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0 INTRODUCTION

This paper is a tentative description of the phonemic system of
Tinputz, a Melanesian language of Papua New Guinea. The approximate
1700 Tinputz speakers inhabit the northeast coastal and inland areas
of Bougainville Island.

The data for this tentative analysis was collected during 14
months residence in the village of Tsisiko 7 miles inland from the
coast. A young Tsisiko man aged 25 named Thomas Metehe has been of
invaluable assistance in the tedious checking of a corpus of approxi-
mately 900 words. Without the assistance of a fellow colleague Mrs.
Joy Lloyd this paper would not yet have been realised.

-1 PHONEME CHARTS

1.1 Consonants

Bilabial Alveolar Velar Glottal

Stops 1) t k
Fricatives s h
Nasals ‘m n

Lateral 1

Semi-vowels | W y
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1.2 Vowels
Front Central Back
High i i- u u°
Mid e e o o°
Low
Low Central Glide & @ a a > o*
: i
a

2 INTERPRETATION
2.1 Pre-nuclear Short Vowels

The pre-nuclear short vowels [e], [V], [U], and [3] fluctuate and
“have been interpreted. as /y/ and /w/ respectively.

/ya-/ ['&a] ~ ['TaY] "lime'

/kyd-/ ['k&a*] ~ ['kta] 'sweets'

Jkytik/ ["k&tk"] . [krakt] 'to bear'

/K& kyt>/ ['ke>. ks . ['ker. mkreet] . 'to shave'
Dk kg6 kT2 krde™)

/atlyd/ ['3."t4.83] .~ ['3"td.tE] 'what'

/pwe/ . [ 'pUe] ~ ['p8€] ~ 'ah!
['p5T) - ['p5T]

/pwén/ ['pUen] ~ ['p8en] ~ 'night'
['ptiTn] - ['pSin]

/twé?/ ["tUé°h] ~ ["t6é°h] 'to cut (sago)'

[bawd-/ (D0 ] -~ ['bE.5] - 'to call
(b 0] - ['BE.BM)

/kwianén/ ['kYT.d."nén] ~ ['k8T.a."nén] -~ 'name of village'
['kBT.a."nl{n] ~ ['k3T.4."n{(n]

2.2 Phonemes /y/ and /w/

The phonemes /y/ and /w/ may occur syllable initially or following
a syllable initial consonant. The syllable initial non-suspect se-
quences /k1/ and /pl/ occur.
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/k1is/ ['"k1ds] ~ ["k¥ds] 'all’
/plét/ ['pleth] . ['pieth] - ['pitt"] - ['p¥rt"]  rbread’
/plas/ ['plas] ~ ['p¥as] 'a brush'

2.3 Vowel  Sequences

~ Vowel sequences have been interpreted as nuc1e1 of separate syl-
lables for the following reasons:
(1) Each vowel in the sequence is syllabic.

(2) In agreement with stress rules (see Section 3.3.1), if the first
vowel in the sequence is also the nucleus of the f1rst syllable
in a polysyllabic word, it carries secondary stress. In other
positions either vowel carries potential primary stress.3

(3) Each vowel in the sequence occurs as a syllable nucleus elsewhere.

2.4 Long Vowels

Long vowels have been interpreted as simple phonemes since no
vowel sequences occur within the syllable.

/i-yan/ ['1it.yan] 'fish!

/ké&-tis/ ['Ke*"us] C . ['kvas] 'baby'

/sdé / ['so.'"fe ] . ['se."E"] 'to be strong'
/ké3-/ ['ks.a"] - ['kT.24] 'brother
/ba-nit-/ ['ng.ni.&-] . 'to budge'

/tid-/ ['tI.a-] 'to.spit'

/tasid+/ - ['t3."si. D] 'part of something'

2.5 Sequence /a*/

The sequence /a*/ has been interpreted as a complex phoneme for
the following reasons:
(1) The [a] is syllabic and the [i] is short and non-syllabic.

(2) The sequence is approximately the same length as the long vowel

phonemes.
/néin/ ['dzgn] 'forehead'’
/péis/ ["ﬁgis] 'bitter'
/sunal°/ ['sﬁ.”nai?h] 'son'

/ka-ta n/ ['k;ﬁ.tgln] 'bowels'
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2.6 Consonant Sequences in the Word

All consonants except /b/, /1/, /w/, and /y/ have been observed
as the first consonant in CC clusters within the word.

/p/ may be followed by /t/, /k/, /s/, /m/, /n/, and /1/.

/pt/ /képtd:n/ ['k5p.tg°n] 'to b?OOd'
/ok/  /tSpk&>/  ['t3p.k¥?M] 'to bloom'
/ps/, /napsod -/ ['nﬁp.séxg-] ~ ['nap.sd.e-] 'army'
/pm/ /papmatd-/ ['pEp.mé.t;'] 'right handed'
/pn/ /bapnih/ ['bap."nix 'to fill!
1) Jtpled) ['t5p. 1877 . ['t5p. 187N 'brittle
['t3p. ¥&2M] . ['t5p. +7M

/t/ méy be followed by /b/, /m/, /n/, and /1/.

/tb/ /batbus/ ['b3t. "bis] ‘ 'to beget!'
/tm/  /mBtmet/ ['mﬁt.méth] ~ ['mEt.méth] 1to be sick!
/tn/ /tétnddn/ ['tet.ndon] ~ ['tTt.ndon] 'a log'

/tl/  /3tlom/ ['3t.16m] ~ ['3t.¥om] 'to intercept'

/k/ may be followed by /p/, /t/, /®/, /s/, /h/, /n/, /n/, and /1/.

/kp/ /hikpd?én/ ['hik.pd?.én] ~ ['hik.pd?.in] 'tg'be finish-
e .

/kt/ /tdktden/ - ['tok.to-n] 'to burden’

/kb/ /tankékbd-/ ['tﬁo.kék.bg-] ~ ['tﬁn.kﬁk.bg-] 'a bee (honey)'

/ks/ /stksik/ ['stk. sik] 'to follow'

/kh/ /hdkhdk/ [ 'hok.hok™] 'to boil

/km/ /bhkmis/ ['bak.mis] raffliction’

/kn/ /tdknin/ - ['tak.nin] 'wall!'

/k1/ /tdklis/ ['t3k. 1us] ~ ['"t3k.¥is] 'to break!
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/?p/
/°t/
/?k/
/?s/
/°m/
/°n/
/?1/

/?w/

/st/
/sk/

/sb/

/hp/

/hk/

/hb/
/hm/
/hn/
/hl/

/?/ may be followed by /p/, /t/, /X/, /s/, /m/, /n/, /1/, and /w/.

/swé7p{ /

['SWEO.”ﬁI']

/t7tdn/ ['t57.tén]
/k&7%kdn/ ['k5”.kén]
/s0?s07/ ['s5?. 507
/3kdomdn/  ['3.Kk3.mdn]
/bdonddp/  ['bE.nd.3p0]
/ba-kémpdpd?14?/

Jkwa?wété?/

~ ['"tE?.tdn]

~ ['E.k8?.mén]

['ba-."kém.p5.p3?.1870] .

