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1. INTRODUCTION

There are approximately 8,500 speakers of the Nii
language known as Ek Nii. This language occupies an area
of about 10 miles of the Wahgi Valley starting at Kudjip
on the east, and going west to the Tuman river. It also
covers the whole of the valley running north and south and
perhaps over the ridges. This language is a small pocket
between two large language groups - the Wahgi on the east
and the Medelpa on the west. The Nii language is a member
of the Hagen Language Family.

Our location is centrally located in the language area
on the south side of the valley in the largest dialect of
the language. Most of the Nii people live in small
hamlets scattered through out the area wherever their land
and gardens may be. We chose the village Kiam which
was called together by the Lutheran Mission, for our place

to work under the auspices of the Summer Institute of Linguistics.
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Kusa, our informant, is about 25 years old and is from
the Monga dialect. This dialect is centrally located in

this language area on the south side of the Wahgi River.

He is from the village of Kiam and speaks Pidgin

English.

1.1. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

wWorking under the auspicies of the Summer Institute
of Linguistics, we have been in Kiam village
approximately 29 months working on different aspects
of the Nii language from 1967 to 1973.

Recognition is given to Ann Cochrane for her help
on writing up this paper which is a revision of our

1969 paper.

1.2, SYMBOLIZATION

Parentheses ( ) represents the phonetic writing.
Brackets / / represents the phonemic writing.
Underline ( _ ) is used to symbolize dental
position.

The dot ( . ) is used to symbolize velar positionv
The plus ( + ) symbolizes fricativeness.

The line through ( - ) is used to symbolize

voicelessness.
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2. INTERPRETATION

Z.1l. THE STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER CONSONANT
OR VOWEL:

Syllabic high front and back vocoids (i) and
(u) are interpreted as vowels, as they occur as
the nucleus of the syllable. The non-syllabic
high front and back semi-vocoids (y) and (w) are
interpreted as consonants as they occur in syllable

onset slots.

/owi/ (owi) 'big"

/wu/ (wu) ‘man*

/ya/ (ya) 'here'

/pdiyo/ (pﬁiyo) 'you go!!
/giyéb / (giyEE ) 'walk carefully"'

2.2. THE STATUS OF ITEMS WHICH MAY BE EITHER SEQUENCE
OR UNITS:

Non-suspect clusters of two consonants may occur
word final, and medial across syllable boundries. The
prenasalized obstruents have been interpreted as single
units as they occur initially but there are no non-

suspect initial or triple clusters.

/kalt/ (kaltR) 'I cooked it

s ~
/wetipi/ (welipi) 'line of people"
+ +
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/kvspi/ (kuspt) 'kind of bird"
/kaggg(i/ (kagggfbh) 'star’

/méhge/ (méhgs) 'line of people’
/nendz/ (nents) 'skin'

/ndzu/ (ndzii) 'man‘s name'
/ond/ (ontﬁ) *‘wood '

/kon/ (k%on) 'net bag'

Vocoid clusters (ei), (eiv), (ai), (oi), (ot) (ou)
have been interpreted as complex syllable nuclei for
the following reasons:

Each of the clusters forms the nucleus of a syllable
of 1 mora timing, carrying one contrastive (either
high or rising) pitch and stress occurs over the whole
cluster. Wherever sequences of vocoids occur as the
nuclei of two syllables there are two contrastive
pitches, stress falls on only one nucleus and a semi-
vowel is articulated between the vowel nuclei. Because
neither vowels of the cluster is generally more
dominant than the other, as either level or gliding
tone may occur, and as new phonemes do not need to

be set up, this interpretation has been followed rather

than that of setting up glided phonemes.

/oi/ (oi) ‘moon'

Jov/ (o) 'mud
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/€i/
/ev/
/péhnsg/
/kaimb/
/a%oﬂ/
/Biyo/
/miy{h/
Jowid/
/S1yo/
/peiyo/

(ei)
(e0)
(péﬁneq)
(kaimph)
(a%6ﬁ)
(Piyo)
(miygﬁ)
(owd)
(iyo)

7.
(peiyo)

"up’
'he/she/it"
‘afternoon’
'sorry’
'incorrect’
‘you listen!'
'blood’

‘dog’

‘you come!'

'you all go!'

2.3. INTERPRETATION OF LABIALIZED CONSONANTS AS SEQUENCES

OF CONSONANT PLUS VOWEL.

Lablialized consonants (b"%, ng¥, t¥, k¥, m¥)

preceding /i/ have been interpreted as sequences of

consonant and vowel (bu, ngu, tu, ku, mu,) for the

following reasons:

(1) As there are no non-suspect consonant clusters

initially, where labialized consonants occur

most frequently they could be interpreted as

complex units,

If so, five complex phonemes

would then be added to the list of consonant

41

phonemes, however they occur rarely in comparison

with other consonant phonemes and then only preceding

/i/.
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The consequent (ui) parallels the vowel sequences

(ei), (ai), and (oi), which occur as syllable

nuclei.
/mdfni/
/nguimb(y
/¥ui/
/kui/

7
/numbui /

(mW{ni/deni) *lizzard’
(ngwimb(Ynguimb(3 'Grasshopper’
(twi/tui) ‘ax, knife'
(kwi/kui) '‘rat’

7, 7 .
(numbwi/numbui) 'I will eat’
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3. OUTLINE OF PHONEMES
3,1, CHART OF PHONEMES
Bilabial Dental Alveolar Velar
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3.2, DESCRIPTION OF CONTRASTIVE FEATURES

The main contrastive feature of the consonants of
the Nii language is pre-nasalization versus non
pre-nasalization. There is contrast between obstruents

nasals, laterals, and semi vowels.

