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. IAMALELE PHONEMICS

Introduction

The lamalele language is a Melanesian language of
the Dobu language fauily. There are approxzimately 2,600
speakers inhabiting much of the western half of Fergusson
Island in the D'Entrecasteaux greup in the Milne Bay

District of Papuas Although Dobu 1is the official chmurch

language, and a lingua franca for the D'Etrecasteaux

‘Islands, Buaidoga (Goodenough Is«) is far more widely used

it Dbeing ‘closer cognate te Iamalele than Dobus

A good mumber of people are literate in Dobu and
Bwaldoga, and thess have made the transition to Iamelele,
There 1s a printed Bible and hyans in Dobu, and hymns in
Bwaidogae The village pastors teach the local children
in Jamalele ar Bwaidoga whichever is their first language.

The data 2r this paper was collected during twelve
months residence in Haie village. from Decembsr '8 to
October '70 including Pour separate periods. A variety
of informants of all ages, and both sexes was used mostly
from the area immediztely associated with Maie,

¢
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3¢ CGutline of Phonemes
3el. Ghart of Phonemes

Consonants

Labial Alveolar Velar Glottal
8tops 71 | t k k¥ 'y ¥
va b WY d
Fricatives V1 £ £° 8 |
Y4 v | g
Hhsais m o n
Lateral - 1
Semi~voceids W ¥
L Front Gentral Back
High i u

Low e ” a

(The symbols /£/, /V/y /¥, /&/y /V/, /&/, /a/ and /u/ are
aot the true ﬁho&etic norms, but are used for simplification
throughout this papers 8@9.5.1.3,, and 5e2+2+ for phonetiec
- descripticns} -
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32, Gontrastive Features |

| co}ﬁaenants contrast as to manner of artioculation
betwaen vo:l.eed and voiceless stops and fricat:l.vas; nasalss
a lateral; and semi~véeoids. There is labialisation of
labial, velar and glottal steps; voiceless labial fricativey
and labial nasal, Contrast as to place of articulatien
ocours, in voiceless stops at alveolar, velar and glottal
positionsy in voiced stops, voieeless fricatives, nasala
and semi-vogoids at labial and alveolar positions; in
volced fricatives at labial and velar positionse

Vowels contrast vertically as to high and low

tongue positionse ' The high vowels contrast as to front and
back tongue positions. The lovw vowels contrast as to
front, can.tral and back tongue ’positiqns.
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Ay ‘Intaggretatg,on

4,1, The status of 1tems ch be either consonant
SF

fhe high vocoids 71/ and /u/ are interpreted as
vovels vhen they carry the peak of syllabacity in the
syllable in uhich they osours |
/' avis ['3va] ‘matt
_/dinﬂ.zala/ [ain2gala]  ‘centipede’
 /tutulina/  [tutdline)  'payback®
/uw (2tu] 'revenge
/ ‘aloga/ [N_;_oga] | *eel! |

They are mterpratad as consonants when they occur
in eonaonant poaitions in the syllable, 1.0. between
vomla or :m!.tially before vowels, and do not carry the
peak of syllabacity. (as a consonant, /y/ has a pronounced
fricative qualitys 8ee 5s:1¢2+ description of consonants).

/'ayaneys/ [ ‘ayineyel ‘underneath’
/4'ioyo/ (1'2cy0] ‘he swinga'
/yayv/ - [yayal 'casuarina tree’
/klayovana/ [kiaydvanal 'bend!

/waka/ | (vwiial boat?

/veve/ (vavel tpig*

/ tatvabu/ [ *aivabul ‘chief?

/sosowana/ [s083wanal *happy*
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Le2¢ Status of items be either sequence o
Ye2e1, Labialised consonants are interpreted as a wnit G
for the following reasons,
(1) Iaterpretation as GOV sequence would introduce
consonant clusters and there are mome others
in the languages
(2) Iaterpretation as Cu¥ would introduce downglides
/va/ end /us/ ubich would be extremely limited
m the:u' diatrimtion, of :I.ow functional value
uhen g:u.des are not a roaturo of the hnmo
(3) There 1s contrast between CifV and CU¥, as ing

/ tab’ana/ [tabwana] *top®
/bubualin/ [bublaka]l ~ tstorchouse'
/malig [ma11] ‘arnlet’
/mala/. (mdalal. 'baby's vomit'
Sy [kudla] 'type of tabu
/imaala/ [xdalal 'break open'

/"a%aVey  [twdtvatval 'ép‘ec;as of ant!
/yaituatue/ - [yaitudtual 'tangle*
/talatVes/ [talafwea) tout_yam iate

‘ ‘amau ) ] ¢
/faedi/ [fdedt] ‘many*® proces
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(4) These ave the equivaleant of the five labialised
Gonsonants which oceur in the Dobu, Kiriwina, and
Murav languages, vhere they have been proven
phonenmically to be single unit phonemes.

