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1. KTRIDEETION

There are approximately 120,000 speakers of the Meipa language. This
language occupies an area of about 4000 kilometers square. The people live in
the Wahgi valley of the Western Highlands Province of Papua New Guinea. They
live all around Mt. Hagen to the Baiyer River in the north, te the Nebulyer in the
south, to the mountains in the west and to the Tuman River in the east. The Melpa
language is a member of the Hagen language family.

e are located in the center of the language area in the Central dialect. We
allocated there after Al Stucky and Andy Woodland did a language survey in 1986.
Since Melpa has about S different dialects, we calculated that the Central dialect
eround Hagen town area is the one that all the other dialects can understand.

This has been confirmed to us by our checking Committee. We live in a little
hamlet about 3 miles from Hagen where the Steering Committee from the 4
different churches arranged for us to live and work out from.

Most of the Melpa people live in small hamlets scattered through out the
area, although the Lutheran church has encouraged the people to live in villages.
There are several very large villages - one has approximately 1000 people.

We as facilatators of the Melpa transiation are training translators te do
the translation of the Scriptures. ¥e also hope to train literacy workers and
teachers to teach the people to read Melpas.

We have been seconded from SIL to the Melpa Translation Assoc. Our work
is mainly to train, encourage the transiators and work with the exegesis and
checking of the Scriptures as well as editing and preparing the books for printing.

John Ruby, the Secretary of MTA from the village of Kingalrui, in the central

dialect was our main assistant for this paper.



Parentheses [ ] represents the phonetic writing,
Brackets / /represents the phonemic writing,
Underline (_}is used to symbolize dental position.
The dot ( . ) is used to symbolize velar position.
The plus ( + ) symbolizes fricativeness.

The line through ( - } is used to symbolize
voicelessness.

We are using Pike’s Phonemic/Phonetic
symbolization.
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2. 1. THE STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER CORSONANT OR

2.2.

VOWEL:

Syllabic high front and high back vocoids /i/ and /u/ are interpreted as
vowels, as they occur as the nucleus of the syllable. The non-syllabic high
front and back semi-vocoids /y/ and /w/ are interpreted as consonants as they
occur in syllable onset slots.

fowa/ [owrf] ‘dog’

/wuf fwu} ‘man’
/nduviwey [ndafl_wd ‘stick’

fya/ fya] ‘here’
/puiyo/ [p‘fi'go] "you all go¥
/yand/ [yantR] ‘come back’
/xiya/ [kiya) light'

THE STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER SEQUENCE OR UNITS:

Non-suspect clusters of two consonants may cccur word final, and medial
across syllable boundries. The voiced prenasalized obstruents /mby/, /nd/,
/9g/ have been interpreted as single units occuring word initial and between
VOwels because:

1. They never occur as a oral sound.
Z They occur in the slot of a single consonant
3. They can’t be dévided by a syllable boundry.

These prenasalized obstruents gecuring word finally are voiceless - {mp), [nt),

and [k} |

There are some suspect consonant clusters word initial [pr] and [kr] but since
there seems 10 be a very short transitional vowel between the two
consonants, we are writing it to assist reading.



Consonant clusters of (wo consunants may occur between vowels but are
divided by syliahle breaks. There is also a class of Verbs in certain aspects
which have a consonant cluster finally, and there are also pre-nasalized stop
clusters, all of which are considered as one phoneme.

Julki/ ful, kil
Jon.mbuk/ {on. mbﬁy
/mond. ru ggil/ (mond. rv. qg@]
/kui par.ka/ k¥ par. kal
/molk / {moikh]
/nond/ [nontR]
/kraipa/ [k¥¥ai. pal
/prug/ [p? fugl
fkrou/ [k3fou]
/pra pra/ [p?fa peral
/a. mbu la/ [a{ mby. 41/\]
fw. idun/ [wu. 1dug]
jamb/ famph]
/ank/ lagkh]
/a.nge/ fa. nge]

ki wd/ ki TItR]
/yand/ [yantR}
/kond/ {konth}

kind of kapule’

‘we 2 are coming’
‘you 2 had it before’
Bird of Paradise’
‘they stayed before’
'T am eating’
lightning’

‘they went’
‘unoccupied/empty’
‘wiggle'

it

‘near by west'
woman'

‘thankyou'

‘thankyou’

finger nails’
‘come back’
‘new’

Yocoid Clusters (ei), (ai), {(oi), (ui), (ou), and (&i) have been interpreted
a8 complex syllable nuclei for the following ressons:

Each of the clusters forms the nucleus of a syllable of 1 mora timing,
carrying one contrastive (either high or rising) pitch and stress occurs over the
whole cluster. Wherever sequences of vocoids occur as the nuclei of two
syllables there are two contrastive pitches. Stress falls on only one nucleus
and a semi-vowel is articulated between the vowel nuclei. Because neither
vowels of the cluster is generally more dominant than the other, either level
Of gliding tone may accur. S0 new phonemes do not need 1o be set up, as this
interpretation has been followed rather than that of setting up glided

phonemes.



/oi. enim/
/goimba/
/nde.ei/
/wotya/
fui/
/puiyo/
fuiyo/
luif
/puiyo/
/ai/
/kaimb/
fou/
/pou/

(oi.gniml
[goimbtf]
[nde . ei]
[wiiyal
fuil
{puiyol
{ufyol
¥
lp'ffgol
lai]
{kaimph]
foul

{pou}

"to leugh’
‘grasshopper’
'this wood'
"you all comel’
‘time’

"all the people’
‘you comel’
‘tail’

‘you atl gol’

‘used in
‘exclamation’
‘to be sorry for’
‘big

‘wing’

3.2. DESCRIPTION OF CONTRASTIVE FEATURES
The main contrastive features of the consanants of the Melpa language are pre-
nasalization versus non pre-nasalization and dental versus non-dental There is
contrast between obstruents, nasals, laterals, and semi vowels in these 2 main

features.
/pin/
/mbin/
/atm/
/nam/
fen/
fend/
fond/
fon/
/kak/
/ngat/
/o
/pelo/
/paiyo/

{pinl

{mbin]
(nim]}

[nam]

[£n]

{enth]

fontR]
fon]
(kaja]
3
[nga}l
IQ_L; ]
[pElo]
[DT{go

'you sleep’
‘beans’

you'

whose'

'you are doing’
'T am doing’

'T am coming’
You are coming’
Tou cook ¥
‘needle’
‘where'

Tou two gol’
‘You ali got’
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/nala/ [n'fl_al You two eatt
/niya/ [ritiyal Tou all eatl

There is also contrast between bilabial and dental, alveolar and velar. Vocing
VETSUS non-voicing 18 also significant.

