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1. Intrcguetion. » , o 4 ;
Thlu paper is a rem'i{;s of thv di tribution statement oi‘ Kamam

phoncmes which was part of the ahonemic statemen'b wmtten in 1961.
The interpretation of the zhort vowel A or 3 oqcurring between
consonants has been changed, and it is nbw regarded as o transition
vowel on the following grounds: |

1. Timing. o

The timing of consonant clusters all of vhich include the trans-
ition vowel has the timing of CC, not CVC. -

{'nes ghe duz up, keime' a man's pame, yffns - witchety
b,
2+ Stress.

The transition vowel is never stressed, neither could it be inter-
preted as a pre=siress vo6l ag other vewels oceur praceding stress,

for example, tonfra  ghelter, and pasira bamboo comb, 4in
contrast to kfinea she dug up, and psi'mea ghe wore.



2
§. -.81ow Sposch. | |
In slow speeck the quality of the transition vowel varies frqm that
of a ha.monimng vowel to 4 or 2. When two boys were asiied to
writé iq&‘o’pa, each wrote it dlfferently «  one wrote m
"the other wro’ce _I_c_m. ‘
La Nativ‘e Reaction, .
a) A test was carried out on twenty—-bwo grade three boys and girls
ageﬁ approximataly thirteen years. 63% wrote a cc rather than a
CVC puttern. All bui one wes inconsistent and that one consistently
left oub the short vowel. The vowels which were written were elther
aora Imrmonizing vawel. | |
b) Semn.-literate men who previouslj anly knew 2 GV pautem are
haapy to leave out 'hhe short wvowel.
¢) We find our materials much easier to read using this crtho=
graphy.
d) Our informant who was 'prefiﬁusly illiterate, breaks words into
syllables to support the iransition vowel theory.
5. Dinlocts. . | -
We have been told that in the Finintigu dislect of Kamano the short
vowel is not ‘presan‘t initiélly. However,; in the Knampa dialect
the one that is not present is an objéct or pogsessive third |
person pronoun prefix which in many instances need not be expressed
‘and therefore appears to fluctuate with its absence. Hative |
reaction fe;vours witing lit where it is obligatory. Where it is
optional they are happy not to wrile it. |



IX., Fhonems
The phonenes are:
a) Vowels: ‘/a/, [e/, /i/, /u/,’ Jof | |
v) Consomsnts: /p/s /t/s [l [xfy ey [0ls /')y Inls [0l
/s/y /£/s /¥/s /y/; and the single complex phonemes /'y/,
V'sts ['nfs fovly fily fofe
Examples will be given in this or;ler.

111, lela@y o ‘gaigerna
' The Syllable in Kamano is a unit of potential stress placement
with a micleus of one or two wvowels ha'&ing -optional onget of one
to foux:"ccnsénants a.nd epvtiaml‘ clogure of one cougonant.
The following twelve syllsble pai;t@ns are founds: |
V o yes, VW ie he comes, CV ku gmoke, CVW via he goes
GOV kfa rab, CCCV ftgo giraight, CCCVWV figoa giraight,
COCCVV  lmmréa  he i recovered, 6 at Homan, oVC
gtring bag, CCVC yfo'  gugar sane, |
The distribution of phonemes will bo described in relation to the
contrastive syllable ty-pes.

. GO!&&MH‘ES
Glottal stop is the only consonant which closes a syllable. The

single C slot which occurs syllable initially may be filled by
any congonznt except glottal. |

For example:

pasit gg_@g, tatd' pgrandmother, kas§  doorway,

ra  different, higé' a tres, si's gnough, méni today,
séri  key, &% o vého



| doo
yinto fern, yh'ya long, affi'm' pig did it,
e

vi'nea he went, ké%a rod, ot over there,
£i%5  eagle. A '