['ba'."kém-p3.p5°.fé7h]

['kwa?. "wé, te?

h

1~ ['kwa®. i . o0

/s/ may be followed by /t/, /k/, and /b/.

/p3stikéh/

/pdskdlén/

/stisbén/

['p3s.ta.kah]
['p3s.ko."1én]
['p3s.ko."¥én]

['sUs.bén]

~ ['p3s.k6."1{n] ~

~ ['p3s.ké."¥(n] ~

~ ['sUs.bin]

'fog'
'inside'
'neck'
'to ring'
'ankle'

'to alarm’

“'name of

village'

'boy!

'morning’

'shoulder’

"butterfly!

/h/ may be followed by /p/, /k/, /®/, /m/, /n/, and /1/.

/puhpth/

/tdhka-k/

/b2hba”/
/mdhmdh/
/hahna-/

/t013h14a- /

/m/ may be followed

[ 'pux.plix]

['t5h. k3K

['b@x.bé°h

]
['mSh.mdh]
[’hﬁh.n;l]

['t5.13h. "G, T

['to.¥ah."¥4. 2

. ['bEx.ba?M]

] -
]

by /p/, /b/, and /h/.

'to be wet!

'to be

startled!

'to heat'
'to brag'
'to go back'

'nut tree
(edible)!
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/mp/

/mb/ /bl-témbimén/ ['bu®."tdém.ba
['b0™."tém.ba

/mh/

/np/

/nt/

/nk/
| /nb/
/nh/

/nm/

/kémpd?/

/18mhih/

/t2npls/

/pantdn/
/tanka./
/ninban/

/apwénpwanhé/ ['d.pwén.pwin.

['2.pwin.pwan."h(]

/bamanman/

['tﬁn.ka-]'

['kBm.p6°h]

[*1om.hix]

['tZn.pis]

['pEn. tén]

)

V['nin.bén]

['b3a.man.man]

.min]

~

~

¢

"é]

.mén] ~

['fﬁm.hix]

['tEn.pus]

['pEn. tdn]

['tEo.kQ']

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

'balm’

'sibling’

'name of
village'

/n/ may be followed by /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /h/, and /m/.

'name of
village'

'to hear'
'spider!
'between'

'when'

'to bribe!

In the sequences, /kpy/, /khy/, /”ky/, /npw/, /nty/, and /nkw/

the syllable break occurs after the first consonant since the semi-
vowels /w/ and /y/ have been interpreted as the second member of a
consonant cluster when they occur following another consonant.

/kpy/
/khy/
/?ky/

/npw/

/nty/
/nkw/

/pikpytk/
/hikhyik/
/k&%kyt?/

/3pwénpwanhé/

/sdntya?/ .

/kimkwin/

['pIk. "pytik"]

['hik.hyﬁkh]

['ke?. "kyte] . ['KT?."kyd?

['2.pwén.pwan.'"hé] .
['d.pwin.pwan. "h(]

['sSh.tyé°h]

['kTn.kwin]

¢

'a lie!
'to erase!’
'to shave'

'when'!

'army'

"to start!
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3 DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES

3.1 Consonants

3.1.1 Work Chart

3.1.2

/p/

/t/

G ¢

®

®©

@

Description

[p]

p]

[t]

[t

voiceless bilabial unaspirated stop occurs word initially
and medially.

/puh/ ['punh] ' 'to plant'
/stpak/ ['sﬁpékh] - 'bat'

voiceless bilabial aspirated stop occurs word finally.
/nép/ ['nEph] - ['nTph] "to plant'

/sintp/ ['sihﬁph]

voiceless alveolar unaspirated stop occurs word initially
and medially.

/tap/ ['téph] 'to pierce!

/totén/ ['to''tén] 'to brace'

voiceless alveolar aspirated stop occurs word finally.

/kit/ ['k'ith] 'to be empty'
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/k/

/?/

(k]

(k"]

[K]

(K]

(7]

(2]

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY
/pondt/ ['pondt tthick'
pono P

voiceless velar unaspirated stop occurs word initially
and medially.

/k3kd- t/ ['k3k9~th] 'short'
/kd" s/ ["k6-s] "to cut'

voiceléss velar aspirated stop occurs word finally.
/pik/ [pikh] 'louse'

/hdkhdk/ ['hokhdk'] 'to boil (food)'

voiceless backed velar unaspirated stop occurs word ini-

'tially and medially in non-stressed syllables whose nu-

clei are filled by high back and mid back vowels.

i/ gy 'pig'

/sikd / ['siku] : 'a festival'
/kd/ ['Fo-] 'to be afloat!
/kd?kd?/ [ko?ko?h] . 'to capsize' |

voiceless backed velar aspirated stop occurs word finally
in non-stressed syllables whose nuclei are filled by mid
back vowel. '

/tdk/ [tok] 'to be dull (not
) sharp'
voiceless unaspirated glottal stop occurs word medially.
/su?su?/ ['sﬁ°sﬁ?h] 'to ring'
/ba?4ds/ ['b3?"455s] 'to aid!'

voiceless aspirated glottal stop occurs word finally.
/mamé?/ ['mﬁmé?h] ~ ['mEmC7h] 'yam'

/mG?/ ["mﬁ°h] 'taro’
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/b/ [b] voiced bilabial fricative occurs word initially and

medially.
/bds/ ['B3s] 'a stone'
/nabih/ [ 'nabix] 'to hit!'

/s/ [s] voiceless alveolar fricative occurs word initially, medial-
ly, and finally.

. /sibde/ ['sTb;-] "moon'
/bésin/ ['bE'"stn] ~ ['bT''stin] 'banana (wild)'
/bos/ ['bos] | 'to arrive!'

/h/ [h] voiceless glottal fricative occurs word initially, medially,
and finally. It occurs initially in all environments, me- -
dially after the low central vocoid and mid and low back
vocoids, and finally after the low central and low back

vocoids.
/hik/ ['hik] ot
/hd1ak/ ['haiak] . ['havak’] 'to sing'
/b3hik/ ['bahikh] 'to finish’
/dhan/ ['Chan] _ 'to be full
(not hungry)'
/sidhat/ ['sfbhéth] 'a blunder!'
/nah/ [nah] 'to chew!'
/ndh/ [ndh] "to cook'

[x] voiceless velar fricative occurs only word medially and
finally. It occurs medially after the front vocoids and
high back vocoids, finally after the front vocoids and high
and mid back vocoids.

/ihd?/ ['Tx6?1] 'to sit’
/kéha?/ ' ['kExé°h] ~ ['kfxé°h] 'oyster!'