/kom/ [kum] ‘ear’

/kun/ [kun) ‘straight’

/po/ [pol 'sugar cane'
/mbo/ {mbo] ‘seed’

/kan/ [kan] 'rope’

/kan/ [kan} 'you are seeing’
/ran/ [rn] food

/kun/ fkin] ‘skin’

/tun/ (tin] 'we'

ftun/ [tin] 1 am getting’
/Jol/ [ot) 'spit’

lo¥/ [oy 'stomach’
/enmin/ lenm nl 'they are doing’
fen m/ [E’Ql. m] ‘he is doing’
foka/ [okal 'sweet potato’
fola/ [o}afl ‘name of mountain’
/rond/ {FontR] "1 am hitting’
/kxond/ [onth] new’

e {ur] ‘sleep’

{uku/ fuki] ‘yesterday’
/me/ ime] ‘taro’

/nde/ [nde] ‘tree’

/ngu/ [ngul ‘teoth’

fku/ (ku] 'stone’

/kun/ [kvn] ‘straight



/qun/ [pun} 'you are giving’
/nund/ (nTnth] 'l am talking'
/nand/ [nTntR] 'T am giving’
/nund/ [nuntﬁ] ‘[ was eating’

The vowels contrast in placement of the tongue in front, central and
backed position with rounding and unrounding in central placement only.

Also they contrast in positioning. High, mid and low being either in
open or close pasition.

fei/
fwu/
/ni/
/no/
fand/
Jfend/
/nde/
/nda/
/kag/
fkun/
fkun/
/ken/
/ku/
/ko/
/pun/
fur pin/
/ur pem/
/pun/
/pun/
/pon/
/pund/

fwil
fwul
[l
[no]
[anth}
[enth]
Indel

[nda)

(kin)
[kinl
[keg)
Iku]
{ko]
[pin]
[ur pin)
¥ pem]
[pin]
[punl
[ponl]
[p¥ntR]

‘sing out’

‘man’

‘that one (emphasise}
‘you eat!’

sun’

‘T am doing’
firewood'

‘T wonder’

‘boy’

‘skin’

‘purple’

‘cheek'

'stone’

'l think-maybe’
‘you heard’

‘you slept’

‘he slept’

‘you are hearing’
‘you are going’

‘a name’

'T hear’
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/pmd/ lpuntﬁ] ‘to go'

/pind/ [pinth] ‘T was sleeping’
fur pend/ {vF penth] 'l am sleeping’
/pat/ [path] 'ass beans'
/kvmb/ [kumph) ‘young'
fkumb/ (kimph) foot'

4.1. CONSONANTS

The stops that occur finally in Melpa are released in different ways. We would
like 10 combine these facts into a single phoneme-like symbol which we will
call Release, /&/. By combining the release from the stops, it simplifies the

phonemic description for all the stops.
/&7 (&1 A voiceless trilled alveolar liquid occurs word finally
{ollowing an alveolar stop.

[b] Yoiceless aspiration occurs word finally following a
non-alveolar stop.

[2] The transition mig-central vocoid occurs word
finally in fluctuation with [»] and [R] in closely
related word combinations.

/nd (p&/ [ndeph] ‘fire'
/pip& ro/ [piph Fo~pip2 Fol ‘put on lid'
/pamba&./ [pamph) 'l want to go’

/amb& rat/  [amph re}~amp? Fa}l ‘two women'
+ +
/epd&/ [enth] ‘| 8m doing’

/mend& pa/ [menth pa~mepnt? psl ‘go/turn
back to front’

FA &/ fith] ‘cold’
/metd pa/ [meth pa~metd pal ‘gs south’

IO



/mondund&/
/yand& pa/
/nond&/
/rok/

/pek& ro/
/ang&/
/mangs./

[monduntR]
[gantﬁ' pa)
[nontR]

[rokh)

‘I'm feeling it’
"to go back’
'l am eating’

‘tobacco’

[pekh o~ pek? Fol'you peell

[ankh]

thank you

[magkh fom ~magk? rom]
insect eaten sweet potato’

/nde mbulds/ [nde mbiltR]

‘tanget’

/mbeld& kun/ [mbelt? kanaamheltﬁl‘to read’

/ambulké./ [ambrikh] ‘they are holding’

Note: For the rest of the paper the symbol /&/ will not be written in the

phonemic form

Phonemes Allophones

/p/ pl Yqix_:eleas bilabial stop occurs word
mma&g%dmlf}etw&n vowels.
fur piyo/ fuf pi'yol
/pen/ [pegl
/puma/ p t’unnl
fkupa/ lkupal
/kanapa/ [kanép/\l
/nd(p/ lndiph]
fop/ [oph]
/pip/ [piph]
/pip ro/ [pipk fol
/ndp kala/ [ndiph ka’;a]

11

‘you sleep!’
‘head’

‘bee’
‘cloud’
‘corn’

fire’

‘yam’

Tid’

‘put on lid’

'you light
fire’



Phonemes Allophones

/mb/ {mb] Voiced prenasalized bilabial stop
gccurs word initial and between vowels.

[mp] Yoiceless prenasalized bilabial

stop accurs word finally
/mbo/ (mbo] ‘seed’
/mbu/ [mbi] ‘some’
/mbin/ [mbin] ‘beans’
/vrimbu/ [wi;nb'ﬂ ‘snake’
/rimbt1/ fFimbi ‘e 2 will hit’
/k4n) kumba ro/ [kTg Kumba ¥ol ‘peelbark !
/pamb/ {pamph| 'T want to go’
/kuimb/ [kuimph) 'nose’
/amb rat/ [amph Fel] "2 women’
fwp ronum/  [koph fomm] 'it's hailing’
Phonemes Allophones
/nd/ Ind] Voiced prenasalized dental stop cccurs word initially

and intervocalically. It tends to sound like an nt,
nt) Voiceless prenasalized dental stop eccurs word finally.

