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PARTICIPANT REFERENCE IN ICA EXPQSITORY DISCOURSE
by Hubert P. Tracy
and Stephen H. Levinschn

This is another exampie of a language where understanding of
one key suffix opens up the whole universe of discourse structure.
The suffix in question is -ri which, although it has some further
uses, is here described in its function of marking the thematic
participant of a paragraph. Recognition of this fact resolves an
old analytical problem regarding who does what to whom in the anal-
ysis of Ica: the noun phrase marked as the thematic participant
of the paragraph is expected to be the subject of all the sentences
in the paragraph, unless he is displaced from that role, in which
case another suffix marks plainly the departure from the nerm. Non-
thematic participants are mentioned by name, but carry no -ri marker.
While this is the situation in essence, & number of particular rules
are needed to work out the details of participant reference within
various positions within Ica.
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0. Introduction

The Ica language is spoken by two to three thousand Indians
who live on the southeastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada of Santa
Marta in northern Colombfa. As an agricultural people they sell
their cash crops of coffee and blocks of unrefined brown sugar to
the neighboring Spanish-speaking community. They are known through-
out Colombia as the 'Arhuaco' Indians who sell handwoven shoulder
bags, the wool of which is spun from their own sheep. Even though
they have had contact with the national culture for centuries, they
sti11 retain a close tie to thelr land and mother tongue, Ica, which
belongs to the Chibchan language family.!

Through the years, it has been very difficult to determine the
subject or object of sentences, in Ica Expository and third person
Narrative Discourses,? because they are commonly not overtly stated.
They key to understanding this implicit informetion is found in the
participant reference system of Ica. The purpose of this paper is
to describe how the participant reference system functions in Ex~
pository Discourse.?

1. The Suffix -ri

The suffix -ri is of crucial importance, in the structure of
Ica discourse. It is useful to distinguish three functions.

1.1 -r1 As a Signal! of Progression

The suffix -r! may occur as the last suffix in a nonfinal
clause, signalling progression aTong the chronclogical or logical
linkage axis of the backbone of the discourse.* The presence of -ri
has the effect of making the action of the following clause(s) a
new and distinct event of the backbone. Its absence indicates lack
of progression along the backbone, and a consequent bundling of
the actions of the following clause(s) with the previous ones,

Exampie 1°

C&nhcsngnh zolle'rl  plnna yunagil vasa  Hva.
in-Jungle when-goee all kinds ohage does

'When the dog goes into the jungle, he chases all kinds of jungle
animals.'

1.2 -ri As a Signal of Contrast’

When -ri is attached to adjectives it signais contrast. The
~-rt of the adjective t'giifri in Example 2 below is employed to con-
trast certain specific dogs that go behind () with other specific
dogs that want to go on ahead (11?
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Example 2
(i} L'glird périril tiquequi ndlla.
some-gpecific dog behind walke
(ii) Ei ave'r| 1'giilrt peri umdnh sanus!

thue when-does some-specific dog more  ahead

zal nhidnhgua a'zina.
go I-will-be feels-degive

'Certain dogs walk behind; others desire to go further ahead.
(1it.: Another dog feels, "I will go further ahead."}'

1.3 -ri As a Signal of the Thematic Participant

The thematic participant of a paragraph is marked by -r1 attached
to nouns. This function is the main topic discussed in this paper.

2. Thematic and Nonthematic Participants
2.1 Identification of the Thematic Participant

One participant is selected to be the thematic participant of
each paragraph. This is indicated by the suffix -ri1, attached to
the final word of the noun phrase which refers to the participant.
He is always the subject of the sentence in which he is established
as the thematic participant.

Example 3
Pert duna qufnhquirl apau cHchul a8l la.
dog good vreally owner aceompanying  walks

'The best dog accompanies the owner.'

In Example 2(1) {'glitri perirl 'certain dogs (that walk behind)'
is the thematic participant of the paragraph, in contrast to the
i'gllirl peri ‘certain dogs (that go ahead)', which does not have
-r1 attached to the noun ?peri).

One exception to the above rule is that, when the thematic
participant is referred to in the Final Paragraph of a discourse,
-ri is not attached. {For a similar situation in the final sentence
of paragraphs, see Section 3.3.1.)