/h2hnan/ ['h@xnan] ~ ['h€xnan] "name'’
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/m/

/n/

/1/

[m]

[n]

[11,

/dh3n/ [4x3n]
/nih/ [nix]
/kéh/ [''kéx]
/kah/ [ "k&x]
/htth/ ['hux]
/tdh/ [ t5x]

voiced bilabial nasal occurs
finally.

/mindt/ ['mEndth]
/kamdt/ ['kEmdt]
/ba: tam/ ['ba® tim]

voiced alveolar nasal occurs
finally.

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

~ ["k{x]

~ ['kEx]

word initially,

word initially,

"rain'
'where'!
'to beg'

|d0g'

Tto appoint'

'to play'
medially, and
'old!

'to beckon!

'little!

medially, and

.'people'

'there!

'to assign'

voiced velar nasal occurs only preceding voiceless velar

/na-pan/ ['n2-pan]
/mand/ [ 'mand]
/bastn/ ['ba"stin]
stop.

/kimkwin/ [ 'kunkwin]
/tanks-/ [ tanka- ]

~ ['tﬁqu-]

'to start'

'spider'

voiced alveolar lateral and [¥] voiced alveolar flapped
vibrant occurs word initially and medially in non-

contrastive free variation.

/1ép{s/ ['13"pis]
/kA182/ ['ka18?™]
['karer™]

~ ['¥arpis]

. ['kaitot] -
. ['karioM]

'knife'

'centipede'
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/w/ [w] voiced bilabial rounded non-syllabic vocoid occurs word
initially and medially.

/wa-y&?/ ['wE‘"yé9h] 'wire'
/babwé-/ ['ba"bwh-] .~ ['ba"bwi-]  'to whisper'

/y/ Iyl voiced palatal unrounded non-syllabic vocoid occurs word
initially and medially.

/ya-/ ['ya®) ' _ "lime'
/kytk/ [”kyﬁkh] 'to bear'

3.1.3 Contrasts

/p/ and /b/ contrast in the following identical and‘analogous

environments:
/apuh/ [dpix] 'big!
/abtih/ [ "abux] 'to smell!’
/pasin/ ['pa’sinm] | 'head'
/basiin/ ['b3"stn] 'to assign'
/pahén/ ['pa'"hén] 'to cross'
/bahan/ ['b3han] ‘ 'to hang'

/t/ and /s/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:

/tda?/ ['t6é°h] 'chicken'

/s63”/ ['sBé°h] . 'bone'

/pdtén/ [potan] 'sun'

/kdsan/ [kdsan] 'white sand'

/2t/ ['ﬁth] ~ ['Eth] 'covering of
heart'

/@s/ ['&s] ~ ['Es] 'to burn'

/t/ and /1/ contrast in the following analogous environments:
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/téntn/

/10min/

/até?/
/alé-/

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

'back (a per-
son's back)'

'trunk (tree)'

'who'!

'light (not
heavy) '

/k/ and /?/ contrast in the following identical environments:

/&ké+/
/87&+/

/buk/

/p0?/

['t5''ntn]

['lomn] .~ ['¥omin]
[ateo™] . At
[31e" . ['EL?
[tate-] ['E%Lj]
[oke'] - [Tke]
['8e"] ~ [T
[buk"]

b

'with'
'they'
'short of
breath'
'to patch'

/k/ and /h/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:

/k&?/
/hé?/

- /pako?/
/b&hd?/

/k/
/Gh/

[k&?"] L [k

['he?"] - bt
['paxs?™]

[b3hd?"]

[nﬁkh]
["ﬁh]

|yesv

'to givéf
'spear (for
killing man)'

'to put'

'whimper'

'to smear, to

apply, to
anoint'

/?/ and /h/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:

/&78./
/dhé-/

/ta?/
/tah/

(o] . [T0]
['ﬁxéj] - ['ﬁx:‘]
[ta2"]

[tah]

"they!
'to dam water!

'to suggest'

"meat'
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/b/ and /w/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:
Jatabad/ [tibe)] . [Atdbe] 'this’
/todwe" / [*to"dwe?] .~ ['t5"&wi) 'name of

person'
3.2 Vowels

3.2.1 Work Chart

C O ®
DO
@
®

8 o
8 o

©® 06 O

3.2.2 Description

/i/ [i] voiced high closed front unrounded vocoid occurs word
initially, medially, and f1na11y

/1ho”/ ['ixo“h] ' "to sit!'
/b1h/ ['bix] o 'good'
/mani/ [*mani] 'here'

/i*/ [i°] /voiced high closed front unrounded lengthened vocoid
occurs word initially and finally.

/i-yan/ ['i-ydn] “tfish!
/dkai-/ ['okami-] 'name of
lagoon'

/e/ [e] voiced mid closed front unrounded vocoid and [v] voiced
high open front unrounded vocoid occur word initially and
medially in non-contrastive free variation.

/ép/ e [T 'to see

/kéké-/ 'k‘ks\ ~ ['ka:‘] 'to walk along-
side of!
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/e / [e]

/2] [=]

[&-]

. [a/ . [a]

/a+/ [a-]

/al/ [al]

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

voiced mid closed front unrounded lengthened vocoid and
[t-] voiced high open front unrounded lengthened vocoid
occur word initially, medially, and finally in non-
contrastive free variation.

/8- y32/ [ery3M] . ['oy32"] o
/té-n/ [”téTh] ~ [”thn] 'rucksack'
/babwé. / ['bﬁ"bwéT] ~ ['bE"bw{T] 'whisper'

voiced low front unrounded vocoid and [e] voiced mid open
front unrounded vocoid occur word initially and medially
in non-contrastive free variation.

/2k8?/ ©['Exe?) -~ ['Ek&?M) 'elbow’
/p2?/ [p2°"] - [peo™ 'mango'

voiced low closed front unrounded lengthened vocoid and
[e] voiced mid open front unrounded lengthened vocoid
occur word finally in non-contrastive free variation.

/tanka-/ ['tanké‘] ~ ['tinkéj] - !'spider'

voiced low open central unrounded vocoid occurs word ini-
tially, medially, and finally.

/abth/ [ 'abix] 'to smell’
/kakdk/ ['kaksk'] 'nest
/bind/ ['bIna] , 'to throw'

voiced low open central unrounded lengthened vocoid occurs
word initially, medially, and finally.

Ja-sit/ ['a'”s{th] 'putty’
/baén/ ['ba*"4n] ~ ['pat"én] 'to marry'
/hahna-/ ['hEhné)] 'to go back’

voiced low open central unrounded vocoid gliding to voiced
high closed front unrounded vocoid occurs word medially
only.



TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY | 19

/u/  [u]

/u-/ [u-]

/o/ [o]

/o/ [o-]

/2/ [°]

/207 [o°]

/nd'n/ [‘ﬁain] ' forehead'

/sim4l?/ ['sﬁ"n£1°h] 'son'

voiced high closed back rounded vocoid occurs word initial-
ly and medially.

/thin/ ['T"hin] 'a cold!
Jktma -/ 'kum;) 'sweet potato;

voiced high closed backed rounded lengthened vocoid occurs
word medially and finally.