/pun/ (pun) 'you sleep'
/mbin/ (mbtn) 'we will go'
/&t/ (eR) 'you work!'
/end/ (enth) 'I work"
/kal/ (kal) *you cook!’
+ +
/ngat/ (ngai) ‘needle"’
¥ ¥
/en/ (en) *you did it
/on/ (on) 'you came'
v
/ond/ (ontR) ‘tree'
/at/ (a%) ‘east’
+ ‘ +/
/OWi/ (owi) 'big'
/ -
/pero/ (pelo) 'you (2) go
+ +
~
/peiyo/ (peiyo) ‘you all go'

There is also contrast between bilabial and dental,
alveolar and velar. Voicing versus voicelessness is

not significant.

/kom/ (kom) ‘ear'
/kon/ (kon/k%on) ‘face'
/pim/ (pim) 'he hears'

/pin/ (pin) 'you hear'
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/hbt§/
/ndz {31/
/ €t/ )
/ek/
/ndodl/
/ng{)%i/
/nundz/
/nundz/
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(mbc%) 'we (2) go'
(ggg{}t) 'where'

(eR) ‘you work"'

(exh) 'talk"

(ndo%&) 'stick’

(ngg%i) 'name of village'
(nlints) 'I ate'

(nunts) 'I give’

The vowels contrast in placement and position of

the tongue. Fronted versus backed and high, mid, and

low positioning.
/wi/
/wu/
/n/
/no/
/emn/
/am/
/pi/
/pt/
/ve/
/kun/
/¥xon/
/kaﬁ/

(wi) 'nothing*
(wv) ‘man'

(nt) ‘you talk!'
(no) ‘you eat!"’
(em) ‘pandanas'
(am) 'milk"’

(pi) ‘you hear!'
(pt) 'you sleep!"
(pe) ‘now’

(kup) ‘pig'
(kog/kog) 'wing of bird'

(kan) ‘'boy’
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DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES AND ALLOPHONES
4.1. CONSONANTS -

Phonemes Allophones

/p/ (p) Voiceless bilabial stop occurs
word initial and medial.

(b) Voiced bilabial stop occurs in
fluctuation with (p).

(ph) Voiceless bilabial aspirated
stop occurs word and utterance
finally and is mutually
exclusive with (p) (b).

(p?) Voiceless bilabial stop with
voiced central vocoid release
occurs in free variation with
(pN) word finally as a
transition between words in a

phrase.
/kupQ/ (kup0) ‘cloud’
/pey/ (pen) ‘black
Ve

/Pimfy (pimc¢) 'bee"
/ndup/ (nduph) 'fire'

s = '
/mo%ag/ (mo%ap ) potato '
/amb/ (amph) 'woman'

/ndup kai/ (ndup’ka /ndup ka%
start fire!

/mo}ap ral/ molaph tal/holap ra;)
*  rtwo'potdtoes'*
Phonemes Allophones
/mb/ (mb) Voiced prenasalized bilabial

stop occurs word initially and
medially.
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Phonemes

Phonemes

/s/
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Allophones

(mp)

(mp")

(mp?3)

Voiceless prenasalized bilabial
stop occurs word medially in
fluctuation with (mb).

Voiceless prenasalized bilabial
aspirated stop occurs word
finally.

Voiceless prenasalized bilabial
stop with vocoid release occurs
in free fluctuation with (mp")
utterance medial as a transition
between words.

/mben/ (mben) 'bean'

7 /
/ggmbfi/ (tembC%/tempci)

+ + 7 t'ghike"

/amb/ (amph) 'woman'
/amb Fai/ (amph ta;/amp‘faé)
+ *two womén'

Allophones

Voiceless dental grooved
fricative occurs initially
fluctuating with (t) and (ts);
medially and finally fluctuating
with (ts).

Voiceless dental grooved
affricate occurs word initial
and final fluctuating with (s).
Voiceless dental stop occurs
word initial and medial in
fluctuation with (s) and (ts).
/kes/ (k(g/k(ts)'bad"’
/se/ (te/tse) 'take it

/stmb/ (z(mph/ig(mph) '‘foot'
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/ndz/
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/ / /
/wusi/ (wusi/woti)'cat®
s / /
/oxs(n/ (o01tin/>1ts(n)
* 'yesterday'
Allophones
(ndz) Voiced prenasalized dental

(nts)

grooved affricate occurs word
initially, medially, and
finally.

Voiceless prenasalized dental
grooved affricate occurs word
initially and medially in
fluctuation with (ndz)and
fluctuates with (ns) and (ndz)
finally.

Voiceless prenasalized dental
grooved fricative occurs word
finally in fluctuation with
(nts) and (ndz).

Voiced prenasalized dental
grooved affricate with slight
high front vocoid release
occurs freely fluctuating with
(ndz) in consonant clusters
preceding heterorganic

stops and nasals.

/ndzi/ (ndzi) ‘cold’

/ / /
/ndztit/  (ndztlt/ntsclt)
* *+ ‘where'

/ / 7/
/kandzip/ (kandztph/kantszph)

‘star’
/endz / (endz/ents/éns)
'waste'

7/ /
/endzpin/  (endz'pin)’we all
worked*
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Phonemes Allophones

/Et/ (%)

Voiced alveolar flapped vibrant
occurs utterance medial in
fluctuation with (t)

Voiced alveolar trilled vibrant
occurs in free fluctuation
with (¥).