Example 4
Ei ave'ri apau  umdnh tand a‘zari sela' alleiglt =zolla.
thus when-does owner more calm feeling night also goes

'The owner feels calmer, and also goes out at night.'

2.2 Roles of the Thematic Participant

Who can ke the thematic participant of a paragraph? 0Only those
participants that occupy 'significant' discourse roles. What a
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'significant' discourse role is has not yet been defined but in an
Expository Discourse, they appear to be: the central character,
about whom the whole exposition revolves; and some related character,
such as the beneficiary. Only participants occupying these roles
are found as the thematic participant of paragraphs in an Expository
Discourse.

However, these roles appear to be ordered; only the central
character is 'naturally' the thematic participant in the paragraph,
generally functioning as the subject of sentences in that paragraph.
If another character occupies the subject role within the paragraph,
he is, as 1t were, displacing the central character from that role,
and as such has to be marked with the suffix -se' (change of role},
See, for instance, Example 5, in which the thematic¢ participant is
‘the best dog'. The owner (the beneficiary in the discourse) on
becoming the subject of the sentence ('goes behind shouting') is
marked by -se’.

Example 5

El unayu, cidandmpana queivi

thua ag-socon-qs-dove begins-to-bark vesult

avl, chusy' quelvi cidéndlle'r], atdquindi
doing not-leave regult when-barks behind
apause' quelvi ca'carl zol la.

owner regult shouting goes

'As soon as that happens, the dog begins to bark, and doesn't stop
barking, while the owner goes behind shouting.'

In Example 5, there is no direct interaction between the owner
and the dog. The dog's action is directed to another animal, and
the owner's action {in response to the dog's barking) is also direc-
taed to that animal. However, when the central character is dis-
placed by another participant occupying the subject role, and re-
sponding directly to him, the suffixes -se' + -r1 are attached to
the reference to the second character. In other words, the central
participant has been displaced both from the subject role, and from
the thematic participant role, by the other participant.

Example 6 below is part of a compound paragraph (discussed in
Section 5}. In the first part of this paragraph, the dog, the central
character, is marked by -ri as the thematic participant. The direct
response to the dog accompanying the owner is that 'the owner -sa'r)
loves the dog'. -se'r| marks the direct response of the new themat-
ic participant to the old thematic participant., whom he is displacing
from the subject role.
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Example 6

Poriri apau clchul ndlla.,  + « .

dog owmer  accompanying walks

El ave'ri apause'rl aguzinhiva.

thus when-doee  owner loves .

'The dog accompanies the owner. . . . . When he does that, the

owner loves him.'

2.3 The Nonthematic Participants

The nonthematic participants in a paragraph are defined as all
participants other than the thematic participant. The presence of
a nonthematic participant in a paragraph is indicated by his being
overtly mentioned, but the reference carries no -ri marker. In
Example 3, for instance, apau 'owner' is a nonthematic participant.
See also Example 7 below, in which gliayina '1ion' is a nonthematic
participant,

Example 7
Giiaylna neca'chona vasdn nanhgua giil a'z4na.
lion finds chasing I-will-be (ligature) desires

'If the dog (thematic participant) finds a 1ion, he desires to chase
it.!

3. Reference to Participants within a Simple Paragraph
3.1 Participant Reference at the Beginning of a Paragraph

The Thematic Participant is overtly introduced in the opening
sentence of each new paragraph (perir! (Example &), apau (Example
4), pert duna quinhquiri ?Example 3)}).

Under certain circumstances, the thematic participant may also
be overtly mentioned in the second sentence of a paragraph. This
occurs when the second sentence 1s some kind of paraphrase, {e.g.,
specific-generic or generic-specific), of the first sentence.

Example 8 (Sentence (11} is a specific-generic paraphrase of (i}).

(i) E1 avi ninhguar! elglii  zine'rl arsd
thue doing addition again when-is 559
duna qufnhquirl gegaru allelgli!l a'vasa 8va ni.
good really weasel algo chage does true

(i1} Pinna vyuna vasén ndnhgua 28’ ert duna
all kinds chasing I-will-be only gog goo

ufnhquirl a'zina ni.
really desires tmie
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'The best dog also pursues weasels, In fact, he wants to pursue
just any kind of jungTe animal.'

Example 9 (Sentence (ii) is a generic-specific paraphrase of (i)).