/bu- témbAmén;/  ['Bud'témbamén] | 'sibling!
('3 "ténbamin]

/ba-nid:/ [‘Eaﬂnidl] : 'to budge'

voiced mid closed back rounded vocoid occurs word initially
and medially.

/Shdp/ ['Bhéph] 'clothes'

/pakd?/ [ 3k69h] 'certain kind
P P ,
of palm tree'

voiced mid closed back rounded lenghtened vocoid occurs
word initially, medially, and finally.

/0°k/ ['Eﬁkh] 'to cry'
/kb6-p/ ["k&-ph] 'bamboo
/biblo*/ ['bibial] >'to Tun'

voiced low open back rounded vocoid occurs word initially
and medially.

/3be/ . ['3be] ~ ['3B1] 'in-laws'

/Bd-n/ ['®4-n] 'village'

voiced low open back rounded lengthened vocoid occurs word
medially and finally.
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/kdBé*/ ['KS‘"bgTj : 'woman'
/vand-/ ['bﬁho?] "to send'
3.2.3 Contrasts

/i/ and /e/ contrast in the following identical and analogous environ-

ments:

/ih/ ["1x] 'an exclama-
tion'

/éh/ ['éx] ~ ["x] 'to be strong'

/pi>/ ["piQh] 'a sore'

/pé&/ , | [pe""] - [pto"] - 'his/hers’

/i+/ and /e*/ contrast in the following identical environments:

/i-yan/ ['Exyén] 'fish'

/& yan/ ['edydn] ~ ["yan] 'a fence'

/bi-/ [bi‘] ' .'tQ throw'

/bé&"/ ['be?] [r6t+] 'dried banana
leafe!

/i/ and /a®/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:

/is/ T'1s] 'to have inter-
course'

/2s/ ['@s] ~ ['Es] 'to burn'

/bih/ ['bix] 'good’

/bah/ [ 'b2x] ~ ['BEX] 'meat’

/i*/ and /@*/ contrast in the following identical environments:
/hi-/ ['hE’] 'to ask'’

/ha+/ ["ha"] ~ ['he*] '"to rub'
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/e/ and /=/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:

/&h/ ["6x] - ["(x] 'to be strong'
/2h/ [3x] - [&x] 'add!

/pét/ ['pé'th] ~ ['p(th] 'to continue’
PRt/ [pEth] - ['peth] 'to hold

/e+/ and /2-/ contrast in the following analogous environments:
/pé-/ ['pe-] - %] 'to bury'

/p2°/ ['p=t] ~ ['pE] 'to sharpen'

/®/ and /a/ contrast in the following identical environments:

/3h/ [2x] ~ [&x] radd"

/ah/ ['ah] . , 'ah!

/p37/ [p2"] - [pe?"] 'a message’
/pd>/ [pa?™] - ' father!

/&*/ and /a*/ contrast in the following identical environments:

/13- / [1=*] ~ ['1eY] . 'long'
['r2}] ~ ['reY]
/1a-/ ['1a}] ~ ['raY] "to smoke (to

~ smoke out)'

/&/ and /o/ contrast in the following identical environments:

/2t/ ['Eth] ~ ['Eth] 'covering of
heart'
/dt/ ' ['Bth] 'to catch!'.

/@+/ and /o+/ contrast in the following anaiogous environments:

/p2-/ ['ﬁ;\] ~ ['pe*] 'bracelet, arm-
let"”

/pd+/ ["p5 ] 'black' *
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/a/ and /o/ contrast in the following identical and aralogous en-

vironments:
/atén/ ['a''tén] 'to bob'
/dton/ ['otdn] 'to arrest, to
stop a moving
_ object!
/pak/ [pékh] 'to be tired'
/p3k/ ['pok™] o'

/a*/ and /o+/ contrast in the following identical and analogbus en-

vironments:
/pa-n/ | [*pa*n] 'bottom'
/bd-n/ . ['bo'n] 'village'
/ma-/ A ['mat] 'all!
/md-/ ['mot] 'to be quiet'

/u/ and /o/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:

/8k/ [”ﬁkh] 'whimper'

/6?/ ['B?h] 'banyan tree'
/ktma -/ ['kﬁm;)] 'sweet potato!
/koma -/ | [kéma)] 'a festival'

/u-/ and /o+/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:
Y.h
/bu-?/ [bu-?"] 'to patch’
/bdn/ “['bon] ' "new'
/xt-/ k&1 ' thorn'
/ké'/‘ [”kgTj tadze'

/u/ and /5/ contrast in the follow1ng identical and analogous en-
vironments:
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/Gh/

/3h/

/bus/

/bds/

['B3s]
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'to smear, to apply,
to anoint'

'smoke'!

'handle (a wooden
spoon'

'a stone'

/u-/ and /o+/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:
/b4-2/
/p3-k/
/pa-/

/pd-/

[bu' 2]
[po*K]
[pl-]
[p5+]

'to patch’
'two'
'paddle (canoe)!

'black'

/o/ and /2/ contrast in the following identical and analogous

environments:
/62/

/3t/

/tdk/

/tdk/

(52"
['5t"]
['tok"]

['15k"]

'banyan tree'
'to catch, to take!
'to embark’

'an egg'

/o+/ and /5-/ contrast in the following identical environments:

/bdn/
/bd+n/
/nd-/
/nd-/

['bS!n]
['bo%n]

['noY]

]

'new' .
'village'
'mosquito’

'to go, to walk'

/i/ and /i</ contrast in the following analogous environments:

/itn/
/i-yan/

[vfnﬁn]

['i-yan]

'a house'

'a fish'
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/e/ and /e-

/a/ ana /a-

/u/ and /u-

/si/
/bi-/

/81813?/

/&-137/

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

"to tear'

'to throw!

['s181872M] - ['T18182M) - tred:
[erera?l] . [T oM |
oM L 1" . thlood!
IR RIS T

['teban ~ ['ttban] 'bed'
['te*ndn] . ['tU'ndn] 'ear’

/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:
/&h/
/a-h/
/batds/

/ba-tds/
/ndsd/
/ndna-/

['3h] tah!

