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I. DEFINITION,

Transitive verbs focus on the object or goal of the action,
and take person-object suffixes,

Intransitive verbs do not focus on the object or goal of the
action. (Apparent free-form objects of intransitive verbs are
analysed as belonpging to clauses of association, which usually
contain the word w sf¢ /waseg/ "in association with",)

For the purposes of this paper transitive verbs will be
demonstrated with the zero-wmorpheme (third person singular object,)
and within semantic limitations, with -Vgw {first person singular
object), in which V is the final vowel of the verb-stem, which is

lost when there is no suffix,

2. STRESS PLACTIHENT,

In transitive verbs stress placenent is on the vowel which
precedes the final cenceonant of the sten. In intransitive verbs,
stress placement is on the preceding vowel, i.ec, stress placement
shifts back nne syliable in intransitive verbs, Thus the two
statements ikunidp and ikdnup mean respectively M"ie sews it up"
and “YHe is sewing up”. Though third person singular is a zero

morpheme its presence is attested by the stress placenent,

3. PURE TRANSITIVE VLRB STEMS,

Sore verbs occur only in a transitive fornm. Curiouély,
they include all CVC verd stenms wﬁich contain directional
particles, in which the direction indicated nust be assumed to
be the goal of the =sction,

e.8. jeosf-k /fisik/ he-is located-there (away from the speaker)
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L
l 4, PURE IMTRANSITIVH VERD STEMS,
. Some verbs occur only in an intransitive forem,
é.g. ferip Jigio/ he-lauzhs
j-kalivAtov /ikalivatow/ he-falls
i-581i1 /iseilil/ it-scts.
5. CONTINUOUS ASPECT,
in the continuous aspect there is complete or partial
.
- reduplication of the verb stemn. The rule of stress placeunent
applies with cqual validity fdr verbs in the continuous aspect.
e.g. TRANS., HLANING INTRANS. MEANING
ESFCTILIAR " jevAn-g4 /ivan/ he-stands on-it f-van /ivan/ he-stands on
‘f' j-v&ni-guw fivanig/ he-stunds on-ne i.e. he-is in the
® - act of stand-
: ing on (some~
thing).
CONFINUOUS‘ ‘{-vvan-¢ /ivvan/ he-keeps standing i-vnfvan ‘he—keeps
: : on~it standing on,
oy i-vvﬁni-gw /ivvgpig/ he-keeps standing
on=ne
6. VERB STEMS WHICH ARE LEITHER TRANSITIVE OR INTRANSITIVE,
This group includes nost verbs, and sten changes occur
as follows:
6.1. Change of stress only |
INTRANS., TRANS. (3 s. obj.) TRANS. (I s. obj.) STEM
HEANING
fogut /igut/ j-glit-¢ Jiput/ i-gltu-gw figutug/ pull out
g}tﬁvfyel Jikaviyell/ i-kaviy&l-g /ikaviyeil/ - digs
ﬂ;kuan /ikunup/ i-kunup-g /fikunup/ i-tunupi-gw /ikunupig/ sews up
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6.2. Change of final vowel in formation of transitive verb sStem,

The following examples highlight final vowel changes.
Other changes which occur are described later in the paper.
The final vowel chances are as follows:
(i) In intransitive stens of one syllable {i.e. with a
CVC syllable pattern), if the vowel is 0, it will change
to o in formation of the corresponding transitive stem,
€of o f-dow /idouw/ he-calls
i-dSu-¢ /[idow/ he=calls=-himn
j-dive-gu /Jidaweig/ he-calls-nc
(ii) 1In intransitive stens of less than three syllables
final o »+ ¢ in fornmation of corresponding transitive stems,
except precceding final w, in which case it is unchanged,
as it is in stcus of more than two syllables,
e.g, {-1lov /ilov/ he=-throws
i-1év-4 filev/ he-thTows-it
i-1Ave-rw /ilaveig/ he-throws-me
(iii) In intransitive stems vhen final a is followed by w
or a lahialised consonant, then a = o, in formation of
corresponding transitive stens.
e.g. i-lagw /ilag/ he-puts in heaps
1-18p-¢ /Jilog/ he-puts in heaps-it
jetaminaw fitamanaw/ he-stands
jotanniw-g /itannow/ he-stands-it

ixsxerxuaxfixann
i-tamnjive-gw /itamnaweig/ he-stands-mc (upright)
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(iv) In intransitive stemns final a + & quite frequently in
formation of corresponding transitive stems,
e.g. i-sinat /isinat he-conbs {-bas /ibas/ he-pierces
iesinft-4 /isinet/ he-combs-it i-bés-¢ Jites/ he-pierces-it

jiebisi-gv /ibasig/ he-pierces-me

v) In other cases final a is wvnchanged
e.r. f-mad /inad/ jt-dries

L} .