{i} &1 ave'rl apause'ri aguzanhava.
thua when-does owner loves
{i1) Ei ave'rl alclni apause'ri  [nhgumdnh
thus when-doee separately oumer more
du cavi zaml a'cavéin né#nhgua glil
{good) food giving  I-will-be {Ligature)

a'zina ni.
desires  true

‘The owner loves the dog. Because he wants to give him more food,
he feeds him separately.’

A nonthematic participant may also be introduced overtly in the
opening sentence of the paragraph, if so selected by the speaker,
(e.q9., apau, Examples 3,6), though this is not necessary in each
new paragraph.

3.2 Participant Reference in the Body of a Paragraph

With the exception of a Procedural Paragraph (Example 10 below)
encoding ane of the Points of an Expository Discourse, no overt
referance is made to the thematic participant within the body of
paragraphs in Expository Discourse. In Narrative Discourses, how-
ever, the domain of the suffix -ri, and thus of the thematic par-
ticipant, is the Buildup unit {BU), and not the whole of Narrative
Paragraphs. (This would appear to be the case also in Procedural
Paragraphs, assuming that a Step is the equivalent of a Buildup in
Narrative paragraphs. A complicating factor is that the subject of
each Step is generally not overtly stated in Procedural Paragraphs,
and, since the thematic participant is usually the subject, no -ri
therefore appears in most Steps.)

Example 10 below 1s an embedded Procedural Discourse, in which
the rodent is the thematic participant.® It 1s introduced in the Set-
ting margin of the first sentence of the paragraph, as the thematic
participant of the first Step, by asarecur!. Nejther Step 1 itself,
nor Step 2, directly involve the rodent, and he 1s next referred to
overtly when he reappears as the object in the Target Step {without
-ri attached, since 1t 1s the Peak of the Procedure; see Section
3.3.1), In the Post-Target Step, he is the subject of the margin
clause in which the Target Step is paraphrased.

Example 10
(Paragraph Initial)} Step 1:
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El avi nanhguar| asarecur| yueyue' z¥naqu¥
thus doing in-addition  rodent (Reque) bad in-place
a'guécuBlle'rl ... cinh  vyom} queivi ta'nrayurl v
when-holes-up wood  dry result as-scon-as-looks-for
Step 2:

Ei unayur ... guei a'visdmpana queivi yna.
thus as-goon-ag-done Fire begins~to-fan result done
Step 0 {Target):

Guei ecapuha unlgue'ri ... 2acha a'bussi

fire lighte~itself  when-does smoke cauaing-to-inhale
asarecu guacBva.

rodent kille

Post-Target Step:
Guej, guej, 9guej, gue] queivd asarecu vichdlta |

result  rodent dies says
nigue' nEnhguarl
when-doea tn-addition
'In addition, when the fiequs {rodent) holes up in a bad place, you
«.. look for dry wood .... As soon as you do that, you begin to fan

tﬁe fire .... When the fire takes hold ... the rodent is killed by
inhaling the smoke. The rodent dies, saying "gue].gue].gue),gue]".
When he dies ... '

Each time a nonthematic participant reappears on stage within
§?§ paragraph, he must be overtly mentioned {e.g., cliayina {Example

3.3 Participant Reference at the End of a Paragraph

Three possibilities are distinguished with respect to overt
reference to the thematic participant in the final sentence of a
paragraph:

1) Overt reference is made to the thematic participant, or to
a nonthematic participant displacing the thematic participant
as subject {marked by -se' (Section 2.2)), but without the
presence of -ri (Section 3.3.1). (This absence of -ri para-
graph final parallels its absence in the Final Paragraph of a
discourse (Section 2.1}.)

2) The overt reference made to the thematic participant occurs
finally in the final sentence of the paragraph, and -r! is
attached {Section 3.3.2).

3) No overt reference to the thematic participant is made
{Section 3.3.3).
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Overt reference to a nonthematic participant in the final sen-
tence of a paragraph is handled in (Section 3.3.4).