/ndi/ (ndil ‘hair’

/ndp/ [nd(ph) fire’

/aditiy/  lnditu) ‘drum’

/nindig/ [ntnd t,I}] ‘they talked
about him’

/enditun/ lend; _w,!}] ‘they dlil;i];t for

12



Yy

s

it

(t]

/t enda/ (tendal

one’

fend/ [enth] 'T am doing’

/nund/ [nigth] ‘l am saying’

/and/ lanth) 'sun’

Yoiceless dental stops occur word initial,and

between vowels et

tun/ [tin] ‘wou took it’

/tetim/ [tetim] 'he is staying

/tun/ {tin] 'we'

fketa/ [keta] ‘mouth’

/kat/ [kath] ‘some”

/ut/ fith] "cold’

/konun et/ lk;gun eth] 'Tdo work'

fkona kut/ [konaf kuth] ‘hole’

/pit/ (pith] ‘I think [
heard’

/met pa/ [meth pal ‘g0 south’

Voiceless alveolar stop occurs word initi

between vowels.
/towa/

/pui ti/
/wuta/
/utuna/

/rongvt purum/

feki1t omba/

7’
[towal
lpug f.tl
{wutal

F 4
futuma)

"““'ﬁﬂal

‘big
emphasize’

‘Plenty’
father

‘tomotrrow’

[fo;)gutﬁ' pJ‘fum] 'go to the

[eketR ombé']

13

other side’

'he will come
outside’



ma;s

Phonemes

%/

[na]

[nt]

Yoiced prenasalized alveolar stop occurs word initial
anag berween vowels.
Yoiceless prenasalized alveolar stop occurs only word

final
/ndulwu/
/nde/
/nda/
/Kendat/
/nonda/
/ind pa/
/yand pa/
/mondunt/
/nond/
/pund/
/mbuld/

Allophones

Ikl

Induiwul
lnd}.:]
[nda)
[Kend}]

[nonda]

lintR pal

[yant® pal

[monduntR]

[nontR]
[puntil
[mbuitR]

‘stick in men’s nose’
‘tree"

‘T wonder”

‘place name’
‘mushroom’

'go back’

‘go back{iong ways).
T'm feeling it’

'T am eating’

'l am going’

‘kind of tree’

Yaiceless velar stop occurs word initial and between

vowels.
kupku/
/kai/
fka/
Joka/
/mukvr/
/rukur/
fraldika/

/rok/

/muruk/

/por kak/

[Kipki]
[kai]

[ka]

[okal
[mukif]
ffuku¥]
[falt (ka)
[fokh)
Imutvich]
[poF kakh]

14

ord Fing|
wind'

‘good"

to cry’
‘sweet potato’
‘inside the house’
inside’
‘three’
‘tobacco’
inside’

‘bark belt’



Jkal mek/ kTt mekh] ‘Bird of Paradise’

/pek ro/ [pekh Yol ‘you peell’
Phonemes Allophones
g/ ingl Yoiced prenasalized velar stop occurs word initial and
medial following another /1/.
inkl Yoiceless prenasalized aspirated velar stop occurs
word finally.
/9goimba/ [ggoimbél '‘grasshopper’
/ngod/ (pgoil ‘needle’
/ngu/ (pgul ‘teeth’
/niggl/ Inpgy ‘they will talk’
/mutanga/ [mu%a'x;ga] ‘he must stay’
/ange/ la;}gal ‘thankyou’
fang/ [agkh] ‘thankyou’
/mang/ [magkh] "worm eaten sweet

, potato’
/aggninim/ [agkh nonem] Che said thankyou'

/mapg rom/  |mankh fom|insect eaten kaukau’

Phonemes Allophones

im/ Im] Yoiced bilabial nasal occurs word initial, between
vowels and finally.
/me/ ime] ‘taro’
/mam/ Imam} ‘his mother”
/mem/ Imem] ‘blood’
/mema/ Imemal ‘blood
/koma/ [komal ‘cool’
/nema/ ine mal Touse’
/aim/ [nem] ‘you'
/nam/ [nam)] ‘who'

5



o/ nl Yoiced dental nasal occurs word initislly,

meqtally and finally.
hd'um Ja ll){,l,o
/al/ Int ;,-g’il_l ‘where'
*
/num/ [nim~nim] ‘you
/napnim/ inan (m] ‘myself’
fenim/ lenuml] ‘they”

4
/punmun/  [pinemin) ‘they are hearing'
/mun kan/ lmup kap] ‘friendly’

ftun/ [tin) ‘'we'
fkun/ {kin) ‘and’
Phonemes Allophones
/n/ nf Yoiced alveolar nasal occurs word initially, between
vowels and finally.
/nuim/ [nuim] ‘important person’
/nam/ [nam] ‘whose'
/na/ [na] T
/mana/ (manal ‘down’
/kanapa/ [kanapal ‘corn’

/nuim kan/  [nuim kan] ‘throat’

/munkinan/ [mun kenanl  ‘church songs’

Phonemes Allophones

n/ 9/ Yoiced velar nasal oceurs word initial, between
vowels and final
/na/ [nal 'possessive marker’
/na/ [nal 'give 'Imp.’

fkopun/ [k.a'y vn]  ‘work’
ftenin/ [téqml ‘ground pidgin’
/pey/ [pegl ‘head’

/kan/ [kag] ‘boy’
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’c/ ir) Voiced alveolar flapped liquid ocours
word initially and between vowels.

I} Voiced alveolar trilled liquid occurs word final only.
/reg/ [figl 'food’
/rui/ {fui ‘axze’

/romba/ [fombal ‘he will hit
/rurym/  [fufym]  ‘he hit FP'
Mdara/  ftkifal  quickly
/rur/ [Fut] T hit FP’
/pur/ (U] ' went FP'

1/ i Voiced dental lateral fricative occurs initial,
intervocalically and in flucuation with E__? {inally.

5] Yoiceless dental lateral fricative occurs finally.
This however fluctuates with the voiced !}B
/ik 1al/ fik %al_] ‘nonsense talk’

+

/ka lala/ [ka la'g_al ‘someone who
+ + . .
cries easily

/kal(mb/ [k-al,l mph] ‘moon’
/xddep/ [klli tph] ‘peanut’

/roel/ [meyms%] 1ike'
fkel/ Ikeykey ‘small’
/pipLt/ [pi'pt_l_l ‘shame’
Phonemes Allophones
Hda/ lid] Yoiced alveolar flapped vibrant non-vocoid cluster
occurs initfally and intervocalically.
(114 Voiceless alveolar flapped vibrant non vocoid cluster
cccurs word final .
1t} Yoiceless dental non-vocoid cluster occurs
intervocalically word final and word initial in only
one word fluctuating with /1d/

17



/1dapa/ [lda'pa]ev I ta’pal ‘banana leaf tears’
/mbyldun/  [mbuldugl  ‘back

fwoldug/  [woldopl  “westclose to
/ald g/ [ald tn] ‘east close to°
/mbeld kon/ [mbeltR kop]  to divide'
Jombild kvn/ lombuttR kyn] ‘to break it

/raldika/ [Fald 1ka) ‘three’
fald/f : [aith] ‘east’
/walduk/  [waldukh]  ‘all ask’
/aldpa/ léldﬁpd ‘again’
/kid/ [k ith] kind of tree’
/K1, 414/ (ki . TR finger nail’
/mbuid/ [mbiltR] kind of tree’
/mbetd/ [mbe 1R] 'to read’

*Even though (4] and [it] occur in similar environments, there is no real contrast
between them and we will analyze them under the same phoneme.

