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EDITOR’S NOTE

Tagmemic and Matrix Linguistics Applied to Selected African Languages was

pubiished in November 1966 in limited edition as the Final Report of Contract no.

OE -5-14-065 with the Office of Education, U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare. It is republiished here in corrected form and with some of the orig-
inal appendlces omitted. It is intended that the publication of this material as a
volume of the Summer Institute of Linguistics Publications in Linguistics and Re-
lated Fields will give it the wider distribution that it deserves, Students of

African languages will find here a wealth of data and stimulating discussion that will,
hopefully, lead to further study and research on a wide variety of linguigtic topics,
Those concerned with general linguistic theory will find concrete examples of the

application of tagmemic and matrix principles developed by the author.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
INTRODUCTION & & ¢ o ¢ o v v o v o o v o 0t s 0 vt 0o 000t 00 0ooas v
CHAPTER

It CLAUSES . & v v v vt ot o 0 oo o a o s s o oo oo oo as 1
1.1, Clause TYPOLOBY v ¢ « o o o o o ¢ 0 0 ¢ 0 6 0 6 0 0 o 1
1.1.1. Basic (Kernel, Nuclear) Clause Types . . « « ¢ o o & 1

1.1, 2. Derived (Marginal) Clause TYpPesS « +« « ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o « 6

1.2, Clause Contrasts . . v v v o v o o ¢ 0 o 0o 0 0 0 0 v o 12
1.3. Clause Variants « « « ¢ v o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 0 s 00 0 0 0 « oo 16
1.3.1. Variation by Presence of Nuclear Tagmemes . . . . . . 16
1.3.2, Variation hy Optional and Marginal Tagmemes . . . . . 17
1.3.3. Variation by Order of Tagmemes . « . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ s o 17
1,3.4. Variation by Simple Substitution . , , . . ¢ ¢+ o o o & 18
1,3.5. Variation by Substitution of Manifesting Constructions . 15
1.3.6, Variation by Agreement (Concord) . . « « ¢ ¢ ¢ o & o & 19
1.3.7. Variation by Occurrence 1n Clause Clusters . . . . . . 19

1.4, Clause Distribution « « « « o « ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ ¢ o 0 0 s o o 21

1.5. Some Clause Components of Bobangi (Bantu) . . . . « & 21

1.6, Some Clause Components of Hausa (Chad, Afroasiatic). 2s

O: CLAUSE CLUSTERS IN SENTENCES . v ¢ ¢ + ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ o ¢ s o« 33
2,1, The Sentence as Setting for Clause Distribution . .. . 33

2.2, Clause Clusters (Serial Clauses) « « « « o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ o & 33
2,2.1, General Restrictions on Sequence Types in Clusters. . 35
2,2,2,  Specific Restrictions on Sequence Types in Clusters. . 37
2,2,3, Restrictions on Tagmemes withln Clause Clusters . . . 39
2,2.4. Agreement Restrictions within Clause Clusters . . . . 41
2,2.5, Development of Clause Subclusters . + o o o o ¢ o ¢ o » 42
2,2.6, Development of Auxiliary Verbs from Clause Clusters . 46

III: BEYOND THE SENTENCE « ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ s ¢ o o o ¢ 0 0606 00000 52
3.1, Sentence Clusters in Paragraphs . . « « ¢+ ¢+ « ¢ o ¢ o « 52

3.2, Discourse Structure « « « o « « ¢ o o ¢ s o 0 ¢ s ¢ o o o 56
3.2.1, Narrative . o o o o o o o 6 v 0 0 o e o 0 0 6 s 0 0 0 0o 56
3.2.2, Indirect versus Direct DISCOUrse . + « « « s« o o o o o 57
IV: NOUNS AND NOUN PHRASES . & . v ¢ ¢ ¢ s 0 0 0o 0 00 0000 63
4.1, Types of Noun Phrases . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o 0 0 0 0 o o s 63
4,2, Development of Compound Nouns .« . « « « o ¢ v ¢ o o &« 68

4.3. Syntactic Markers Developed from Nouns . ... ... 72

4,4, Irregularities within Noun Classes as Distortion of

Field ¢ ¢ o o ¢ 6 6 0 6 6 o s s o 0 0 o0 s s o s 0a0a0 73

vii



TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued)

CHAPTER

4.5,
4.5.1.

Noun Concord . . v ¢ ¢ o o o v 0 ¢ e s 000 0o0oon

Ranking in Singular-Plural Prefix Pairs . . . . . .

Ve VERBS ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ 66 0t 6ot oo oot oassoosseas

5.1,
5.2.
5.3,

Vowel Fusion in Matrix Display ... .......
Tone PatterninVerbs .. ... .4 00 0e e
Hausa (Afroaslatic) Formatives in Person-Aspect
Markers . . . v o v o v v v s 0o oo v v oo eo o

VI: PHONOLOGY + o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 0 006 000 scoeessoss

ViIIL:

VIO;

6.1
6.2,
6.2.1
6.2.2.
6.2.3.
6.2.4

6.3
6.3.1
6.3.2.
6.3.3
6.4

Quasi-Isochronic Units of an Accentual Hierarchy.

Tone & v o v o o 0 e 0 ot 0 0 e et o0 00 e ae o

Basic Tone Heights . . v ¢« ¢ v ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 0 66 0 0 0 0@

Lowered Key (Terrace Developed from Lost Low. . . .

Terrace Tone Developed from Low-Replaced-by High .
Indications of a Developing Downstep in a Three-Level
ByStem . o v ¢ v v 4 bt b e e e i e e e e

Extra-High Tone and Up-Step Developed from Influence

Of LOW o v o v ¢ o 0 0 o 0 o 6 0 0 s 0 a s o s ooase
Overlap of Conditional Allotones . . « ¢« o v ¢ o « &
Towards Internal Reconstruction of Tone Chains. .
Theory of Phoneme Types as Item, Process, and

Relation o o v ¢ o o o v 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 a0 oo
Segmental Phonemes . + « v « v s+ o s 6 ¢ o 0 o o o o
On the Phonetics of Vowel Harmony . . « v ¢ o « &
General Phonetic8 & o v ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 6 0 0 s oo

On Data Collectlon Preparatory to Workshop Analysis

Intersection of Voice Quality with Gesture . . . . .

IMPLICATIONS OF MATRIX APPROACH IN PEDAGOGICAL

PLANNING & ¢ ¢ ¢t ¢ 0 o o0 o 000 oo oeioeseeas
SUMMARY . . i it ot o oo oo oo oueoooaoeos

APPENDICES

Is
1I:

Grammatical Prosodies ? ?, John T.Bendor-Samuel . . . . .

Preliminary Report on Para-Linguistics in Mbembe (E Nigeria),

P.

M. Revill . & 4 v v v it s e oot e v oo 00t e ooasaos

viil

Page

75
75
79
79
61

&4

87
87
92
92
93
95

96

97
96
100

102
103
103
103
104
104

106
109

111

115