[é?h] 'to scrub'

['batds] to veneer, to
join (by
touching'

['battds] 'to slam'

['n3si] 'go now'

['n3na*] 'go'

/ contrast in the following analogous environments:

/Buk/

/bu-?/
/mand/

/tant-/

[bﬁkh] 'a breath'
[bdl?h] 'to patch'

[ 'mand] 'there!'
['tE”nGT] 'leaf house'

/o/ and /o+/ contrast in the following identical and analogous en-

vironments:
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/8?/ ['57h] 'banyan tree'
/8k/ ['S‘kh] 'to cry'
/ton/ [*ton] 'pipe (bamboo
: water pipe)'
/to°n/ _['fs‘n] 'to throb (heart)'
/ésié/. ' [rasid] 'banyan tree'
" /apide/ ['apigl] 'meat'

/o/ and /o+/ contrast in the following analogous environments:
/bds/ ['B3s] . 'stone'

/b3 -n/ ['b5'n] 'village'

/a/ and Jat/ contrast in the following analogous environments:

/pan/ ['pan] . 'a border'
/pits/ rphis] |  ibittert
/ndh/ [n3h] » 'to chew
/natny ['na¥n] | ' forehead
/sind?/ [sina?"] | 'mother
/stnél?/ ' sEme o ~ 'son

/a+/ and /a'/ contrast in the following analogous environment:

/pa-n/ ['pa‘n] 'bottom'
/péis/ [”ﬁgzz] 'bitter'

3.3 Supra-Segmental Features

3.3.1_ Stress

3.3.1.1 Phonemic Primary Stréss

Phonemic primary Stress/z/incorporates high tone.® It does not"
occur word initially in polysyllabic words and no more than one occur-
rence per word has been observed. It most commonly occurs word final-
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ly. Some words have no primary stress.

Monosyllabic word patterns:

/tk/
/pt/
/mi?/
/p2/
/bd/

[nﬁkh]
["pd]
['méo™]

['pZ] ~ ['pE]

- ['0]

Disyllabic word patterns:

Julds/.
/s&k4>/
/ihtn/

/kamot/

['514s] - ['EEs)
['se"k4?™] [ sTRAP™
[Ixin]

['kamdt"]

Trisyllabic word patterns:

/pdpihik/
/dntnin/

/tankékbd -/

[ 'pupdrxtk]

['T"'néntin]

['tinkékbo) ~ ['tﬁnkikb;l]

Quadrisyllabic word patterns:

/bakukula?/
/3kokb16h/
/bl témbamén/

/pOko?kdban/

['bakikind?™] - [BEkdkE")

['5kd'"kb10x] ~ ['3kd"ké¥ox]

['bu* "témbamén ]

3

['pokd?kéban] ~ ['poko?koben]

Quinsyllabic wordlpatterns:

/ba-kbémpdpd?1a?/

['Baw”kémp5p57la°h]
['bai"kémpspsvféoh]

['bu'témbamin]
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'to whimper'
'canoe paddle’
'taro'
'bracelet’

'bench'

'rope'
lb0y|
'nose!

'to beckon'

'a wave'
'to assemble'!

'bee!

'a bend'
'bedroom’
'sibling'

'bastard'

'name of
village'



TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY ' 27

/batdtopind -/ ['bitétépinoj] : 'to arrange'
/tépdminini?/ ['tprmémé”n{?h] ~ o 'name of

1 1
['tTpéméné"n{?h] village

3.3.1.2 Non-phonemic Secondary Stress
Non-phonemic secondary stress {'"Jincorporates mid tone. It oc-
curs wa;d initially. It can be thought of as an allophone of non-

stress/};

Disyllabic word patterns:

/tamik/ ['tﬁ”mékh] _ 'to be sad'

/nabth/ [ 'nabix] ‘ 'to hit!

Trisyllabic word patterns:

/asimd/ . ['asi'md] 'cucumber'

/bakitd/ ['ba"kits] - ~ ['pEKItT] ant!

3.3.1.3 Phonemic Non-stress

Phonemic non-stress ' incorporates mid-tone when follow1ng a
primary stressed syllable and a low tone elsewhere.

- Trisyllabic word patterns:

/kokéndn/ ['k5'"kondn ] 'liver'

/batanin/ ['batd'nin] 'black palm'

Quadrisyllabic word patterns:

/bapitimd?/ ['bi”p{tImé?h] 'to baptise'
/bamamakds/ [ 'bamamad"'kis] "to blink'

3.3.1.4 Tone

The tone on all long vowels tends to glide down. This is more
evident in words of three syllables or less. Words with four or more
syllables tend to have relatively shorter vowels.



28 : ‘ TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

Monosyllabic word patterns:

/Kb / ["k5- ] | tadze!
/ké+p/ k5Pt 'bamboo'

Disyllabic word patternS'

/pa-pd/ _ ['pa*"pé] ~ ['pa‘"pé] 'uncle!

/kd-Bb:/ ['kS‘"bo-] 'woman '

Trisyllabic word patterns:

/18-pakd-/ ['10*pako-] ['YoYpako-] 'bush rat'

/b3kd-pé?/ ['baka"pé2l] ['bakal'pt?"]  'caterpillar'

Quadrisyllabic word patterns:

/bu- témbamén/ ['bU:"tombamén] ~ ['bu‘'témbamin] 'sibling'
/kikasilé:/ , ['kikésilé!] ['kikésiltﬁ] 'yellow'
[vkakasiie?] ['kakésih‘-]

4.3.2 Intonation

Four phonetically distinguishable intonation contours have been
observed. The contours are of the level and register types between
syllables The register type indicates a change of relative pitch
measuring one step.

The high point of the intonation tends to coincide with the pitch
of the syllable ordinarily stressed in that particular word, if it is
stressed.

(a) Intonation contours occurring sentence final:
—Jf" Rise Interrogative (yes)
/kén si-kinkitn-6— ha-/

you fut-write-you.pl query word
'You will write, won't you?'
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-7\ Rise and Fall Interrogative (yes, no)

a—N
/hiktd nit-ém- éh/
not know-you.pl-repeated v plus /h/
'Don't you know?'

Level Declarative

/& to-én a kobe? koman iUn pa-tanidn/
he is-digging obj.mrkr. hole inside house instr.mrkr.-stick
'He is digging a hole inside the house with a stick.'

(b) Intonation contours occurring sentence initial:

Ry N Fall__;l_ifterrogative (yes)
/ha- &té? wveh ku?/

query.word person this pig
'This person is a pig, isn't he.'

{7__ Fall Imperative
/pnton-a néd?/

Iisten-imper.mrkr. me
'Listen to me.'

Three phonemically contrastive intonation contours may be p051ted:
interrogative, declarative, and imperative.

The interrogative is manifested by three phonetically distinguish-
able intonation contours. Two occur sentence final and they are of
the register type: a rise and a rise and fall. One occurs sentence
initial and is of the register type: a fall. Both the rising con-
tours sentence final and the falling contour sentence initial incor-
porate the query word /ha-/ which expects an affirmative answer. The
rise and fall contour sentence final incorporates the repetition of
the vowel in the final syllable of the sentence and adding the pho-
neme /h/. It expects an answer either in the affirmative or the
negative.

The declarative is manifested by one phonetically distinguishable
intonation contour occurring sentence final. It is of the level type.

The imperative is manifested by one phonetically distinguishable
intonation contour occurring sentence initial. It is of the register
type: a fall. The imperative contour also incorporates the 1mpera-
tive marker /nd -~ a&/.
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DISTRIBUTION
4.1 General Distribution of CV Patterns
4.1.1 1In the Syllable
The nucleus of a Tinputz syllable consists of a single vowel with

optional onset and/or coda. The following CV patterns occur in the
syllable.7

v ' /a-/ 'yes'

Ve /2s/ 'to burn'
cv /si/ 'to tear!'
CvC /nok/ 'to do'
ccv /t1d-/ 'cabinet'
ceve /k1ts/ rall!

