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ASSIMIRATION

Phenomena of n,

When the consonant n occurs medial or final in a word, and 1is

followed by the consonante m, b, p, k, or g, it assimilates to

the point of articulation of those consonants.

ksbf1 + -in- = kémbil took, carried

7angén + ko° = Tlangfng ko' I go(to get)




1.2. Phenomena of (mang-)>

When the pxnitxnxxgggg;x(@gggi}profixos are affixed to a stem
beginning with the consonant g, or any stop except g, the velar
nasal of the prefix assimilates to the point of articulation

of that consonant, and the consonant itself is dropped.

sfbkal = manfbkal to chant, sing
pand? : mamand’ to shoot an arrow
bund? - mamund? to commit murder
mang- -+ -
tabug : manabug to drive game with dogs
dikdn - manikén to cook meat
{_ kﬂgkag = mlng‘gkag to dry in the sun

2, REPLACEMENT
2,1, Change from o to u, and e to i,

Whenever the mid close vowels 0 and e occur in closed syl-

lables, if the syllable opens due to affixation, these vowels

will be replaced by their high close counterparts, u and 1.

gamét ~ gamutfn to treat sickness
bssdg ~ bieug £k I am full

aigét disitlp the sea there
biads bisisl? the rice there

déklan  dikfl big



2,11, The =-um- infix
Under the above rule, the -um- changes to -om- when the %

vowel drops mmx out (28 discussed in paragraph 3.1).

gib‘k sémb&k to draw near
lidfp 4 =um= = lémdip to swim under water
73144 ?ém14d to sink

2,12, The -in- infix
Under the above rule, the -in- changes to -sn- when the %
vowel drops out of the stem.

4dém ‘endém to loan

14ébdg L 4+ -in- = 1 3t 1lémbug to quarrel

k4t 41 | kentél  to cut wood

2,2, Replacement of the low open vowels g and g£.
2,21, Whenever a stem-final g is suffixed, the g changes to aw,
dslawfn to hit the target

W

a$14’ + -#n
lisawdn hiding place

11

Z.

1188’ + -an

2,22, Whenever a stem-final ¢ is suffixed, the g changes to ay.
’ang#’+ -an = ‘angaydn place one is going to

bil?f 4+ -an = bilaydn place of houses




2.3 Replacement of o by w, and of i by y.
When 1 and o become non-gyllabic (by affixation on the stem

in which they occur), they are replaced by Y and w respectively.

baté: + -an - batydn hearing
sanike’ . -an = saniky‘n shameful
luds + -um- - lumwds to go outside

bitd? + ka- -an kabétwan riverbed

i

3. Reduction
3.1, Reduction of & (pepet vowel),
3.11, When the suffix -%n, ‘'objective focus' is added to a
glottal final stem, the vowel of the suffix drops.
tdksd? + -in = tdkson to fool him
kdg1? + -#n - kagin to say to him
béba? + -in = baban to carry it on your back
3.12, In a stem with final -éVCVC, with 2 & as second V,
the £ @&rx drops out when the Qtom is suffixed.
adfg + -en = ’adgén to turn your back on
sdfp + -#n - ‘#dpfn  to put out & light

ulfe + -an §1san to cover with & blanket

i

aikfl + déklan to make it big

an

i



3.13, When the first syllable of & stem is open, and it has
4 as its peak, the £ will drop out when ths stem 1s prefixed

or infixed,

[}

as13’ + -in=- dinlg’ to hit the target

ktrét + -um- - Kkdmret to strike a match
stbdk + mang- - manbdk rooting of a plg

man 4+ mag- - magmén to chew the betel chew
k¥fydg -+ pe- - pakydg to be bent over

kimid + CV,- -en - kikmidén spilled bldod

3,2, Reduction of other vowels
The following are irregular cases we have found in which
pairs of vowels coming together have reduced to one vowel,

3,21, By affixation

a-a=a :
meka- aldp = makaldp to be able to get
pa- asawd’ = pasawd’ merried couple
a -1 -e
ma- {ta 3 m‘ti? to see