- j-mid-4g /imad/ it-dries/strands-it

i-méde-pw /iradeig/ it-strands-nc
(vi) Other final vowels are unchanged, cxcept for the
rinor morphophonemic variations described in 4,1, of

"Myyuw verbs”,

6.3, Change of final vowel with aflixation,

In transitive stems it will be noted that with final oC and
eC (when C represents any consonant and there is zero affix for
third person singular ohjecet) the vowels o and € Lecone when
object affixation occurs.

Lxamples can be seen under 3, and 6.2.7(1) (ii) (iii)

6.4, Vowel elision,

The vowel preceding-the stressed vowel is elided in the
fcrmation of many transitive stens. Labialisation preceding an
elided vowel is always lost,-

e.g. See 6.2, (ii).

i-nwisin /imwasin/ he-shanes

j-msin-g /imsin/ he-shames-hin

i-msine-gw /imsineig/ he-shames-me



Transitive and Intransitive Verb Stems in MHuyuw

6.5, Stens of the forr katdiCVC.

33.

In the formation of the corresponding transitive stem from

verbs of the form katOCV(C, the u + i,

e.g. i-kptémat /ikatumat/ he-kills

i-katindt-p /ikatimet/ he-kills-it

i-katinAite-pw fikatimateig/ he-kills-me

6.6. Unpredictable non-final vovel channes,

Examples are listed nas follows:

INTRANSITIVE TRANSITIVE
i-k3tam fikolam/ i=kulén /ibhulean/.
i-lékwaw /ilakwaw/ i-17k3w /filakow/
iepdyaw /[ipeiyaw/ tepiyév fipiycv/
j-1d8pid /filoupid/ i-lapfd /irapid/
i-16vat /ilouvat/ il=1ivét filivet/

i-simkAkin /isiwkakin/ i-sinkikfn /isinkikin/

STEMH-MEANING

to

to

to

to

to

to

husk ‘\
bark

refuse

do the death wail
meet

persist

In the second exanple note loss of lahialisation preceding the

rounded vowel o-

The third exanmple shows variation which frequently occurs between

v and w in Muyuw,

6.7, Consonant chanres,

f#xxxxiax Occasional unpredictable consonant changes occur

in transitive ster formation.

INTRANSITIVE TRANSITIVE STEM-HEANING

j-witet /iwotet/ i-wtél fiwtel/ to work

itiyoy /itayoy/ i-trydw fitayow/ to harvest
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7. VERE STEM AFFIXATION IN TRANSITIVE-INTRANSITIVE CONVERSION

7.1. Causative prefix.

Sone intransitive verbs require the addition of a caﬁsative
prefix in order to form a corresponding transitive verb stem.
e.g. 1L-bik /ibil/ it-is dirty
i-yabik-4 /iyabik/ it-causes to-dirty-it

ieya-tiki-g~ fiyabikig/ it-causes to-dirty-me

i-nfkul /irulul/ it-swarps
fegi-nkileg Jiginkul/ he-causcs to-swamp-it,
7.2. Locative suffix,

Some intransitive verbs require the asddition of X a
locative suffix in order to form a corresponding transitive

verb stemn,

€. Li-nugw [irug/ he-poes first
i-mgwr-y-¢ [fivgwey/ he-precedes-going along-him
{(!le= precedes him as they go
along)

iemgwa-ye-1w [imgwayeig/ he-precedes-going alonge«me
{ he precedes me as we go along)

j-put /iput/ he-0ils (body)
f-ptu-m-4 [iptum - he«oils-towards self<him
jeptuemi-gw Jiptumig/ he-oils-towards self-me

{he annints me),

8. INTRANSITIVE ONLY IW CONTIHUOUS ASPECT,

Some transitive verbs have a corresponding intransitive

form only in the continuous aspect (i.e. reduplicated stem,)
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L J
TRANSITIVE (3 TRANSITIVE (I STEM
o INTRANSITIVE S. 0bj.) s. obj.) MEANING
i-wtdwut /iwtuwut/ i-wlit /iwut/ _ i-wlto-pgw Jiwutug/ . to break

i-yydwan /iyyawan/ i-yauén /Jiyaven i-yawini-gw /iyawanig/ to bind

9. INTRANSITIVE STE' AS NOUN

Intransitive verb stems can take possession affixes and

function as a noun,

{-dow /idou/ - he calls
Ana-dow /fanadouw/ his call
{-15v Jilov/ he throws

glna=-1av /runalov/ ny throw