Voiceless alveolar stop with
voiceless flapped vibrant
release occurs following (1)
word finally.

Voiceless alveolar aspirated
stop oc%urs in free fluctuation
with (t&)

Voiceless alveolar trilled
vibrant occurs postvocalically
word finally.

Voiceless alveolar stop occurs
word initially following

another word of an utterance
in fluctuation with (¥).

/arem/ (aftm/aftm) 'father’
/konu kumb ronum/(kogu kump
tonum/konu kump ronum)
‘It is raining'

/et/ (eR) ‘work '
/olY/ (oltﬁ/olth) *long’

Phonemes Allophones

/nd/ (nd)

(nt)

Voiced prenasalized alveolar
stop occurs word initially and
medially.

Voiceless prenasalized alveolar
stop occurs in fluctuation
with (nd).
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(nth)

(ntﬁ)

(nt?)

Phonemes

/k/
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Voiceless prenasalized alveolar
aspirated stop occurs word final.

Voiceless prenasalized alveolar
stop with voiceless flapped
vibrant release occurs word
finally 1n free fluctuation
with (nth).

Voiceless prenasalized alveolar
stop with vocoid release occurs
in free fluctuation with (nt™)
utterance medial as a transition
between words.

/ndup/ (nduph/ntuph) 'fire'

e
/kendal/ (kental/kendd )
u 'place name'

/nond/ (nonth/nontR)
‘I am eating’

. 7 .7
/ond kaipt/(onth kalpt/opti
kaipt)
'kind of tree'

Allophones

(k)
(g)
(k)

(k%)

Voiceless velar stop occurs
word initial and medial.

Voiced velar stop occurs in
fluctuation with (k).

Voiceless velar aspirated stop
occurs word final.

Voiceless velar stop with
voiced central vocoid release
occurs in free fluctuation
with (kD) utterance medial as
a transition between words.

Preceding /a/ and /o/ in some
words /k/ and /ku/ occur in
free variation.
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Phonemes

/ne/
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/ka/ (ka) *good"
/ /
/akéy (aka/aga) 'sweet
potato’
s/ /s .
/kombu/ (kombu ) ‘marita’
/kon/, /kuon/ 'string
bag'
7 7/ .
/konduk/, /kuonduk/ ‘'shirt'
/ndok/ (ndokh) ‘frog'
v/ V/ . .
/nifik/ (nirikh)  rinside
/pek To/  (pekD to/pek®to)
‘peel’
Allophones
(Qg) Voiced prenasalized velar stop
occurs word initially and
medially.,
(gk) Voiceless prenasalized velar
stop occurs in fluctuation with
(ng).
(Qkh) Voiceless prenasalized aspirated
velar stop occurs word finally.
(7ka) Voiceless prenasalized velar

stop occurs in free fluctuation
with (qkh) utterance medial as
a transition between words.

/ngox/ (ngoi/nkok)
7 * ? O* r}sgi*'ong pit-pit’
/pgupﬁ/ (qgupﬁ) ‘mouth’
7 e

/mogge/ (monge ) 'line of
people'

/ang/ (agkh) *they stood
up*

v
/égg punmuin/ (9gkh punmun/
ank®punmin) ‘they went'
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Phonemes

/m/

/n/

Phonemes

/n/

NITI PHONOLOGY

Allophones

(m)

(n)

Voiced bilabial nasal occurs
word initially, medially, and
finally.

/me/ (me) 'taro'’
/om67 (3m63 *fish'
/num/ (num) ‘you ‘sing’

Voiced dental nasal occurs
word initially, medially and
finally.

/8267 (53(5 ‘sun'
/nun/ (nim) 'you'
/kon/ (kon) 'face"

Voiced alveolar nasal occurs
word initially, medially and
finally.

/kon/ (kon) 'belium’
/nok/ (noi) 'water'
+ +
7 ~
/enum/ (entm) 'they!
Allophones

(n)

Voiced velar nasal occurs word
initial, medial and final.

/nendz/ (nents)  'skin’
/kagf%/ (kagfé) 'boy’
/kun/ (kun) 'pig’
/ven/ (pen) 'head'
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/3/ (2)

(L)
(1)

/1/ (1)
(1)

/x/ ()

+ +
(1)
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Voiceless dental lateral
fricative occurs word final.

Voiced dental lateral fricative
occurs intervocallically,

Voiced alveodental lateral
occurs intervocalicly,preceding
a consonant.

- v
/moxal/ (molat) I'm not
T v+ staying'
/neat/ (pga) ‘'pencil®
s -
/exep/ (elcph)'joined
+ * together'
/mut/ (mut) ‘'point of
+ + spear'
/oég(ﬁ/ (o%i(h)'yesterday'

Voiced alveolar flapped lateral
occurs word intervocalically.

Voiced alveolar lateral occurs
preceding /%/.
v / v
/mulum/ (mulvm)'he was stay-
ing before’
v/ v/ . .
/ngolum/  (ngolum)'pit pit"
./ v /
/pal(g/ (palty) 'pig fence'

v/ ./
/kelip/ (keltph) 'cough of an
old person'

/kalt/ (kalt®) 'I cooked'
Voiceless velar lateral
fricative occurs word finally.

