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_ The territory of the Chol Indiens,who nurber an roximately
:3.;,«'5i40,is divided between vhites or resiti os snd Ch.ls,and the

history of the area is lavgslv a story of the confl .ctes of the
two srours. There are extensive cofiee "flueas’ and smaller
“ranchos” as well as a few estile ranches. &he Chols are found
on ijildos , dencherias, on thelr own land and in wueblos, ‘The
line where t-e mountnins of Chlaras dron mREximkn almorst abruntly
into the ”‘1a1n of Tobasco marks the northern boindary of Chol
co.,mtry. Yajaldn is the southsrmmost town where Chols ar- to be
foun Un the wect the ar-a is bounded by ¥rim Sabanilla and
Agaas bﬂl entes, Yo tho east the Chols have Been moving lub
the Baxecén snd dun Juan slerras snd a few are to be found as Lar
as the ralencue ares.

i

...'-*"1c.=:=. gnc :2ril arethe hot and dry months of the year. It is
tims thoet fevors are most gencrally rrevalent. rom Hay

*LL, 1g ¢t the ton cretares are moderdated by the Summer showers thet
cone eaeh afternoon. &nril and Hay is the nlanting season for the
Choals exeert in the La Prin’dad and Salte areas where they may ‘
cave as many as three crops a year. Begin ing in August asnd cxcervdjk.\
tlmc agh Jaruarv the rains are almost irncessant and the teamporatures
considerably lower. The coldest nmonths sre Decerber and January.

Cur coldest norining during the 194¢-47 scason at LHidalgo was 47 i
degraes Fahrerhelt early In February. buring January tihc thermoneter
fell_ﬁt s1ght te about 80 degrecs and rose on suuny days te 8U,

he Chols ure no unlite other primitive ecwnlies in thelr love:
for nersoral indenendenee and gemine liberty. They vrefer working
thetr own rocky and nwreciwitous mil-as to goinful vork on runchcs of
ladipns or forcirmers even when they lmow the latter will cive tnem,
a larger cash income. #notiocr noteworthy element in hol 1life is
the social tie that binds men to man without destroying individual
libsrty. iinch mun respects the independence of thse other and yetb
there 1s a comuion bond thot lies at the foundaiicn of tielr living
gomxungk on and worlking land which is sld in comon. Un ihe ots_er
hand they have »ract cally no notion whatever of the idea of "state"
or of the neecsssity for an orgsnized authority, his is scen in
the Sbsenee from their veesbuiary of words for “law', Bordsr”,
"qjustice',"society", "state", "govermment"”, etc.

2% of the indian villages wer« bullt without any an arent
order, uuts are ofteon bullt ar close as two or thres fset awart.
In other loeations huts ave m,del}; disnerued with gracsy ~loits ov
trecs and buches betwexn, A fow villages i"ol" ow the Snunish
nattern- the centrally located nlaza v'itﬂ the cab ldo and school
house at one end and strests running from each ride of the ulara.
Some of Lo towns enrry Snanisch names while other arce lmowby
Indian nanioSe .

A& pumber of Indians live on ranch lands, heving ¢
work for the xowners a sti=mlated number of- davys ~ach
nrevailing wam: ra %'es. in some easss thovy rmst worl &
days ner weeil, Qther indiagns 1lvs on land they mave j :
rarnch owners undsr a _abor con ract -rovidins that they Worik for ¥
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the ranch a certain number of days scc: yhar unt’l the contract is |
exceuted. By far the majority of Indlans, however, live in vil'urag
whici: are elther pueblos, ejldos or ranchorias, :hos” living on :
ejidos divide up the land among themselves for the making of mil)aSJ

Town In the ty-ieal village of nidalgo the bwon officers are: the !

off'icersresidente, tesorero, konerol, alcalde {of which there are 4, and i
tie gueo. ine judge handles only :inor offenses and éi.,wtes,
referring nore serious netters to the ~residente of Tumbald. Iach |
officer helds office for a year and chooscs his successor for the |
coming gour. Therc are also six "wasiles" each veur. Two serve
the toun's "agente" for a week in a cstreteh, each wasil serving
one week out of thres turoighout the year., osvery towmsman is
expected Lo serve two yeors as wasll during hils iile-tiue. Their
princival duties include carrying wood and water for the agente, |
“revering his wnilps and the delivering of messages.