The V, VC, CV, CVC, and CCVC syllable patterns occur word ini-
tially, medially, and finally.

v /4.14s/ ‘ 'a fool!
/ba.6.ndt/ 'agreement'
/pi.é:/ "to blow'

vC - /3t.16m/ 'to intercept'
/td.3p.11.k3?/ : 'an African'
/8.8h/ 'soil!

Ccv v /ps.ét/ 'to be ashamed'
/ba?.na.dp/ 'to alarm'
/bd.no-/ 'to send'

cve /bit.bls/ 'to beget'
/bé-EéE:Pén/ 'to fast!'
/ba.bu?2/ 'to drop'’

CcvC /swa?.pl./ ' fog!
/4.pwén.pwan.hé/ 'when'
/ba.ta.mytdh/ 'a bend!'

The CCV syllable pattern occurs word initially and finally only.
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CCv

4,1.2 In the Word

/kwe.13+/

/ba.ba.bwé/
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'bamboo!

'to be boisterous!

The word may consist of from one to five syllables. Following
are some examples of syllable combinations that have been observed.

Monosyllébic words: (see examples, Section 4.1.1)

'Disyllabic¢ words:

V.V
V.VvC
“V.CV
V.CVC
V.CCVC
VC.CVC
Cv.v
Cv.VvC
Cv.Cv
Cv.CvC
Cv.CCv
CV.CCVC
CvC.Cv
CvC.CvC
CvC.ccvC
CCv.Cv
CCvC.VvC
CCvC.Ccv

CCvC.CVvC

/6.é-/
/&.5m/
/6.16+/
/&.mdm/
/i.hyltk/
/3t.10m/
/pe.o-/
/mé.an/
/kt.ma-/
/nd.ban/
/pi.syl-/
/ba.kwan/
/bit.bi-/
/nin.bin/
/pik.pyik/
/kwd. 13-/
/bwd?.zn/
/swi?.pi-/
/kwa?.mén/

'coconut'

'you (pl)'

'a fence'

'we (excl.)'
'bamboo'

'to intercept'
'plenty!
'tongue’
'sweet potato’

'bird'

'to plant'

'to hidef

'to go around'
'between'

'to lie'

'"bamboo'

'to bear (fruit)’
' fog!

tgirl!
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Trisyllabic words:

V.V.CvC
V.CV.V
V.CvV.VC
| V.CV.CV
V.CV.CvC
V.CVC.CVC
VC.CV.VC
VC.CV.CVC
CV.V.éV
CV.V.CVC
Cv.Cv.v
Cv.Cv.VC
Cv.Cv.Cv
CV.CV.CVC
Cv.Cv.CCcv
Cv.Cv.CCVC
CvV.CVC.CV
CV.CvC.CVC
CvC.Cv.v
CvC.CV.VC
CvC.CV.Cv
CVvC.Cv.CVC
CvC.CvC.Cv

CCV.V.CVC

/i.0.ba?/
/a.t1.3/

/A.nd.&h/
/4.si.mb/

/&.1&.13%/

_/&.ko7.mon/

/3an.td.én/
/an.ke. 187/
/pi.a.td/
/b3.3.n3t/
/pa.né.d-/
/b3.pd.4n/
/ba.pé.pe-/
/ba.td. tdp/
/bd.ba.bwé-/
/ba.bu.lyah/
/ki.kdk.ni/
/bd.pén.pén/
/ndp.sd.2-/
/b4%2.nd.3p/
/pap.mid.td-/
/pds.kd.1én/

/tan.kék.bd/

/kwi.d.nin/
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'bush fowl'
'that'

'to wait'
'cucumbef'
'red'

'ankle'
'ample'
'angel'

'sago palm branch'
'agreement'
'breadfruit'
talright!

'to cicatrize'
'a bat'

'to be boisterous!
'to breathe'
'to be sharp!’
'to fast'
'army"

'to alarm'
'right handed'
'shoulder’
'bee'

'name of village'
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CCVC.CV.CVC

Quadrisyllabic words:

Jkwd? . wé.té?/

V.CV.CV.VC /u.14.10. an/

V.CV.CV.CVC : /3¢

.kd.ké.10h/

V.CCvVC.CCvC.CV /4.pwén.pwan.hé/

CV.V.CV.VC /ba
CV.V.CV.CV /ba
CV.V.CV.CVC /ba
CV.CV.V.CV /si.
CV.CV.V.CVC /ha.
CV.CV.CV.V . /bA.
CV.CV.CV.VC /ta
CV.CV.CV.CV /ka
CV.CV.CV.CVC /ba.

CV.CV.CVC.CVC /b3
CV.CVC.CV.V /td
CV.CVC.CV.CVC /mi

Quinsyllabic words:

Cv.CV.CV.CV.V /ké
CV.CV.CV.CV.CV /ba
CV.CV.CV.CV.CVC /té
CV.CVC.CV.CVC.CVC /ba

CVC.CVC.CV.CV.V.

.2.s1.3n/
.0.td.td-/
.&.18.1a%/
11.4.pd3+/
bi.d.mdh/
bd.sd.&-/
.td.pé.o?/
.kd.si.1&+/
t5.td.pin/
.ba.ba?.1op/
.13h.14.3-/

.him.pd. td?/

4

.ké.13.bd.1-/
.td.td.pi.nd-/
.pé.mé.né.n{?/

.. kém.pd.pd?.14%/

/K3 .pa?.pa.nd. -/
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"boy'

'to pity'
'bedroom’
'when'

'to amuse’

'to adore!

'to bleed'
'name of tree'
'near (very)'
'to argue’
'yellow'
'yellow'

'to adjust’
'to flicker'
'nut tree (edible)’

'name of person'

'a bat!

' 'to arrange'

'name of village'
'name of village'

'name of village'
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4.2 Specific Distribution of the Phonemes

4.2.1 Occurrence Restrictions of Phonemes within Syllable Types

\') All vowels except /al/
vC Vowels: /i/, e/, 1=/, Ja/, la-/, [u/, [o/, [0/, /o]
Consonants: All consonants except /b/, /1/, /w/, and /[y/
cv Consonants: All consonants except /?/
Vowels: All vowels except /a*/
CVC Consonant 1: A1l consonants except /?/
Vowel: All vowels except /a+/

Consonant 2: Ali consonants except /b/, /w/, and /y/

CCv  The following are the only consonant combinations found in this
syllable: /py/, /t1/, /kw/, /bw/, /sy/, and /hy/.
Vowels: /i/, /i), le/, /e-/, /al, [a*/, /u/, [u-/, [o/,
) /fo*/, and /o-/

CCVC The following are the only consonant combinations found in this

syllable: /pl/, /pw/, /py/, /t1/, /tw/, /X1/, /kw/, /[bw/, /[sw/,
/hy/, /ly/, and /my/.