Voiced velar lateral fricative
occurs intervocalically,
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Phonemes

s/

/y/
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Voiceless velar lateral fricative
with voiced central vocoid
release occurs word finally as

a transition between words.

/6%55/ (5}(;h) 'you (2)*
/no%/ (no%) 'water'
/ku%éy (ku%é} ‘dry*
/ho%/ (mo%) 'I stay'

Ve
/muzél/  (mul€l)  ‘you (2)
+ 4+ + 3 stay’

/nonéné: nt/(nonEné%’ ny 'vou (2)
* cannot eat, you say'

Allophones

Voiced bilabial high closed
rounded semi vocoid occurs word
initially and medially.

/wa/ (wu) 'man '
/owé/ (owé} 'yes'
/wi/ (wi) 'nothing’
/owﬁy (JWJ} 'dog"'

Voiced high close front
unrounded semi vocoid occurs
initial and medial.

s Y
/siyo/ (tsiyo) ‘get it!®
/ya/ (ya) 'here'

7 s
/puiyo/ (puiyo)  'you go!’
/yo/ (yo) ‘get it!’
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4.2. VOWELS
Vowels differ in inherent basic length accord-
ing to tongue position, the low vowel /a/ being
the longest, /t/, /i/, and /u/ the shortest.
Vowels tend to bé longer in stressed final position
than elsewhere in words of the same number of

syllables.
Phonemes Allophones

/i/ (i) Voiced high closed front
unrounded vocoid occurs word
medially and finally.

/xip/ (kiph) 'a name'
/wi/ (wi) 'nothing
, v
/pimt/ (pime) ‘bee'
s
/Wsmbi/ (wembi) ‘snake’
YAYA (v) Voiced high open front backed

unrounded vocoid occurs preceding
lateral consonants and fluctuates
freely with (+) following
consonant clusters immediately
preceded by front and central
vocoids.

(%) Voiced high open central unround-
ed vocoid occurs following
consonant clusters immediately
preceded by front and central
vocoids.

(0) Voiced high open front unrounded
vocoid elsewhere.
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Phonemes

/€/
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/kug(? (kug{) ‘food'
/&pfy (8p(3 'something’
/kvs/ (kts) ‘bad"'
/oug(/ (OUQ{) 'together'
/ogs(;/ (o;}(ﬁ) 'yesterday'’

e s

/endzint}/(endzenid) 'dl.worked’
E— ¥ +

/n(_/ (nfl)

/muinend pln/(mulne deln) "we
didn't stay’

'mark on face'

v /v — -~ /v —-—
/kurnarptn/ (kufnafpen) 'we
didn't find it’

Allophones

()

(e)

Voiced mid close central un-
rounded vocoid occurs in unstressed
second syllable in multi-syllable
words following non-dental

laterals following /£/ in

initial syllable.

Voiced mid close front unrounded
voiced occurs as first member of
complex nuclei.

Voiced mid open front unrounded
vocoid occurs elsewhere.

/telsnembl/(telenembl)'l will not

plant’
/endaim/ (endeim) ‘one'
/se/ (te) ‘get it’
/ent/ (ent) 'sun'
/emn/ (em) 'goroka nut'
/mer/ (meR) 'north’

/et/ (ed) 'up'
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v v /
/belembii/ (belombll) 'we two will
* * read'

/welepi/ (welspi) 'clan name'

Phonemes Allophones

/a/ (A) Voiced mid open central unrounded
vocoid occurs word finally
following a lateral and in free
fluctuation with (A) word finally
following /w/.

(2) Voiced low close front unrounded
vocoid occurs word medially in
free fluctuation with (a)
preceding velar laterals.

(A) Voiced mid open central raised
unrounded vocoid occurs in free
fluctuation with (A) word finally
following /w/.

(a) Voiced low open central unrounded
vocoid occurs elsewhere.

/am/ (am) 'milk"
/akg/ (aka) 'sweet potatoe'
/mam/ (mam) ‘his mother'

e Ve s
/saxtm/  (talim/taltm) 'it is
+ + + here'

/ y
/pa;(/ (palt/paldpn) ‘male’
¥ + +
% /
An%a/ (prla) 'girl's name;
+

. 7 e v L .
/afuwa/  (afuwA/atuwAa)'pumpkin®

/u/ (u) Voiced high close back round
vocoid, occurs only in CV
syllables medially and finally.
It usually follows velar stops
and fluctuates with (u) when
preceded by (k) and followed by
nasal or a stop. (u) also occurs
in the environment of liquids.
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(b)

(+)

(V)
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Voiced high close front unrounded
vocoid on-glide to voiced high
open back rounded vocoid occurs
between two dental consonants,
and following dentals in open
monosyllables.

Voiced high open central
unrounded vocoid occurs following
dental consonants following back
vowels.

Voiced high open back unrounded
vocoid occurs in open final
syllables following alveolar
consonants following back vowels.

Voiced high open back rounded
vocoid occurs elsewhere,

/ndzu/ (gggﬁ) 'man’'s name'
/kun/ (kun/kun) 'straight
place’
/wu/ (wu) 'man’
/nom&/ (nomg) 'louse'
/kuéé/ (ku%XS 'grass'’

/ndup/ (nduph) ‘fire'

7/ e e .
/kunui/  (kunvi/kunvi)’'kind of
* + + greens'

/nundz / (gbnts) 'I ate’
v v
/pundzun/ (pundztn) ‘they went'
«/ vz
/opru/ (oprt) 'lizard’

/ .7
/tonu/ (tont) 'up'
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Phonemes

/o/

59

Allophones

(o)

(2)

Voiced mid, close back, rounded
vocoid occurs word initial,
medial and final.