Phonemes Allophones
v 1l Voiced velar lateral fricative occur initially and
* intervocalically.
il Yoiceless velar lateral fricative occurs word finally.
.|.
/tawa/ [la;val ‘wrong'
/iumb/ [ltmph] ‘pig rope’
flumui/ [}um‘fil ‘to wash’

/muidiyo/ [mu]i‘ifgo] ‘you all stay
P -
/ambuia/ [ambujel  ‘girl’

frolvi/ [F&lu}l "long way'

18



/mut/ [mu}] ‘egq’

/mbui/ [mbu}l ‘backbone’
+

/rondui/ [Fo'ndu!] 'strong’

Phonemes Allophones
Iw/ Iwil Yoiced bilabial high closed rounded semi vocodoccurs
ward initially and between vowels.
/fwamp/ [wamph] ‘people’
fwu/ [wul ‘man’
i/ [wi} ‘to call’
/ruwa/  [fuwd] ‘banana’
fowa/  [owal ‘dog’
Iyl Iyl Yoiced high close front unrounded semi vocoid occurs
initial and byetween vowels.
/ya/ [yal ‘here’
/yand/  [yantR]  'to come back’
Juiyo/ [uiyo] ‘you come!’

/puiyo/  Ipi i'gn] 'vou all go!’
/piyamb/ [piyamph] ‘et me sleep’

4.2 Vowels

Yowels differ in inherent basic length according to tongue position. The low
central vowel /a/ and high front vowel /i/ tend 1o be the iongest, while the
high vowels /4/, /u/ and /¢/ 1end 10 be the shortest. Vowels in stressed
position seem t0 he longer than elsewhere in words of the same number of
syllables.

Phonemes Allophones

li/ li] Yoiced high closed front unrounded vocoid ocours

word initially, between consonants and finally.

fip/ liph] ‘salt’
1S



/ik/ likh] talk’
/namba iti/namba itil how much’
/kit/ (kith] ‘bad’
/rimp/  [fimph]  ‘soft
/kitem/ [ki'i;um] ‘intestine’

/ki/ [kil ‘hand’
fwi/ [wi] %o call

Phonemes Allophones

i/ (L] Voiced high open front unrounded vocoid occurs
between consonants only.

/kinan/  Iknan] 'song’

/kun/  [kum) ‘greens’
/epumb/ [Efn_tmph] lazy'
/ndep/  [ndiph]  Cfire!
/pipd/ [pilf:' ‘9 ‘shame’

/puima/ [pt’LmAl ‘bees’

Phonemes Allophones
lel le] Yoiced mid close front unrounded vocoid coccurs as first
member of complex noclel.

[e] Voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid cccurs in every other

m‘o‘lﬁﬂ&ei i Cwel T ‘very®
feil E?-f 1 "this®
felum/ [glim] ‘he /she’
felpa/ [e;(pefl ‘'different’
/el/ [e}] ATTOWS'
fepindama/  [epundamal ‘afternoon’
/pen/ [peyl ‘head’
/petum/ [pe’tuml 'It's staying'
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Phonemes
Jaf

ful

/tenda/ [tepda]  ‘this’

Allophones

[a] Voiced low open central unrounded vocoid occurs in
stressed syllables

(Al Voiced mid open central unrounded vocoid occurs
word finally in unstressed syllables.

fa) Yoiced mid close central unrounded vecoid occurs in

unstressed syllables in multi-syliable words. It also
occurs fluctuating with asplrauunvhetween WOrds Hatare

Clomly assoclated emant

/and/ [anth]
/amb/ [amph]
/apara/  [apaFal
/rat/ [Fa}]
/kanapa/ [kanapa]
/namba/  [namba)
/aiya/ laiya]
/kaimb/  {keimph]

/nonmun/ [nenamyn]
- '4
/mormun/ [mors mun)

/punmun/ [punamajn]

sun’

‘woman'

‘to forget/pick it
‘two’

‘corn’

‘what?’
‘sister/brother’
‘sorry’

‘we are eating’
‘we are staying’

‘we 2 are going

/met pa/ [meth pa] ‘Go south!’
/aldpa/ [alth pal ‘Go east!
/pek ro/ Ipekh fo] ‘You peell
/ind pa/ [igﬁf pal] ‘You go back!’
[u] Voiced high clase back round vocoid, occurs initially,
between consonants and finally.
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v/ [u] Voiced high open back rounded vocoid occurs initislly
and between consonants.

fupud/ [U,p ui] 'digging stick’
futuma/ lutuma]  ‘tomorrow’
/kumb/  [kumphb]  ‘young’

fpudi/ lplfli] ‘plenty’

/ku/ (ku] ‘stones’
/oundpa/ [oundapél ‘plenty’

fund/ funth] ‘before’

/wote/  [wota]  fether

/tumbal/ [timba’il "Jew's harp’
;I

/multmin/  [mukemin]  "We will stay’

/kuimun/ Lkulam(g] ‘we'll cook’

Phonemes Allophones

/a/ (V1 Voiced high, close back unrounded vocoid- occurs
word initial, between consonants and final

[#] Voiced, high, open, front, unrounded vocoid - occurs
in fluctuation with /4/ between consonants.

furime/ HFumel  soot

/fat enim/ {ith a;lim] ‘it's cold’
/um/ {im} ‘koroka nuts’
/tun/ [tin/tin] ‘we’

/kan/ (kin] ‘and’
/mure/ [mTi‘gl "good smell’
fkui/ fkvil ‘bird’
/puiya/ [p'figé] ‘you all got’
/kupka/ [kak‘l‘] ‘wind'
/mbu/ [mbT] ‘plural’
lkun/ (kin/kip] ‘skin’
/kumb/  [kTmph) ‘count’
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/tul/ [t‘iyti»y ‘we 2°

Phonemes Allophones

fo/ {o]l Voiced mid, close back, rounded vacoid occurs word
initial, medial and final and the first member of a complex
nuclei - /ou/ and /oi/.