Vowels: /i/, /e/, /a/, [/u/, and /o/
Consonants: /t/, /x/, /?/, /s/, /h/, and /n/

4,2.2 Vowel Sequences in the Word
The vowels /i/, /e/, /e-/, /a/, /a*/, /u/, and /o/ are the only

vowels that have been observed as the first vowel in VV clusters with-
in the word.

/i/ may be followed by /a/, /a‘/, /u/, /u-/, [o/, [o-/, />/, and

[/

/ia/  /bipidh/ ['ba.pi.ah] 'to raise’
Jias) /kdbia- ['ka.bi.al] 'rat!
/iu/  /itn/ | ['1."n] 'house'
/iu+/ /ba-nid-/ ['bar.ni.l}-] 'to budge'

/io/  /sidnén/ ['sT.6."nén] ~ ['s1.d."n{n] tskin'
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v -
Jio+/ /tid-/ ['tI.0°] 'to spit'
/io/  /sidhat/ ['s1.5.hat] " 'a blunder'
Jio+/ /taside/ ['tﬁ."si.g\] 'part of something'

/e/ may be followed by /z/, /a*/, /o], [0/, and /o].

e/ /é2n/ ['e.2n] ~ ['e.8n] 'you (sing.)
“ - ['T.2n] ['T.én]
/ea*/ /kéa-/ ['ké.é)] ~ ['kT.;)] ~ 'brother'
/eo/  /1&8s/ [t1élos] ~ ['1T.8s5] -~ 'name of plantation'
['¥e.ds] ~ ['TT.0s]
/eo+/ /péd-/ ['pE.o?] ~ ['pT.ol] 'plenty’
/ed/  /pédm/ ['p€.dm] ~ ['p?.dm] 'your (pl)*

/e-/ may be followed by /u/..

Je-u/ [k&-Gs/ ['ket."8s] ~ ['Ki}."Gs] 'baby !

/a/ may be followed by /i-/, /e/, /&/, /u/, /o/, and /[5/.

Jai-/ /dkal-/ ['B.kéJ;T] ‘ 'name of lagoon'
/ae/  /paéh/ ['pa.éx] ~ ['pE.Lx]. 'one'

Jaz/ /ma2/ ['ma.2] ~ ['ma.é] 'to be hungry'
Jau/  /eak?/ ['b3. 32" 'a flare'

/ao/  /tabp/ ['tE."éph] 'adhésive tape'
/ad/  /nadp/ ['nE.éph] 'to fear'

/a+/ may be followed by /o/.

/a*o/ /ta-o/ ['t;1;6] 'a mumu'

/u/ may be followed by /i/, /i</, /e/, /e*/, and /a/.

/ui/  /niit/ ['nﬁ."ith] 'to strip ‘(bowels
of dead animals)'
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Jui-/ /hui-/ [*hi."i-] : 'to peel'
/ue/  /1luén/ ['14. ¢n] ~ ['1T.in] . 'water'
['TU.én] ~ ['YU.in]
\ | _
Jue:/ [sué-/ ['stu.e-] ~ ['stu.u® 'to say'
/ua/ /puat/ [‘pﬁ.éth] 'to leak'

Jo/ may be followed by /e/, /e /, le+/, /a/, and Ja*/.

/oe/  /deh/ ['o.&x] ~ ['3.01x] 'soil!
Joe+/ [o&-/ ['E.e)] ~ ['B.Ll] 'coconut!
Joz+/ [s&b-/ ['sE.'é;T] ~ ['56.'4:3 'to be strong'

5 UNSOLVED ISSUES
5.1 Vowel Length

We would like to reduce the vowel phonemes from fifteen to eight.
But so far we have not been able to predict lenghtened vowels. With
more data, especially from texts, this issue could possibly be re-
solved. :

5.2 Stress

Stress as outlined in this paper has been analysed while working
with only one language helper. We will need to check the data with
several others from Tsisiko Village and also with other villages in
the language area. The man who helped with the analysis stated that
in at least two other villages the stress patterns were different in
the same words. '

5.3 Previous Orthography

Some translation work has been done by Catholic Mission leaders.
We understand this translation is mostly in the area of a dictionary
and catechism lessons. To our knowledge these materials have not been
published.
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6 ORTHOGRAPHY

6.1 Suggested Orthography

CONSONANTS

‘Phoneme Allophones Orthographic

' Symbol
/p/ (] [p"] P
It/ (1] €1 t
/x/ SIS Y k
/2/ (21 2" '
/®/ (k] v
/s/ [s] s
/h/ [h]  [x] h
/m/ [m] m
/n/ [n] - [n] n
/1/ [1] [¥] 1
Jw/ [w] W
/y/ [yl y

VOWELS

/i/ [i] i
/i</ [i-] i:
/e/ le] [4] e
/e-/ fe-] [v-] e:
/2/ [] [e] N
/al . (a] a
/a*/ | [a-] a:
/at/ [a'] ai
v/ [u] u
/u-/ [u-] u:
/o/ [o] 0
o/ o] o:
/2/ [2] 3
/o-/ - [o-] o:
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Phoneme

Length

Stress

Non-stress

Declarative

sentence

Imperative
sentence

Interrogative
sentence

/+/

/"7

/./

/./

/?/

TINPUTZ PHONOLOGY

SUPRA-SEGMENTAL PHONEMES

Allophones Orthographic
Symbol
v

Occurs on all vowels
ex ept the vowel glide
/al/

1 !
Primary stresé and
high pitch

'] )
Secondary stress and
mid pitch

['] Low pitch

[—//]

Level contour and
pause sentence final .

[// /ma ~ &/ 1

Falling contour plus
the imperative marker
/nd . &/ and pause
sentence initial

[ /ha-/ //] ?

Rising contour plus the
query word /ha°/ and
pause sentence final

[ v+/h/ /)]

Rise and fall contour
plus repetition of
vowel in final syllable
of sentence, addition
of phoneme /h/ and
pause sentence final

[// /h&-/ ]

Falling contour plus the
query word /ha / and pause
sentence
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6.2 English Words as Pronounced by Vernacular Speakers

English Tinputz
nail /ni/
post /pS:s/
hammer /hami'/
wire /wa:yh'/
salt /so:/
rice /laes/
battery /patli'/
motorbike /motop€k/
motor car /motoka:/
tractor /tlakta'/
truck /tlak/
guitar /kita'/
choir /kwea'/
bread /plet/
brush /plas/
school /sikd:/
lolly J181i'/
government /kavman/
council /kansdl/
anchor /anka'/

