Lesson Eleven: New Letter — Gb gb

Give the plural forms of the following words in the spaces The consonant “gb” is one of the letters in Kemedzung that is

provided. not found in the English alphabet. The two letters “g” and “b”

1. tson ‘house’ come together to represent a single sound in Kemedzung. They
function as one letter and are considered as one consonant.

2. yimbi ‘song’

3. dzo ‘hill’

4. bid ‘stream’

5. bia ‘dog’

Exercise 4

Match the following Kemedzung words with the correct English '
bagbogbo ‘groundnuts’

meanings.
1. bi Exercise 1

. biag a. pepper
9 b, bal Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note

- unstnst - palmnuts the difference between the sounds “gb” and “g.”
3. biti i

iti c. lies gb g
4. ntd d. books gba ‘ceiling’ ga ‘put’
5. die e. cassava gbene my inlaw 890 80
gbondi ‘travel’ gi ‘eggs’

6. bigpwati f. trees gbo ‘bush fowl’ gulu ‘chest’
7. baloka g. loads gbi ‘rope’ gwin ‘spear’
8. tsandi h. frogs
9. biako i. rats
10. babiaka j. monkeys
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Exercise 2

Match the following Kemedzung words with the correct English
meanings.

1. gbibusi a. his inlaw

2. gbay b. barren woman
3. gbini c. groundnut

4. gbogbo d. sixty

5. gbombu e. seventy

6. gha f. root

7. gbifumba g. bush fowl

8. gbo h. ceiling
Exercise 3

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,
using either “gb” or “g.”

1. a ‘ceiling’

2. _0_o0 ‘groundnut’
3._9 ‘termite’

4, ife ‘two hundred’
5. _ o ‘leg’

6. __ifumboo ‘ninety’

7. il ‘fool’

8._2 ‘red’
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gbo ‘foot’ go ‘feet’
kpin  ‘firewood (one)’ kip ‘firewood’

fipgu ‘umbrella’ mungu  ‘umbrellas’

The Kemedzung language has one group of nouns that
shows the difference between singular and plural simply by the
tone or pitch of the words. So, the spelling is the same in the
singular and in the plural.

In order to show the difference in the words on paper, we
will mark the plural form with a diacritic that slants upward *”
above the first vowel in the word, as you can see from the key
words and exercises that follow.

‘fowls’

Exercise 2

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note
the difference in sound between the singular and the plural.

singular plural

tson  ‘house’ tsdn ‘houses’

bi ‘goat’ bi ‘goats’

biosu ‘fish’ biasu ‘fish’

ship  ‘sheep’ shin ‘sheep’

dzowa ‘mushroom’ dzéwa  ‘mushrooms’
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Lesson Fifteen: Tone on Singular and Plural Nouns

In English, the difference between one noun/thing (singular) and
more than one (plural) is shown in a few different ways. Most of
the time an ‘s’ is added.

Example: ‘road’ becomes ‘roads.’
Sometimes an ‘es’ is added.
Example: ‘box’ becomes ‘boxes.’

And there are a few words that show the difference in other
ways.

Example: ‘mouse’ becomes ‘mice.’

In the Kemedzung language, we also have a number of
ways of showing the difference between singular and plural.

As you read through the list in exercise 1, you will also
be able to think of many other words that show the difference in
the same way as the words given. Each word is an example of a
group of words that show the difference in the same way.

Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note
the differences between the singular and plural forms.

singular plural

kikpa  ‘shoe’ bikpa ‘shoes’

tasa ‘pan’ batasa ‘pans’

lekpe ‘potato’ balekpe ‘potatoes’
nar ‘cow’ bonar) ‘cows’
finyinyi ‘bird’ munyinyi  ‘birds’

fiso ‘knife’ munsd ‘knives’
seme ‘palm tree’ ser) ‘palm trees’
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Exercise 4

Translate the following English sentences into Kemedzung.

1. I caught a bush fowl.

2. Thave corn in my ceiling.
3. I'made a journey.

4. Where are my groundnuts?
5. My in-law is sick.

Exercise 5

Read the following Kemedzung proverbs and translate them into
English. Write the meaning on the second line.

Bongan/Proverbs

1. Gba wuya na gba wu dzana.

2. Gi gbi na shd gbi ka.

Exercise 6
Fill in the blanks with the correct word. Choose from the two
Kemedzung words at the end of each sentence.

1. Giyi 13 na ji fi) tsig na yi sha 1o li. (go, gba)
2. yayi foto na bikpo ntin. (g9, gba)
3. Na ntag kpansi na li. (gbene, gili)
4. Min ga bandzulu bay . (gba, ga)
5. Na nji ba shd . (gibusi, gbibusi)
6. Min tag . (gili, gbo)
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Exercise 7

In the space provided, write a short story in Kemdzung about Exercise 6
groundnuts (bagbogbo). Use the first line for the title of your

i Learn the following song and sing it with your family.
story. Your teacher will correct your work.

Nu na mi Ny wohd, ko dze bany> bagkps 1o wo ga wo
nafis. Nu na mi Ny> woho.

Nya Ko dze banyo bankps lo woa ga wa nofio.
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Exercise 3

Translate the following English words into Kemedzung.