%e242, Yowel sequences are interpreted az:separate syllables

for the following reasons,

(1) There are no single syllable words, thereforep

/ted/ [ta1]
/ toea/ {t3a]
/. 87 (i)
Jdiaw/ [au]
/1ecet/ [2am]
/des/ {adu]
/7840e8/ [vl0al

/9aeic0eW/ {wdieu]

"fire"

"wash®

fiyeevil®

tfork®

"goodbye"

Bpaft®

"eloud®
"ocasuarina tree®

(2) There is potenetial stress placement on all .vewal
positions, and stress is predictable, therefore

non~phenenice (866 5ele)
/'walasute/  [‘'waluta)
/lasl.any [tasiam]

/va.aga/ [vBagal]
/vu.aging/ [vulginal

Rtugh fowl"
”teday“
ofyuith
"its fruith
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.3
| length, 80 are not interpreted as glides or units.

/ivesieasi/  [iveslai] "lessen" . |
/titueasuns/ [tubudunal  “young man®
/ki.aeegala/ [kiadgalal —  “break"

All vowels take peak of syllabacity, and equal

/ieeva.i/ - [48vall Bearry"
/toeatael/  [toldfuail "explode™
/tuse.unatans/ [buseunitana] Mankle®
/i'anifu.atueacd/. [i'anifuafiat] "it dissolves®
/tasatusaeing/ [tuatulinal ngld"
/dagisegicaey [dagiegleul fgpecies of ant®
/¥asieaeins/ [yaidinal "bush spirdit®

/twasicoew [ ‘'waiou) %gpeeties of tree®
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e Deécriptién of Qmmms.
Sede eonsonantm
3 5.1.10 wark chart.

@@0@@
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Sels2¢ Deseription
/t%/ voiceless alveolar stop ogours word initially and
mediallys It is naver followed by /i/ or /¢/e
ftattauys/  [taitBuya] "let us leave"
/'aseta/ [*aseta]l] = *"understanding"
- /tomotoga/ - [tom3togal “porsons®

/tuatvaing/  [tuatudtnal *ol4®

/¥/ volceless velar stop ocsurs word initially and medially,
/ ‘akonadl/ [takBnadi] *already”

/kamslay/ [lcAmoln ] “ny stomach®
- /maki/ [mAk1]  "betel mat"
 /kabw/ [k3bu) “no

/K’ 1abialised volceless velar stop ocours word initially
and medially, before vowels /e¢/ and /a/s
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/ kwagekwagq/
/a3y
/luk¥eaisi/
/EYait/

[insagdkwage]
(icw®11]
[lulcwdsisi]
(iorditu)

"goreech®
"songﬂ
Wgiss®
Bgugar cans®

/Y Qlottal stop occurs word initially and mediallye Its
occurrance initially flnctuates within and between
speakers for some words; in these cases 1t contrasts

with vords where it mmst ceccur, and so 18 not symbolised,

~ /tenitie/
/labutets/
/bani'edl/

[tanl?ie]
[1abd'etal]
[vaaltedi]

adistant®
%erab®
ﬂlmﬂ

/%" lablalised rounded glottal stop oceurs word initially
and medially, before /a/ and /e¢/.

VALY
/11 g/

/ *Yandudn/
/ Vg cwew

{ "1
[118%a]

[ twdududn]
[ 'wdtwelal

ﬂmi nll

"he arrived"
end of roof"
“ory®

/W Voiced bilabial stop cccurs word initially and medially.

/bebewe/
/'anibais/
/vebomy/
/labis/

[u3bewal
[ *anibiial
[vSbonu]
[12bia]

"hutterfly"”

"break and fall"
“make sore™
ng ago "

10



IAMALELE PHONEMICS

/bw/ Lablalised rounded veioed bilabial stop occurs word

initislly and medially before /a/ and /e¢/.
/oayob’ayo/ [ waydbwayel tepoy®

/v eb eals/ (buebudala) "erab"
/iv v/ {tbwau] "he scroams®
/v exa/ [ budka] “pierce"

/6&/ Voiced alveolar stop occurs word initially and medially.

