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Organised Phonology Data

Yessan-Mayo Language [YSS] (New name: Yamano)
Ambunti District— East Sepik Province
Sepik Ramu Phylum; Tama Stock-Level Family
Population census: 995 (2000 census)
Major villages: Yessan, Mayo, Kumbawei, Baku, Kauyabei
Linguistic work done by: ~ SIL
Data checked by: Foreman/Marten (Feb 2003), Marten/Meinander (Sep 2004)

Phonemic and Orthographic Inventory
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Iw/  voiced labial-velar approximant
/™b/  prenasalized bilabial plosive .
/*d/  prenasalized alveolar plosive
P9/ prenasalized velar plosive
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/"g¥/ prenasalized labialized velar plosive
/k*!  voiceless labialized velar plosive
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'spear’

‘upper arm'
"liver'
‘termite spec'
‘raw/not ripe'

‘play’
‘shoot'
‘bat type'

‘close’

'tree’
'sincerely’

ate
'to sew'

'to do something on one’s
own accord'

‘ear’

'tomorrow'

'victory plant'
'Shining Flycatcher'
‘man’
'string bag'
‘there’
‘soon’
‘count’

‘type of fruit'
butterfly'
‘eel spec’
‘bow'

‘female lesser Bird of Paradise'
‘child' )

‘will make'

‘to be close'

‘breadfruit shoot'

‘half coconut shelf'
'fire'
‘holding it down'

'setting something down'
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‘termite’
‘holding it down'
‘pull tight'
‘banyan tree'

‘count’
Ibi g'

‘snake'
‘small'
‘navel'
'boiling food'
lfro gl

‘hand’

vgravel

‘ground’

‘to be disappointed’

'fire’

‘hair'
'water'

'to be close’

'to kill by hitting/beating’

'bat spec'

'home village'
'noisy'

‘untie’

‘having diarrhea’

‘Sulphur-crested Cockatoo’
‘small pieces’
‘something'

'to pick up one at a time'

‘mushroom’
‘long'
‘husks’

‘very good'
'to make or become well'
'to be disappointed'
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Yessan-Mayo OPD
}  yam ‘banana’
yersiyam 'fell down'
ekeya 'yes'
yow ‘enough'
Vowels
u
I
€
o

voiced close front unrounded vowel with
egressive lung air

iys iys ‘calling a dog'

liyp ‘moon’

kiykiy ‘little bat'

kwiybo ‘cutting up'

voiced mid-centralised close front unrounded
vowel with egressive lung air

setate 'greeting’
tektebo 'get dark'

se ‘intestines/feces'
pete ‘will hit'

rep 'those two'

voiced close-mid front unrounded vowel
with egressive lung air

ei ‘lime'

eip ‘basket'

mei ‘hole’

okneil ‘water reflection’'

voiced open-mid unrounded vowel with
egressive lung air

ege §ibo  ‘resting'

pere ‘canoe’

ekere ‘bush rat’

voiced close central unrounded vowel with
egressive lung air
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keryen ‘important person'

ikya ‘way up there'
kiti 'meat’

wuri ‘one'

tibo ‘pouring water'

voiced close-mid central unrounded vowel
with egressive lung air

ek ‘then’
tebo ‘calling’
le ‘eye’
tame 'man’

voiced open central unrounded vowel with
egressive lung air

ake ‘house’

nak 'sago palm

nugwape ‘'many'

gesatebo  'being stingy’

voiced close back rounded vowel with
egressive lung air

uweiwai  'way down below'
tukruwte  ‘put it'

tuw 'torch’

voiced mid-centralised close back rounded
vowel with egressive lung air

ukya ‘up there'

gul ‘knee’

powu 'female Eclectus Parrot’
tuma ‘talk/words'

Yessan-Mayo OPD Printed: October 29, 2004

voiced open-mid back rounded vowel with sl oi 'hey'
egressive lung air kupoibo ‘rotting'

1. +
omyen ,ﬁSh \ anepoi ‘companion’
sopo snake

0mowo 'mosquito’

ou ou ‘claypot'
oub ‘clothing’
Vowel glides: /ai/ faw/  /oi/  low/  fow/ bour 'Zoe Imperial Pigeon'
mou 'rain’
ai - wai ‘wait'
naibo  'fighting' su ow sago grub
wurbai  'the mind' owyi ‘grandparent’
towri ‘a time'
ou rau ' small tree species' sow ‘star"
tauryen ‘boy'

kapelau ‘short'

Suprasegmentals (tone, stress, length)

In a word, either the first syllable or the first syllable containing /o/ is stressed.

Syllable Patterns
v a 'food’ e.ge 'rest’
vC am ‘ate’ ek 'then’

Ccv ma 'where'

akwun.bo 'swallow'

uk.ya 'up there'

ma.te 'net bag'  gu.ro.bo 'bird spec.’
hakw.bo 'having diarrhea’

CVC  gur 'descendants’
mer.ge.get ‘bit s of rubbish that falls down'

ras.te 'will put'  lo.bet.bo 'holding mouth closed'
liyp 'moon’

Conventions: Phonological
/k/ can be pronounced either voiced or voiceless word medially.

g/, /bl and /°d/ are voiceless syllable or word finally.
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