1. bee 4. give
2. birds 5. man
3. God 6. fear
Exercise 4

Fill in the blank spaces with the correct word from the list of

Kemedzung words. (nyin, nya, nyen, nyupwa, minyi)
1. mi kingwati ka.

2. Kibap kip na ji ba

3. Gbo weq na ji ba mintir).
4. Da yi nag ya!

5. na kwete mi kijuwa ntir.
Exercise 5

Translate the following English sentences into Kemedzung.

1. The bee has honey.

2. Give me that fish.

3. Give me that cow meat.

4. Let us thank God.
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Lesson Twelve: New Letter - Ts ts

The consonant “ts” is one of the letters in Kemedzung that is not
found in the English alphabet. The two letters “t”and “s” come
together to represent a single sound in Kemedzung. They
function as one letter and are considered as one consonant.

tsandi ‘monkey’
Exercise 1

Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note
the difference between the sounds “ts” and “s.”

ts s

tson ‘house’ So1) ‘pride’

tsandi ‘monkey’ saha ‘there’

tsiye ‘show’ sombu ‘pay’
Exercise 2

Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “ts.”

1. tsd ‘palm kernel’
2. tsotsd ‘butterfly’

3. tsambo ‘spring’

4. tsd ‘devil’

5. tsa ‘time’
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Exercise 3 Lesson Fourrteen: New Letter — Ny ny

Fill the blank spaces in the Kemedzung words with the missing The consonant “ny” is one of the letters in Kemedzung that is

letter(s) using either “ts” or “s. not found in the English alphabet. The two letters “n” and “y”
come together to represent a single sound in Kemedzung. They

1. ‘h ’ . .
—0 ouse function as one letter and are considered as one consonant.
2. in ‘palm trees’
___eye ‘show’
4. _ en ‘here’
5.  imi ‘locusts’
nyun ‘bee’
6. andi ‘monkey’ yun
7. ___ombwa ‘donkey’ Exercise 1
8. isi ‘greet’ " Read the following pairs of words aloud from left to right. Note
the difference between the sounds “ny” and “n.”
Exercise 4 ny n
Translate the following English words into Kemedzung. nyu)  ‘bee’ ndy - ‘search’
1 late ny%l give na 1s.
9. once nyi leaf’ ne pinch
3. challenge Exercise 2
4. few -
5. rafia seed Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “ny.”
6. palm kernel 1. tsonyo ‘before’
7. rat mole 2. nyima ‘blind’
3. kinya ‘gift’
4. nyey ‘meat’
5. Ny> ‘God’
6. nyen ‘my husband’
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Exercise 5

Fill in the blanks with the correct word from the list of

Kemedzung words. (dzon, dzéwa, Badzumbu, dzon, sholuto,

tsandi)

1. na ji finyinyi fibay .

2. Dkug wu na Jebo Jay.

3. yi tsu wu biko o woya mi.

4. na dii bandzulu bako.

5. Boni na ba bo kpas ntin kiyen.

6. Ba Lenyo ba Kiser so ba y22 y22 di mo.
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Exercies 5

Translate the following English sentences into Kemedzung.

—

It is good to go to the house of God on time.

2. God does not like jujus.

3. Remind me of that song.

4. It is not too late to be educated.

Exercise 6

Fill in the blank with “ts” or “s” to complete the proverb below.
Then translate it into English and write out its meaning on the
second line.

gan/Proverb

___andi tetiee bo mbendi kiti.
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Lesson Thirteen: New Letter — Dz dz

The consonant “dz” is one of the letters in Kemedzung that
is not found in the English alphabet. The two letters “d”
and “z” come together to represent a single sound in

Kemedzung. They function as one letter and are considered

QAR

dzowa ‘mushroom’

as one consonant.

Exercise 1

Read the following groups of contrasting words aloud from left
to right. Note the contrast between the sounds “dz”, “ts”, and
“Sh”,

dz ts sh

dzowa ‘mushroom’ tsa ‘time’ sha ‘gizzard’
dzin  ‘disease’ tsi ‘dirt on top of stream’ shin ‘sheep’
dzon  ‘hunger’ tson ‘house’ shoy ‘news’
Exercise 2

Read the following words aloud, taking note of the sound “dz”.

1. dzig ‘sickness’
2. dzowa ‘mushrrom’
3. dzag ‘rain’

4. ndzoy ‘cricket’

5. ndzulu ‘corn (one)’
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Exercise 3

Match the following Kemedzung words with the correct English

meanings.

1. tsoy a. ‘lice’

2. dzowa b. ‘antelope’

3. dzésd c. ‘house’

4. ndzémbie d. ‘elephant grass’
5. dzombu e. ‘mushroom’

6. tsd f. ‘take’

7. ndzoy g. ‘plantains’

8. dze h. ‘palm kernel’
Exercise 4

Fill in the missing letter(s) in the following Kemedzung words,

using either “dz”, “ts”, and “sh”.

1. __ 6wanaji bubu.
2.Dibwdhonatidi___ alsla?.
3. ___an na ba ba ngon.

4. Shidza gbe n___embie na kinchina wi.
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