/dudubala/ [uddbala) “darkness"”
/Yeda/ [98da] npatht
Z1ilaudivy {113udtvu ] "he sweeps"

/ Yadodogi/ [ *udddogs ] "you put inside"

/727 [8] [£] Voiceless bilabial and labio-dsntal fricatives
ogeur word initially and medially - in non-contrastive

free variation,

/ivefue/ [ivifue] [ivdpue] "it idcreases”
/founa/ [¢3una] [pdusa] “its egg™
/£4%0/ [£2e] [slle]  #gpersn

/faifaing/ [faifdina] [paipdinal “reason®
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/297 (8¥) (£Y) labialised reunded voiceless bilabial and
lablo-dental fficatives occur word initially and medially
before /a/ and /e/, in non-contrastive free variations

/t¥ayat¥aye/  [fwaydfwayallpuaydpwaya] ‘ground’

/talef¥es/  [tallfweal [tallpweal] 'yam out small’
/toet¥al/ [todfwai] [todpwail 'explode’

/1ut¥a/ [1fwa] [1dswal 'smoke’

/8/ voiceless alveolar fricative occurs word imitially

and mediallye

/i%iseni/ [1%2s0n1] 'he gees it!'
/ ‘asiaw/ [*as2au] ‘today"
 /uosenoso/ [mosdmose] tgrass?

/ susw/ [sdsul 'clan'

/% &) (¥) voiced bilabial and labio-dental fricatives
ogour word intially and medially in nen-contrastive
free variations

/vamga/ [vanugal ‘house! |
/'ivy/ ('2vi] 'aheﬁg mat'
/ tuveaval/ { fuveldwat] 'you rest'
/ivona/ [2vona] *he gays'

/e/ (@) veiced velar fricative ocours word initlally and
medially, but is never followed by /w/ .
/8avia/  [gdvial *£ight!
- /vanugs/ [v2mugal thouse !
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/ivegole/ [ivdgole] ‘he calls out'
/giuna/  [gdumal 'its tail!

/W volced bilablal nasal ocours word initially, and medially
(and finam where /W 1s draj:ped_as final letter
seo Soce 70de) v ) :
/means/ [mdana]l] . ‘tongue’
/¥amana/ [kw2mana ) *ch11d?
/ ‘omi, Yom(u)/ (*3mi, ‘om] ‘you (ple)you (sing)'!

/5 labialiged rounded voiced bilabial nasal occurs word
~ {nitially and medially after any vowel and before
78/ or /e/ e

/1alun’ea/ (1uldmseal  ‘weak’
/xin’ane/ (x2msane ] "buy !
/aatla’al/ (meRimead ] *hidden’
/aus¥e/ [altmwe ) "back!
/n/ voiced alveolar nasal ocours initially and medially.
/ "aineye/ [ “witneye] L
/nimana/ [ntmanal _  'hand’
/1'eno/ [£%3no] *he sleeps’
/lukuna/ [1%kuna ] 'leaf!

/1 voiced alveolar lateral oceurs initially and medially.
/iMell/ © [w811] 'song !
/111ivana/ [1112vanal "beside’
/lovans/ [18vana) *night'



/ulekoa/ [uldkoa] tyou wash'

/% voiced high close back rounded non-syllabie vocoeld
ocours word initially and medially except coantiguous

to /W/e |
/woyagated {weylgatal ‘name '
- /tawouw/ [ tawoul twallaby!

Qavite/  [M2wifwal tknot?

/y/ (#) and (@) voiced de.tal high close front unrcunded
non-syllabic vocbid' and volced dental fricative oceur
word initially and medially except before /i/, in
non-contrastive free variations

/yalua/ [#21ua){d2lual  ‘'spirit!
/oyeye/ [dyeyellddede] 'at the msuntains'
/iyuvei/ (iydvetl[14dvei] 'he blew'

14
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S5ele3des Contrasts

/% aad /d/ contrast word initia;lly and medially except
before /i/ and /e/«

/tutula/ [tdtula] ‘pay !

~ /éudubala/ [dudfbalal tdarkness’
/ tamans/ (tamgna) 'his father!
/danens/ (dBmana] ~tacross!
/'asavotoga/ [ 'asauwdtogal ‘right now'
/ ‘odons/ [*3dcnal 'hiag neck'!
/'asets/ - [t2getal 'knowledge
/¥eda/ [irrddal tzarden house'
/taina/ [t3ina] 'his younger brother'
/daile/ [d31la) ~ 'pitpit!

/Y and non-glottal contrast vord initially and medially.

/n%a tuns/ (mwd *unal ‘valley!
/0%auna/ [ meduna ) *heavy'
/'ani'ie/ [tan2'ie] 'digtant’
/ava‘ail/ [avatat] tuhat'
/anitaly/ [antta's] 'fall!
/asetai/ [asdtall funderstand’
/nitunity/ [nitinttul ‘mosquito!
/8iusiv/ [sitigiu]

fgpecies of fruit!
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/ *uloge/ [ *ogal tomd yabbic !
/uvege/ [dvegal | ttop of taro!

/%7, /2%, /Y and /'%/ contrast word initially and medially
before /a/ and /e/.