Voiced, mid, open back, rounded,
vocoid occurs word initial,
medial and fluctuates with (o).

Voiced mid close central rounded
vocoid occurs in unstressed
second syllable in multi-syllable
words following non-dental
nasals and/prenasalized stops

o)

following /o/ in initial syllable.
/omb/ (omp!/amph) 'sugar’
/no/ (no) ‘eat!

/op/ (oph/oph) ‘'yam'

/fokﬁy (takﬁ/togﬁS 'tobacco’
/pop/ (pap"/pop™) *wind"

/ 7 .
/nonomun/ (nonamun) 'they will eat'

/ %
/kxongonum/(konganum) ' they are
biting'
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S. CONTRASTS OF PHONEMES

5.1. CONSONANTS:

/p/ and /mb/

/r/ and /nd/

/r/ and /s/

/ptn/
/mbin/
/kip/
/kumb/
/pep/
/pemb/

/stp/
/8umb/

/et/

/end/
/éf(;/
/end(%/
/nut/
/nundz/
ey,
/enaz i/

Jeiin/
/8§t/m/
/kLt/
/kis/
/Tu/
/su/

NII PHONOLOGY

(ptn) ‘you sleep’
(mbtn) ‘'we will go'
(ktp") ‘'burned food' ¢

(ktmph/klmbh) '‘name’
(pep™) 'I am sleeping’

(pemb!/pempn) ' I want to
sleep'

(tip/tsiph) 'getting it’

(tump"/tsumph) "leg' oy

|

(eR) 'you work!'
(ent) 'I am working'

/
(eftm) 'he worked' _

J/ ]
(endem) 'cooked' L
(nuR) 'I ate before'
(nunts) 'I ate'

. 7 .

(eftn) ‘'other side’

/
(endzty) ' they work'

.7
(erem)

'he works'
P ,
(estm) ‘he worked'
(ktR) "to tie bundle'
(kis) 'a name'
(tu) 'bring it!’ -,

(tu/tsu) 'mark it!’
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/nd/ and /ndz/

/s/ and /nd/

/s/ and /ndz/

./
/eritkit/
+

7
/eskey/
i

/ndu/
/ndzu/
/kand/

v/
/kxandztp/

/end/

/endz/
/pund/

/pundzdn/

/
/kitndziep/

7/
/esty/

61

/
(eFikid)'dl.do it'

/
(eskt) 'smoke’
+

(ndu) 'kind of bird'

(Qggu) 'a name'
(kanth) ‘I am looking'
(kagggfﬁh)'star'
(endh/enth) 'TI work'
(ents) 'I worked'
(punth) '1 am going'

/S
(pundz+tn) 'they go'

(eg(%) ‘grass’

(end(é) 'put something’
(esum) ‘'worked'
(and(%) ‘cooked'
(kes)  'bad’
(kLndh/kLnth)'put ity
(zuph/guph)'bringing it

(nduph) 'fire'

/
(agtph) 'a name’
/S
(andz(ph)'a name"
/
(ktsaph) 'a name’
" h

(ktndzpf)'kind of tree'

-
(est3) 'grass'’
+

/s s
/eﬁgilqti/(endZLgL%)'dl. worked"
+
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/t/ and /ndz/

/kis/
/kindz/

/ex/
/endz/
/et )/
/endz{n/
/nur/
/nundz/
/put/
/pundz/

NII PHONOLOGY
(kes) *bad’

(ktnts) 'I put’

(eR) *you work!"
(ents) 'I worked'
(Ef(h) 'behind'
(&Qggfb)'we all work'
(nuR) 'I ate before’
(nundz) 'I ate'

(puR) 'I went before’

(pundz) 'I went'

/%/ and /3/ and /1/ MEDIAL POSITION
¥ +

/t/ and /3/

/
/exep/
+v/
/kelip/

fexlo/
t oy
/kuza/
+
/xuld/
/
/kuta/
Nz
/paimi /
-'-
v/
/palin/

4

/pax(/
4

/
(¢lipl) *joined together'
+

* /0
(kelupf)'cough of old
person'

’ h
(elep”) 'you two'
o
(kula) ‘'name of greens'
+
(kuiés ‘chicken'
/
(kula) ‘dry’'
o
(palmt) 'a name'
My ,
(palin) 'pig fence'

/
(pa2t) 'bamboo rope’
+

FINAL POSITION

/nga%/

(ngax) ‘pencil’
pre
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/1/ and /¥/

/%/ and /k/

/ngat/ (ngaz)

/mu%/ (mu)
/mut/ (mu%)
/ngok/ (ngoi)

/neoi/ (ngot)
/nix/ (ntl)

+

/ntt/ (nt})

+ +
MEDIAL POSITION

./ v/
/tulum/ (tulum)
/ﬁufda/ (iufJﬁ)
/keifg/
Jerp/  (eFip

v/ ./
/kulum/ (kulum)
Jkuddn/  (ku¥om)
/muiﬁ&/ (muiéﬁ)
/mufﬁy (muf63
/ax/ (a)
/ak/ (axh)
/nox/ (no%)
/nok/ (nokh)
/tat/ (tai)
/Tak/ (takh)
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‘scratch
oneself’

'spear point'
Ueggl

'red leaf of
tree'