Consonant clusters: | clusters of two consonants are véry cemcn

in Kamuixo,f clusters dfvthree arc less comson and only thres words
have been found with: four ‘oonsomnts. A1l these clugters occur

in sylloble initial position. In order t.o-savé unnecessary
repetition it may be stated here that glottal stép, and the complex
units 'm, 'n, 'y never occur in clusters. Their absence will not:

be rema:bked on in the following statements,

In clusters of two consonants any consonant may occur in first

or gecond position: | |

psi  pettle, taturd  jum 1, Ifa rat, frgi mt,

mégre mum drum, hru' flea, mnma ¢ gmell, mma bird,
shilfe unfinished, frea o dies, vhe' pan, yfo' gugar
cane, Tpor{  pes,  Mt£'nimo! pF mother, Bkéuve pgirl's name.
In second positicnz ' ‘ |
kplpi atretch, vwti plant cubting, tha'wrd  jumpl,

atré let gol, fza pea root, yho' wind, nma bird,

~ mna - gmell, psi nebtle, kfa rabt, hva mushroom,
kyépa  possum,  h%o | migt, X%tfo  close your oyes,

bBkéfa  man's neme. |

In clusters of three' consonants the first position may be i‘iiled
by any consonant exvept the preuaselized stops Up, Pt, Pk as
follows: |



prro!  vef'nea t (pitpit)y, tmgéma our backs,

krgefe'nea  cold, wrmgema our backs, Ogtre pass,
Wires . he hites, msve grease, mnvro cerry me, surea

he becomeg, fune his it digappears, vigea W’gg, ‘
Jmgea he se‘es'thém. o | |

The 3econa slot nay be filled by any congonant except the velars
X, h, nk, for example: S

tpge hia  he breaks, kﬁreal he leaves Jou, krve cuseus,
sgve hia ke breaks it, kmgfna  your back, frne hia

iﬁ disappes .rgf , Ks£éfi mon's name,  hinkfr{'nea  he inched,
kvrea he carries vou, kyge (meaning ap zet unimowm)

hprea  hé bi tes, R Y Leaves you.
The third slot may be filled by any consonant except p, b, B¢,

nk,gs, £, for example: T : ,

Mykdo  wind 381 | tgrea  he cut suger ‘ce.ne, vtgea  he groots,
krhe'  pgay, t8gtmea  it's burmed, sgno hia it's torn, .
hnkve  hard, ngye hia ' I am ashomed, Up8kipokro  round beadg, -
It will be scen that the patterning is smewhat irregular in

second ond third positions. Ve would axpect that in second posi-
tion, because p and t occur, k might also occurs And becmuse B
-and Iy, ocour we expect to find nlz:. In third position we would ex-
pect to fird p, &, "¢, and ®k. This may prove to be the case when
more data is examineds |

Only three examples of clusters of four consonants are in the



: | ‘ , | 6.
déta: (“bwo a:ra identlcal clustars bu‘c are dn.i’ferent verb stems
mthaffixes) , — R ,
km;nfea be gets bet‘her, .f ugvtg:ia he greets you, isg\%fbgea
he t.easeg y_q*g, | | L R

v@gg' |

The ti‘aﬁéition vowel ocours non~controstively between all cone

_ sonants in clusterss It does not occur of course within the complex
phonemes *m, 'n, 'y, p, b, k. |

 Any vowel nay oceur as a complete syllable:

fsa  we ' 6se' [irsh,' fye  ginger, oy yeg, und!
a iﬁ‘ee. |

Amf vowél may oceur in CV pattern:

sa ygihat‘s all, se lthat's all, ti waler, ko look,
. differcnte e "

Any vouel may cccuf in CVG pﬁtﬁam:‘ .

afg? v.he»’ - wicked man, aéé vooa .regam‘bla, k8pit  coff eg,
ko! raim, ta' hite. " |

Only,z_x_ occurs in Ve pattarn

Vowel Clusterss . : ,
of the five vowels only & and o form gemmt.e clusters as in

nes certaim Came, and cotd'nea he did not get up.
Any vowel may oceur in first or second position of a cluster for

e:mmple.
First position: Ai'na & man's name, nea ’b.a._eaj;a, via bhe.goss,

oe I - ue I



e
Second posgitions f
m  Igos we Ige mi,,m ;@’,mggj_,
Memfuri g pirl's naoe.