/fkakals/ [1Bkalal tabortion’
/Waiames  (kwlikvamal 'children'
/tanitie/ [ tant'ie] 'qistant’

/¥at¥at¥yy [twd%wa'va]  fant!

/tenokekels/ ['enokdkelal ‘slanting'
/inak¥elo: [ inakwdlolo] ‘'he will tickle'
/ine'e'ela/ [1ne’8‘clal 'maiden’ '
/4naVe'Vela/ [ina'wd'welal ‘'he will cry’

/lakamg/ {12ksmal ‘come up'
/1lak’ani/ [12icqant ] texchange’
/atanl/ . [at3ni] 'T cat'’
/a"ava/ [a'wival ‘I play"
/uekeye/ (vikeye] 'at the boat'
/akell/ [alardl1] 'I ging’
/'aitedl/ [ *a1%edt]) ‘guppose’
/at¥els/ [atus11] *I grate’
/bikans/ [v¥icanal . tpliable’
/ik¥age/ [ ikwRgel "4t serceches’
/itani/ [4'3nt] ‘he ate!

VS LY [b2'wal ‘taro’
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/k/ and /g/ contrast word initially and medially.

/kalolo/ [k81lolo] ~ tPear!
/golana/ [gdlanal - "bitter!
/nakt/ Cmdict ] ~ tarecamt’
/nagt/ (ndgi) ~ ‘marry’
/bikana/ [b2kana ] fpiiable’
/igana/ [2gana] ~ 'figh!
/bokila/ [bdkila) "1ater’
‘/ma‘ibogu [m2ibogi] ‘opossun’
/voke/ [vdkel 'maybe

/bogeboge/  [bogdboge] 'bandicoot’
/W and /bY/ contrast word initially and medially befere

/e/ and /e/

/davy/ (bival tignorant*
/b"ay [budvul 'shoots !
/bebeva/ ‘[ b3bowal fhutterfly?

/t%ebYealas [tebudalal = terad!

/abama/ [abamal - 'gky!
/tab¥ans/ [t3bwvana) © ttop?®
/'etabala/  [‘etdbalal *horizontal’
/obYale/ [(8bwalal 'garden magic!
/bega/ [b3gal 'therefore "’

/¥ eke/ [bwdkal ‘pleree!



before /1i/ and /e/.

/% and /s/ contrast word inttially and medially oxcept

/ tutuys/ [tatuyz] Ytime ¢
/isusuys/ {1sdsuyal ‘nurses’
/taitauya/ [taitdayal 1ot us leave!
/saitoda/ [sAiboda] | *door’
/ Malauta/ [ 'waldutal ‘bush hen!
/¥ ausa/  [fwlusal ‘proud’
/tovetage/ {tovdtage] Yoook!
/segieny/ [sogtent] 'to chase'!
/ *atamana/ ['atamanal ‘outside
/'asa'aiens/ [tasa‘3tena]  t*enough!

/%/ ard /£Y/ contrast vord initially and medlally before

/a/ and /a/e

/fayonz/ [£ayona) tcold?
/ayataya/ [ fwaydfuayal 'ground
/ufe/ (4fal tyater!
/Iat¥e/ (12fvwal 'smoke !
/fuedi/ [fedt] =  ‘many'
/tglafwea/ [taldfuea] | ‘yam pleces’
/faifaing/ " [faifdinal 'because *
/'1¢t¥ayy [*2evat ] | ‘some!
/ufaufaie/ [ufdarana ] 'soft, mushy'
/AYausa/ [ £visa ] ‘proud!



/yafana/
/avatal/
/abama/
/’awa'awaﬁg

/fogena/
/veoke/
/bokila/

/ tasawotoga/

/nifuns/
/novans/
/ibuta/

/yavefelagi/
/veviga/
/bebewa/
/itaweni/

/2isiwe/
/vavine/
/labis/
/lavit¥a/

[y&fanal
[avAtei]
[dvamal
[ vawa‘dwail

{£dgenal
[v8ke]
[bdkilal

[ tasawStogal

[n!funa]‘
[ndvunal
[t1dta]

(yuvefdlagil
[v3vigal
[b3boval
[1tawent]

[£2eiwval
[vavine]
[12bia]
[12vifval

19

7%/ ¢ /¥, /%/, and /w/ contrast word initlally and medially.