Tovm The older uf wnen of the town sre cal e "noxix", old. Two of

elders them, awparently‘by self-ap ointment, have the res onsibility of
finding & house to srovide a nig and licuor, and also of anpointing
ammually & mctoma" whos: duty it is to eare for the chwurch, Lthe
heuse nreoviding the »lg and the liguor entertains the men of the
village in & Piusta occas’on,

Church *he "motona'" serves without comvensation, koo ing the churek: !
warden in order, onening up for ficstas and contrl *uin" &t 1iis owm cxponsd
as ifollcws:
Metiv santo"-buvs bansnss for all —artici-ants in the Go & Erida#
fiesta.
"paxku"— buys atole, "-ats'’ {(tortiilss with beans) and chayo te.v
ie fasts for o e weelr nrior to his Inducit.on into office in larch. !

Local The tuwms in the Chol area faull under the jurisdicti-n of smx
govt. one of three prsidenciss: Salto, Tumbzld and Yajaldn. Sach presi-

dencia has & rorresentative in Tuxbla. Althoush: the constitution xmeowks

srovides for the -~opular vote and gucrantees thn indian a vote, the
renresentative wheo actually wins an elsciion iz one who is "an roved“
by the Governor of the state,

hyslcal characteristics-
ihe average Indian is short of statuvre and ic of

# slight build,

Ils skin is dark and his hair blaek. Onlw a few of the older men have
- - ]
veards, Some have ear-icbhes 2:.:d othe v2 the “erinminal ear’

d

JAps are 1
Altiough the coler of &ir is uniformly bl‘ &, Indians have been
scenn with copper~colorsd and with brow:ish hair.., lany infants
but iar from all, ars vora with the lMongelian mark.

ilscases Ylalarig, rhoumatie fever, intestinal rarasites, ucart lrreg-
ularitics, swollen legs, infecied ears and skin snd bad blond ovident
in 1log cores are the move cow .on maladies, Casas of s ~hills have
been renorted.

Haterial culture
Firs Lach Mt has one or two wood firss on the e rthen floor. 'The
sucke escames either through an o en,uL at the tos o the wall or
LMEOU&L tLe orening in she veak of the rocf. It is the work of the
me.: o cut Gowr: trees uitﬂ a macrebe or axe during the winter uonths,
usuaily on the olot to be - lanted to corn in the next seuson. Vomen
and czildéren helw in carryiug on their backs the 4 ft. nieces of

iil, but not as nronouncsed as neprro bty o8, Baldness is v&re.



1‘@'\&)‘_}&3 S b e waaw Wit LLIDLI @OPRIIelds el d
A.o'i, neoded For Tuel is burned on the s rot. Lb is the work of te

joen bto cturt tr., fire early in the morning, wit a match, a bray
frm"z a noelf :

; rely by mushing the sticks to .L.»‘e;r
which are lving »e bobwesu stones that sup ort thelr
coolring npota, ’

2N

The cbanles in vhe Chol dled nvs
coifee :nd vald. Corn 1o comonly ron
cakes called "wal' or tortlllas and “ﬂa
wmade of water and ground, coclicd cormn.

supulenent the dlet in ssason, but v

Live growm

T 0L CoTH

_..S a (11’" 1’
aon fouds wnld

LG ur@ no‘* aaged by all

a jlun carote sueot potatoos
ajtso! pavoe turkey
buklchhua soad - £ calabasa

corn sround fine and voasted

nUEerco hog
chay rescado fish
entun calabaza sqash

icht chile thile

jatas vlataos baranas ‘
juk? queauente 8 root .
koyya! tomato “tematoe .
royvo! ag i ooate avocado
malon 1oras blackberrics
rmat nollo chiclken

chayotve chavyote

~gnela AN Drowm SuTa

caracol sueils

cafia sugir cune

seta mashrooms
turut nevos esss
tst'ijn yuecca a root
wa jtan corn on cob
wakax vaca veel
Rolust jo toy ot leuks

¢ l\i he he

xa! bu.s
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togs e hog 1s cerhans the most im-~ortant ani.«al in the “hol
ceonomy. It is slmost their sole source of meat. Allowsd to run
losse mwnxm in the viliages, the hogs cerv: as och,ngoﬂs, since

there ;re 10 sanLtaﬂy Tacilitles, One of the wonen's t:sits is to
feed siwelled corn to the hogs. In mest eises tils . is uono wiciin
the hut so othat neighbor's »igs don't set any o the corn. ‘Tnen
tha h\&n are siaug

rered all the ment is eaten wighin a éayv or iwc

by © 211y end friends snd lard is rendered and soid for roudy
Cu8he.
Dogs Lext in Im crbance dop. dlwmost every hut h s two or

NPeC WHRMMIT that are
wonld talx

vateh=-do s
chlekeng, tu lrers or los.

irst thlevoes whoe

Cliiclteiis Tre fow
satern: since
delicaey the

ens lay are v anlly s0ld rather than
igh com svred Lo lsbor. Chicken is a
8 often as wogzible,

lurkeys 7s oY ralved for neat, &Glmoct every i amlily ©has some of
these fowl &s we -1 as chickens ucks may be scen cccasbunally,
but they ore not comuonly ralsed.