[5] Volced, mid, open back, rounded vocoid occurs

hetween consonants
Jok/ [okh] ‘they came’
/oka/ fokal ‘sweet poteto’
/owa/ fowal ‘dog’
/mon/ [mon] ‘fruit’
frok/ [rokbh] ‘tobacco’
/mon/ [mon] 'no’
/no/ [no] ‘you eatr
/mbo/ [mbo] ‘seed’

/konun/  [k3nuni  "work’

fkonund/  [kanunthl “to bite’

fkond/ [kanth] ‘new’

fou/ {ou] ‘big’

/pou/ [pou] ‘wing’

/oi encm/lof enum] “to laugh’

/boi nencm/lbei nneml ‘something falls down'
8. CINRASTS OF PR

5.1. CONSONANTS

ip/ /mb/ /m/ fw/ /pa/ (pa) ‘you gol'
/mba/ [mbal ‘he will go’
/ma/ [mal] ‘mother’
/wal [wal ‘come!’
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It/ Ind/ 1ol Iv/

/pul/
/mbut/
/mut/
fw(/

/opa/
/omba/
/oma/

/owa/

/kupa/
/xumba/
/koma/

[pu;l]
Imhui]

lmuil
[we y

[opal
fomba)
foma)

lowal

[kupél
[kumba]

[komé]

‘trunk’
‘back’

‘sky
‘west’

‘name’
‘he will come’
‘fish'

‘yes'

‘cloud’
‘door’
‘cool’

/kowa ngena/[kowa ngena] ‘kind of bamboo’

/op/
/omb/
fom/
/ap/
/amb/

fum/

ftuk/
/nduk/
/nuk/
/ruk/
/ndi/

i/
/ni/

fophl
{omph)
lom]
[aph]
[amph]

-

[im]

[tikh}
[ndukh)
[niikh)
[Fokh]
[ndi]
[t

[ni)
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yam
‘sugar cane’
‘he is coming’
‘name’

‘'woman'’
‘Koroka nuts’

‘they got’
‘finishing’
'they talked'
"inside’
‘hair’

‘one’

‘and’



Jrui/ {Fuil ‘axe’

/mata/  [matal ‘banana’
/manda/ [mabga] ‘close to’
/mana/ [ma'ﬁa] ‘down’
/mera/  [méral ‘name of tree’

fetim/  [eftm] ‘he is doing’
/endim/ léﬂﬂlm] 'it's cooked
/en.m/ le'ﬂ: mj  ‘they

/kup kut/ [k‘l‘r; kuth] ‘tatoo’
/ik kund/ [ik.kunptb] ‘persuade’

/kun/ [kin} ‘and’

/kor/ [kuT] ‘spirit’

/ut/ [ith] ‘cold’

fund/ {unth] ‘before’

/un/ {un] ‘you are coming’

fur petim/ [UF pe'tim] ‘he’s sleeping’

tf Ind/ Ind Irf ty/
/tamb/  {tamph]  ‘let me get it’
/ndamb/  [ndamph] ‘finishing’
/namb/  [namph]  ‘'let me eat it’
framb/  [Famphl  ‘let me hit it'

/yand/  [yentR]  ‘come back’

fta/ [ta] ‘father’

25



k! I/nf Ing/

/na/
/nda/
/ya/

/wuta/
/anda/
/ana/
/ara/
/wuiya/

(na}
{nda}
fyal

[wutal
[anda]
[anal
[éFal
[w‘ﬁgal

lIl
‘| wonder”

‘here’

"father’

‘old’

‘brother’
‘name’

‘you all come’

/ekiLt omba/[ekcth umbél ‘he will come outside’

fend/
/en/

/kan/
/ngu/
/nun/

/kata/
/ngata/
/nala/

/paks/
/panga/
/mana/

/rukvr/
/rur;u r/

[entR]

fen]

[kan)]

[ngu}
[pun]

[ké;al
[l]ga'!al
[né]a]

[pakal

Ipangal
[mana)

[FukuT)

[Fu i)
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‘| did’

'you are doing’

lhogl
"teeth’

‘gave’

"you cook!’
‘pain in the hips’

‘name of bananas’

‘posts’
‘inside of pandanus’
‘house’

‘inside’

I cut the pig’



/krp mak/  [kn makh] “pig with big ears’
/ man/ [manl ‘house’

/ mang/ [mankh] ‘insect ruined sweet potatoe’

/ak/ [akh] ‘person’'s name’

fan/ {an) ‘to stand’

fang/ {apkh] ‘thank you'
/m/ In/ /nf In/

/mun mana/Imun ména] ‘worship house’

/nwnd/  [pintR] i talked
/nun/ [nun] ‘you ate’
/nun/ [gun] ‘you gave'

/mancm/  {mancm] 'my mother’
/agmen/  [nimdn]  ‘we will talk’
nemen  {nimdnl 'we will eat’

/numen/  [nimcnl  ‘we will give’

/nemen/  [némen]  my’
/kantm/ (kdncm]  ‘he is seeing’
/kancm/  [kencm]  he is cooking’

/kenem/  [kénum]  ‘son

’ [
/numund/ [MimintR] ‘I did not stay’
/nunund/ [ninunt®] 1 did not talk’

’ -
/nunund/ [ninuntR] ‘| did not eat’
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/nunund/ lqvm'nt'fil 'l did not give'

/kum/ fkum/ ‘name of river
/kun/ K n/ ‘and’

fkun/ /kun/ ‘straight’
/kun/ /kin/ ‘skin’

/kim/ [kem] ‘greens’
/xin/ [kin] ‘stare’
/kin/ Ik nl 'dog scratches’
/ken/ (ke gl ‘cheek’
¥ Nn¢ nd? Irt
Jlawa/ []é’wal ‘wrong'
ala/ Ii,a'l,a] ‘to sob’

/ldapa/  ldepal ‘torn’
/rapa/ [f‘épal 'men's house’

/paila/ [pé}_&] ‘fence’

/pula/ [pil_é] "you 2 go’

V. [}
/aldu/ [i1dy) ‘other side’
/ ora/ [ora) ‘to show'

/watum/ [wé]um] ‘him only’
f

/waltna/ [wal_tr)ﬂ] ‘to swing hands’
/wald(p/ [wéldtph] 'to ask’

/vurup/ [wJFuph] ‘name of place'

/mul/ [mu}] ‘egq’
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/mu)/ ime}) ‘trap’
+

/myld/  [mTIR] ‘to singsing dance’

/muyr/ [mufl ‘cave’

5.2. CONTRASTS OF VOWELS
fal lel il Jol Ftul I/ Il NI

/kand/  [kentR]  'I'm cooking’
/kend/  [kentR]  ‘spring/well’
/kond/ [konth] ‘new/alive’