6.3 Sample Text

Phonetic Transcription: mdm tobamitdp bolém pamamoex

Orthographic Transcription: mom tovamatop volem pamamoeh

Literal Transcription: we are.ready finish pl.everything
tah "k1ds lakah kﬁlJ‘ td'anddx '15  kdndm a'ndY// mdm
tah klus lakah kulu: toanoeh lo konem ano:. mom

something all very now are.wait just and.we to.go we
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s;!'tikéh koka'toyotd?  Upin kobama® mdm kémdm  'no® 'po?ém//
se:takah kokatoyota' upun kovama' mom kemom no:po'em.

fut.dawn and.the.Toyota get and.is.come us then.we go.are.we

sé"nB‘ ks kodbém  bax pahindn td'bIx A'nd>* 1ikdh

se:no: keés kovem  vEéh pahanan tovih  and: lakah

fut.go probably will.we because the.road is.good to.go very

kului// 1etyd? k1‘111;l 'peld 'pudkwa? 1ped? késinania//

kulu:. e:y0' kulu: pela puakwa' peo' kesinania.
Tiow I now with two.child my  and.mother.her
\ ) 1 AL - —_ gAY = \ I'4
mdm se* 'no’ kobdsém 'Ponlis k&'te?éném  'n@n  ké'sip  pahan
mom se:no: kovosem Ponus kote'enem nén kosip pahan

we fut.go and.arrive.we Bonus and.stay.we there and.ship cross

imdm// mdm 'mo‘ém 'Kamdlad? ko'Ixd?&ném kd'andéxéném pa'palis//

amom. mom nd:em Kamalau' koiho'enem koanoehenem papalus.

to.us we go.we Kamalau and.sit.we and.wait.we for.airplane

3 - —
“mdm sélkés ®°n témé'taé‘n se?'tolélé no* kobdén ma?
mom se:keés €:n tamata€:n se:tolala no: kovoen ma'

we fut.probably eat pl.food fut.European go and.buy come

Y
'Sinatatin kémdm e-n kas// 'hik tanat  kond?//
Sinataun kemom €:n kés. hik tanat kono!'.

Chinatown then.we eat probably not to.know and.I

tése!”kfx 'paluls se«'bU? ma? "kix "BU?

tase:keh palus se:vu' ma' kéh vu'

something. fut.almost vairplane fut.land come almost land

ks pad'wan 6k1dk  kas 'ke? 'tudlf okldk  'hik
kés pawan okldk k€s ke' tuglf oklok hik

probably at,one o'clock probably or twelve o'clock not
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tindtnd?// kémdm  'tokpd®  k&'nd} 13kdh kdbém// se) 1Y
P

tanatno'.  kemom tokpo' kono: lakah kovem. se:no:

to.know.I  then.we to.on.now and.go very will.we fut.go

- — —_ 3
kd'no* 1akdh kobém patdm  4'le®  'palds se-mindnd-

kono: lakah kovem patém ale: palus se:minono:

and.go very will.we the.time is.long airplane fut.tired.walk

pihindn td'bElo-// se-kén 13kihén pikdkdnd  'ENA® parnd

pahanan tovalo:. se:kon lakahen pakukdna aua' pano:

the.road is.far fut.get very.it for.three.? hour to.go

pémdm// kd'no* ks ko'bG?  kas pad

pemom. kon6: k€s kovu! kés pad

poss.nmrkr.us and.go probably and.land probably at.there

'ne” séi'an k&s a'tand? papdtdn// ‘'hik tandt  kono®//
ne' se:nok kés atana' papotan. hik tanat kono'.
it fut.make probably at.four on.sun not to.know and.I

'sTndp  kdbé setmdm bds  13kih kbém  'TKAlampd?// 'tE”

sinup kove se:mom vos lakah kovem. Ukalampa'. te'!

tomorrow will fut.we arrive very will.we Ukarumpa stay

'po?éném 'mém  'hik tandt bah kﬁlu)n67// 'no' 'koman

po'enem nem hik tanat vah kulu:no'. no: koman
are.we there not to.know around now.I go yet

A | ‘ ‘ —_— 1 = by by A -
k&k kilu- se<'t€? ba'bixndn kémdm bds 'po’n2n//  'hik
k€k kulu: se:te' vavihnon kemdm vos po'nén. hik

will now fut.stay is.good.it then.we arrive are.there not

)] .
tindt bah kilu'nd?// hanadn ks td'bIxéndn k&? 'atid
tanat vah kulu:no'. hanan kés - tovihenon Egj atia

to.know around now.I road probably is.good.it what what
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'hik tandt stk  kdnd?// '€2 3"kdk kulu® 'sI?d 'med?
hik tanat suk kono!. e' akik  kulu: §i}§_ neo'
not to.know follow and.I it but now little.part me

5;1'5641 ba'ondt// 'sinlp séilb? '56;! 'améxd//

se:soe: vaonot. sinup se:10' soe: ameho.

L: fut.say is.enough tomorrow fut.I say another.part

'hIkp6°én//
0: hikEo'gg.
L: that.is.all

Free Translation:

'We have everything ready and are just waiting now to go. The Toyota
is coming to get us at dawn and we will go. We will probably go be-
cause the road is very good now. I (along with) my two children and
their mother (will go). We will go and arrive at Bonus and stay
there (until) the ship comes across (the passage) and carries us
across. We will go to Kamalau and sit and wait for the.airplane. We
will probably eat food (which) the European will go and buy (at)
Chinatown. I don't know. The airplane will probably come and land
at about twelve o'clock or one o'clock I don't know. Then we will go
on (the airplane) and go. We will go a long time (because) the air-
plane will have a far road to go. It (airplane) will go for three
hours. It will probably land there (Ukarumpa at four o'clock. I
don't know. We will arrive at Ukarumpa tomorrow. We are staying
~there (I think) I don't know now. (If) it is good (when) we arrive
there we will stay. I don't know now. The road will probably be
good to follow I don't know. I have talked enmough now. I will say
more tomorrow. That is all.'

ABBREVIATIONS
excl. exclusive
fut. future
imper.mrkr. imperative marker
instr.mrkr. instrument marker
obj.mrkr. - object marker
pl. plural
poss.mrkr. possessive marker

sing. singular
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NOTES

! More grammatical analysis needs to be done before the word stem can
be properly identified. In this paper "word" will be used to mean
either 'word' or 'stem'.

2 please refer to Section 3.3.1.2.
3 Please refer to Section 3.3.1.1.

* Word final vowels tend to be longer than the same phoneme elsewhere.
Vowels are relatively shorter in long words than they are in short
words.

® In phonemic transcription in this paper the symbol ’ is used for
primary stress. In publications primary stressed syllables will be
marked.

® In phonemic transcription in this paper the symbol ‘' is used for
non-stress. In publications non-stressed syllables will be unmarked.

7 Syllable divisions (indicated by a dot on the line) occur after
every vocoid except those vocoids that are followed by the final con-
sonant of the word or by a CC cluster. In the case of a vocoid fol-
lowed by a CC cluster, the syllable break occurs between the two con-
sonants with the exception when the second member of the cluster is a
semivowel and the first member of the cluster is not a voiceless
glottal stop. - :