Cats llo cats have been secn in tho village ov :idaligo. 1f there
vere aiy bhey wo 1ld undoubtesly be shert-lived creatures becanse
of the numerous dogs.

lousing louwes are built of / 1 bamboc 0l s w'as+<'ed with uudﬁ,
or of split logs laced u.vrighit on the ground and tied to “orizontal
supports. The roofs src thatehed with zacate, alm O COoYi lOUVeU.,. |
ihe comgponent part. of a mud hut are as follows:

otot ‘fLiouse
titotot door
oy, Jorion verticul corner wet
i xujk' coraer
lultul  bheaas resting on oy
i natal beams of eailinﬂ at angles and resting on kulml
chumbe u~right stallss in walle tled to 1 na'al and o:rve for
fastening oi bamboe noles in wal' s
Xiral lengt wiso besns of eelling
Building .roccdure:
1. Drive in 4 co mner posts
Le Lay Pu;ldl the length o? the 0183,
Se Lay 2 xinal tho vidth ol tho housc.
4. Lay i1 k'iyote'el narallel to the Ximel.
5., Lo 2 na'al sarallel bo the lukiil.
Oo Lay i na'al ‘arallel to the xinal.
7. Crive in chunmte and fasten to i na'al
8. Ar:range $ nuchil - o a2t each end of ho:ise to supnort ifjol
g, i.sten sakite'el in diagonal vposition to ijol above and
na'al below.
Jress i be unbleached mislin is vurchassd in Mexic-n towms by

the men when they go on a "paxeyal®, :asejo. From this m:terial

the women sow ;x.s.ntalons (‘fv};—'&l}, the trouser legs of which arc
worn roiied to the knees Dy most indian men. Long-sleeves shirts
(bujtilwhich butson in i‘ront are maae/‘a_ “ter the -atter of tailored
Hexicen shirts, j& P
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for women
Skirts (majts) are sewn from blue denim, sometimes with embroi

Blogges, with embroidered borders are sevm from white, unbleached
wmas Ne

Girls wear dresses (bujkal), the same as a man's shirt, made o
mslin, or another inexpensive material. Skirts of women and girlsg
come below the knees. Skirts are also used in bathing, for bathing
suits wo:ld be considered i1 :0dest,.

u

Boys wear muslin dressggﬁéaégl they are about 10 years old
when they wear pantzloons and shirts as men. None of the Indians
wear underclothing excent a few men who are occasionally seen with
undershirts.

Some of the “:ols have cafetales which they either scauired
through the distributi-n of ex-ronrizted ~lantati-n nronerties or
by rlanting themselves, Those few Indians gwho ar-d so fortufblte
in having cafetalss in addition to their milpas have an annual cash
income from the sale ol coff'ee which glves them a degree of inde-
pendence. The najority of Indlans, however, must de—end unon the
sta~le foods grownm by themselves. When in need of cash to purchas
cloth, machetes, flles, gs8lt or otier simple household needs they j
mst elther sell corn, beans or eggs, or work by the day on ranchesg
or in one of the Hexican towns. Ths avsrsge cofiece grower operated
a store in conmnection with his ranch where he sells to the Indians'
on credit, binding them to work back to nay of{ their debts. The ;
money in use is the Mexican currency. |

Existing mountain tralls are not passable by wheeled vehiclesf

Transnortation botween Mexican towms is by horss and mle. Alr

service links Yajsldén with Tuxtla and with Salto and Villa Hermosa|
Private operators have been flying coffeec and hogs to Salto and
Las Casas for about the same cost as overland tmansuortation., Ve
have not movn any Irdign in Hid:lgo, a viliage of some 700 inhabiy
tants, to own a mule. They carry all their firewood and crons on
their backs, and »lant corn on mountain sides which could not be
worked by animals.