3.3.1 Overt Reference to Thematic Participant without -ri

Whan the final sentence of a paragraph is the Peak sentence of
that paragraph {Example 11}, or is associated in some way with the
Text of the paragraph (Examples 12, 13), overt reference is made to
the thematic participant.®

Example 11 (The final paragraph of the discourse)

Item 1:

Et ave'rl apau umdnh tant a'zari seia'
thus when-does owner wmore calm feeling night

alfeigit zofla.

algo goes

Item 2:
Bequl cinhcininh  nezol la neavBnhqu ... tand
wherever in-jungle goes even-were—to-do ealm
a'zar| z8" nalla nl .

feeling only walks  true
Item 3 (Peak):

Gllayina cuBllequi nezolta ... neavanhqui co- lqui
Lion where-lives goes even-were-to~-do Toa-man
A v e v

canhcananh nal {a.

in-gungle walke

'When he does that, the owner can even go at night, feeling calm.
Were he to go anywhere in the jungle, he could just walk calmly.
Even if he were to go to the lion's den, he could walk (calmly} in
the jungle.'

(In the above example, the reference to the thematic participant at
the end of the paragraph is by means of the surrogate noun phrase
iqui 'Icaman' . No -rt is attached to the thematic participant
in the opening sentence, since the paragraph is the Final Paragraph
of the discourse {see Section 2.1}.

The final sentence of Example 12 is a reiteration of the Text
of the paragraph.

Example 12

Paragraph Initial:
Perdrl apau  cadchul ndlla. .
dog owner accompanying walks

Paragraph Final:
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Peri duna apau cachul naila.
dog good owmer aoccompanying —walks
‘A dog accompanies his owner. ... A good dog accompanies his ownepr.'

In Example 13, the Example tagmemes of the paragraph are an amptifi-
cation of the text.

Example 13

Paragraph Initial:
!

Ei ave'ri periri alletgli apau nequl
thus when-doee dog also owner  definitely
cdgqulna a'yunu' nelca.
leave not=want  never
Text:
Cinhclndnh  zolle'ri pinna  yunagil vasa ava.
in-Jungle when-goee  all kinda-also chase doee
Example 1:
Gilayina neca'chana, vasdn  nidnhgua gU{ a'z%na.
Iion he-findg chasing [-will-be (ligature} desives
Example 2:
Cusart neca'chona alleiglif, vasdn ndnhgua  gu}
small-deer he-finds alao chaging I-will-be (ligature)
a'zina.
degires
Example 3:
Tigriliu neca'chona alleiglil, vasan nZnhgua  gui
'tigrille! he-finds alse cehasing I-will-be (ligature)

a'zéna ni ors.
desires true Eog
‘The dog never wants to Teave the owner. When he goes into the

Jungle, he wants to chase all kinds of jungle animals. If he finds
a Tion,a deer or a 'tigrillo’, he wants to chase it.'

In Exampie 13, the reference to the thematic participant in
the sentence does not occur preverbally, as is normal, but finally,
as the parallelism of the order of the words in the Examples
('anfmal' -peca’chona- (allelglil)~ vasEn-n#nhgua~giil-a‘zlna) would
otherwise be broken.

When the Peak sentence involves a nonthematic participant dis-

placing the thematic participant as subject, the former, not the
latter, is overtly referred to, with -se' attached.
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Example 14

Paragraph Initial:
Peri duna qu{nhgglrl apau  cachul ndlla. ...,
dog good Treally ouner acaompanying  walks

BU I:
Auncue-ninna ca'chona ave' qu[nhqulrl, gliiaylna
dangerous Finde when-does  really lion
nanandi , vasl zolla quelvk unayu cintequl
if~it-18 chase goea result as-soon-qs-done top-of-tree

ichunha  quiev$  #va.
alimbe regult does

BU, {Peak):
£i unayu cadanampana guelvd avl chusuy'
thus ag-soon-as-done begina-to-bark result doing not-stop
quelvk cBdandlie'rl, atiquindi  apause' queivd
result while-does-bark behind ouner result
ca‘cari zol la.
ahouting goes

'"The best dog accompanies his owner ... When he finds danger, for
example & lion, naturally he chases it~ and of course, it immediately
climbs to the top of a tree. Immediately he starts to bark and
doesn't stop. Consequently, the owner follows behind, shouting.'

3.3.2 Overt Reference to Thematic Participant with -ri

When the overt reference to the thematic participant occurs
sentence finally in the final sentence of a paragraph, with the
suffix -r| attached, not only is the sentence the Peak of the para-
graph, but the speaker emphasizes who the participant was, for one
reason or another. In Example 15, for instance, while all dogs
may chase animals, the speaker wishes to emphasize that it is only
the best dog who protects the ocwner.