"fat
‘what!
'gky*
*tomorrov"
*corner®
.mybe'
"later’
'right now!

tarmlet!
topposite sex sibling?
“ret !

tblow dust?
'pain'
"huatterfly’
‘he threw'

'mt'
‘yoman®

»'saso'

*knot!



befoxre /5/«
/8osowvana/
/yoyoye/

/8ese/

/ ‘eyeye/

/ tasa'alans/
/ ‘ayana/

/susw/
/yuve/

/sauluva/
/yanyaute/

/ e/ and /e/«
/mautans/
/n¥suns/
/mall‘uta/
/a'eli14ga/
/means/
/1ulun?es/
/umeta/
/dun¥avai/

/uiemaimaiga/
/vainfain’s i/

[ses8wanal
[vﬁyowl
[s8z0]

[toyeye]

[*asa'3ianal

- ['3yanal

[sdsul

{ytive]

[s¥nduval
Lyeisutal

{mAufanal

 [medunal

[mal?'utal
[mwallligal

(=3anal
[inifiawea]
[imeta]
[aumd*ai]

[niamaimdiga ]
[vaimwdimm ]

/8/ and /y/ contrast word initially and medially execapt

"happy *

fearth tremor!

“*pidge’

*at the mountains'

'enocugh'
‘underneath’
‘milk!

'to blow'

'customs®
thot !

/% and /0"/ contrast word initially, and medially before

tsoft?

"heavy '

Yblackpalm'’
tboundary!

"tongue'

 Ywoak!

tlead!
'M'

{dle’
to creep’
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1ty 1%y 15, 197, /£, and /0 contrast word initially
and medlallyy bofore /a/ and /o/s

/tisive/
/B "'a/

/UK a/
/Bisib Yo/
/lavit¥a/
/vain“ains/

/wautasam/
Yaududry/
/k“w/
 ay
/r"ausa/
/uauna/

/waifei/
/ tYaq twiav
/aixVasy
/v atb¥aly
/'it¥aiy
/8%ain"as/

/yeyagata/
/ Weabw/
/eds/
/v%eb?eala/
/talar¥ea/
/lulun’ea/

/wana/

/ Vava/
/age/
/b"aw
/f Va 1y
/n'ali/

- Etstva]

[pltia]
[1t%wa)
[s2sibwal

- [1avifval
[vatmdinnm ]

[wautdganal
[ *v3ududul
[iou)
[twdul
[fwlusa]

[ meliunn ]

[waifei]
[ %wltitvail
[a%icwail
[ibwail
[*3fwail
[osdimeat ]

[weylgatal
[ "wdabul
[iwdda ]

[ bwebwdalal
[talafwea]
[1nldmvea ]

[vinal

[ %wval
(kwdge)
(mRatl
[fwdta])
[mvlt1e]

"net"
nm L §
"rattle®
"lizard"
"knot"
"ereop®

 “yalking stick"

"end of house"
"raincloud"®
"eall out®
fproud"
“heavy"

“gagd"
ﬂfWg“
“orickot®
"aagle"
Ygome®
“hidden®

flood"
"aecompany™
"garden house"
umbu

fyam pleces”
“yeak"

Hgteps®
#play®
Ugeresch®
"natch"

"ba bitter®
farmlet®
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50242, Dascription
71/ [1) Voiced high open front unrounded vocoid oceurs word
initially, medially and finally, but never follows

/Y or /3/
/Yivi/ [%ve] “gleeping mat"
/ievai/ [48vail "he carries on shoulder
/8iains/ [sidtnal "gmall*

/¢/ [e] Voiced mid open f£ront unrounded vocoid occurs word
initially, medially and fisally, but never follows

AW
/ ivefue/ [1v8Lus]) %4t multiplies®
/ Yoaka/ [f3aka] “gpoon®
/emave/ R (8mave] "our friends®

78/ [al Voiced low, open central unrounded vocoid oeours
word initially, medially and finallye

/abama/ [abama) Hgky"
/ Yeisena/ ['3isonal "hy itself®
/yaoge/ [ytogal "gmall"

/ tubuauna/ ~ [tubuiuaal tyouth®

[@ ] Voiesd lov open £ront unrcunded vocoid cacurs word
 initially and medially preceding /w/, except when
folloving /W or /e
/ teuvea/ [ *duveal told man®
/taunata/ [ taupmatal ngprave®
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""" Jo/ [o] Volced mid close back reunded bocoid occurs word
initially, medially and finally.

/obala/ [3tvalal #garden magic"
/to'ole/ ['8%ol0] "snake®
/aouyeni/ [soltyent] "come out"

/% [ul Voiced high open back rounded bocoid ocours word
initially, medially and finally, but never follows /g/.