/k¢nd/ [kintR] ‘bow’

/kund/  [kuntR] ‘red’
fkund/  [Kinth] ‘cicade’
/ma/ [mal ‘mother’
/me/ [me] ‘taro’

/mo/ [mo] ‘hide’

/mi/ [mil ‘promise’
/mu/ [mu] ‘gather food'
/mba/ (mbi] ‘some’

/mba/ {mbal ‘he will go’
/mbo/ [mbo) ‘seed’

/mbi/ {mbi] ‘name’

/mbe/ {mbe] *kind of banana’
/mbu/ [mbi] ‘some’

/mbu/ [mbu} ‘some’

/kan/ [kan] ‘he saw’
fken/ lken] ‘kina shel]l’
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/kin/
/kin/
/kon kon/
/kun/
/kan/

/kata/
/kel/
/ko¥/
kiy/
fuy/
kut/

/nand/
fend/

/nunt/
{nond/
/nund/
/nund/

/al/
feil
/oi/
fui/
lfai/

[kin]
{kun]

{kon kon)

{kun]
[K¥n}

lkalel
kel
tkot]
[kl!l
[ugl
[kigl

fnanth]

[antﬁ]

(nintR]

{nontRl

[nuntR]

[nvntR]

fai]
fei]
foi]
fui]
[Vi]
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‘dog scratches’
‘to stare’

‘thunder clap’
‘straight’

‘and’

‘you cook¥
‘small’

‘flat place’
‘little pig path’
‘fashion’

‘some’

‘where'
"I'm doing’
‘| talked
‘I'm eating’
‘| ate’

‘I'm talking'

‘eXlaimation’
‘this’

"to laugh’
‘time’

‘tail’



@. DISTRISITIEN

6.1. CONSONANTS
All single consonants may occur in all consonant positions of the word with
the following limitations.
a The dental lateral /1/ and the velar lateral /3/ occur in all positions
of the word, however they both occur infrequently word initial

b. The flapped alvealar vibrant /1d/ cccurs only between vowels in
wWords.

c Both semi-vowels /w/ and /y/ accur word initial and between
vowels - never word final

d All pre-nasalized stops, /mb/, /nd/, /9g/; and laterals - dental /1/
and velar /%/ occur word initial and between vowels with voicing, however
these all occur word final with out voicing as fmp7, /], [@k7, {17, and¥].

6.2. VOWELS
All vowels may occur in all vowel positions except /L/ only occurs
between consonants.

/and/ fanth} ‘sun’

/kan/ fkan] ‘rope’

/oka/ [okal ‘sweet potato’
/nond/ [nontR] 't am eating’
/po/ [po] ‘sugar cane'
fem/ fem) ‘tare’

/pem/ tpem] ‘he stept’
/nde/ {ndel ‘vrood'

/ik/ [ikh] ‘talk’

/pin/ {pini ‘you will sleep’
fkif [ki] ‘hands’

/upod/ (upv}] ‘digging stick’
/kupa/ [kupé'l ‘cloud’

/ku/ [ku] ‘stone’

/ nd/ [untR] ‘before’
/puruvn/ lquJq] "they went’
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fwuf
lutfenim/
/tun/
/mbu/
/mun/

nem/

Yowel clusters of two vowels may occur in all CVVY, VYV, or VVC syllables of

the word
foi.e. num/
/koi.ya/
/ai/
/aim/
/kaimp/
/ei/
fwei/
fui/
fuiyo/
/kui/
fai/
fkui/
fou/
/pou/

S|

7. TIR

iL:éIBJﬂ -

The syllabdt comprises a nucleus of one or two vowels which may be preceded
or followed by a consonant. Each syllable nucleus is a unit of potential stress
placement. Yowel clusters /ai/, /ei/, /ei/, /ou/, /ui/, /ui/, comprise the
complex nucleus of the syllable having one stress.

tfono-syllable Patterns
vV Jei/

[wul

[it £nim]
{tin)
[mbi]
imen]

[nem]

[of £npem)

[koi.yal
[ail
{aim]
[kaimph}
fei]
[weil
{ui]
fui.yol
{kuil
{it}
{Kii]
{ou)

[poul
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‘men’
‘it’s cold’
‘we all’
‘plural’
“soul’

you'

"to laugh’
‘knife’
‘exclamation’
‘mitk’

‘to be sorry’
‘this’

'very
‘season’
‘Good day to you!’
‘rat’

"tail’

‘bird’

‘big

'wing’



¥vC /aim/ [aim] ‘milk’

cvy /kai/ [kai] ‘good’
CwvC /koip/ [koiph) ‘obedient’
cv /ku/ [ku] 'stone’
vC fop/ [oph] ‘yam’
CvC /kun/ [kun] ‘straight’
\'4 fif il ‘Iike this’
cc fkn/ k] pig- *

*It is one of a kind-most important cultural word- No vowel Probably a
mid vowel which has dropped out.

Two Syllable Patterns

VCLY  Julki/ L] kil 'kind of kapule
VeV Aiti/ b ti] ‘you do it’
CY.CVVY  /muiel/ [mu.l?i] ‘you all stay’
cvey /ka.nda/ [ka.nda) ‘all right/ok.
CVCLY  /kupku/ [Kip.Ki] ‘wind

CYyvey  /puiyo/ [p'l’i'.gu] "you all gol’
CV.CVC  /nukul/ [n‘l‘.ki'il ‘they 2 said’
CY.CVWWC /rutaip/ [ﬁ'.lai'ph] "line of people’
V.EVV fetui/ [E.ti'i’l ‘you all do it’

More than two Syllable Patterns

V.CV.CVC /e.ndu tun/ [e.nclL.t'f;yl ‘they did it for me’

CY.Cv.CV /mu.ta nga/  [mu. Ja’. ngel ‘let him stay’

CY.CVC.CYC  /ko.ngtl. mun/ ko.ngel. minl  ‘we will bite’

V.CV.CV /8.ngt. la/ la. ngt sl "stand up’

V.CV.CV.LV /0.iu.nge. ne/ [o.}u. ng .nafl ‘they came and | will
not stay’
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CV.CV.CVC
CY. Cvv.CV
CV.CV.CV.CV.

V.CV.CV.CV. CV /e. ndt. 1¢. na. na/le.nde I¢ ne. nal
+*

/ne. py. 1a. nga/ [ni. pi. l:é'. ngal

E. Tho Phonological Werd
The phonological word in Melpa consists of one to five syllables with one
primary stress (a composite of higher pitch and intensity which tends to be longer

than normal).