‘a name'
‘'mark face'

'talked’

'sew up mat'

‘he fought
before’

V/h
(kelip®™)'cough of old

person'
‘I make'
'fill up'
'he found'
'he stayed'

'good smell'

‘east’
‘dig:"'
‘water’
'they ate'
'two'

'you build'
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/n/ and /n/

/n/ and /n/

/n/ and /n/

/qguf/
/neuk/

/ren/
/pen/
/um/
/nim/
/kun/
/kun/
/kon/
/kon/

/kon/
/kon/
/Ton/
/Fun/

/kon/
/xon/
/na/
/na/
/nendz/
/nendz/
/nond%/

/Qonda/

(nguf )
(nguxh)

(pen)
(pen)
(npum)
(ntm)
(kun)
(kun)
(kon)
(kon)

(kon)
(X%3n)
(ton)

(tun)

(kon)
(kon)
(na)
(na)
(nents)
(nents)
/

(nonum)

(Qondﬁ)

NITI PHONOLOGY

‘take off’

'tanget’

'head'

'straight place’
'he gave'’

'you"

'pig"

‘straight’

'to bite'

'‘face (cheek)"

'string bag'

‘face'

'you fight'

'you fought
before'

'string bag'

'to bite’

'pe

'later’

‘where'

'skin'

'he is eating'

'he gave it'
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/?/ and /gg/ /90%6%/ (90%6%) 'he gave'
/980t/ (ngo}) 'pit pit’
/mé%ga/ (mébge) 'line of people'
/m09é7 (mog£3 '‘come to get
something'
/kx/ and /Qg/ /kupﬁ7 (kupJS 'cloud"'
/ r}gupu// (r}gupu/ ) 'mouth’
/ka%/ (ka%) 'you cook:'
/nga%/ (nga%) 'scratch skin'

V/ V/
/kxolum/ (kolum) 'he died'
v/ v/ . .
/ngolum/ (ngolum)'pit pit’

/kuk/ (kuk) 'fur of kapule’
/?guk/ (9gukh) 'tanget'

/w/ and /p/ /wei/ (wei) 'all come!’
/pei/ (pei) 'all go!’
/wi/ (wi) 'nothing'
/pi/ (pi) 'hear'
/wer/ (wa%) ‘come (d1l)!°
/p€;/ (pex)  'go (d1l)!’
/ow&? (awzs '‘dog"

/
/Opd/ (opu) ‘fight'
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5.2 CONTRASTS OF VOWELS:
/i/ and /t/, and /&/

/kip/
/kip/

/kep/
/pindz/
/pindz/
/pendz/
/pi/
/pt/
/ve/
/pip/
/pip/
/rep/

/u/ and /o/ and /a/
/kun/
/kon/
/kan/
/kumb/
/komb/
/kamb/
/tuk/
/tok/

NIT PHONOLOGY

(kiph) 'a name'

(klph) 'something
burned'

(kep) rdry:
(pints) 'I heard’
(ptnts) 'I slept’

(pents) 'dirty’

(pi) 'hear'

(pt) 'sleep’
(pe) "now'
(piph) 'I hearing’

(ptph) 'top on bottle’

(pep™) 'I want to
sleep'

(kun) 'pig’

(kog) 'bite’

(kag) 'boy"

(kumph) ‘nose’
(xomph/kompl) * name *
(kamph) 'worm'

(tukh) 'break’
(tokN/tokM) *they hit'
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/tak/ (tak™)'build"

/a/ and /c/ /kem/ (kem) 'kind of tree"
/kam/ (kam) ‘'mouth full of

food"

/em/ (em) ‘'pandanus’
/am/ (am) ‘'milk’
/pe/ (pe) ‘'now!
/va/ (pa) ‘'you go quick!"

6 DISTRIBUTION OF PHONEMES
6.1, CONSONANTS

All single consonants may occur in all consonant
positions of the word, with the following limitations.

Neither %, % or I occur word initial.

Neither w, y, ng, or 1 occur word final,

There are no consonant clusters word initial.
Consonant clusters of two consonants may occur word
medial but are divided by the syllable break. There
is also a class of verbs in certain asvects which

has a consonant cluster finally,

/es. kix/ (esk (%) 'smoke !
/kis.ol/ (kespl) 'kind of bird!
/ok.s(n/ (51t<n) 'yesterday'
/mo%f/ (molﬁh) 'now staying'
/mu%s/ (mu%ﬁs) '] stayed!

/kalr/ (kalth) 'T am cooking'
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/keis/ (kelts) 'I cooked'
/moe i/ (mbelth) 'I am reading'

6.2, VOWELS
All vowels may occur in all vowel positions of
the word with the following limitations.

Neither /i/, /¢/, or /u/ occur word initial,

/op/ (op™) 'yam!'

/am/ (am) 'milk!'

Jem/ (em) 'pandanas nut'
/wi/ (wi) 'nothing!

/n¢/ (nd) 'you talk!'

/su/ (tu) 'bring!’

/pin/ (pin) 'vou hear!'
/s) (ten) 'we all!