/lulkuns/ {18iuna ] 9)eaf*t
/ulatay/ [ulitmul tydgdtop?
/ taloga/ [ *d1logal “yabbie®
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ng4gh®

~ %hig friends"

“pubic leaf™
nfresh air"

"taro®
"arpivel

"gaa floopr?
“at the edge"

"glkipt™
"mtyﬂ

"drain®
Thot®

#females"
2female"

#left hand®™
“gpecies of frog®

fitheir frienda®
ﬂm“

"hreathe®

e, ' . ‘;gmanans PHOFEBMICS

Se2e3e SContrasts

/3/ and /e/ contrast word initially, medially and finally.
/igans/ [2gana]
/enave/ (8nave]
/ivige/ [tviga)
/ivegs/ [2vega)
/b1%/ [bttwa)
71y (13%a)
/malavesell/ {rmalavdsell]
/lltvaneye/ =~ [1ilivineyel
/ okt [adki]
/yokef [ykel

/e/ and /a/ contrast word initially, medially and finallye
/8euseuys/ [seusduyal
/ yauyauta/ [yeuyutal
/vevine/ (vvine]
/vavine/ [vivine]
/'ell/ [v311]
/%alitali/ [ta12tat1]
/edave/ [3dave]
/abama/ [2bama]
/vuke/ [viko]

[xdda)

/mda/

ncmn
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/abams/ [&bama]
/oty/ [dbul

/ ‘avala/ [ avalal

/ tovals/ [48valal
/tafaloloe/ [tarilolo]
/vatonsva/ (vat3nova)
/gadals/ [gddalal
/k0l0le/ [kx81e10]
/taumate/ [Wa]
/8ouyeni/ Laduyeni]
/ot/ [3bu)
/fufa/ [aral
/yeveyevo/ [yevdyevol
/devudeny/ [devidevul
/ taitomy/ [ *31tomu]
/ taituny/ [ taitunu]
/'atvoe/ 21voe]
/vefue/ [v3fue]

/ tutoa/ [ﬁt&a]
/ialws/

(etiona ]

- J8/ | and /o/ contrast word initially, medially and £inally,

umu
“descont”

“shoulder®
fyomit"
“ehurch®
nmn

"aze handle"
"fear"

Hgrave®
“eoma out”

/o/ and /u/ contrast inttially, medially and finally,

Hdescent"
humter”

uguna
"cance"
ftheee®
“to be buraing®

"howl®
*mltiply"

Yyou wash"
7 gm "

25
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' /maki/

/" ake/
/1aks/
/sake/
/vy
/iding/
/edavo/
/abaw |
/ob ala/
/uvege/

/ivival/
/vevige/
/vavine/
/vevona/
/vavuga/

vowelse
/1akw/
/yek/
/veians/
/eyaga/

/ ‘alova/
/ Vagote/

/tadage/
/iyatol/

/‘aiull/
/ayuve/

~The. fonowins ﬂ.ve—way eoutmts oec\m

[m&d]

 [tilke)

[33ka]
[sdx0]

bl

(dtha]
[3davo]
[abama]

(3twala]

[avegal

[ivivai]
[vdvigal)
fvivine]
[v8vona)
[vuvugal

t!am] .
[yaku]

[viianal
[8yagal
[t2ioval
[ widyo'o)
[13dagal
[1y2tod]
[tatur1]
(aytve]

"apgga nut"

"sgore”

"agcend"

.. "bad"

ﬂwﬂ

~ "flover®

"their friends®
ngleptt |
“garden magic®
"top of taro®

%he does®
Rgiockness"
fomale"
gpaak of self"
"horers"

/3/ and /y/ contrast word initially, and madially between

“my Priend
"my, (poss)®

fmake friends®

fgalt®

1to bite®
terocodilet

"it 48 full"
"he put 1t%

"gtick for poking®
I blow"
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Se3els High pitch, length and stress are nonsphonemice
They are closely linked ia that the stressed syllable
usually tekes high pitch, High pitch always occurs on
the antiwpenultimate syllable. Length only occurs on
the stressed aﬁlaﬁ_le; (See Section 6)

Fe3e2s Contrants .
8tress is predictable.
(1) It ogcurs on the anti-penultimate syllable of words
with 3 or more syllables.

(2) Two oxceptions are found,
As The person prafix of verbs doas not tako stress.

/inage/ (in3go] “he goes®
Jatoa/ [atdal 1 wash®

Be In a low=high sequence of wotels, the high vowel
in anti-pemuitimate position never takes the
stresse I% i3 always taken by the low vowel,
preceding it,

/'asataiana/ [‘asatlianal] “enough®
/tuatuaing/ [tuatudinal “eld”

/ilendivey  [4ldudaswa]  “"she swecps®
/taitauye/  [taitdum]  "let us go®

(3) - Secondary stress ogcurs on the first syllable of
the stem of vords of 5 or more syllables.

/canamanavens/ [m3namandvema] long way"
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5¢3e3. Intonation
Interrogative and final pause contrast in the piteh
patterns in that the differemce between high and low
pitech is greater in the ;nterrogat:l,ve pattierns, with
three distinct pitchaé, to the two of final pause.