{mu, Iii. yol

/ne. mbu. Hmb/ (1. mbu. J<mphl 1 will not stay’
/mu. Wi yo/ "You all stay’

‘don’t Tet him hear it’

‘they did it for me’

In the verbs, the stress falls on the final syllable of words of two or more
syllables in the future tenses and the Dual and Plural person number of the

Present, Past and Far Past Tenses.
[akimbal] he will dig [onumbi}]
[ktna’mph] ‘let me see’ [pt}tmbﬁ{l
[kantmby gl "they 2 are seeing’ '
litamin] ‘we will do it [enumin]
lmmb:}] ‘we 2 will talk' lmo!‘fql
(Figd) ’ ‘they will plent’ [ﬁt{l]]
[kv¥mun] ‘they died"'

‘'we 2 are coming’

‘they 2 heard’

‘were doing it’
"they staged’
‘they put it FP’

The stress falls on the first /a/ or first syllable of singular person number
of the Present, Past and Far Past tense verbs.

lékt ntm]
[akunth]
[pinth]
{tdke Funth]
(moFum]
[item]

'he is digging’

‘I'm digging’

‘tL: heard' lkélu m}
‘I'm running’

'he’s staying’

‘he did FP’
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fikunth]

[apaium}
[FmdntRl
(pdfum]

Ip {'I" m}  ‘he heard

‘he dug’

‘he cooked’
*he picked up’

‘| sewed’
'he went FP’



x ’
[m:Ji‘u m] ‘he stayed FP” m}thhl | stood FP’
[FikiF] ' built FP' [muldngal ‘let him stay’

The Stress falls on the I1st vowel of the Singular person of the Imperative
Aspect, and on the 1st vowel of the Dusl person affix [-‘ila] and on the dipthong of
plural person affixes [-iiyal.

Ieta,] ‘do it’ [k:ma] ‘you 2 cook’
[akal ‘dig it [muiT_[a] ‘you 2 stay
[tukeFal ‘run’ [plla] ‘you 2 go’
[it‘l’i’gal ‘you all do it’ [pllnga] "you all hear’
[wf{gaj ‘you all come’

When the verb includes the negative prefix /na/ or /ni/, then a seconary
stress /—/ occurs. When the final syllable is a future suffix, then the primary
stress / 2/ falls on it, and the secondary stress /—/ falls on the negative prefix.
In all other cases the negative prefix receives the primary stress ///.

[i'ti n'lftunth] ‘f didn't do it’ fni na’mbuy ‘we 2 aren't talking'
[i’ti r_f-iti:nph] "I will not do it’ [rui narinmuwn] ‘we aren't hitting’
[uF pi fipimph] I will not sleep’ [ti natTambu ] ‘we 2 aren’t getting’
[pi nepuntRl  I'm not going' [pi napinmun] “we aren't going’
[kfni nffk?ﬂ_t_h] “I'm not seeing’ [nui na’numdn] "we aren't eating’

fui n‘fwumbé] 'he will not come’

In the Imperative tense, the dipthongs /4i/, fou/, /oi/, /ui/ /ei/, /8i/, or
the /a/ when present, takes the stress.

¥hen the verbs are neggated, the negative /na-/ or /ni-/ prefix usually
takes the stress.

In all other words, the stress falls on the Ist /a/ or dipthongs or 1st
syllable in that preferential order. We are only writing stress when it is
unpredii:tahle. ,

{amal ‘very' [aiyal ‘sister’

[aFnbuy\] ‘girl’ [r‘i}aibh] "line of people’
+
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[ma’qal

‘house’

kpLnddma] ‘afternaon’

[a'paml
[ngmbd

"to forget’

‘what'

F 4
Indu}wu] ‘stick’

HONO-SYLLABLES

TWO-SYLLABLES

fkui/
/kui/
/kui/

/uimb/

/wimb/
/mul/
/mu¥/

/a.1dwy/
/pi. p/
/tu. mbat/
/ka. 1umb/
/koi. ya/
/te. nda/
/ndi. tuy/
/p. ma/
/ku. W/
fku. ¥i/

[]um‘i’il

+

{k Lnan]
[kﬂiDA]
[entmph]

[kumbe]

/!
[kuil

4
[kuil
[Kii]
[uimph]
[wi’mphl

'
[muil

[ma3]
+

ta. 1)
[pif Dll_]
ftu. mbafgl
[ka{ Lumph]
[koi. 96'1
[te. nde]
[gg_i.’ _t_gpl
[pLl mal
fku. l;!
{ku. !i]
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‘yrash’
‘song’
‘cassaring’
'Tazy’
‘door’

‘rat’

‘sick

‘bird'

‘Let me come’

‘name’

‘eqy
‘sky’

‘east-close by’
‘shame’
‘Jews Harp’

‘moon’
‘knife’
‘one’
‘drum’
‘bee’
"to die’

'to draw water’



THREE AND MORE SYLLABLES

/ku. pa.nda/  [ku. pé. nda] ‘spear’

/ko. ke la/ [ko. ke .‘1?51 ‘not yet ready’

/koi. pu. ka/ [koi. pu. kgl ‘Clan name'

/Kki.ye. pu.do/  [ki. yd. pu. lal  kind of mushroom’
/mo. ne. ndamp/ [mo. ne. nda?nph] ‘caterpillar

/a.nd .ngil/ [e. nde. nge y h'they 2 are walking’
/ke.ra.pet/  [ke Fa, pell ‘ant’

O. IErOdATIAN

When making a statemment, a falling intonation pattern occurs over the later
part of the statement. [t is noted that when asking a question, the question words
or markers and time words have a sharp raise in intonation. The following
intonation patterns have been observed. Later on, a paper on intonation and stress
Inay be written

s gaﬁ\g Koma ™~ piit, “~—
! my house place am going.
“I'm going to my house.’

e U 2 WP N I N N e NP

2. Rup nop pulun kM kan, okvp man  kona mbi em.\\
food eating stomach putting and now house place go/list fut.
I am doing.

| having eaten food, now |I'm going home’

3. Na Melpa ik rulaip rop ke nuanp.

| Melpa talk village hitting Tet me see
‘| want to learn to talk Melpa
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TIEIRHIGS

There are 3 different verb classes which are shown according to the
morphophonemic changes in the verb stems. Present tense stem vowel stays the
same in all person numhbers.