/Tun/ (tun) 'name place'

Vowel clusters of two vowels may occur in all CVV

or VVC syllables of the word,

/eim/ (eim) 'he/she'!
/aim/ (éfm) 'his sister'
/#o0i/ (t6%) 'light’
/kei/ (kei) tbird'

/Tui/ (tui) Tax'

/kou/ (kou) ‘vou carry!’
/koivn/ (k5iph) 'a name'

/Wéapl/ (wé&pn) 'flying fox'
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7. THE SYLLABLE

The syllable comprises a nucleus of one or two

vowels which may be preceded or followed by a

consonant. Each syllable nucleus is a unit of potential
stress placement. Diverse vowel clusters /ai/, /ei/,
/ev/, [/oi/, Jor/, /ui/, and /ou/ comprise the complex
nucleus of the syllable, having only one stress.

Mono~ Syllable patterns are:

vV /oi/ (oi) 'moon'*

vve /€im/ (eim) 'him!

cvv /mgi/ (mei) 'ground !

CVvC /koip/ (koiph) 'kind of tree!
cv /ku/ (ku) 'stone!

cve /no%/ (no%) 'water'

Ve /am/ (am) ‘milk®

Syllable patterns combine to make up two syllable words.

7 P
v.cv /e.xu/ (elu) 'kind of tree!
N .
V.CVV Je.Fei/ (erei) 'you all make it!'
Vd
VC.CVC /eg.k(;/ (esked) 'smoke '
/"~ /+
VV.Ccve Je€i.mc/ (eim(2)  'left-over food'
/ +
CvV.CV /kxupu/ (kupS) ‘cloud'
i ~” h .
cv,cve /K (.TFap/ (k(¥ap™) 'kind of tree!
cve.ov /kis.pl/ (k¢sp()  'kind of bird"

Ccvv,.Ccv /wai.kfy (weikf) ‘greens!
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Syllable patterns further combine to make up words of
from 3 to 5 syllables.

vC,ve.Cve /and.tn.mfh/ (andcnm(h)'they are walking'
VC,CVC.CVC /end.nénj.voin/(endnénjpen)'we didn't walk'
CVC.CVC.VC /tek.na.ntm/ (teknanim)'he didn't build"
CVC.CVC.CV /pur.nen.mba/(pu¥nEnmba) 'it won't rot!
cv,cve,cve /no.nénj.pfn/(nonéﬁjp?n) ‘we didn't eat!

e
cve.ve,Cve /mo%.u;.mﬁn/ (mokuimun) 'we are always
ot M staying'

rd
cve,Ve,VC,CVC /pend.di.ti.men/ ( DEndLiL umn) 'We are
+ o+ always putting'

cveg.cve.ve.cve /mo; naL L; min/ (moLnalc&mtn) 'we are
not alwavs staying'

cv.Ccv,Ve,ve,.CVe /ke, na. }t }l.an/ (kenailJ(an) 'We
are not always seeing'

/pend. na L YU YO mun/ (pandnalthanTWe
are not always in the.habit of" putting'

8. THE PHONOLOGICAL WORD

The phonological word in Nii consists of one to five
syllables with one primary stress‘/(a composite of higher
pitch and intensity) which is unpredicable except in the
following cases,

In verbs, stress falls on the final syllable of words
with two or more syllables. When the verb includes a negat-
ive affix a secondary stress ~ occurs. When the final syllable
is a future suffix the primary stress falls on it and the

secondary stress falls on the negative affix; in all other
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cases the primary stress falls on the negative affix and the

secondary stress falls on the final syllable.
/nonbimin/ (nonaimin) ‘'we didn't eat!

/punénmbs / (pungnmbi) 'I will not go!

/ninéndzptn/ (ntnéndzipin) 'we didn't talk'

/pinddim/ (pindaim) 'he doesn't know'
MONOSYLLABLES
Joi/ (0i) 'moon!

/oi/ (1) 'mud !

/ei/ (€1) '3rd person'
/e/ (&) 'tail of bird!
TWO-SYLLABLES

s

/fombu/ (tgmbu) 'sweet potato’
/ndamb{/ (ndamb{) ‘'sreen's'
/éndu/ (éndt) 'one!

/endé/ (endé) 'the same!
/mﬁini/ (mﬁini) ligzard!'
/tt?g/ (tLFA) 'banana '

h) 'duck!

Ve
/k{2\p/ (kilio
+ +
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THREE SYLLABLES

7
/adtnim/

NII PHONOLOGY

(andin(m) 'walk' L,
/ko?unﬁ;/ (ka9un6ﬁ) 'bite!
/nonEnE%/ (nonéni%) 'you d1, didn't eat'
/faktn(h/ (takinim) 'he is building!
/ke%énfm/ (ke%én(m) 'he didn't cook'
/fu%énfm/ (tu%énﬁn) 'he didn't sew mat!

/kuénin/ (kuldnim) 'he didn't die!
+

y
9. INTONATION
When making a statement, a falling intonation
pattern occurs over the later part of the statement,
During a narration or statement followed by a
time indicator a sharp rise is noted, The following
patterns have been observed, but later on a paper

on intonation may be written.

N — O

na '71 kont pundR,
"I house place I am going.,

\_//\—/7 /\_//\ e
kunt nop

N A

7/
pendip pe na gi kont bi.

"Food I eating putting now I house place I wi}l
go."