. /vi/naggg/ ‘ "¥4ll you go?"
fanmiago/ "I will go®

Final pgusg also contrasts with an gnswer statement that
invites further comment.

/6% aniVia/ "Yos, a long way" (implying
o dose of discussion)
/ete Eiw “Yos, a long way" (inviting

further questions)

Tentative pause contrasts with final pause and
terrogative, ia that the final pitch remains high,

/ ‘wel ina'avané, tananago nfeya./
"When the rain stops we will go to the river®

/ufa tanatavuani, ‘aisaya tanayaubarnii./
We will dry the river up and catch yabbles™
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6+ Hon-gontrastive features.

Some spaakers lengthen the stressed syllable, Zhis
featuro is used often for emphasis, @8

/manemanawens/ [manamamdawena] "a long, long way"
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7+ Controversial or unsolved issues.
 Phonetically, there appear to be pro-masalised consonants,
or consonant clusters involving /oy and /n/,. -

In comparing this phenomenon with surrounding languages,
(Dobu) and Kiriwinan), it appears that /u/ is being dropped
following /u/ before voieced stop, velar stops, voiced
contimuants, and word finally, (not when /m/ is word
initial).

/lutambods/ [1ut3mbodal "defend® ~
/dimaimy/ [a¥rdin] "beads, or vhite men"
/kamukamny/ [k2mkam] “ghicken"

/ Yam *amy/ [*2m*am] “your (sing) food®
/lamna/ [13mna ] "bage"

/samla/ [s2mlal "guess"

/tamy/ {tam] "another"

/ yemy emy/ [ydmyem] "drink"

8imilarly, /1/ is dropped following /n/ before alveolar stopse
/anidaba/ [2ndabal "to break"
/anita‘i/ [anta's] "to fall®
In slov utterence, the vowel may be put in. However this
may only be a filler after the fashion of the Bnglish A«BeCe
fashione Ralph Lawton (Kiriwina) states that a number of the
languages are changing, and forming consonant clusters, and
that the trend can be foilouad through the D'Entrecasteaux
Islands,
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The Iamalele speakers are not donsistent with each other

vhen writinge Boms put in the ‘missing vovels, and again it may
only be the result of schooling, or it may just as well be

that they recognise that the vovels are only omitted in
speech, but the language structure demands their presence

in writing.
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8¢ pBistrilution

8ele (Qeneral Distridution
A syllable in Iamalele consists of a mucleus of

one vowel, and eptional consonant onset.
Words of 2-10 have been found.
Examples of various cmbinations of ayllables follows

8elels -Zwo syllable words

\S 4 /28¢3/ [2.1] *wood !
VeV - /1YY [211) "bud !

CVeCV - - /kaly/ [x211] fence
CVeV /toa/ (t3al 'wash'

8¢1le2¢ Three syllable wo
All possible combinations of CV and V syllables have been found,

VoVeOV - /icaky/ [2aku] 'friend’
CVeCVoV /Watoea/  [buwltoal 'breadfruit’
CVeVeCV /yasogs/ [y3ogal 'gmell!
VeCVeVy /ina3/ [imd1] ‘he came'
VoVoVo /10 (2eun) *goodbye

8elels Four to ten gyllable words

CVeVeCVeCV /veeatans/ [vdatanal "foup!
VeCVeVeOVeCVe /ulasufans/ [uldufanal ‘brackish’

CVeCVaCVeCVeCVoCVe /manamanawvena/ [manamaniwenal] *long way'

VeCVeCVaVaCVeCVTaCVeCVeCVelVe /inaki.avesosowvanidi/
[inakiavesosoulinidi] the will make them happy"
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842+ B8pecific Distribution

80241,

862620

Yowels All vowels occur in V slot of V and CV

33

syllables, Kowever, /v/ never £ills a V slot between

two Vs, Within the syllable, /i/ and /o/ never
folloyw /t/, /i/ never follows /y/ and /w/ never
follows /g/ oF /wWe

' Only /a/ and /e/ follow labialised commts.

Sequences of V 3 Acroas Syllable Boundaries
Two_vowe | |

A1l possible combinations of two vowel sequences
have been founds /o/ does not ocour word initially
in 2 V.V sequences /¢/ only ocours initially in a
VeV sequence vhen followed by /a/.

Madially, only /u.i/ and /o.e/ have not been found,
but further data will probadbly fill in this gap.

- /o/ only occurs as a V final syllable following /1/.
‘But all dther sequanées are found finally,.
| Threo vowels | |
- Fifteen combinations of three vowel sequences have

been founde A4ll vowels ecan take any place in the

© gequence with s exception of /w/ which cannot £1l11
" the central # slot.

