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INFORMACION DE CAMPO N9 381-4

Tipo de informacidn: "Demographic data and two texts" (Datos
demogréficos y dos textos).

Grupo étnico: Bora

Autor(es) o recopilador(es): Wesley Thiesen

Institucidn: Instituto Lingliistico de Verano
Fecha de recopilacién: 1952 y 195472
Datos sobre la distribucidn de clanes, en el afio 19523

un texto sobre la fabricacidén de manguarés y otro sobre
la construccion de casas.
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This grous of Indians called Bora both in ZEnglish ond in S»anish cre H
thousht to be related to the Titotos Ofben in the literature they are included $

as a bribe in the "itobto family and elements of the Bora culture sre described »
in dincussions of the itoto tribe, some of which apnear to be neculiar to the
Bora. This serhans is because the B ora have not assimilabed so rmuch of the
Snanish_culture and retain wore of the original culbure pabttornse For examle
awdoekt in his nopular s~riicle on the 7itobto mentions. the signal drums oo a
Jitoto culbure ibem, bub today in our area the itoto do not use them. IHovever
they say that their ancestors dide Today they use sounding boords placed over
holes made in the dirt floor. These are limited in their usefulness because
their corrying distance is less and they btogether have only two tones while the
signal drums together hove foure They do not appear to be used very muech wille
in the social Llife of the B ora the big drums still play & major roles There is
also o similarity in the langueges which is apparent on the morphological levele

s
. e

The Bora call themselves "mtQamunal’
only "our neovles They do not have a neme for their languscze but releor to it
as "methulTUY literally translated "our moubh", Acdcording to the chief of the
Inche I clan living near Puerto incgn on the Yaguasyacu River in Feru, there are
anproxinmately 100 Bora in that area® and more than this in Colombia, but no one
seems to know excet numberse The chief says he remembers how, when he was a
small boy his fether and others were beaben and »iled on firewood and burned to
death by the “hite nane &b that time there were many B ora but now there are
only o fews Their originel home wes along the Pubumayo Rivers A few apparently
still live there but the majority hove moved either into Peru or Tarther inbo
Colombia away from the borders

into contact

‘bout fifty per cent of the peonle with vhom we have cone
know a litbtle Spanishe & few of them know enouch Soanish to get along cquite

well bub the mejority are very limived in thelr obility bteo spesk or undorstond ite
There are = iving near by. Some nen of each
tribe know a little of each of the obther langusges bub Ssanish is the accented
trade languases These three tribes just recenbly had a big fiesta s-onsored by
the Bora tribe, showing a very friendly relationshin among the iribes.

This word list wes obbained chiefly {rou the chief of the Inehe I clond
with some help Trom is deughter-in-lawe There is a slight difference in dialect
among the various clans. The difference apnarently is in the amount of nalatali-
zation of consonants following i and ae This is significant because it shows
that the nalatelization is conditioned mmeh of the time 2lthough it is nob

aredictable in 2ll casese

of Dre Jike of the Summer Institute of
Iinguisticss This list is submitted by ‘lesley Thiesen, 3.I.L. Octe '52.

1 tmrdock, Cur Primitive Conbemoraries, iacmillan !
2 See made
3 Ibide
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