10. ORTHOGRAPHY
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10.

1.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Phoneme Previous Orthog.

i/ i
[() veiiiiiann.
JE/  eiiiiiiians
/u/ ... e
/0 ieiiiiie...
/al e,
/o) eeiiiiienn.
V417 A
/P eeeiieiinas
V41 VA
V4’9 AR

V4 :Y-Y AN

/8/ eeiieinonas
/082/0eeiiinnn..
/m/ ... ceees
V4V A
V4 Y A
/) e
/%/ ceeesasaaes
VA /A

W/ erennanns
V4 72N

/7] (stress)

ii

11

rr

is

® 6 0 0 0 0 0 s ¢
¢ o 0 8 a0 0 00
ccccc e« 00
oooooooo .
aaaaaaaaa
. o0 .
. e 8 o 0 00
oooooo o s
L] ® 00 00

s 0080600000

. . . o o
----- . e

. e 00 oo

L] LA ¢ s 0

. e e o

. . o o -

o e 00 0 0 0 00

4 e ¢ 00 00 ¢ 0

@ o 0 4 000 00

® e 00000000

unmarked
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Proposed Orthography

ii

b- -mb- -mb
t~- -r- -r

d- =nd- -nd

j- -nj- -nj

is unmarked
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10.

NII PHONOLOGY
MORPHOPHONEMICS

Class II verbs are those whose stem final
consonant is a lateral, There are two basic stems
for Class II verbs (1) {CVI) occurs with present
tense (singular dual indic. and interrog, and plural
affixation) and with distant past tense (singulaf
only) indic. and interr, affixation., (2)<CV:)occurs
with all other persons, tenses and moods.

Each of these basic stems has allomorphs that are
phonologically defined (1) where CVI is followed by
a nasal as in all negatives /1/ — /;/7

(2) where CV: is followed by any consonant //—s /1/

Even when the nasal of the negative
suffix is omitted in fast sveech the stem final
dental lateral is retained. An alternate analysis
would be to set up 3 stems the above 2 for verbs in

the positive < CV1)as the negative stem.

Change of tense is marked by stem vowel change as
well as by suffixation,

present/N,.Pst, stem vowel o—»u with all other
tenses

" " 1 " 1] "n "

a—se

Positive stem vowel a—»i in negative
in all tenses

Medial Same Subject stem vowel//%/%emains//a//
in the positive,
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Examples:

/kalf/'Icook', /kelembi/'I will cook', /kilndnd/'T do not
M cook’
/kolf/'I die', /kulumbi/'I will die’, /kuinembi/'I will
* not die'
10.3. LIST OF PIDGIN WORDS

English Pidgin
£0 ingo
come ikum
stop i gtaph
today nau
yesterday agsdei
tomorrow tumota
man man
woman meri

boy manki
girl ptkinini me¥i
baby ptkintni
red Feth
black mb « L2k
ground 9gfaun
sky skai
cloud k%auth
sun sun
water wara
food kai kai

tree diwai
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wood

grass

house

dog

pig

tree kangaroo

later
one

two
three
four
five
seven
ten
tracter
flower

plane

paiya wuth
kunai
aus
ndok
pik?
kapuz
+
mbiain
wAn péEla
+
tu pela
+
iri pela
+
pO pela
+
paiph pela
+
SEPEN pela
+
ten p€la
+
ndn¥ukh

plauwa
-+

mbalus
+

NII PHONOLOGY
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10.4. SAMPLE TEXT

: J/ / /
Phonetic Script - pe mbalus €%  toni wamph tuTum.,
¥ +
7/ / 7/
Orthography - e balus e+ tonu wamp turum
+
Morphemes - now airplane it on top came brought
me.,
English Trans., - I got inside the airplane and it brought
me,
4. L7 z —
Phonetic Script - tu wanp kont tufum., kont tap na nupiR.
/ P
Orthograpvhy - tu wang konﬁ turum, konu tang na ni -
piir.
Morphemes - We came rain brought me., rain hitting
I thought.

English Trans, We came and it rained. I thought the
rain was coming,

Phonetic Script - mbéips mbok? tumba  enim nt pikR, mbakh
™

Orthography - bilus bok tumbé enim ni piir. bok

Morphemes - airplane fall it will make it I think fall

English Trans.-I thought the airplane would fall down.

Phonetic Seript - tune¥(¥im. na ka piR, pPE o pu: ya

Orthography - tuneririm., na ka piir, pe o pux ya
I good think,Now coming
Morphemes - But it didn't fall, wve 2 here

English Trans.- It didn't fall down. I think this is
good., Now we came here,

7 s ~
Phonetic Script- mbé%us pagf mant o puk., wambtd: kaR
: + +

4 / / Ve
Orthography - balus peni mani o pu:. wambid kar
Morphemes - airplane vlace down we 2 coming,., Coming
kar

English Trans =-to the air strip and came down. We 2 coming
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-~

e
Phonetic Seript -endt o pL¥um, - _—

Ve Ve
Orthography - endi o pirim,

Morphemes - one coming it stayed,

English Trans,- one car was there, L
i o~ O
Phonetic Seript - o pey na Kon T msgtph kaR €3

. 4
Orthogravhy - o peng na kon si mengib kar e;.

Morphemes - it stayed my travel bag I carring my bagkﬁ:

English Trans, - The car was here and I carried by bag.

/
Phonetic Script - toni tu wuﬁz tu wamph ya o pun,
Orthography - tonﬁ tu  wur. tu wamb ya o pun.
Morphemes - on top I bringing I bringing here we dame.
coming, coming

English Trans, - and we came on top. I brought my bag and
we came here, -.

/ v 7
Phonetic Script - ya oph kéntR nt nwum mulun

s
Orthography - ya op kenir ni nim multﬁh;“,
Morphemes - here I coming I saw here you stayed., ' e

English Trans.- I came and I saw you were here,