Four_voyels | |

Two combinations have been founde /aelefsi/, /a.1e00W e
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%l /W . [t] t
7 - [x) k-
VA A " kw
/Y | 18] e
/7% [ "] 'y
/v [»] b
/Y [bw] by
/Y (d] - q
V474 - [s], (2] B 5
Vo4  [pwl, [£w] £
/s/ [s] 8
27 - [8), [v] v
/e ’ (] g
¥4 4 | (m] m
/n%/ (me] . m
/v (a] n
/v (1] 1
/- (vl v
/v 4], [ y y
/Y - [1] 1
/¢/ [el e
e/ (@], [a] a
/¢/ fo] o
/v (ul u

/' will not be written initlally, as there are no minimal

contrasts in this position, and there is a fair degree of
fluctuation in its occurrence,
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'992¢ There has beon no previous orthography for the
Iamalels language, but those who have become literate
in Dok, Bwaidoga, and English have used the abeve

Pe3e

symbolse

Bnglish words as gpoken by lamalela apegkers

English
tin
book
pineapple
toa

salt
soap

rice
knife
calico
paper
August
hat

aail

fly
plcture
cat (pussy)
grass
pipe
missionary
Abrahan

Jamalele
tini
buki
fainaba
ti

solu
sofu
laisgi
naifi
kaleko
fefe
‘ogasi
tatd
neli
falat
£ikiad
kati, sifu
galasi
faibu
miginale
febelan
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9% Sample Text

Phonetic transoription  glism ?3%lo  ‘unsobu
Propesed orthography guiau o'olo unaobu

Free translation chief snake you go dowm

basdnadi vivine mo'amo'3idl 1dbu dfeye adlufa Lidi
basenadi vavine mo'amo’aidi iobu ufeys adiufa ikei
Long ago an old woman went dewn to the river to fetch water

wita adlmoso iydubani, Uf3yega imdmai 'S'oclo fiuna
wata adimoso iyaubanie Ufayega imimai o'olo founa
and collect greens, 8he was bringing water when she saw

112seni makaviivula ‘wdinsyses Fdunina i'Swal im31i 1'3nia.
i'igeni makavavula wainoyee Founina ifewai imai 1'ania,
snake eggs in a plaate 8he took the oggs and ate thom.

13%010 ivilai f3una 1'2sa dvai b3ga im3i tomdtoga
o'0lo ivilai founa 1'isa avai bega imal tomotoga
The snake returnsd, sav his eggs werse gone, 80 cams to the

'wdidie ivelfitoll fduna faifiina, Tom3dtoga fledi ivs‘'ewa
wvaldie ivelutoll found faifainae Tomotoga fusdi ive'ewa
People to ask about the egsse Bverybody denied it
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wd'e md'al 'wdidie magdina iyflogi bdga 113ka agddie i£find.
we'e mo'al waidie magaina iyaogi bega ilaka agedie 1fifint,
but he sniffsd the old woman's smell and coiled around her legse

'8'olo imidmia m3'al 'agddie 'dlata 'ditonu. '2lata 'Aitom
0'0l0 imiamia mo'al agedie alata aitonu. alata aitom
The snake stayed on her legs for three dayss Fer three days

nagddie m3'ai muanladi inddoga slwe kdbu adlfata £ai
nagedie mo'ai auanuadi inadega siwe kebu adifata fai
the old woman wanted to run away, but couldn't because of the

'$'clo agddie i'end'eno, tam'diata md'ai indgal gliamu imdi
ofolo agedie i'enc‘’ens. tam aiata mo'ai inogai guiau imal
snalte sleeping on her legse One day sho heavd the chief had come

miyana wdka dnave 2fwai tdiadis b3ga md'ai 'd'clo ivdnent
mayana waka enavo ifwai taiadi. bega mo'ali o'©lo ivoneni
by boat with somo of his friocndse Thon the woman said to the

2vo 'divee ‘wdineye 'unldobu, ivekalleni Ivo bdla 2nala
ivo aivee waineye unaobue ivekalieni ivo bola inala
snalte "zo down t%© the boul." Lying, she saild, "later at

R
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13ya tabwdneye anavilamae wd'e tovdnina 1dbu tondvidi indge
oya talwanerye anavilamas we'e tovanina iobu tonovidi inago
sunset we will come backe But when she went down, she went straicht

balebdleye gliam “wlineye. Inale 13bu *3ya tabwldneye
balebaloys guiau waineye. inala iobu oya tabwaneye -
to the boach, to the chfef, The sun went down over the meuntains;

mdtai kdbu idaviladie
m’a:l. kobu idaviladi.
tha m&n didn't raturn.