Example 1§

Paragraph Initial:

vo. porl duna quinhquirl gagaru allelgil a'vasa Hva nl.
og  goed really weaeel alac chases does true

Paragraph Final:

. Apau  iniquise’ canacén nequl
owner whatever f{animal) to-come-near  definitely

gua'su' nelca na ni erl duna quinhquiri.
not-let never in-my-opinion true Eog good veally
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'The best dog also chases weasels (implies: as do other dogs).
Nevertheless the best dog never lets any jungle animal come near
the awner.'

In Example 16, the relationship of owner is emphasized, since
his behavior towards the dog is culturally unacceptahle.

Example 16

Uraqu#siqué nequi inhgl avi't Ellarl  ana'cava
at=home definitely little less thia to-give-again
avan ndnhgua a'zina ni apause'ri.

dotng I-wili-be thinks true  owner

*"T will give that bad dog a lot less food at home,” the owner
thinks.'

3.3.3 No Overt Reference to Thematic Participant

When the final sentence of a paragraph is neither the Peak, nor
associated in some way with the Text of the paragraph, no overt
reference is made ejther to the thematic participant, or to a
participant replacing him as subject.

Example 17

Paragraph Initial:

Ei ave'ri erir! guel chelpdnh imd Hnhclimma  nari
thus when-does EEQ Fire near a-lot aleep baing
guinti, zam:  zamk a'yunu' nerl, deijiru quelvi
Finally foed  food not-wants thin result
andcazanicampanna ni.

began~to-become true

Paragraph Final:

Deijru cHzanl' narl  gulntl

thin become being

elgiil  seruncsu sin an8cHzanicimpana  Bva ni.
again  mange with begins-to-become does  true

'"When he does that, the dog sleeps near the fire. He doesn't want
food and consequently begins to get thin. Once he becomes thin,
he also gets mange.'

Example 18

Paragraph Initial-Text:

Ei ave'ri apause'ri aguzdnhdva. ...
thus when-does  ocumer loveas
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(Paragraph Final)

Ei ave'ri chusa a'yunu' nari  e8chul nglla.
thus when-does  leave not-want Dbeing accompanying walka
'Consequently the owner loves the dog. ... Consequently the dog

doesn't want to leave him, but accompanies him.'

3.3.4 Reference to Nonthematic Participants

Overt or covert reference to a nonthematic participant in the
final sentence of a paragraph is governed by the same principles as
those applying to the thematic participant. If the final sentence
of a paragraph is the Peak, or associated with the Peak, as outlined
in Section 3.3.1, so that the thematic participant is overtly referred
to, then any nonthematic participant on stage at the time is also
referred to overtly {see Example 12 {apau), and Example 15 {apau)).

In the same way, if the final sentence of a paragraph is not
the Peak {Section 3.3.3), so that the thematic participant is not
overtly referred to, then neither is the nonthematic participant
(see Example 18).

3.4 Participant Reference at the End of the Discourse

In the Final Paragraph of the discourse, both the central
character in the discourse, and, if different, the thematic partic-
ipant of the final paragraph, are overtly stated.

Example 19

4
CinhclinBinh  pallami aghnhcufila cufnhquirl, peri sin  teni
in~Jungle walker knows aatually g with ealm
a'z$na ni.
feals true

'The hunter feels really calm whenever his dog is around.'

r
(C8nhcBndnh nallam$ is a surrogate reference to the owner, the the-
matic participant in the preceding paragraph, while peri 'dog' is the
central character of the discourse as a whole.)

4, Reference to Participants within a Complex Paragraph

Sometimes within a unit, -ri is found attached to references
to more than one participant, and/or a thematic participant is
overtly referred to in the body of the unit. Such instances can be
explained fn terms of compound paragraphs (see Section 5 below), or
complex paragraphs. in which certain types of paragraphs are embed-
ded within the main paragraph.

In Example 20, apause'ri 'owner' is mentioned three times, perd
'dog' once, while Hila and 8t)ar! 'this' (referring to the dog)
also occur. I'gilri ‘some-specific' {see Section 1.2} occurs three
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times, and also refers to the same class of dogs. (Diagram I ex-
tracts the overt references to the participants in Example 20.)