Birth

ere is no ap—arent separation of the mother from the society of
other Indians either before or after the birth of the chiad, It is
believed thet a woman who is with child can csuse the sickness (yaj
of bsbies. The sameé harmful influence is attrivuted to the husbang
of a wregnent woman. - Mothers countinue their work shellilng and grii
corn and making tortillas up until the time the child is born.
Afterwards they lie down on thelr beds of planks for a few days
before resuming their duties. It is believed some meat will not
cook properly if a nregnant woman looks at it,.

A special class of women werform the functions of midwifery, |
Tthere 1s no fee charped, but it is expected tunt sometime after thi
birth of the child the fanily of the child will invite to their la
the midwife and her family for a drini'ing narty. ;

The umbilical cord 1s cut as iong as possible and tied in a
ball on the baby's stomach until it dries up and falls off. It is
believed thut to cut the cord short whould rob the baby of its i
strength. i
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For privecy a section of the hut is sereened off with a blanke
for the mother. However, it apnears that individuals of all ages
have witnsssed births., Strangers are not uermitted to see babi-s
since it is belieoved thut an evil eye might bring sickness u~on the
infant.

When the baby is old enough to be taken out, the mother frees
her hand for work by entrusting it to an older sister who is vory-e
often no more than & or & years of age. 7Thse sister carries the
baby on her hio or in a sling on the back unt:l it is 0ld enough
to wallz, They fear thuat the baby will fall a orey to an evil splri
if it is left alone or falls to the ground. Although they fear
falling on the ground they have no fear of dirt in thelr food or
on treir persons. uating dirt is a vice of many children. The age
at wirich weaning takes place varies widely. Sore children are stil
marsing at two years of 2 ge. Posol is given as soon as the mother
does not have esnough milk for the child,

Since the births of Indians began to be registered, -they have
been taking Mexican namss. 4nd they are acquainted with sofow that
often names are du-slicated within a family. Thers is no special
significance attached to names aside from th: relaticonships estab-
lished when a child is named for another person. For a discussion
of this piease see the article on kinship tarms. ‘

The wlay period of the average child 1s short. Ten year old !
boys accom:any their older brothers to the fiel's to do their bit, |
Z¥en at that age they learn to carry small loads on their backs, |
protecting thelr backs :1ith a plece of skin as their fathers do. |
A wooden cross measuring about 5 or 4 iaches b 10 ¢r 12 inch
is made for every new boru babe in the village of Hidalro. This |
practice is not observed in all villages. Ilidalgo midwives 1nitia$
the wractice 1ln recent yeiurs as the belief grew thut possession ofi
the cross for the child anieases spirits wio might othevwise cause
the ¢hild to cry much during the first six months of its life or €
bring on illnesses. If the child dies the ecross is put in the
grave with ths body. It is explalnsd that there is no further use
for the eross and they might just as well bury it with the body.

If a mother diss leaving children (meba 2lal), her nother or
ter sister, if there are any, willl talke care of the bereft childrel
if the grandmother is not 1l ving the children are thrown unon the
mercics of the neighbors. If none take them in, they die, The fa
that the indians have no special name for ch’ldren wio have lost
a father or father and mother, oti:er than meba alal for those with
a mother indicates that they regard the father af to be of little
importance in the raising of children apart from the making of con
fields.

Because pavents do not trust the lexicin school-t:achers who |
generally are young, ummarried men, fow of them send their girls 4
school. Boys older than 12 are seldom seen in school unless in
evening cla: ses conducted by some of the tead:ers for adults. ;
Older boys are needed in the fiaglds, HMany have been taught that ¢
spend rmach time in school yenders one unfit for a life of labor. |
Toachin  in the shools isd lmost entirel:; limited to the Snanish
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alphabet and the Spanish numerals. The school teachers, who use
Apanish in classes almost exclusively, know every 1littls of the
idiom. On the other hand, the ctudents know but very little
Spanish. After two or three years in school, having lea ned little
more than the Spanlsh al-habet and a few numbsers, the boys leave
school to work in the milwas.

arriage Courtshin as we lmow it has not besn obsarved among the Indianf.
VWhen a boy gets to be 15 or 16 years of age and works in the milras
as a man, ne begins to think about starting a fanily of his own.
Seeling a girl that he likes, he nsks his father if he would ask the
fsther of the girl for his daughter. The boy doesynot speek to the
girl first. The fathers, or the res-ective narents, then arrange
the terms of the vroposed marrlage. The boy mact pay cash, merchans
dicge, liquor or labor %o the parents of the girl he wishes to marry
Sometimes no more is reguired of the boy than to furnish »an or
dulces with gaciossz for the mavriage festivities. Xwmyx The narvents
of the girl may ask the boy to live with them in their houss for two
yoars after marriage to work for thewm.