'VI« Cafoﬁmn*reﬁce Restrictions
Vowels, '
‘Certain linito tionz‘ in the cmcmmance of vw occur go that
of the twan ,,r-ni‘iva poss:.ble cemhina.tmns the fcllomm" nine do
not ocour: aa, ae, 20, ei, cuy ii, iu, ou, t.m, An att&.pt ha.;.
been made to d\,scmbe’ these limitations on the basis of the vowel
qualities, but ihds Czé;:s: not cover the whole problom, It iz,
however, completely dealt with if we realize thot each point ci‘
COmOCEUrTENnCS res'tz*j.cﬁon ig at a jtmc*mme of €m morphenics. We
then see that twe mwejts do ccrvéx?ﬁly ovceur but have bce:n fused.
So t&:at we can say that aach hola in the patiern is £illed by two
fused vowels according to ma*mhaphonmc rules (Sce unpublished
paper, Vouel Fusion, by De Drew, 1961). Exarples of vowel of
 fusion are followings N

ey cluster doss not ccour overtly vxié;‘neﬂme fo=pastevwe we
all yent  is fused to wu'none, | _ ‘
29 cluster does not occur overtly, yite Irese -0 | Anterroge.
fuses to yafd  ig At a tree? .
Vowels and Consonants. ’
ﬁny vowel may precede any eansamnt but any vowel may not follow
any consonants The restrictions are as follows, each involving
a complex units ‘
‘m is not followed by i, u; 'n is not followed by i; 'y is not
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: T VS.
followed by 4, and o; Uk is not followed by u.
Congsonants and Consoﬁa.nts«. | '
Clusters of two cqhsonants are bjr far the anst' eommonand the
greater part of the BGi‘possiblé clusters bave been found in the
data. The chart shows co=-oceurrence restrictions and the following‘ ;
obsmtions may be made firom this: The phoneme glottal stop’does
not occur vin clustors; while all consomnts'may occur in cluster
- ini’tial‘ position, k, t, hy n, and y are in that order nost préf
ductive Sn that a greater variety of consonaats may follow them, - |
Looking thcﬁ, at the phonemes which occur in second position we
geo that v and n put least I‘estrﬁzctiohs on the preceding ccnsoiz-
ants; also the complex units Dp, P, Uk msy only be preceded by
he | |
Of the 6859 possible clusters of three consonants comparatively °
few have becn found in ;the data and nct enaugh work has been done

on these to make any particular statementse.

VII. Distri ﬁbution of the Syllable in the Word

~ The phonological word is a uni»tkwhich may occur in isolation and’

- which carries one pertinenti stress. Up to \eight syliables may -

' combine to form a word. The'ma;jor linitation in distritution
is 'bha’o».longer syllables do not oc;cur wcgrﬂ initially or'madiaw.
Of the twelve syllable patterns nine occur in word initial posi-
tion, Syllables with both complex onset and complex mecleus do
ﬁot occur in word initial posi:ﬁion; |
The following are examples of word initial syllable pa&térns:

'V asa wall, VV Ai'na pman's name, OV kasa doorway,



‘ , 9
CCCV  Lygi'mes he turmed, VC 4i'o 1o, CVC sa'a  enow
COVC kra'a  those two cookeds

In word medial ;Spsition‘ seven patterns occur. VG is not found
nor 16ng clﬁsters with two vowels and two or more consonants.
Those which do oceur are ag follows:

V nelamo' his son, OV kafana door, CVW Memaurl g‘i_r}_?_g

namg, CCV atre'nea he lef t, CGCV renngi'nea  he folded,

CVC nema'a  those bwo are eating, CCVC negra's  ihose two
ave cbokigg. | |
In Qard final position VV and VC do not occurs The remainiﬁg
tén pattorns are as follows: CV | knsa  doorway, CVV nevia
he' ig going, CCV  akro peel it, COVV  akrea he peels it,
CCGV  ogtre pags, GOCVV ne&gz_;. ia.  he is reading,

CVG  tata' pgrapdwother, CCVC  hirhi' ghiver.

Syllable Boundaries.

When a closed syllable is followed by a ccnsonant-im.tial syllable
no new aonsonaﬁt cluster shapes are formed over the boundaries
because of morphophonemic rules goveming glottal which is the only
consonant occuiring’in Qyuable-fiml;..position. Before the fricp=
tives £, ¥, h, and r glottal stop s noutralized. Before any

stop (p, t, k, g) the two unite to fornm a.y woiceless preglotallized
stOp.}k Before nasels and y the two unite to form a complex unit.
Vcwelp occur in juxtapostion in wcrds to form cluséers of three

vowels but no more.
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