‘' pa- iném B p‘nom to cause to drink
a -u:g
pa-?ut‘ng = pltang ~ to loan
U PTY ( (TTP Y single man
e -u=o0
‘ude- ‘udén = ‘udéden rain and rain
‘ude-uddk = ‘udddek to climb and climb




miki- agéd - mikéged to beg

i -1=1

ni- ibdt = nibdt to throw away
1 -%2=-¢e

s0lil4n =  gdlen to return it

3,22, Between words
a -a-a

{ba ; ggta = {oa ggta a different negrito

it

7
ta agés tages location particle plus place name

L
e - & -
Sk 2

7 ?
de Zpo mo{ d‘po mo your grandparents

7 ?
de ;mﬁy xo - demdy ko my uncle (and aunt)

i -a< a

i T3 7
ti amiy X0 ~ taméy ko my uncle

-

2 .
ti Ipo ko * tdpo ko & my grandparent
i-a“~e

2 7 ?
t1 dka ko = téka ko my older sibling
1 -a- &
rd
siya din - sidfn he now

9 ey
siya 1ina * gdTind he there(near)



4 =4 2 g
t1 na ko’ téna ko' my mother

3.3. Reduction of Consonants, These are regular rules which
always apply.

t ¥t =t

7
bigét ta’ bigéta our(dual) bananas
5 - E - s
nag-gdpas nagdpas to harvest rice
n-m - m
diydn mo’ diydmo’ don't (you)

ang‘n mo ansﬂino? you go (to get

The n of the particle din, 'now, already', drops out when
the particle occurs medisl in an utterance, if th.c word
following it begins with & consonant other than glottal stop.
naldktut &e dt s1dé’  they wers startled
pinena na df tu bikldt he shot a python

3.4, Reduction of glottal stop
Word final glottal stop always drope when the word occurs

medial in an utterance, Word initial glottal stop drops

when it occurs utterance medial following a consonant.




1fory? book

xixf
té 1{bru siyd? he has a book
dgta’ negrito per son

te ‘dgta ta bilg? there is & negrito in the house

4, PHENOMENA OF THE ‘- PREFIX
4,1, The prefix /-, 'accessory focus' can be optionally
dropped when preceding the P- class of prefixes,

Apektél or paktdl, . to cut & log for someone

"ipangaldp or pangaldp, to go get for somecne
It is never xa dropped off when the form of the verb is in

the past tense,

nigaktél, to have cut 8 log for someone

4,2, When the f- prefix occurs on a word whose first
syllable is open, and the peak of that syllable is a %, the
4 18 dropped (2s described in parasgraph 3,13), and the 1-

prefix manifests itself as ye-,.

s&pf> ?1- y‘spg betel nut in mouth
tsbdng i- yétbung to mix in water
ltbfng 1- y‘lb&ng to bury & body

The 7;; prefix manifests itself in the same way when affixed

to words which begin with 1,

?

?1gﬁt i- yégut to tis

?imbfg ?1— y‘mbig to lay someone near 2 fire



5., PHENOMENA OF WORDS ENDING IN h,
¥hen @ word ending in h 1s followed by a word beginning with
& consonant (other than glottal stop), the vowel preceding the
h will be reduplicated after the h,

kudth 4+ %o = kuddhu ko’ to make magic

L

peghdh + mo paghdha mo’ to tie up a pig or deer to carry

migikfh + ka miégikihst kal you are coughing

v

6. Irregular or rare types of morphophonsmic changes:
tagipo’ + miéng- - minegipo?, 'to follow later', Here the first
vowel of the stem has changed from & to e.

4pat + pig- -an;ﬁéégg%ggow away'. This is the only case of

the i vowel being dropped that we have found,

sunud + -in - sundin, 'obey' This 1s the only case of the

u vowel being dropped that ve have found

1dktab + 4pa- - Apeldktab, 'csuse to spit' This is the only

cage we have seen where the a in the pa- prefix changes to s,

gimét + -#n - gémtin, 'make it' This is the only case of

the e Evowel being dropped that k we have found,

7. STRESS SHIFT b

Whenever stress occurs on the ultima of 2 stem, when the
stem becomes affixed, the stress occurs on the ultima of the
resultant form unless the resultant form has e, 0O, g, or g

in & non-ultima syllable, in which case stress occurs on the
L}



£ _ 10

s, o, &, or g

pahéyu#-é - pahayé? the rice there
’ A

bi1lg? -2 <« bilgda’ the house thers

bund’+ -tn = bunufn k11l it

If however, the resultant form has e or ¢ in both the ultima and
another syllable, then stress occurs on the ultima of the words

in column one, and on the non-ultima of the words in column two.

column I

$ddm + -in- - ‘endém borrowed it
k#tol + -in- - kentdl cut 1t

column II

k4érét * -um- - kdmret to strike a match
4ndm + pa- - pénom causs to drink

dén t CVCV,- - uddden raining and railning

7ag‘d <4+ mékl- = m&k‘gcd to beg