%hile monogsny is the general rile, cases of pol-gamy are
frecuent. In such instacces the wives may Tive in the e hat.
n irfterms of

Unly a fow Indians marsy legally zs the fees are hig

the ab.lity of the indians to »ay. Yhe majori.y of msrrisd couples
are tied by no other bend then the comwon sanchi 8 oi the com wunity
which recognizes tne marriage state,

Desth Burials are made the scme day denth ocecurs, or no later than |
the second day, to conform with Mexican law which remiires interment
within 24 hours. +hs best clothes the narson hnid, or new ones, ave;
u:t on the body and it is covered with a frash shest of mante., :

The hesd is wren-ed, leoving the face 2xnosed. The honds ere lald !

acrogs the chewt, Fam lies tnt can ~fford it vurchase & simnle

yooden box for a coffin., Friends and neighbors of the dsceasad

Futier at the house bei'ore the boedy 1ls taken awav, bringing candles

o burn at the ..cad ot the body or mash or gifts of cash with which:

to -ur-hase candles or llquor. Liuwr is passed aron@d and ganeral

confusion Yollows, with wrofessional wa.ling xrd,the jubboring of

these unde:: the influence oi' lim or and the laughiing of children,

¥en f rom the neirchborhood dig the grave to a denth,§9 six or seven

fect, making & shelf at the bottom in the north wsll of the éast-

west grave. 'he body is carried to the site at the hes: of a vprocegsion

while the school bell tolls. %The body is lowsred with rores and

1aid on the shelf with its head to the west. OCnndles are vlaced in|

the grave beside t-e body togethisr with o wmoral, several tsimas and

bits of salt., Then the entrance to the shelf is walled un with

planks ov woles snd rmud so thut earth cannot f£ill in on the body.

Ususlly the syes of the dead are closed, althongh I did ses ax

7 montis old baby bueisd with ite sves o en. Vhen a body is not

buried until tie second day, the family and friends sit un around

th= bedy through the night mrkkk, 7 ron ing off one by one from shecy

exhaustivn from the driniking and wiiling. “*he drinking =nd walllng
may contirme aofter the burial for one or two weeks.

~

&

The wractice dsscribed above of burving certain obiecets with the
body was observed in Hidalge. In La Cusva all the clothss of tThe
deceised ape buried with thae body. This seems to serve no other x
purpose than a sanitery ore since ilinese usially w»recedes dsath.

|

La Cueva peonle do not bury obiscts with thelr dea:d.
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Religion,
Every man, and eviry animal, has a spirit, called "ch'ujlel".

Animism

A few of the Indiens have inexpensive banjos, ukes, or harmonicas.,
there is almost no singing. A kind of chant is used by mourners a
funerals who contimue it for some days. As often as no: the chant
acccmranies a dance. No¢ dance or chant other than that used for
mourning has been observed. Indian boys did not whistle before the
heard us whistle. Those who have Instruments often used them at
their fire sldes in the evening hours.

The only art work observed is ermbroidery on women's blouses.
A few of the women embroider their skirts as well. As for the men,
that ty»e of work which most nearly an-roaches art is reslly a
skill- that is, the making of string (chij) from the maguey »lant
wihich 1s also called chij.

There are also spirits in the world, "panimil", called "xiba¥. By
"in the world" the Indians include the alr, caves, the ground and
certain objects. <+he origin ~f these s~irits is not ex-lained. It
is simply belleved that "they always are". <The powers ascribed to
smirits indicate nersonality, for they move about freely at will,
may attach themselves o an objceet or -erson and may do elther good
or bad. #¥hey do not have names.
.

The spirits are saild to be controlled by God, but may bs
entreated and called by man. Aopearances may be in a dream, or as
a ghost. An acquaintance of HomAn lMendez reported sesing a short
figure like a man's in the shadow of a wouoden cross. The figure |
danced, talked, sat down and le epdd zgainst the cross. There 1is ng
claimed to be any conncction between snirits that are in ths world
those which are in men and animals., The spirit which is in an aniq
may be Identical with one that is in a man. '"hen the animal dles, |
the man may die also. '

|

Many famllies have a cross fastened to a wall of their hut.
Believing a supirit is associzted with it, they worshi-» the object, !
entreating that they be kept from ~vil. i

Spirits do not actually enter objects, but attach themselves -
to the objects. However, they are in the ground. They may not ent
a person, but as with objects, they may attach themselves to the |
person. A man who nrofessed to have 12 snirits amneared and talkeq
as any other man. !