Sentence No.
{see Example 20)
(1) apause'rl i'giinrd
i'glilri
'guiri
{i1) pari.
(i11) Btla apause'rl
{iv) dllar] apause'r].
Diagram [
Example 20
{i) Ei  ave'ri apause'rt  i'glirl
this when-does  awmer some-apecific
Tnhgumdnh yue a'cussilla tiquin quelvi
more mad gets behind  result
ndllari, i'gliri atiquin  Bnzorirl,
walks some-gpecific  behind go-off
['gulel ahdciccussdmpana nlga.
some-agpecific begins-to-bite does
{ii}) a'chunna ni  pert.
went-out true dog
(iti) Ei ave'rl dlla apause'ri vyue a'cussdlla ninh.
thus when-does this  owner mad gets true
(iv} Uraquisiquit naqul inhgd avi't Hllarl
at-home definitely little less thig
ana'cava avi3n  nénhgua a'zéna ni apause'ri,

to-give doitng I-will-be thinks  true owner

'The owner gets madder at those dogs that walk behind--the ones that
wander behind, and begin to bite the dog in the lead. Some dogs are
1ike that, and that is the sort of dog the owner gets mad at. "I
will give this dog a 1ot less food at home," he thinks.'

The mulfitude of references to different participants occurring
in Example 20 may ba explained as follows:
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Apause'r!, at the beginning of sentence (i}, 1s normal for the
introduction of the thematic participant {Section 2.1 and 2,2}, as

is the reference to him at the end of (iv), the closure of the par-
agraph,in which he is focussed upon, because of his unacceptable
behavior (Section 3.3.2). In (iv}, Bllarf 'this {bad dog)' 1s the
thematic participant in (the opening sentence of) a citation par-
agraph, and therefore does not affect the thematic participant marking
the larger paragraph within which it 1s embedded.

Sentence (1ii) paraphrases sentences (i) and {ii), a device used
to set off the topic sentence of a paragraph or series of paragraphs,
in this case a cycle of compound paragraphs (discussed in Section 5),
in which the interaction of the bad dog and his owner is central.

In {i}, the characteristics of this class of dog are presented in a
triad of clauses introduced by i'giiirl -- a device also found in

other Chibchan languages (see Edna Headland, forthcoming}. In

Section 3.1 examples have already been presented in which, in a par-
aphrase of the initial sentence of a paragraph, the thematic partic-
ipant is overtly referred to a second time. The occurrence of apause'-
ridn {111) fits this pattern, since (41) intomationally is united
with (1}, and gives prominence to the object of the owner's anger.

In reiterating {i) and (i1}, sentence (iii) underlines the
prominence of 'the dog that hangs behind' by the use of the demon-
strative pronoun Stia in a 'fronted' position, preceding the subject
apause'rl.

A possible paragraph analysis of Example 20 is:

Result Paragraph
Text: Paraphrase Paragraph (
Text: Clarification Paragraph
Text: Sentence (i)

apause'r| is the thematic participant of the paragraph

1

) - (1iD) )
AT

Clarification: Sentence (ii)
peri - sentence final, to clarify
Paraphrase: Sentence (1i1)

Hlia 'fronted' to underline prominence; apause'ri by
parallelism with (11}

Result: Citation Paragraph

(opening sentence - (iv) )
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5. Reference to Partfcipants within a Compound Paragraph

A compound paragraph consists of two paragraphs that function
together as a single unit.

One Expository Discourse consisted of twelve paragraphs, whose
thematic participants alternated regularly (see Diagram II). These
twelve paragraphs combine into six compound paragraphs {see Diagram
I11).

Diagram I1I Diagram III
Para. 1 dog-ri dog-ri
Para. 2 owner-se'rl owner-se' ri
Para, 3 dog-ri dog-ri
Para. 4 owner-ri owner-se'ri
Para. 5 [dog] [dog]
Para. & owner-se'rl| owner-sa'ri
Para. 7 dog-ri dog-ri
Para. 8 owner-se'ri owner-se'ri
Para. 9 (Peak) [dog]

[dog] dog (Para.
dog (Para. Final) Final)

Para. 10 owner-se'ri owner-se'ri
Para. 11 fat dog fat dog
Para. 12 owner-se' owner-se'

{Paragraph is abbreviated as Para. [ ] indicates that the participant
is not overtly referred to.)