Completive, Near Completive and Near Future stem vowel changes as follows:

Class 1 - HIGH BACK VOWELS
YERBS

Class | basic stem vowel /o0/ /u/ in Completive, Near Completive and
Fuure,

no--nt ny--r

eat-1st Pres. eat-1st N. Comp.
‘I'm eating’ ‘| ate a week ago’
ro--nt ru--nt

hit-1st Pres. hit-1st Comp.

"| am hitting’ ‘I hit (it).’

Basic stem /o/ constitutes the complete stem. It is replaced by /w/ when
followed by initial 7a/ in the Immed Future and Non Final Different Subject aspects.

0--amp w--amp
come-1st | Fut. ‘Lat me come’

The Basic Stem final vowel 70/ is lost preceding the suffix initial /a/ in the

Inmediate Fuiure aspect.
no-am n-—-am
eat- Ist | Fut. ‘Let me eat (it)
fo--amp r--—amp
hit-lst I Fut. ‘Let me hit (it).

Clasz II - FRONT VOWEL CLASS

The Class II stem vowel /e/ /i/ in the Near Completive, Future and Completive
Aspects.

e--nt i-=nt
do-1st Pres. do-1st Comp.
{'m doing it’ ‘| did it
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ur_pe--nt ur_pi--nt

steep-lst Pres. sleep-1st Comp.
‘| am sleeping’ 1 slept’

-—n mi--nt
carry-ist Pres. carry-lst Comp.
‘| am carrying’ | carried’

Class 111 - CENTRAL VOWEL CLASS

The first stem vowel /a/ /«/ inthe Compietive, Future and N. Completive
aspects of the verb.

akd-—nt gku--nt
dig-1st Pres. dig- st Comp.
"l am digging' 'l dug (it)’
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Proposed Orvthograpby

PHONEHE LUTHERAN PREVIOUS PROPOSED
li/ ee i i

1Y i i i

lef C! e e

fu/ u u u

fuf u u u

luf d o 4

fo/ 0 0 0

fa/ a a a

p/ p p p

/mb/ b-mp-mp b-mb-mb mb-mb-mp
i/ t t t

i/ t t t

/nd/ nt-nt-nt d-nd-nd nd-nd-nt
/nd/ nd nd nd

K/ K K K

/ng/ nk g-ngg-ngk g-ngg-ngk
nt/ nt nj nt

/m/ m m m

n/ n n n

n/ m n n

/n/ n n n

fr/ r r r

7 1 1 !

A gl i }

/d/ rl 1d-1d-1t 1d-1d-1t
lw/ w W W

y/ Y Y Y
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“Note - The Lutheran Orthography has been used for many years and has the
New Testament in it.

The previous Orthography, is the one we suggested when we came. The 4
feliows we had in for NTC, wrote stories in this orthography and we published the
Easter and Christmas story in it. The Committee didn't like our symbols for pre-
nasalized stops so they decided on how they wanted us to write them They said
they wanted to see it in print before finally deciding on the Orthography, so so we
have published a number of books. We have asked the committee about having a
meeting on deciding the orthography and they said they don't need one as they are
happy with it and it doesn't 1ake long for peope to learn to read it.

1. Orthagraphy Issues

1. Word Divisions -
word divisions are determined by the following:

a.There is only one composite primary stress with intensity and length in a word.

b. Any word ending in 8 prenaselized stop becomes voiceless whereas initially or
medially it is voiced.

c. Certain combinations don't come together so therefore, one knows where the
word breaks.

2. Treatment of Loanwords by the language -

Since Tok Pisin and English are widely used in Melpa, we are using the
letters /j/ and /s/ in 1oan words. Many Melpa peaple have names using these
letters such as Joseph, Jacop, Jon, Simon and etc. In the olden days, the people in
at least the Catholic and Lutheran churches used the terms Yesu or Yesus for
Jesus but now the Committee decided to just use the term Jisas. If these
churches want to still use these terms, thats fine but for the New Testament,
they want to use Jisas.

We have included these two symbols in the Transfer Primers as well as the
Alphabet book. In transliterating other words, we use /r/ or /t/ instead of /nd/,
/p/ instead of /mb/ and etc. making the word as close as possible to the Tok
Pisin or English using the Melpa symbaolis.

3. Dialect Situation -

There are S dialects in Melpa. The Central dialect is said to be understood by
all others. There are some vocabulary differences such as in the Central Dialect
the one ending of the verb is the affix /k/ whereas the Dei Kaunsel area or far
east dialect has /ngk/. So you have /ok/ tnstead of /ongk/ and /nuk/ insteed of
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/nengk/. The translators recognize these and just make adjustments when they
are committee checking.

In the far dialects to the east and west, both use many more of the 6th
vowel /4/, have a different word for the subject marker and have some
differences in vocabulary. In the Central dialect - /ndi/is used and /ent/ is used
in the east and west dialects. In the other dialects it is mainly the vowels that
change and they seem to fluctuate freely.



Melpa Text Kur i Ti nt

Ama unt kor nga kang wu kat amp kinan ning pilik purung. Puk amp kinan
mange ila morung. Puk molk kun amp kinan nuténg. Kinan nak, mo¥ine al kKona ei
ya nondpa rangmba pilpa itim. | elinga kun, kang wu mbe enimp rolunga kun,
mana manga rukina mbila elpa elpa ur petung.

Kang wu mat amp kinan nuk morung | elingina Relim Pundi ni wamp ei ya,
omba ambula ti nga wur ila molpa, amp ei ya kinan nitim. | elinga elim mbo kang
wu mel raipa kun, kinan nimba murum. Kang wu ti ndi kur ei ya kandpa mbi Ndupa
k#n nimba mel, "Nim ila nambut itin un?” nitim. Kur ei ya nimba mel, "Na amp
kinan nimp nemp unt, ei kal" Wote mbo kang wu ei ya ndi nimba mel, “Nim manda
kel kun pi,” nitim. Re¥im Pundi ni wamp ei ya omba mba etpa mel ambuia ti rope
kondpa tepa purum. Ei ya mel manda.

Long time ago some men from my village went in order to turn head with
some girls. They turning head until midnight kept staying. Keeping on staying
and the women turning head sang. Singing, some men were still half asieep
on the floor. But some of them kept on turning head with some girls. Right at
that time, a devil named Pundi was there sitting near a girl and started to
turn head with her. They did not know it was a devil because he pretended to
be a real man and stayed. There was one man who watching him realized who
he was, and said to him, "Why did you come here?” The spirit then said, "
came to turn head with those girls.” So the real man told Ro¥im Pundi that he
could leave now. So he got up and came outside and he killed ohe gir! and
then went away. Thats the story.
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