Spirits in the ground can be offended by digging. If a child
falls on the ground, a spirit in the ground nisht make the child |
111. The spirit may be apneased by bringing herbs to the spot
vhere the child fell,

C:iusiabe in Tumbald called a s-iritist to ask him to talk to a suin
in behelf of his mother who was 1ll. After -rotests from the s»iri
Chusiabe nersuaded hin with the oromise® of liquor and money.
Vihereunon the spiritist brousht and adorned a cross, entresting a
spirit tc come, A splrit saldthe woman would not die if a cewtain
medicine was prépared. They followed instructions, placing one end
of a niece oi bambos in the medicine and the other end to ths womaq
nose. On2 hundred bugs came out of the woman's nose and she got |
well. |
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Shortly before the plague of grassho vwers whiich devastated
Chiapas, 8 splritist urged the Indians to plant bananas and squash,
saying that God who sen:s rains to bless would punish them for thelr
sins.

Gaspar Arcos, a swiritist,'told Roman Hendez when he turned to
evangelicel Christianity that he would dle within the year, While k
tiis spiritist hated the Goq‘el, another told liomin it was a good
thing to learn the Gospel.

Special functions are not ascribed to eertain s»irits. They
do not favor either good or evil ~eonle. Their attack might be in
the form of torment, through dreams, in aickness, accident or
damage to house or crons.

~ The Hidalgo Chols do not throw egg shells away, but »ut them
on the ends of upright sticks nesr their huts, because they believe
offencded s :iri s will prevent the chickens from laying eges if the
shells are thrown away. This is not practiced in zome other Chol
villages.

La “Yueva Indians used to cut wood? or constructing their houses
only on Fridays, averring that houses built of wood cut on other
days would be nlagued with spirits. The ILa Cueva Ind:ans have
abandoned ti:is praectice within the last two -'cars.

According to information gotten in Hidalgo, there seem to be
two classes of shamans, brojos and s~iritistos It is belisved that
person: having two rings of hair on the top of the head called
suthtik are brojos. ”hey are ai“eﬂed to have the power of ﬂsaling
and again they may cause illness, *hey nay ut what as ears to be
cats! halr or lint from a fled blanket in the drinking vessel of
another nerson which causes sickness.

The soiritisto is a nerson who has the ower of invoking the
snirits, whether for good pr for bad.

The women take oractically no »art, either in the fiestas of
the catholies or in the weekly gatherings on “undays of the evangelicals,
By nature they are of a timid and reticent disnosit on when in ~ublic.
Pow glrls asttend school, ewen in williages wiich have school teachers.
Their ncn-attendance at sthool is due nartly to their parents!?
distrust of the teachers w:.o invariably are ladino men., As a conse-
quence a literate Indian woman is a rarity. In evangelical meetings
the men sit on one side of the cha~cl mdthse women on arzthmzr the
other., 1In some locat ons the men use one door of the meeting “ouse
while the women use another. There is also little social inter=
mingling between men and women In the vil sges. Yhen a number of
families cooperate In the killing of a hog or besf, the mern form one
groun while the women keen to themselves. Theyare followers and
accept as a matter of course their tasks of grinding corn and reking
tortilias, carrying wood for the fire and bearing children. They
seldom get to a llexican town or to other Indian viliages than their
owrni, On the whole, they are more superstitious than the men.
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Piestas in Febrwary titc fiesta called kaexturientu is held in Tumbsla.
Also in iumbala, naxku is observed during the 10 da. s ~receding
Baster, <he Chol paxlu is ‘robably a loan word from the Spanish
pasgchua. In this fiesta there is : dally —rocession of men, walking
v:ry slowl, from dawn to dark, baveheaded, not looklng anywhere but
2t their feet, neither smiling nor talking and carrying crocces,.
they eat but very little, but drink much liquor.

The fiesta of Higuel ocours in Hay, Terensa in October, k'in
santo (Todos Santos) in October and Guadalupe and Presentacidn in
December,

meical “he rmusical instruments in common use are:
nstruments laj te! Lambor
army reed instrument
. 1 pat ajk the shell of a turtle
cnikix a rattle