The relationship between each part of the compound paragraph is
that of the direct response of the second thematic participant
(marked by -se'ri) to the behavior of the first {see Section 2.2).
The whole discourse is a 'vicious circle' of six cycles, five dealing
with the interaction of a bad dog {the central character) and his
owner, and the last with a good dog and his owner.
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The amount of information occurring in the paragraphs of this
'vicious circle' discourse is less than that occurring, on average,
in other Ica paragraphs. The main principle of the cycles is the
reproduction of the same pattern, in order to intensify the 'vicious
circle' concept.

Example 21 consists of paragraphs 5-8 of this dicourse and
11Tustrates 1ts cyclic nature. %A single Tine signals the break
between the two parts of the compound paragraph. A double 1ine sep-
arates the cycles, the compound paragraphs, from each other.)

Example 21

(Para. 5)
Erl ave'rl #nzolla a'tanaglil avirl, guetl
thus when-doea goes not-wanting doing fire
cheindnh z#'An anapasémpana avirl, zaml
near only  begina-to-lie-down doing Ffood
28" umdnh sBwmmi zB' gBlla nl.
only more much only eats true

(Para. 6)
EI  ave'ri apause'rl inhgumdnh anaguzanu'
thue when-does ouner more not-love
nanampanna nknh.
began~to-be

'The bad dog doesn'i want to go, but begins to lie down near
the fire, and consumes a great deal more food. Consequently,

‘the owner begins to dislike him more.'

(Para. 7)

El ave'ri periri guel chelndnh Imé

thue when-does dog fire near a-lot

Anhcdmma  narl  gudnti zamd  zamk  a'vuny'

sleeps being Feod  food not-wants

nert, deljru queivd anBcizanicBmpdnna ni.
thin result began-to-become true

DelJru cBzanl' npari guintl eigli  serunosu

thin became  being again  mange

sin  andcBzanicBmpana Hva ni.

with begine-to-become does  true
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(Para. 8)
E1 ave'ri ninhclri apause'r! yue ana'cussl
thua when-does worge oumer mad getting
andcdchussi allelgll c3curo'si ca'se'
hitting-with-fiat also cehin in-ground
quichuss! allelglii 3va nl  apause'ri,
hitting also does true owner

'Then the bad dog sleeps near the fire. When he doesn't want
food, he begins to get thin. When he is getting thin, he
begins to get the mange. Then the owner gets madder, hits him
with his fist, and even hits him on the chin, driving him into
the ground.'

An additional feature of participant reference that {is found
in compound paragraphs, 1s that once the cyclic nature of the dis-
course structure has been established, e.g., hy the double cycle
of paragraph's 1-4, the thematic participant does not have to be
explicitly stated in the opening sentence of the following paragraph.
For example, both in the fifth paragraph (the beginning of the third
compound paragraph), and in the ninth paragraph ?the beginning of
the fifth compound paragraph), 'deg' is impli¢itly understood. How-
ever, in the last sentence of the ninth paragraph, which represents
the final stage in the deterioration in the condition of the bad
doy, overt reference to the dog, perk, is made. This is in line
with the principle that when the final sentence of a paragraph
is the Peak sentence, overt reference is made to the thematic
participant (Section 3.3.1). 1In this case, the sentence is the
Peak of the series of descriptions of the bad dog's condition.
Since no overt reference is made to the dog, in the final sentence
of the pravious descriptions of him (Paragraphs 1,3,5,7), this sug-
gests that the first five cycles of the 'vicious circle' are an
embedded discourse, equivalent to a single paragraph. This unit is
then in a contrastive relationship to the final cycle.

6. LTonclusion

A simple paragraph in Ica Expository Discourse is organized
around a single thematic participant. This participant is introduced
overtly in the first sentence of the paragraph, and is marked as
thematic by the attachment of the suffix -ri to the reference to
that participant {Sections 2.1; 3.1). Nonthematic participants may
be introduced overtly in the first sentence of the paragraph, if
they are on stage, but without -r1 attached (Sections 2.3; 3.1).
Within the compound paragraph, a nonthematic participant may 'dis-
place' the initial thematic participant, becoming the thematic par-
ticipant of the second part of the paragraph. This 'displacement’
gfzgne thematic participant by ancther is marked by -se'r! (Section
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Two exceptions to the above rules of reference to thematic par-
ticipants at the beginning of paragraphs are noted. Within a cycle
of compound paragraphs, involying the same thematic participants, it
is not necessary to refer to the thematic participant at the begin-
ning of a new cycle once the cyclic pattern has been established
{Section 5). In the Final Paragraph of the discourse, -ri is not
attached to the thematic participant of the paragraph encoding it
(Sections 2.1; 3.4).

In Narrative and Procedural Paragraphs, the domain of the the-
matic participant is not the paragraph, but the Buildup unit and
the Step respectively. A new thematic participant is established
for each of these smaller units, employing -ri (Section 3.2). In
other paragraph types, however, no further reference to the thematic
participant is made (Sections 3.2 and 3.3.3), unless the final sen-
tence of the paragraph is also the Peak {where the concept of Peak
includes a reiteration or exemplification of the Text of expository
types of paragraph {(Sectfon 3.3.1}}. -rl 1is not attached to this
reference to the thematic participant except to give him special
prominence {Sectfon 3.3.2). If he 15 overtly referred to in the
Peak sentence, any nonthematic varticinant on stage 15 also overtly
referred to (Section 3.3.4)

Within an embedded paragraph, a distinct thematic participant
from that of the paragraph in which it is embedded may be estabT{shed.
The same rules of participant reference and attachment of -r1 apply
{Section 4},
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FOOTNOTES

The Ica people are more commonly referred to as ‘Arhuaco' {John
A. Mason 1950: 157-9). They are also referred to as 'ILjca', 'Ijka'
or ‘'Iké'. Their own word for people is ['ikhi] whose closest Spanish
equivalent is Ica.

2

Since a large quantity of expository texts was not available,
this article is based on an in-depth analysis of twe Expository
Discourses. However, a variety of texts drawn from other discourse
genre served as a check on the conclusions reached.

3

The present article is based on the data collected among the
Ica in field trips since February 1968, under the auspices of the
Summer Institute of Linguistics, which s under contract with the
Ministry of Government of Colombia. Three principal language
helpers have provided invaluable help and friendship. The analysis
of the texts used in this paper is based on material given by Mr.
Briceflo Torres Villafatta and Mr. Abran lzquierdo Solis. In addition,
a more thorough understanding of the material was gained through
the helpful comments made by Mr. Abran Izquierdo Solis and Mr.
Horacio Izquierdo Solis. A concordance of some 117 pages of type-
written Ica text, produced by the Linguistic Information Retrieval
Project of the Summer Institute of Linguistics and the University
of Oklahoma Reasearch Institute, sponsored by grant RI 032701 of
the National Science Foundation, was used in background research.

4

See S.H. Levinsohn (forthcoming) for a full discussion of this
concept.

5

Examples of Ica are written orthographically in this article.
The phonemes of the Ica language are presented below Tn chart farm.
The orthographic symbols are shown in parentheses where they differ
from the phonemic symbols.

Chart 1. Consonants

Bilabial Dental Alveopalatal Velar Glottal
Stop
Voiceless p t k (c, qu) 2 (")
Voiced b d g (g, gu)
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Bilabial Dental Alveopalatal Velar Glottal
Fricative
Voiceless s
Voiced b (v) ? (11}

Spirant h (3)

Affricates
Voiceless
Voiced

[

[ {a Tl

Flap r
Nasal m n (n,K) n (nh)

Chart 2. Vowels

Front Central Back
High i i 1]
Mid e A (8) 0
Low a

6

We are grateful to Chadwick Stendal {Summer Institute of Lin-
guistics worker among the Cogui), who pointed out this use of -ri.
A comparable morpheme is also found in the Cogui language.

7
See Van Dijk’s 'actants' (1972:142ff)

The rodent does not occupy a significant role in the overall
discourse. Significant roles in an embedded unit, however, may
differ from those of the overall discourse. For instance, in a
Procedural Discourse, we would expect the objective role such as
the rodent would fill, to be a significant one.

9

See Paragraph 9 of the cycle of compound paragraphs (Section
5.}, where per: 'dog' accurs in the final sentence of the last
(Peak) paragraph describing the deterioration in the condition of
the bad dog.





